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All photographs are by the author, with the exception of historic photographs of Osterley, 
Twickenham and Runnymede campuses,

which are by University photographic staff .

Routes and conditions are always in fl ux, and descriptions
in the text may fall out of date.

Neither the author nor the University can be considered responsible for any accident, loss, 
damage or inconvenience sustained by any person who ventures onto the path

having read this book.

Each walker has sole responsibility to act and walk
within the law, taking full responsibility for her/his own

safety and security, and for the safety and security
of all others and of their property.
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Introduction and general information
Introduction
It was fi fty years since the formation of Brunel University London when this route was set: here, 
we take fi fty miles to make the circuit of its fi ve sometime campus locations. Note that we have 
only included locations which have housed Brunel University London as such: locations used 
by institutions solely before they became part of the University (such as Borough Road College in 
Southwark) are declared to be out of scope.

Starting on the campus in Uxbridge (the principal site of the University for almost all its life), at the 
statue of Isambard Kingdom Brunel (1806-1859) which was unveiled in 2006, the Brunel50 Path makes 
its way fi rst to Acton, the birthplace of the University, then turns westwards to visit the Osterley and 
Twickenham campus sites. A long haul takes the walker to Cooper’s Hill in Englefi eld Green, home of 
the Runnymede campus site, before the fi nal northbound stretch is made to return the walker to the 
Uxbridge campus, back to the statue.

Yes, of course a route may be devised to link up all the sites in a shorter distance, but apart from the 
symbolism of a fi fty-mile route (it is truly unfortunate that a fi fty-kilometre route is just beyond the 
capabilities of geometry and geography), the route prefers quieter places than Uxbridge Road if they 
can sensibly be found. It also takes the opportunity to acknowledge the work of IKB along with his 
fellow engineers and scientists en route.

Here, let us explain that the word Brunel in this text will refer to the institution (sometimes we shall 
use its full title when that is more relevant); when we refer to Isambard Kingdom Brunel himself, we 
shall use IKB.

Choosing the route
The aim has been to keep very close to the 
fi fty-mile distance, taking advantage of 
parkland, countryside and river banks as 
much as possible, preferring quiet streets 
to major thoroughfares. In some places, 
established routes exist which will allow for 
local alternatives.

Two specifi c alternative (parallel) routes are 
described within the text, one in Southall and 
the other between Chertsey and Runnymede 
campus. These are given to accommodate 
local historical opportunities (Southall) 
or local path conditions (Surrey). Sections 
for the alternative routes are presented 
following the section of the equivalent 
stretch of the main route. Minor divergences 
(e.g., to follow a river bank) are mentioned in 
passing within the main text.

Nevertheless, there are occasions along the 
way when there is simply no sane alternative 
to tramping along a busy road (such as 
the stretch of Uxbridge Road from Ealing 
Common to Acton), or an especially dull 
one (please step forward, Coppermill Road, 

Brickwork of Wharncliff e Viaduct
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Horton — though see also the 
Childs alternative from earlier 
in the history of the University, 
mentioned at the end of the text).

In such instances, there is 
nothing for it: you must simply 
grit your teeth and revel in the 
shops, the architecture, and the 
contrast with the meadows and 
river banks in other parts of the 
route — of course, the author 
would never suggest that you 
might just hop on a bus when 
nobody is looking (if you are on a 
bus route).

You just need to take the rough 
with the smooth.

Getting to and from the route
Public transport is well served along the route, if a litt le sketchier in the western section (essentially, 
the part that lies within Surrey) than in the Oystercard zone, and the route att empts to provide 
opportunities to return to base (usually to Uxbridge, either directly or by using Heathrow Airport as a 
connective hub).

Public transport information for services within London is available at https://tfl .gov.uk/ — this will 
cover access to and from all the Brunel50 Path except for the sections (and alternatives) between East 
Molesey and Colnbrook.

When dealing with the parts of Surrey and Berkshire which are traversed by the route, you will fi nd 
http://www.traveline.info/ to be your most reliable online aid for routes and timetables, and it is almost 
as easy to use as the TfL website. Bus fares in Surrey and Berkshire to the airport are usually £4 or £5 
single: details and updates are available from operating companies on the Web and by using other 
contact media.

The logistical notes indicate public transport possibilities at suitable points in the text.

Sustenance on the route
Using parkways and quieter roads means that there isn’t necessarily a shop, pub or café on each 
corner: although you will not need to pack the copious reserves of Kendal Mint Cake and water 
which you would if you were out on the Lakeland felltops, you should pack a modest set of supplies 
(particularly water). In general, though, the author suggests that you support such local businesses as 
may be found en route.

Clothing and footwear
Wear footwear and clothing appropriate to the terrain. Heavy walking boots should be unnecessary: 
a decent pair of trainers are quite adequate for this route in dry conditions, but only if they still have 
springy, uncompacted soles.

If you wear a pair of slightly padded walking socks (such as Bridgedale Merino — other 
manufacturers’ goods are also available), your shoes will be fi lled out nicely, and this will enhance 
your comfort when walking on the hard surfaces of streets and towpaths.

Southern entrance, Hanwell Station
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Normal clothing for a walk in the park 
should suffi  ce for most of the route. There 
is, however, one part of the Brunel50 Path 
where a litt le more preparation may be 
necessary.

Footpaths in the west of the route are, in the 
main, less walked than elsewhere, so nett les 
and brambles can fl ourish in profusion — 
out to the north and west of Chertsey, you 
may meet particularly challenging tracts. 
In such conditions, wearing shorts, skirt or 
kilt invites countless stings and scratches, 
as does walking with bare arms. A well-
fi tt ing hat and a pair of spectacles (or even 
goggles) will help avoid injury to your head 
and eyes. Indeed, ladies seeking protection 
from higher foliage may wish to consider 
the adoption of an appropriately padded 
sartorial solution!

Here, sturdy trousers and long-sleeved shirts 
are in order. In the same area, you may fi nd 
mud and/or waterlogged ground: some 
walkers may prefer to wear lightweight 
boots on these stretches.

You should know that removing 
overhanging brambles (etc.) from a public 
footpath with a pair of secateurs has the full support of the law, just so long as you remove only 
suffi  cient obstruction to allow you to pass along the footpath.

Breaking down the distances
The distances break down into inter-campus sections, an into subsections thereof, as shown below: 
these divisions correspond to the chapters of the book. Despite the use of miles to capture the desired 
symbolism of the total length, these sectional and subsectional distances are presented (as are, indeed, 
all distances within the text) in metres and kilometres, since that is the measuring system adopted by 
the Ordnance Survey for its map scales (and by the great majority of nations on the planet), and it will 
be easier to read off  such distances against the gridlines.

Most people are comfortable walking at either 4, 5 or 6 kilometres per hour — that works out neatly 
at 15, 12 or 10 minutes per kilometre. The arithmetic is therefore much easier in assessing breakpoints 
and emergency exits.

Uxbridge to Acton — 17.62km
Uxbridge to Charville Lane at Raeburn Road — 3.48km
Charville Lane at Raeburn Road to North Road, Southall — 5.92km
North Road to Wharncliff e Viaduct — 2.35km 
 via Three Bridges — 4.17km
Wharncliff e Viaduct to Acton — 5.87km

Acton to Osterley — 6.93km 

Osterley to Twickenham — 2.81km 

Nett les on the path near the M25/M3 junction



0 – 8 Brunel50 Path © 2017-20 I G Liddell

Twickenham to Runnymede — 33.71km
Twickenham to Richmond — 1.27km
Richmond to Hampton Court — 8.24km
Hampton Court to Walton Bridge — 8.29km
Walton Bridge to Shepperton Ferry — 2.02km 
 via Shepperton village — 2.87km
Shepperton Ferry to Chertsey — 4.09km
Chertsey to Runnymede — 9.80km 
 via Penton — 9.86km

Runnymede to Magna Carta Centre — 1.63km

Magna Carta Centre to Uxbridge — 18.35km
Magna Carta Centre to Colnbrook — 9.82km
Colnbrook to Uxbridge — 8.53km

Finding the way
Of course, the fi rst step in fi nding the Brunel50 Path is to read and to follow the detailed route-notes 
contained within this publication! But a map is still a very helpful aid, especially to fi nd context, 
exit routes and alternatives, and the very best maps for walkers are the Ordnance Survey Explorer 

series. As luck would have it, though, the 
Brunel50 Path happens to fall on the corners 
of four sheets — these are 160, 161, 172 and 
173. To buy the four will cost you over £30. 
Assuming, though, that you have access to 
a computer and printer, there is a far bett er 
option open to you.

A subscription to the Ordnance Survey’s 
online map service (for full details, see 
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/osmaps/) 
is one of the best investments any walker 
in Great Britain can make. For less than 
£20 per year (at 2018 prices), this will give 
unlimited access to online Ordnance Survey 
cartography stretching from Shetland to 
Scilly: you will note that they have a range of 
subscription plans available.

