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BCAMBrunel heritage walks: campus

Shadows of the past

Start IKB statue

Finish Eastern Gateway building

Distance 2.00km

Duration 25 minutes

Ascent 16.3m

1 From IKB statue, W to pond, then S alongside cutt ing to Nursery Lane. where L; 
cross Pinn then L through fence; L to bridge on ring road.

840m

2 Do not cross bridge; R on stepping-stone path to boulevard, and on to Lancaster 
bridge; cross Pinn, then R on Pinn Path to Stratford Bridge; R, then R into Kingston 
Lane; R through gate to St John’s; round car park to exit by same gate; R to bus stop 
then fade R onto campus to end at Eastern Gateway building.

1160m
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What do we know about the past life of the area now 
covered by the campus? This short walk will explore some 
of the shadows of the past.

The walk starts at the IKB statue on the main 
boulevard. Walk westwards towards Cleveland 
Road. Pass the post box and stand at the litt le 

viewing platform over the pond.

You are standing on the direct line of the railway which 
used to ply the line between West Drayton and Vine Street 
station in Uxbridge. The line was proposed in 1851, and 
received parliamentary approval in 1854, with services 
beginning in 1856, with the entire track being relaid as 
standard gauge just fi fteen years later. There was another 
railway station in Uxbridge, at the bott om of the High 
Street (where Bucks New University is now). There were 
plans to link the two together to form an Uxbridge loop 
from Paddington, but the link was never built. In 1904, a 
station was added at Cowley, just south of the Antonin 
Artaud corner of the campus. However, in the same year, 
the Metropolitan Railway opened their fi rst Uxbridge 
station (where Sainsbury’s is on Belmont Road), and that 
was a body blow to the rail link. After the Great War, 
business picked up again, but after the Second World War, 
there was not much activity. Passenger services ceased in 
1962, and the line was fi nally closed in 1964. There was a 

brief period of hope that the Central Line could have been extended to 
Terminal 5 from West Ruislip, with stations at Ickenham, Hillingdon, 
Uxbridge St Andrew’s, Brunel and West Drayton, using some of the 
route, but nothing happened. It would certainly have provided some 
much-needed transport resilience for the airport.

Walk round the pond, passing a piece of IKB’s Chepstow Bridge which 
is on display, and continuing with the 
railway cutt ing on your right.

Pass Antonin Artaud building on your left 
before exiting the campus by a gate.

Antonin Artaud building was constructed 
as the University’s central boiler house, 
and was retired as such when heating 
went local across the campus. The old 
tank room was converted to become 
a data centre: its “corner plot” is an 
improvement on the earlier mid-campus 
John Crank data centre, because if the 
campus were to be alienated by some 
poison or other, then  by decontaminating 
that corner, a few Information Services’ 
staff  could be allowed in to “keep the 
lights on”, thus ensuring that the rest 
of the University could work from 
elsewhere.
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Trees on the line of the 
railway, towards Uxbridge

Nursery Lane at
Station Road
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Stepping-stone path
beside the River Pinn

Once through the gate, you stand at the bott om of 
Nursery Lane. This track was so named when there 
were lots of nurseries and market gardens in the area: 
Joseph Lowe building is named after the owner of the 
nursery which covered the built area of the campus. 
Lowe’s speciality was the raising of fl owers to be 
sold cut, and in fact was the principal nursery for cut 
chrysanthemums to be sold in London. I am certain 
that Sir Hector Rose (in CP Snow’s Strangers and 
Brothers series of novels) would have had his supply 
of Whitehall offi  ce chrysanthemums sourced from 
Lowe and Shawyer here.

Nursery Lane, though, has a much longer history. 
There used to be a chapel of ease in Cowley, and this 
would have been a path between it and the mother 
church at the top of Hillingdon Hill: corpses would 
be carried on this path en route to burial at St John’s 
church … and no doubt the pall-bearers would have 
slaked their thirst at the Red Lion next door.

Pick your way through the often muddy area by the 
barrier (principally churned up by hard-braking 
cyclists) and walk up Nursery Lane. You will cross 
the River Pinn, then on the right, you will see the short-lived Bicentenary 
Gardens. Beyond the fi rst glimpse of the gardens, go through a gap in 
the fence on the left to reach the southern fl ank of the University’s ring 
road, with Faraday halls opposite. Turn left and follow the ring road to 
the bridge.

Do not cross the river, but walk on the 
“stepping-stone” path with the river on 
your left. Old maps show the River Pinn 

meandering through what is now the campus: its 
course was gradually straightened by the nursery. 
You will see several instances of course management 
as you walk upstream. The path takes you to the main 
boulevard, having drifted away from the riverside in 
the fi nal metres. Turn left and, just before the bridge, 
turn right to take the path between the river and the 
car park as far as Lancaster Bridge, which you should 
cross.

The area now taken by Lancaster building was once 
occupied by the headquarters building of the nursery: 
the Pinn Path follows the route of the access out to 
Hillingdon Road (emerging roughly where Amberley 
Way meets the main road today).

Turn right to follow the Pinn Path out to Hillingdon 
Road: as you do so, if you are really fortunate, you 
may be rewarded with an electric-blue glimpse of 
the campus kingfi sher darting above the water. 
When you emerge onto the main road, the Old 
School House lies off  to the left, by the bus stop 
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(see the north-west heritage walk for details); to the 
right, Stratford Bridge. Clearly, this was originally 
a fording-point on the River Pinn: thankfully, the 
present bridge means that the 607 bus does not need 
to splash its way through the river.

Turn right onto Kingston Lane: where it bends left, 
there used to be a police station. Ivybridge Close is 
next: the houses were built on the site of the original 
wards (the usual array of wooden huts) of St John’s 
Isolation Hospital. All infectious diseases were treated 
here (150 years ago, this was truly in rural isolation) 
except for smallpox: those patients were sent to 
Hayes. You can see the hospital’s blue-brick retaining 
wall as you ascend the right-hand pavement of 
Kingston Lane. This leads to the crested gateway onto 
the campus: turn right and step inside.

The early twentieth-century building was an addition 
to the hospital, built on an extension piece of land: 
the newer wing was built on during the 1960s. If you 
look closely, you can fi nd hospital-era signs. The 
main doors to the new building face the car park on 
your left. Gradually, patients were transferred away 

from St John’s, and the old wards were demolished. The remaining 
building was then used for NHS administration: it fi nally closed and 
was transferred to the University around 1990.

Walk to the far end of the car park and look at the hedge. This is 
prominent on the 1875 map, and probably predates the map, back at 
least as far as the Enclosures of the early nineteenth century. Return to 
the gate: go through it and turn right up Kingston Lane. Re-enter the 
campus at the roundabout, and take the right-hand pavement round to 
the entrance to Eastern Gateway building, the end of the route.

Hospital wall on
Kingston Lane

Eastern Gateway building