With this subscription, you may import 
GPX routes and create your own routes: 
these may be stored in the cloud, accessible 
only to you with your account. Also, you 
may export basic GPX data for any route to 
a fi le, and the software is able to calculate 
optimal directions for road trips too. You 
may then print maps and route-plans, using 
your own decisions as to paper size (A4 or 
A3), scale, and orientation, without limit) for 
your personal use. The map quality is second 
to none, just as one would expect from the 
Ordnance Survey.

Waymark, Colne Valley Park, near M25/M4 junction
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The A-Z atlases and maps are 
also useful for street names, etc., 
and show some of the paths used 
in this route, particularly in the 
built-up areas, but the limitations 
of scale are greater with a mapset 
which prioritises roads and 
streets, so the precision is diluted.

Needless to say, Google Maps 
(and similar) can show the route 
of an imported GPX fi le on top 
of their base maps. However, the 
map quality, and the resultant 
print quality, will suff er in 
comparison to the Ordnance 
Survey’s off ering.

It is a simple job to weigh up the 
value for money and make your 
choice. Do not, however, leave 
it to chance, or be reduced to 
asking the locals for directions: 
no matt er how kind they are in 
helping you, your unnecessary questioning is still an unnecessary imposition on them, and may serve 
to bring the walking fraternity into disrepute.

Respecting the route
Responsible walkers will always obey the Countryside Code when in the country, but respect for the 
route does not stop at the 30mph signs. Whether you are on a street, a towpath, or any other part of 
the route, you are only a guest passing through the community of others. The residents and other 
users have every right to expect that you do not abuse their environment while you borrow it for your 
transient use.

• Parking in residential roads at the start or end of your walk is dissuaded most strongly — 
use local car parks if you really must arrive by car (though using public transport while 
walking the Brunel50 Path is a far bett er option, especially in walking linear sections of the 
route).

• Do not make excessive noise as you go along — play no music, and quiet conversation barely 
above a whisper is loud enough. Let the surroundings do the talking.

• Do not block the way for other users by walking in large groups or more than two abreast 
(this is, of course, the most civilised way to act wherever you walk, be that along Oxford 
Street or in the Outer Hebrides).

• Be extremely careful not to leave litt er anywhere. Always try to replenish your supplies at 
local shops, cafés, and so on: this helps to pay back the community for your use as you pass 
through.

Finally, be sure to enjoy your passage through the areas borrowed by the Brunel50 Path — and show 
it by smiling to the locals you meet.

Shepperton ferry
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Conventions used in this guide
One convention has already been mentioned — the use of metric measurements to correspond with 
map scales. But other conventions give you, the reader, help in reading the text. Within the route 
sections of the guide (that is, excluding the preamble pages), plain text is used to denote the detailed 
route descriptions, while italicised text is used for other types of information.

• Text in black is used for detailed route description.

• Text in maroon is used for logistical information, such as access to public transport or the 
whereabouts of cafés, restaurants, pubs or shops.

• Text in blue is used for historical and other background information, and for descriptive 
discussion text.

Clearly, these classes of information may overlap in places to a greater or lesser degree, and there 
will be some leakage of text into what some readers may consider the ‘wrong’ colour. This is simply 
inevitable.

Uxbridge campus, main entrance on Kingston Lane
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B50
1

Uxbridge campus
to

Charville Lane

Start Uxbridge campus —UB8  3PH

Finish Charville Lane — UB4  8PE

Distance 3.48km

Duration 44 minutes

Ascent 28.8m

Access Buses at start of section. Buses at end of section.

Facilities All facilities at start of section. Shops at Long Lane en route.

1.1 IKB statue, Uxbridge campus 0m

1.2 Exit campus via Kingston Lane, where R; L on path to Royal Lane, where L to Red 
Lion Inn, Hillingdon.

1380m

1.3 R on Uxbridge Road; L on Long Lane; R onto Charville Lane West; ahead to Pole 
Hill Road, where R and L onto Charville Lane to Raeburn Road bus stop.

2100m
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The Brunel50 Path is a circuit (and so may be started 
anywehere), but the most logical start is in the centre 
of today’s University, at the bronze statue of Isambard 

Kingdom Brunel (IKB) on the main spinal boulevard of the campus. The 
statue was unveiled by one of his descendants during the University’s 
ruby anniversary year of 2006, which coincided with the bicentenary of 
IKB’s birth.

The main campus of the University has, since the grant of the Royal 
Charter in 1966, been at its site to the south of Uxbridge town centre. The 
campus land is largely a former market garden site adjacent to the Great 
Western Railway branch line between West Drayton and Uxbridge Vine 
Street station. The branch closed in 1964. A small part of the campus sits 
on land purchased by the local authority to extend an isolation hospital 
(St John’s: the original buildings were where Ivybridge Close is now) 
on Kingston Lane: the extension land came to the University in the 
early 1990s. Before the sett ling of the University at Uxbridge, the Acton 
campus had been the home of Brunel College of Advanced Technology, 
that institution having grown out of Acton Technical College (at fi rst, 
with the designation of Brunel College of Technology) in 1957.

For fi ve years after the granting of the Royal Charter, the University 
continued on the Acton site until all functions were transferred to 
Uxbridge. A campus was established at Runnymede (previously 
Shoreditch College of Education and even earlier the Royal Indian 
Engineering College) by 1980. During the 1990s, as a result of the merger 
between Brunel University and the West London Institute of Higher 

1.1IKB statue on the main 
boulevard, Uxbridge campus
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Approach to the River Pinn 
from the Quad

Education, campuses at Osterley 
and Twickenham came on board. 
These sites will be described in 
greater detail at the appropriate 
points in the text.

In recent years, new buildings 
have been built alongside (or 
occasionally replacing) those 
from the 1960s: this, the Campus 
Masterplan, was an integral part 
of the strategy to consolidate 
the University from a four-
site institution at the turn of 
the millennium into an entire 
university set on a single campus, 
which has been its life since its 
ruby anniversary year of 2006.

Sett ing out from Uxbridge campus, your fi rst campus 
target is Acton. Follow the boulevard east from the statue, 
with the shops on your left and two buildings on your 

right-hand side. The Michael Sterling building (named after a former 
Vice-Chancellor) is a product of the Masterplan. The Bannerman Centre 
(named after a former Director of Services whose time of service at 
Brunel spanned the eras of single campuses at Acton and at Uxbridge) 
combines the original 1960s Library building with a post-millennial 
eastern extension to incorporate other University-wide services.

Steps (or a ramp) will take you down to the corner of the bulky and 
brutalist 1960s Lecture Centre (probably most famous for its place in 
A Clockwork Orange). Take the corner of the Lecture Centre to continue 
eastwards with a quadrangle on your left.

Ahead, down more stairs or a ramp, the boulevard leads to and then 
crosses the River Pinn, rising past halls of residence and then the long 
arch-shaped Indoor Athletics Centre to a roundabout.

The large building on the left ahead is the Eastern Gateway building, 
while on the right is the bow-fronted smoked-glass-clad Mary Seacole 
building, opened in 2006, the ruby anniversary year of the University by 
HM the Queen.

Take the pedestrian crossing to the right of the roundabout, and climb 
past the Mary Seacole building to another roundabout on Kingston 
Lane. Turn right at the fl agpoles, crossing the road at the pedestrian 
crossing, and going on past the bus stop until you come face to face with 
a metal gateway.

A path crosses Kingston Lane here: this is an old track which linked 
Cowley with the church at the top of Hillingdon Hill. In the past, 
Cowley was part of Hillingdon parish, with its own daughter chapel, 
but is now separate, based around the church of St Laurence. To your 
right, across Kingston Lane, the track is known as Nursery Lane, an 
indication of the history of this area.

1.2
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Turn left up the track which, on the (upper) east side 
of Kingston Lane, separates the main sports park of the 
University on your right from its Cemetery pitches on your 
left.

Sure enough, at the top end of the pitches, you will see the 
Hillingdon and Uxbridge Cemetery on the left. The cemetery 
was originally two side by side, one for Uxbridge and one for 
Hillingdon. The entry to the cemetery is off  the main campus 
roundabout on Kingston Lane.

Continue up the enclosed path, now enclosed by trees, to 
emerge at the top onto Royal Lane. Turn left on Royal Lane to 
reach Uxbridge Road. This area is a most historic location, and 
the fi rst opportunity to draw breath.

At the top of Hillingdon Hill, the Red Lion Inn and St John’s 
Church face each other, as pub and church do in so many 
places across the country. The church was built in the fi rst half 
of the seventeenth century, and was extended two hundred 
years later to designs by Sir George Gilbert Scott , who was also 
the designer of the Albert Memorial in Kensington Gardens.

The Red Lion Inn is of sixteenth-century origin: it is a building 
of historical signifi cance in the architectural conservation 
records of Historic England. King Charles I stopped at the inn, 
having failed to conclude a treaty (at the site of the Crown and 
Treaty pub in Uxbridge) to end the Civil War: the Propositions 
of Uxbridge were debated in January and February of 1645.

On Royal Lane, opposite your exit from the enclosed path, is 
situated Bishopshalt School, whose main building dates from 

the middle of the nineteenth century (before it was a school). The many 
stately trees in the area show the prosperity of the owners of the local 
buildings of the nineteenth century and earlier. Much of the housing on 
and behind Uxbridge Road dates from the inter-war period of London 
expansion, and employs many of the standard plans which were 

popular with developers and 
housebuyers in the Metroland 
era.

Cross the main 
Uxbridge Road 
(it used to be the 

A40 to Oxford, Gloucester and 
eventually Fishguard) at the 
pedestrian crossing, and turn 
right, thus keeping the shops on 
your left-hand side. Cross the 
end of Vine Lane, pass Cedars 
House (now offi  ces) on your left, 
and then pass on your right the 
end of Harlington Road (at the 
traffi  c lights). Continue to the 
junction at the foot of Long Lane.

Path between Kingston Lane 
and Royal Lane

Red Lion Inn, Hillingdon

1.3
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Here, you will fi nd a parade 
of shops with a bakery (and 
a pharmacy, which may be of 
interest to those not accustomed 
to walking!); within the fi lling 
station at the corner, on the far 
side of Long Lane, there is a 
mini-supermarket. On the other 
side of Uxbridge Road, opposite 
Long Lane, there is a café: its 
hours of 0630-1500 (shrunk by 
half an hour at each end on a 
Sunday) betray its lineage as one 
of the transport cafés along the 
main road to Oxford and beyond.

Here, it is worth interjecting 
a word of advice. Crescent Parade at this junction has the last shops 
en route until you reach Uxbridge Road again at Hanwell (about 11km 
ahead from here).

Use the pedestrian crossing at the junction to cross Long Lane, then 
turn left up Long Lane. At the fi rst bus stop, take the path which goes 
off  to the right, to reach the end of Charville Lane West. You are now on 
another of the oldest routes in the vicinity: this one led from the church 
at Hillingdon to Northolt and beyond.

Charville Lane West is made up of typical inter-war housing, with 
the odd infi ll from the 1960s and 1970s, and of course some houses 
have been embellished (not always in impeccable taste) by subsequent 
extension.

Continue along the road, with its broad median on the right until, where 
it dwindles into a footpath, you will see Highfi eld School on the right. 
Proceed along the tarmac path, with school playing fi elds on the left, to 
reach its end at Pole Hill Road.

At this point, fully 57m above sea level, you are standing at the highest 
point on the Brunel50 Path so far, a height not att ained again until you 
are making your climb up to Cooper’s Hill on your way towards the 
Runnymede campus.

Turn right along Pole Hill Road, then immediately left into Charville 
Lane, and your altitude becomes more obvious: the view to the east and 
south-east opens out, with open land on your right. Descend Charville 
Lane, crossing to the right-hand side of the road near the Raeburn Road 
bus stop.

This point marks the end of this section

The U7 bus runs back to the Uxbridge campus from here.

Charville Lane West
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B50
2

Charville Lane
to

North Road, Southall

Start Charville Lane — UB4  8PE

Finish North Road, Southall — UB1  2LN

Distance 5.91km

Duration 1 hour 12 minutes

Ascent 10.6m

Access Direct bus service to Uxbridge campus at start of section. Buses at end of section; direct 
service to Uxbridge campus 600m distant from end of section. Buses at Yeading Lane en 
route.

Facilities Shops at start of section. All facilities in Southall 600m distant from end of section.

2.1 Charville Road, at Raeburn Road bus stop 0m

2.2 E on Charville Lane for 1km; R on Hillingdon Trail; after 800m, L to path junction; 
L, then ahead with football gd on L, then bear R to Kingshill Avenue.

2090m

2.3 L then R to large fi eld with brook on R; To far L corner, then R over footbridge, 
and L to Yeading Lane; L then R to large fi eld with brook on R; to far L corner and 
beneath The Parkway.

1890m

2.4 E across large fi eld to far L corner; path through woodland; bear R at three-way 
Hillingdon Trail fork; cross canal and into Spikes Bridge Park; follow R edge of 
park and R through main gate; L on Carlyle Avenue; ahead on Burns Avenue to 
North Road.

1.930m
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This section begins 
on Charville Lane 
beside the Raeburn 

Road bus stop.

The U7 bus runs between here 
and the Uxbridge campus.

Continue along 
Charville Lane to 
a mini-roundabout 

where Bury Avenue goes off  
to the right. Go straight ahead 
here on the separated footpath a 
litt le to the right of the road, to 
Langdale Drive.

Here, the lane changes to become 
a no-through-road  with tarmac 
but no pavement: it boasts a 

variety of architectural styles in the houses: some standard mid-century 
houses alternate with bungalows and other building styles, including 
agricultural properties and the tucked-away-at-the-edge-of-civilisation 
nature of certain types of business buildings.

Just beyond a tall pole carrying a light, a CCTV 
camera, and a No Tipping sign, you will reach 
a signpost on the right of the path, one of its 
brown fi ngerpost directing you through the 
barrier and along the Hillingdon Trail.

You will have just crossed (but you probably 
did not notice) the tiniest of bridges across a 
ditch; this carries an often-dry feeder which 
runs from the reservoir situated at what is 
now Ruislip Lido. In order to allay the fears of 
the local industrialists (who needed a constant 
supply of water from the River Colne and its 
distributaries, in particular from the Frays 
River, tapped at Denham), the reservoir was 
constructed to store water to replenish the 
Grand Union Canal.

A constant infl ux of water is needed at the 
higher levels in the canal system, since water 
is lost downwards every time the lock system 
is used. The feeder will be on your right for a 
time, while the Yeading Brook, at fi rst on the 
left, will be a companion almost as far as the 
Grand Union Canal, the crossing of which will 
herald your arrival into Southall.

Follow the Hillingdon Trail path across scrub 
and into more tree-enclosed land. Carry straight 
on at a cross-path, after which you will see 
stagnant water on your left. Shortly afterwards, 

2.1

2.2

Hillingdon Trail at 
Charville Lane

Yeading Brook
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where a litt le wooden bridge 
gives access to playing fi elds 
(with houses over to the right), 
bear left instead, and continue 
along the now-enclosed lane to 
reach a path junction at the far 
end of Michael Frost Park.

Here bear well left, away from 
the Young People’s Centre, to 
reach what the sign proclaims 
to be “Farm Park, home of AFC Hayes” (though it is marked as “Brook 
House FC” on the A-Z map). Keep to the right of the football stadium 
fence, at the end of which bear round to the right to come out onto 
Kingshill Avenue. Cross the road and bridge to the other side of Yeading 
Brook, the brook now to your right.

The Hillingdon Trail hugs the bank of the brook, and 
this constitutes a viable alternative at this point, but you 
can avoid the possibility of disturbing nesting birds by 

making a bee-line across the Greenway meadows.

Tread the line between close-mown park grass on your left and the 
comparatively uncut area to your right: aim to the right of three stately 
Lombardy poplars and to the left of a clump of hawthorn. Pass to the 
right of a basketball court, and then aim for the far end of the gore, 
where road and the brook meet at a footbridge.

Bear right to cross the footbridge, then take the Hillingdon Trail along 
the left-hand edge of the fi eld, following the brook on your left, to 
emerge onto Yeading Lane.

Off  to the right, 0.8km away, is a 607 bus stop on Uxbridge Road at The 
Grapes Inn. Local buses connect from here.

Once again, as at Kingshill Avenue, cross the road and bridge together, 
and continue in the same direction as before, following the Hillingdon 
Trail across the next meadow. Keep to the right, close to the brook: do 
not veer off  towards the left in the direction of the fl ats. After passing a 
straggly clump of blackberry bushes, you will see the Parkway bridge 
clearly ahead. Aim leftwards to make towards a cluster of lamp-posts 
below Parkway road-height: this gives access to the subway which runs 
under the road, beyond which the path gives out onto a much larger 
area of grassland.

Here, the Hillingdon Trail hugs the left-hand edge right 
into the far left gore, but instead of clinging to the house-
backs, you should strike out for a quieter option (with less 

chance of accidental breach of privacy) by taking a bearing out into the 
middle, fi xing on a small steeple on the horizon (it actually belongs to 
St George’s church, which lies just off  Uxbridge Road at the west end 
of Southall). About half-way across, you will meet and go over a cross-
path Here, bear slightly left, aiming now for the far left-hand corner of 
scrubland ahead, almost gravitating to the houses which have formed 
the left-hand (northern) edge of the meadow since Yeading Lane (with 
the gap for The Parkway, of course).

Yeading Brook meadow, 
looking north

2.3

2.4
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The land ahead (covered in scrub) seems to be elevated, like an 
ancient, though broad and fl at, burial mound. However, it is a bit of an 
anticlimax to fi nd, at the corner of the mound, a concrete fence-post of 
the kind (of the era running roughly from the 1930s to the 1950s) which 
used to surround POW camps, telephone exchanges, radio transmitt ers 
and other more or less offi  cial structures.

It appears that these were once allotments, but it is clear that they 
have lain fallow for at least a generation, and possibly even since the 
nationwide abandonment of widespread grow-your-own (often out of 
sheer necessity). Following the national recovery from the food rationing 
which outlasted the Second World War and only ceased at the end of 
1954, many people once more embraced the convenience of shopping for 
fruit and vegetables rather than the toil (especially in places with poor 
soil) of trying to win them from the land by their own labour.

The concentration of defence-related facilities which clustered in this 
area for most of the twentieth century makes one suspect (or yearn to 
suspect) ulterior histories, but in this instance, the prosaic description on 
the A-Z map seems to tell the whole story.

From the corner of this burial-ground of — how shall we put it? — the 
hopes of a generation of gardeners, bear off  at an angle to cut over to 
the corner of the gore and meet up with the Hillingdon Trail again as 
it approaches, house-backs still on its left. Though the prospect is at 
fi rst rather unpromising, a path (enclosed) appears miraculously in the 
tangled thicket of vegetation to lead ahead.

At a fork in the path, you will see, up to your left, a rather confusing 
signpost, pointing out the route of the Hillingdon Trail in two directions, 
and to the “Hillingdon Trail Diversion” off  to your left. Ignore the 

diversion, and continue through the trees. 
At a T-junction of paths, take the left-hand 
option to climb up to a footbridge over the 
Grand Union Canal.

This is the northern arm of the Grand 
Union Canal, which splits off  from the 
main Birmingham-to-Brentford route at 
Bull’s Bridge in Hayes, looping round to 
serve areas such as Alperton and Kensal 
Green, and fi nishing up via Litt le Venice at 
Paddington Basin. As well as giving this key 
access to the centre of London (ironically 
so close to the terminus of the railway 
which would seal the fate of the canals), it 
provided links with the Regent’s Canal and 
the Hertford Union, giving access to the 
River Lea and East London. Today, it is used 
almost exclusively for family outings.

Cross the footbridge, and continue straight 
ahead eastwards, away from the canal, 
towards houses. Soon, a fence-gap gives 
left-and-right access to Spikes Bridge Park: 

Hillingdon Trail diversion 
sign, west of the canal
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continue eastwards along the right-hand edge of the park, passing a 
nursery and some old huts (which were built for and used by Civil 
Defence), eventually reaching the park gate near a fi ve-a-side football 
enclosure.

Turn right through the gate, and left at the fi rst junction onto Carlyle 
Avenue. This is another estate built between the wars, which stretched 
Southall to the north of Uxbridge Road. Cross Lady Margaret Road, and 
continue to the junction with North Road.

This is another decision point: by following North Road for 600m, you 
will reach Uxbridge Road: the Southall Police Station bus stop (for the 
607) is nearby. This is the start of an alternative route to the Wharncliff e 
Viaduct. This alternative route adds 2.0km to the distance, but visits the 
important ‘Three Bridges’ site, part of IKB’s last railway project. The 
alternative route is described after the main route below.

At the North Road junction, 
you are 9.4km from the starting 
point at the statue on Uxbridge 
Campus. Here, you have covered 
just over half the distance 
between the Uxbridge and Acton 
campuses.

Entry to Spikes Bridge Park 
near Grand Union Canal

Today, the canal is used 
almost exclusively
for family outings.
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B50
3

North Road, Southall to
Wharncliff e Viaduct
via Dormer’s Wells

Start North Road, Southall — UB1  2LN

Finish Wharncliff e Viaduct — 220m NE of UB1  3PS

Distance 2.36km

Duration 29 minutes

Ascent 12.5m

Access Direct bus service to Uxbridge campus 800m south of start of section.

Facilities All facilities in Southall 800m south of start of section.

3.1 Burns Avenue, Southall, at junction with North Road 0m

3.2 E on Burns Avenue to Dormer’s Wells Lane; cross, and R onto L pvt to path just 
before reaching school; L along path; keep E line to Greenford Road.

1300m

3.3 Cross Greenford Road; through narrow gap in hedge onto path; cross golf course; 
keep River Brent on R to footbridge; cross, and bear R; climb to church; L then R to 
cross fi eld SE; R to pass beneath viaduct.

1060m
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This section starts at the top of North Road, Southall, at its 
junction with Burns Avenue.

The 607 bus from the Uxbridge campus stops at Southall Police Station, 
800m south of the start of this section.

From the junction, walk eastwards: the road which was 
Carlyle Avenue farther west is now called Burns Avenue.

Thomas Carlyle and Robert Burns were two writers with strong 
connections to Dumfries — is this mere coincidence?

Your route now continues along Burns Avenue to its end. Cross over 
Dormer’s Wells Lane and turn right along the pavement. Just opposite 
number 43, turn left down a narrow path with a school on the right.

At the end of the school’s 
property on the right, the path 
opens out at a small triangle of 
grass; the tarmac path veers off  
half-left towards a clutch of 1960s 
tower blocks, the nearest of these 
being Sheringham Tower.

Instead, keep straight ahead 
on the smaller path to pop 
through the bushes at the far 
end and out onto a golf course, 
with a small brook on your left. 
Note the sign warning of fl ying 
golf balls: similar signs will be 
important sighting-points. Aim 
for a wooden marker post and 
then across the fairway to a grey 

metal signboard (you are looking at the back of another of those golf-ball 
signs). This leads to an enclosed path and out onto Greenford Road by a 
few steps.

Cross the road and, a few metres to the right, continue 
through a hole in the ivy hedge down a fl ight of old (and 
beware! — rickety) concrete steps. Cross two fairways, 

following the now familiar “fl ying golf balls” warning signs to meet the 
River Brent (on your right side) fl owing towards you in its litt le dell.

Follow the path until a lea opens out, with a distant view of a white 
building with green doors ahead: this is the pavilion of Brentfi elds 

Cricket Club. When you catch 
sight of this building, do not go 
towards it, but take a path to the 
right to reach a footbridge over 
the River Brent.

Here, in front of the bridge, the 
path which goes off  to the left 
just before you reach the bridge 
carries the Capital Ring walking 
route towards Horsenden Hill 

3.1

3.2

Divergence of the path (left) 
towards Sheringham Tower

3.3
Distant view of the pavilion 
of Brentfi elds Cricket Club
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and Hampstead Heath (and beyond, all its 
merry way via Woolwich and Wimbledon 
back to where you stand).

Cross the footbridge.

At this point, the Capital Ring (bound for 
Brentford) continues by the river bank 
through Brent Lodge Park: this forms an 
alternative low-level route to the Wharncliff e 
Viaduct. It is also useful to note that there are 
public toilets in the middle of the park, away 
from the riverside path on higher ground. 
You may then continue south to pick up the 
Capital Ring eastwards to reach the viaduct 
and re-join the main route.

A quick right-and-left brings you to the foot 
of the stepped path which rises to St Mary’s 
Church, Hanwell.

Though the church is of a much earlier 
foundation, the present building was 
constructed in 1841 to a design by George 
Gilbert Scott  — one of his fi rst Church of 
England commissions.

From the far end of the church, a path leads ahead, diagonally across the 
Churchfi elds recreation ground. Drift rightwards from the path towards 
a rather modest monument surrounded by railings: this is the Hanwell 
Scouts’ War Memorial. A few metres ahead, there is a more enigmatic 
stone which is enclosed in irons: this is the old Hanwell Glebe stone.

The Hanwell Glebe stone indicates that the land was copyhold for the 
benefi t of Rev George Glasse: copyhold was a form of tenure for the 
use of manorial land: in this case, the land was held by the incumbent 
clergyman of St Mary’s. It was called ‘copyhold’ because the tenant held 
a copy of the original deed. Glasse was rector of St Mary’s, succeeding 
his father in that offi  ce in 1785 and continuing until his death in 1809.

Just along Church Road from the 
church, there is a white thatched 
cott age called The Hermitage. 
This was the house built for 
George Glasse, in an att empt to 
raise his social status. The house 
had to be purchased through 
a loan which he had sought 
in London. On arranging and 
collecting the funds, he left the 
money in a cab. In his ruin on 
realising that the money had 
gone, he hanged himself. The 
following day, the money was 
returned to his lodging-house by 
the cab-driver.

Hanwell Glebe Stone

Hanwell Scouts’
War Memorial
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Even though he was a suicide, George 
Glasse was buried in the crypt of St Mary’s 
church — a testament to the power of family 
connections.

Go ahead, dipping at the far end of the 
park to pass underneath one of the arches 
of IKB’s impressive Wharncliff e Viaduct, 
which carries the tracks of his Great Western 
Railway.

Here, a path comes up from the right 
(crossing the river), and a much smaller path 
leads off  to the left, parallel to the railway.

The path coming up from the right is the 
Capital Ring route, here making its way 
from Richmond by the Thames and up the 
River Brent from Brentford. It also carries the 
alternative route to the main Brunel50 Path 
route from North Road, Southall via Southall 
Park, Three Bridges, the Grand Union Canal, 
and the River Brent.

This marks the end of this section of the 
Brunel50 Path.Wharncliff e Viaduct from 

Brent Lodge Park
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B50
4

North Road, Southall to
Wharncliff e Viaduct
via Three Bridges

Start North Road, Southall — UB1  2LN

Finish Wharncliff e Viaduct — 220m NE of UB1  3PS

Distance 4.10km

Duration 50 minutes

Ascent 10.4m

Access Direct bus service to and from Uxbridge campus 800m from start of section.

Facilities All facilities in Southall 800m from start of section.

4.1 Burns Avenue, Southall, at junction with North Road 0m

4.2 S on North Road; L on Uxbridge Road; R into Southall Park; SE to path rbt; E past 
playgd to exit park onto Green Drive; ahead over Park Avenue to path; under then 
over rly tracks; ahead on Glade Lane; L into park; pass playgd on L; take path S to 
canal; L on towpath to Three Bridges.

2490m

4.3 E on towpath past fi ve locks; L onto Brent River Path; under Uxbridge Road; along 
riverside to viaduct, where R over footbridge to path junction.

1810m



4 – 2 Brunel50 Path © 2016-18 IG Liddell

This section starts at the top of North Road, Southall, at its 
junction with Burns Avenue.

The 607 bus from the Uxbridge campus stops at Southall Police Station, 
800m south of the start of this section.

Take North Road southwards (that is, turning right off  
Carlyle Avenue if coming from Spikes Bridge Park), 
using the left-hand pavement, past inter-war housing. 

Just beyond a row of shops on the right, the road bears slightly left at a 
triangular green with some trees: do not take the right-hand option.

Cross to the right-hand pavement at the zebra crossing beyond the green 
at some more shops, and continue along North Road.

There is a change in the housing to terraces of the last few years of the 
nineteenth century; just before the road reaches Southall High Street, 
you will reach industrial units on the left, and the dark brick Police 
Station on the right.

Turn right into Southall High Street, across the entrance to the Police 
Station, and cross the busy road at the pedestrian crossing. The bus stop 
for the 607 bus is a few metres to your right, but to continue, turn left off  
the crossing, past the pillar box opposite the end of North Road. Beyond 
the Red Lion Hotel, just where High Street becomes Uxbridge Road (the 
road becoming a dual carriageway with a separated bus lane), a gate 
gives entry into Southall Park.

If, for any reason, the park gate is closed, continue along Uxbridge Road 
and turn right into Green Drive. The exit from the park is about 250m 
ahead.

Step into the park. Do not take either of the two paths on the left, but 
choose the main path (just left of straight ahead). Go round to the right 
of a circular feature (in a way, a pedestrian roundabout) in the centre 
of the park, passing a hedged area of formal planting (with a world 
globe set in its centre) now to your right, then set off  down a path to the 
left of some play equipment; there is a slight valley in the grass to your 
left. Walk past the playground, with its “castle” on a hill to your right, 
carrying on to exit the park through a gate.

Turn right onto Green Drive, and continue to its end at Park Avenue. 
Across the road, behind a lamp-post with a street-name sign, a tarmac 

path (signposted for pedestrians 
and cyclists) leads between the 
houses. This path goes under the 
main railway line, runs between 
industrial units, and crosses over 
a freight branch railway line.

Now called Glade Lane, it 
continues ahead until it emerges 
through a traffi  c barrier at the 
corner of Post Road. The distance 
from Park Avenue to this point is 
600m.

4.1

4.2

Southall Park
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Turn left just beyond the barrier 
to enter a park. Follow the main 
track ahead, bearing to the right 
in front of a playground. Trend 
left to keep the playground fence 
on your left hand side. When 
you come level with a basketball 
court, take the right-hand path: 
it then trends left. Take a broad, 
but less obvious path to the right, 
and go through a gap to the 
right of a gate at the far end of 
this meadow to reach the Grand 
Union Canal towpath.

Turn left along the towpath 
to reach and pass a canal lock 
(number 91). About 300m ahead, you will reach a road bridge over the 
canal. But look over to your left, and you will see the freight railway 
deep beneath. This crossing point is IKB’s remarkable Three Bridges 
site, a site historically signifi cant enough to have been designated as a 
scheduled monument.

The railway line running between Southall and Brentford, which you 
crossed at the north end of Glade Lane, was IKB’s fi nal railway project 
(185659). There were two principal obstacles in the way of the railway: 
the Grand Junction — today, the Grand Union — Canal (built in 1794), 
and Windmill Lane, which led from Southall to the bank of the Thames 
at Isleworth. IKB decided to meet both of these obstacles head on, and 
devised a route which would create a three-decker bridge: road over 
canal over rail. The railway needed to be in a deep cutt ing, so that it 
would not spoil the view from Osterley Park. large metal beams on a 
central brick pier carry the weight of the canal (in a trough 2.4m deep, 
a fl ange of which forms the towpath) and the road over the railway line.

Access to road level is on the east side of the bridge: it is worth going up 
to look at the structure from all of the available angles — though not, of 
course, from the railway.

Continue along 
the towpath, with 
the brick wall of 

the what used to be the Hanwell 
County Asylum and what is 
still Ealing Hospital on your 
left, past fi ve locks. Just before 
the fi fth, notice a bricked-up 
arch in the wall. This used to be 
a canal access into the asylum. 
Ealing Hospital was reborn as a 
1960s concrete block, and more 
recently, houses have been built 
in the more hitoric parts of the 
hospital estate.

Three Bridges

4.3
Morning light on

Hanwell Locks
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Beyond the hospital land, you 
will drop down to the confl uence 
of the canal with the River Brent.

Here, section 8 of the Capital 
Ring, running clockwise, comes 
in from the right.

A Capital Ring fi ngerpost 
indicates the way to the left on 
the footpath adjoining the river 
(though eagle-eyed walkers may 
spot a short-cut down to the 
riverside path just beforehand).

Walk upstream along a quiet 
and winding path, with the 
river on your right, until you 
reach Hanwell Bridge over the 
Uxbridge Road, which was 
formerly the coach road between 

London and Oxford. Here, a path rises to road level, while a low tunnel 
path takes the route underneath the road (except in times of fl ood).

The limited-stop 607 bus service, which operates between Uxbridge and 
White City, has a stop at Ealing Hospital to the left: slower services on 
the 207 and 427 routes cover all stops between them. The Viaduct Inn 
(formerly the Coach and Horses) on the far side of the river, and shops 
and cafés at Hanwell Broadway.

Beyond the road, the forward view is dominated by the brick 
Wharncliff e Viaduct, one of the many wonders of Brunel’s Great 
Western Railway.

Whereas the Three Bridges was Brunel’s fi nal railway project, the 
Wharncliff e Viaduct was part of his fi rst. Ever the innovator, Brunel 
constructed the viaduct with hollow piers — another of his fi rsts. The 
line of the Great Western Railway is carried 20m above the Brent valley 
across eight elegant semi-elliptical arches.

The path hugs the river bank, with a vast hay-meadow off  to the left 
(still managed as such by Ealing Council) until, right up at the viaduct, it 
crosses the river on a small bridge. At the east end of the bridge, you will 

arrive at a junction of paths.

This concludes the alternative 
route: the two options for the 
Brunel50 Path now move on 
together towards Hanwell, Ealing 
and Acton.

Wharncliff e Viaduct from 
the southern hay-meadow

Heron, Hanwell Bridge
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B50
5

Wharncliff e Viaduct
to

Acton campus

Start Wharncliff e Viaduct — 220m NE of UB1  3PS

Finish Acton campus — W3  8JH

Distance 5.87km

Duration 1 hour 12 minutes

Ascent 25.7m

Access Buses at end of section. Ealing Common station (District and Piccadilly Lines) en 
route. Direct buses to Uxbridge campus at West Ealing, Ealing Broadway, and Ealing 
Common en route.

Facilities Shops and cafés in several locations on Uxbridge Road, in West Ealing, and in Ealing en 
route. Pubs in Ealing and east of Ealing Common en route.

5.1 Wharncliff e Viaduct by River Brent 0m

5.2 E parallel to rly past Hanwell stn to Church Road, where R to Uxbridge Road; L to 
West Ealing; R on Melbourne Avenue (path beyond 607 stop) to Leeland Terrace, 
where L; cross road into Dean Gardens; keep to R side of park; R into Northfi elds 
Avenue; L into Matt ock Lane; R onto Churchfi eld Road;; L onto Culmington Road; 
R into park; ahead (NE) to lake, then E (bearing L of college) to Ealing Green.

3330m

5.3 Cross road and take Grove Road opposite: at far end, ahead across Ealing 
Common, over N Circular Road, and bear L to Uxbridge Road at Leopold Road; 
R past Ealing Common stn; along Uxbridge Road to Gunnersbury Road; ahead on 
Uxbruidge Road; R into Woodlands Avenue; half-L into park and out onto Crown 
Street; R, and R onto Mill Hill Road to campus (now West London College).

2540m
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This section starts 
at the Wharncliff e 
Viaduct, just on 

the south side of the bridge.

There is no public transport here, 
but Hanwell station (Elizabeth 
Line) and Hanwell Broadway are 
not far away.

Take the small 
path away from 
the river, keeping 

the green railway boundary fence 
close on your left (two other 
small paths lead off  to the right: 
just ignore them), fi nally bearing 

left at the top where you reach a pocket park with a small pond down 
to your right. Continue parallel to the railway, past the southern portal 
to Hanwell Station, and on to the end of York Terrace where it meets 
Church Road, where turn right. Cross Church Road and turn right along 
the left-hand pavement.

As you approach and cross Netheravon Road, you will see and pass a 
faceless NHS polyclinic, where a sign proclaims the presence of the 
Hanwell Eyecare Centre — it might as well proclaim that the building 
is the Hanwell Eyesore Centre, such is the poverty of aesthetic. The rest 
of the route down Church Road to the Uxbridge Road is a succession 
of three churches: the fi rst of these is the Victorian Methodist Church, 
then the yet higher Victorian St Mellitus’ Church of England (in the 
blunt brick-barn style so familiar across London suburbia), and fi nally, 
seen across the Uxbridge Road junction, the concrete post-war Roman 
Catholic church of Our Lady and St Joseph.

Cross Uxbridge Road at the pedestrian crossing and turn left. There 
now follows about 800m of busy road, with no real alternative option 
available. Still, sweet are the ways of adversity — there are opportunities 
to pick up supplies, and you pass the gates of a couple of the many 
suburban cemeteries which were established by inner-city authorities 
(here, City of Westminster on the right, Royal Borough of Kensington 
and Chelsea on the left) who found that they were running out of 
cemetery space as the nineteenth century progressed with ever more 
people living in the cities. These local (though extra muros) cemeteries 
are not to be confused with the Magnifi cent Seven cemeteries which 
were private enterprises which drew their custom from the whole of 
London, and indeed, from beyond the metropolis.

You will eventually reach the shops on West Ealing Broadway: carry on 
along Broadway until you reach Melbourne Avenue (a pedestrianised 
street) on your right.

There is a 607 bus stop shortly before you reach this point, for 
connections back to Uxbridge.

Turn right into Melbourne Avenue. You will pass the library on your left 
and a supermarket on the right. Note the modern mural panels set high 

5.1

5.2
St Mellitus C of E church, 
Hanwell, with the RC 
church of Our Lady and 
St Joseph in the distance



© 2016-20 IG Liddell Brunel50 Path 5 – 3

up on the supermarket wall. Turn left into Leeman Terrace, with perhaps 
a pause to visit the London Farmers’ Market on your left on Leeman 
Road, if you happen to be walking through on a Saturday morning.

Take Leeman Terrace to Tawny Close on the right. Just a few metres 
down Tawny Close, there is a gate which gives you access to Dean 
Gardens. Follow the path along the right-hand side of the gardens to 
come out onto Northfi eld Avenue. Reach Matt ock Lane, across and 
slightly to the right, using the pedestrian crossing. Go along Matt ock 
Lane to reach a crescent of shops (with a café).

Trend right across the shop frontages to reach Churchfi eld Road. At 
the fork, do not be drawn down Somerset Road, but take the left fork 
to continue on Churchfi eld Road. At Culmington Road, turn sharp 
left, then almost immediately right through a gap (signed towards 
Pitz hanger Manor House) into Walpole Park.

Bear left on entering the park, then bear right past a mighty oak (beside 
which an interpretive bollard 
tells the history of the tree) to 
cross the park to the end of 
a long pond: there are some 
fountains here which play and 
spout from time to time. At 
the approach to the pond, bear 
slightly to the right and continue 
ahead, crossing a small stream 
by a litt le bridge. Here the path 
turns left to follow the water’s 
edge towards an ornamental 
stone bridge.

Follow the path round to the 
right a litt le before the stone 
bridge: keep the wall on your 
right to pass along the south side 
of the Pitz hanger Manor House, 
now an Ealing Council museum. 

Mural, West Ealing 
supermarket

Folly bridge, Walpole Park
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Make your way across the front 
garden of the Manor House to 
reach the road (Ealing Green) at 
the pedestrian crossing opposite 
The Grove pub.

By turning left here, you will 
reach the main road in 250m: 
the 607 bus stop is on the left, 
opposite the church.

Cross the road and 
continue round the 
pub corner into 

The Grove, which runs parallel 
to Uxbridge Road. An interesting 
variety of architectural styles 

is evident in the street. At the end of The Grove, go ahead onto Ealing 
Common.

Take aim at a red-gabled house on the far side of the common; go 
straight across the Common to reach the ever-busy North Circular 
Road at a pedestrian crossing. Cross over the main road, and take the 
park path ahead (ignoring a path to the half-left which reaches Uxbridge 
Road by a more direct route), towards a low grey building in the far 
(north-east) corner of the Common.

This building used to house a set of subterranean public conveniences, 
which were superseded by a new-fangled corrugated-metal “tardis 
toilet” on the Uxbridge Road side of the structure. However, the tardis 
may have taken off  (since the fi rst traverse of the route for this guide) 
and left no more than a paved pedestal in its wake, so don’t pin your 
hopes too heavily on relief here.

Cross over the end of Leopold Road and carry on along the right-hand 
pavement of Uxbridge Road to Ealing Common Tube station.

Ealing Common Tube station is served by the District Line and by the 
Piccadilly Line (which runs to Uxbridge, with a possible change needed 

at Rayners Lane station). A few 
metres beyond the station, there 
is a 607 bus stop.

From here to Acton, there follows 
another stretch of Uxbridge 
Road, with no viable alternative 
in prospect. On the north side 
of the road, a modicum of relief 
may be aff orded by walking 
through Twyford Crescent 
Gardens, but to take advantage 
of that would involve you in 
two crossings of the busy road, 
formerly the main route from 
London to Oxford and beyond. 
As in West Ealing, it is probably 

View across Ealing Common 
to North Circular Road

5.3
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Uxbridge Road, Acton

bett er to face the music and 
just walk down the southern 
pavement. There are some shops 
selling food (including fresh 
fruit) on this side, and you will 
pass architecturally interesting 
buildings across the road — and 
these are bett er seen from this 
southern side.

Just after crossing Gunnersbury 
Lane at the traffi  c lights, look 
out for a litt le entry on the right, 
with an old borough street-sign 
high up on the wall, announcing 
the street name as Woodlands 
Avenue. Turn right, then bear left 
into a small park, which is tucked 
away behind the backs of the buildings on Acton High Street.

Down to your left in this rather dull, hemmed-in park is a small brown 
brick structure which resembles a rather grubby igloo: this was the 
icehouse, wherein the staff  of the Woodlands estate stored winter ice to 
provide refrigeration during the summer months (it would also have 
been packed around the tubs to freeze custard and sorbets into iced 
desserts).

From the icehouse, bear right to climb to the left edge of the buildings 
and exit the park onto Crown Street.

Make your way past Woodlands Hall, and a civic plaque giving the 
story of Stamford Brook (now fl owing underground hereabouts), 
and bear right into Mill Hill Road. The entry to what is now the Acton 
campus of Ealing, Hammersmith and West London College (which, like 
Brunel, has been no stranger to 
amalgamations) is on the right, 
with the Woodlands building the 
redbrick structure on your right 
as you look in.

This is the 1957 birthplace of 
Brunel College of Technology 
(which grew out of Acton 
Technical College and, having 
been chartered as Brunel 
University in 1966, grew into 
Brunel University London).

The building is now occupied by 
the National Autistic Society and 
their very successful Sibyl Elgar 
School, which provides specialist 
secondary-school education for 
London children who exhibit 
along the autistic spectrum.

Woodlands Avenue, Acton
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To reach the 607 bus stop, return 
along Mill Hill Road, passing 
Crown Street on your left, and 
carrying straight on through 
the traffi  c barrier into Mill Hill 
Terrace, left into Mill Hill Grove, 
and right into Acton High Street 
to reach stop G (Acton Old Town 
Hall).

It is, however, not much farther 
to reach Acton Town station 
(on the District and Piccadilly 

Lines, the latt er with services to Uxbridge): to reach this transport point, 
simply follow the route notes in the next section of this guide.

The college gate marks the end of this section.

Icehouse, Woodlands Park
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B50
6

Acton campus
to

Osterley campus

Start Acton campus — W3  8JH

Finish Osterley campus — TW7  5DS

Distance 6.94km

Duration 1 hour 27 minutes

Ascent 39.8m

Access Buses at start of section. Osterley station (Piccadilly Line) 1.3km distant from end of 
section. Acton Town station (District and Piccadilly Lines) en route. Syon Lane station 
(South Western Railway) close by en route. Buses at South Ealing and on the A4 en route.

Facilities All facilities at start of section. Shops at Acton Town Tube station en route. Pub in South 
Ealing en route. Basic kiosk at Osterley station.

6.1 Acton campus 0m

6.2 W on Mill Hill Road; L on Gunnersbury Lane past Acton Town stn; cross N 
Circular Road; L, then R into park; bear L to keep museum on R; R across frontage; 
R to café; L with pond to R; R to pavilion; L to courts, R (NNW) to perimeter path, 
where L; at corner, half-R to exit park.

2270m

6.3 Cross Lionel Road North; along Pope’s Lane; L into cemetery, where R at bend, 
L to war meml, R across path and out to South Ealing Road; L then R on Murray 
Road; L on Windmill Road, then R on The Ride; R, then cross Boston Manor Road; 
at pedestrian crossing, where L to reach entrance to Boston Manor House.

1920m

6.4 Through gate, and L across front of mansion; R, L and R to descend; under M4; L 
with river on R, then diag across fi eld to canal bridge; over bridge; L to canal; L 
under bridge, then L up to road; R on A4, crossing to L pvt at bridge; L on Syon 
Lane, then R to cross; ahead on Northumberland Avenue (including L-R zigzag at 
Harewood Road); R on Wood Lane; L on Borough Road to war meml.

2750m
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This section begins on Mill Hill Road in Acton, at the gate 
of West London College, formerly the Acton campus of 
Brunel University.

Acton Technical College divided into two sections in 1957, and the 
section which was charged with training people to be Chartered 
Engineers was given the name of Brunel College of Technology. IKB’s 
Great Western Railway came through Acton Main Line station nearby, 
and to boast a link with such an eminent Victorian engineer’s name was 
seen to be aspirational and historic.

In 1962, the college became the fi nal institution in the country to be 
graced with the title of a College of Advanced Technology, a designation 
which turned out to be short-lived, since all of these institutions were 
to be granted university status in the wake of the Robbins Committ ee’s 
Report on Higher Education in the UK, which was presented to 
Parliament in October of the following year.

The Royal Charter was awarded to the institution in June 1966, which 
duly took the name of Brunel University: a new charter changed the 
offi  cial name to Brunel University London in 2014. The rest of Acton 
Technical College has become part of Ealing, Hammersmith and West 
London College, and is also home to the Sylvia Elgar School, a special 
secondary-education establishment for children with autism.

To reach the campus from the 607 bus stop at Acton Old Town Hall, 
turn back up the hill, crossing to the left-hands pavement at one of the 
two pedestrian light crossings you meet. If you reach the point where 
Acton Market Place opens out on your right, you have gone too far. 
Take Mill Hill Grove (about 350m from Acton Old Town hall bus stop), 

6.1Woodlands Building, Acton
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following the right-hand pavement. Fork right after 40m onto Mill Hill 
Terrace, and follow this street, which becomes Mill Hill Road. Cross 
Crown Street, and after a block of three brick-faced houses on the right, 
you will reach the entrance to the campus, whose buildings are beyond 
the traffi  c barrier on your right.

From the college entrance on Mill Hill Road, proceed 
away from Acton High Street (i.e., with the college on 
your right) the full length of the road, and turn left at the 

end, down Gunnersbury Lane. When you reach the mini-roundabout, 
bear up and slightly right to Acton Town station (still on Gunnersbury 
Lane), using a pedestrian crossing a few metres down Bollo Lane to the 
left of the roundabout.

Acton Town station is a viable option as a staging-post for the Brunel50 
Path. It is a busy junction station on the Underground, with trains on the 
District and Piccadilly lines serving Uxbridge, Ealing, Heathrow Airport, 
and central London.

From the station, continue along Gunnersbury Lane to the junction 
with the North Circular Road, traversing this busy thoroughfare at the 
pedestrian crossing just to the left of the junction.

At the far side of the crossing, turn left and go downhill for a few metres, 
then turn right to enter the tranquillity of Gunnersbury Park. You will 
soon come to the Small Mansion on your left, with a small car park. 
Beyond is the Large Mansion, now a museum. Pass to the left of the 
Large Mansion, with the Small Mansion on your left. A magnifi cent vista 
opens out in front of you, as the parkland falls away in front of you.

Gunnersbury Park and Mansion have been in local authority hands 
since 1929, but a full millennium’s history is stored here, starting with 
Gunylda, the niece of King Knút (or Canute). This area was called 
Gunylda’s burh (a burh was a stronghold); the name has come down to us 
today as Gunnersbury.

Gunylda’s grim fate was to fi nd 
herself banished out of England 
and into exile under a charge of 
spowsebrech (i.e., spouse-breach, 
or adultery) in 1044. Later, she 
was able to clear herself of the 
charge by means of a ‘champion’, 
whereby a knight chosen by the 
royal defendant (who could not 
be seen to be tried in the same 
manner as a commoner) fought 
a court-appointed knight. In the 
contest, Gunylda’s champion 
slew the court’s knight, so 
Gunylda was acquitt ed. If the 
court’s knight had prevailed, 
Gunylda would have been 
considered guilty, and would 
have been executed without trial.

6.2

The Large Mansion, 
Gunnersbury Park



6 – 4 Brunel50 Path © 2016-20 IG Liddell

Much later on, the Gunnersbury estate was purchased for Princess 
Amelia (1711-1786), daughter of King George II; the Princess held 
a lively political salon at the house, and had the park designed in the 
landscape style as was fashionable at the time. In later years, the well-
known Rothschild banking family held the estate. In the early 1960s, 
the Orangery was allowed to be used by the Brunel Students’ Union at 
Acton for entertainment and other events. Today, Gunnersbury Park 
accommodates one of the campuses of Capel Manor, London’s land-
based further education college.

Walk along the garden frontage of the Large Mansion, and then right 
to approach an Italian café. Bear left before reaching the café (or make 
onwards after visiting it!) to pass the Round Pond on your right (with 
its Temple on the far side). Turn right towards a sports pavilion and car 
park, then bear left to reach some fenced courts. Here, turn right, with 
the courts on your left, to reach the path which runs along the northern 
perimeter of the park. Turn to the left to follow the perimeter path, with 
house-backs on your right. Where the path turns left to descend the 
western perimeter of the park, turn half right to pass a lodge, and go on 
out to the corner of Pope’s Lane and Lionel Road North.

Bear half-left to continue along Pope’s Lane, with a row of shops on 
your left, until you reach the gate of South Ealing Cemetery on your left-
hand side.

If the gate is shut, continue 
along Pope’s Lane, and then 
turn left down South Ealing 

Road to re-join the route at the cemetery’s 
main entrance.

Enter the cemetery, and walk down the 
broad avenue. Your way through the 
cemetery is simple: just follow the signs to 
the chapel, which is at the South Ealing Road 
entrance. Turn right at the end, then left 
just before the end of the next (transverse) 
avenue.

Pass the local war memorial on its litt le 
roundabout with its familiar Cross of 
Sacrifi ce, then turn right at the next litt le 
circle. Cross a narrow public footpath 
which bisects the cemetery and is enclosed 
by fences separating the two parts of the 
cemetery (but proceed with care — local 
cyclists use it frequently for their egotistical 
charade of sprint practice), and continue out 
through the chapel arch to reach the busy 
South Ealing Road.

Running northwards, buses connect with the 
607 at Ealing Broadway. South Ealing station 
(Piccadilly Line) is about 500m away in the 
same direction, off ering trains to Heathrow 

War memorial in
South Ealing cemetery

6.3
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Boston Manor House

or, with a change at Acton Town, 
to Uxbridge.

Turn left, and then go 
immediately right into Murray 
Road.

Down South Ealing Road, at the 
next corner, is the Ealing Park 
Tavern, where refreshments may 
be had during opening hours.

At the far end of Murray Road, 
turn right up Windmill Road. 
Cross at the pedestrian crossing, 
and continue on a path which 
leads through to the end of The 
Ride. Pass a school on your left, and go to the far end. where you will 
reach Boston Manor Road. Again, turn right uphill to reach a pedestrian 
crossing: once across, turn left.

Turn right through the gate of Boston Manor House and Park. Turn to 
the left along the frontage of the House, then to the right along the south 
side of the building.

Boston Manor House is a Grade I listed Jacobean manor 
house with links to, among others, the Earls Spencer of 
Althorp and the merchant family of the Clitherows. The 

house and park have been held in public ownership since 1923. Prior 
to the building of the Manor House, the estate (previously seized from 
the Duke of Somerset) was given by Queen Elizabeth I to the Earl of 
Leicester, who started a sort of pass-the-hot-potato sequence until the 
Somerset taint was suffi  ciently distant.

The parkland sweeps down in front of you to the valley of the River 
Brent. Turn left, then right to reach the foot of the expanse of lawn in 
front of the house. Here, turn left until you are underneath the M4, then 
turn left to follow the path which runs underneath the fl yover towards a 
footbridge. Do not go as far as the bridge, but rather take a small path to 
the left, with the water over on your right. Eventually, you will emerge 
onto a meadow which is backed on the left by the towering modern 
headquarters of GlaxoSmithKline.

Cross the meadow on the diagonal to a modern footbridge over the 
Grand Union Canal, backed in your view by a multi-storey car park. 
Cross the canal, and turn left away from the A4 bridge when you reach 
the towpath. A ramp on the left (signposted as a Capital Ring link to 
Brentford station) gives access to the prosaically-named Transport 
Avenue, which you follow left out onto the A4, the Great West Road, 
where you will turn right.

Walk up the road, and cross at the footbridge (if it is still there: there are 
plans to remove it, in which case simply continue until there is a safe 
crossing point). Continue forward to the junction with Syon Lane at 
Gillett e Corner. This is a major crossing as the old road between Southall 
and Brentford crosses the Great West Road, and it is dominated by the 

6.4
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Gillett e building, with its massive 
brick central tower, surmounted 
by its copper cap with a clock.

The stretch of the Great West 
Road (A4) which you have just 
walked was one of the fi nest 
arrays of industrial art deco in 
the 1920s and 1930s, built on the 
very edge of the then metropolis. 
Similar features adorn other 
radial routes out of London: the 
white Hoover building with its 
decorative tilework on the A40 at 
Perivale is another local example.

Some of the architectural glory 
of the inter-war era remains — 
the Gillett e building is probably 
the best-known example, but we 

should also salute the survival of the building (visible on the left as you 
cross the footbridge) which is now occupied in punning fashion by JC 
Decaux, the well-known street-furniture company.

However, the boxy PC World shed and its modern ugly neighbours on 
your right as you climb the hill are built on the ruins of the masterpiece 
Firestone tyre factory, which was subjected to a monumentally crass 
piece of cultural vandalism, destroyed by its new owners (Trafalgar 
House) over the August Bank Holiday in 1980, just hours before its 
historic listing was due to come into eff ect.

On the other side of the canal, towards Kew Bridge station, modern 
high-rise buildings have replaced other inter-war and later glories, 
consigning such icons as the original neon ‘moving’ Lucozade 
advertisement (from 1954: the original is in Gunnersbury Park museum, 
and the 2010 replacement is on a diff erent building on the A4) to the 
history of memory.

Syon Lane station is about 200m from Gillett e Corner, down Syon Lane. 
There are rail links with Waterloo, Clapham Juunction, Hounslow and 
Richmond.

Walk down Syon Lane to your left for a few metres, then traverse it 
at the pedestrian crossing (ignore the subway, which will take you 
across the Great West Road to the Gillett e building), to go forward into 
Northumberland Avenue.

This housing estate is linked to the estate (at Syon Park nearby) of 
the Duke of Northumberland through the use of street-names which 
celebrate a selection of Northumbrian towns and landscapes. The 
estate was built up in the early 1930s, long after Lancaster House was 
built (in 1866-67) to accommodate the London International School, and 
subsequently Borough Road College.

Note the distinctive features of the plasterwork on the walls of many of 
the houses on the estate, something of a trademark of the company who 

Gillett e Corner
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built them. This is an important aspect of the 
aesthetic of the years of London expansion, 
bearing comparison with the litt le details of 
mock-Tudor and the arched vestibules which 
have given rise to the tongue-in-cheek name 
of ‘by-pass vernacular’ for that style, which 
started in London but grew nationally — the 
A45 Coventry southern by-pass (well, it was 
a by-pass in those days!) is an outstanding 
provincial example.

Walk along the complete length of 
Northumberland Avenue, taking the litt le 
zigzag to left and right as Harewood Road 
crosses. At the end, turn right into Wood 
Lane, and, shortly before you reach the A4, 
turn left into Borough Road. The bulky form 
of Lancaster House, the lodestone of the 
former Osterley campus, looms up on the 
right, now converted into fl ats.

Opposite the main entrance to Lancaster House, you will reach the 
War Memorial for Borough Road College on a refuge at the junction of 
College Road with Borough Road.

Remembrance services were held here every year on 11 November while 
Osterley was a Brunel campus.

Osterley station (for Heathrow Airport and, 
by changing at Acton Town, for Uxbridge) is 
1.3km away: make your way out to the Great 
West Road and turn to the left. The station is 
some distance up the road on the right-hand 
(northern) side.

Osterley station is another fi ne example of 1930s 
architecture, this time the design is by Charles 
Holden (1875-1960), who did so much work for 
London Transport (and designed Senate House 
for the University of London).

There is a bus service which runs the length 
of the Great West Road, from Hounslow to 
Hammersmith. This is the H91: it may be 
of some use in connecting onto a 222 bus at 
Hounslow bus station for Uxbridge, but this is a 
rather long-winded option.

The war memorial marks the end of this section 
of the Brunel50 Path.

Typical house on the 
Northumberland estate

Borough Road College
war memorial
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B50
7

Osterley campus
to

Twickenham campus

Start Osterley campus — TW7  5DS

Finish Twickenham campus, at Railshead Road — TW7  7BP

Distance 2.81km

Duration 35 minutes

Ascent 14.8m

Access Osterley station (Piccadilly Line) 1.3km distant from start of section. Buses at end of 
section. Isleworth station (South West Trains) en route. Buses at London Road en route.

Facilities Basic kiosk at Osterley station. Shops and cafés on London Road en route. Pub on 
Linkfi eld Road en route. All facilities in Old Isleworth en route.

7.1 Osterley campus, at war memorial 0m

7.2 S on College Road’ L on London Road; R on Linkfi eld Road; R on Twickenham 
Road to Mill Plat.

1340m

7.3 L on Mill Plat; follow path to Church Street; L to crane; R on riverside to Town 
Wharf; R to Swan Street; L on Church Street; L on South Street; R on Richmond 
Road; cross River Crane; L on Railshead Road to riverside.

1410m
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This section starts at the Borough Road College war 
memorial at the junction of Borough Road and College 
Road, at Osterley campus.

The building we know as Lancaster House was built in 1867 to house 
the London International School, a progressive and internationalist 
institution whose philosophy came from Richard Cobden (bett er known 
for his Anti-Corn-Law League activism). Cobden died shortly before the 
completion of the building and the beginnings of the school. In its fi rst 
year, the school has 68 pupils; all but ten were boarders. The school roll 
never rose above 100, and closed in 1889.

The property was sold to Borough Road College, which had been 
established in 1798 in the road of that name in Southwark, but whose 
original premises were no longer suitable for the college’s work. At 
the time of the move, the college was set in the midst of farmland: the 
surrounding houses came much later. Therefore, the street here was 
named after the college, not the other way round! Aerial photography 
from the early 1930s show fi elds to the west and east, with much of the 
housing on either side of the Great West Road still to be constructed.

In 1976, the college amalgamated with Maria Grey Teacher Training 
College (on the Twickenham campus) and Chiswick Polytechnic (behind 
Turnham Green station, in the brick building now housing the Arts 
Educational School): the merged institution became the West London 

7.1Lancaster House,
Osterley campus
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Institute of Higher Education. In 1995, the Institute amalgamated with 
Brunel University, for two years, holding (with Twickenham campus) 
the transitional title of Brunel University College. The Borough Road site 
then became known as Brunel University’s Osterley campus. By 2006, 
all staff  and student activity had transferred to Uxbridge as part of the 
University’s concentration on that site, and the Osterley site was sold 
for housing. All the college buildings which fi lled the space on the west 
side of Lancaster House have now been demolished to make way for 
new housing, while the main Victorian buildings have been retained and 
turned into fl ats. The former college’s extensive sports facilities remain, 
now in private ownership.

In front of Lancaster House, at the junction of College Road and 
Borough Road, stands the Borough Road College War Memorial, topped 
by a Celtic cross.

Osterley station is 1.3km distant from the start of the section. From the 
station, cross the A4 by the underpass and, on the south side of the road, 
walk away from the bridge in an easterly direction on the right-hand 
pavement. Turn right onto Thornbury Road, then left into Church Road. 
At the end of Church Road, turn right into Ridgeway Road, and left into 
Borough Road to reach the war memorial.

From the Borough Road College War Memorial, walk 
downhill away from Lancaster House on College Road, 
past some 1930s houses which display features of the 

Arts-and-Crafts movement of William Morris (similar sensibilities are 
also seen in the architecture of the Red Lion Inn, which the Brunel50 
Path passes a litt le way ahead). Half-way down the hill, Ridgeway 
Road merges from the right, and you will soon reach London Road at 
the foot of the hill: opposite is Isleworth railway station. Cross the busy 
thoroughfare at the pedestrian crossing.

On London Road to your right, there are shops and opportunities for a 
bite to eat: this litt le commercial hub extends down St John’s Road on 
the far side of the railway bridge.

If you fi nd that you have strayed into that part of St John’s Road, you 
may retrieve the main route on Linkfi eld Road by walking along Loring 
Road, or alternatively by continuing beyond St John’s Park to gain 
Linkfi eld Road via Kendall Road.

From St John’s Road (facing London Road), either the H37 or the 117 bus 
will take you to the bus station in Hounslow, where you may change 
onto a 222 bus to Uxbridge. Other bus connections operate to Richmond 
and Brentford from the vicinity. Trains run from Isleworth station to 
Waterloo (from the platform nearer the entrance on London Road).

Turn left on London Road, pass under the railway bridge, and turn 
right into Linkfi eld Road at the Bridge Inn. Keeping to the right-hand 
pavement, cross over Loring Road, and walk the full length of Linkfi eld 
Road.

You will fi nd the Red Lion Inn (with, as noted above, its features so 
typical of the Arts and Crafts movement) about half-way down on your 
left, set amongst the mix of terraced houses and cott ages which now 

7.2



7 – 4 Brunel50 Path © 2016-20 IG Liddell

fi ll the street. This is a notable 
survivor of the recent wave of 
pub closures, which seem to have 
hit particularly hard the ones 
which, like this one, are isolated 
from other commercial concerns 
but which are fi rmly rooted in 
residential neighbourhoods.

At the bott om of Linkfi eld 
Road, you will come out onto 
Twickenham Road. Cross at the 
refuge, and turn right, then left 
into Mill Plat.

This very tranquil 
narrow lane soon 
becomes a tarmac 

footpath, with modern housing 
beyond the fence on the left. Go 
round a double=corner zig-zag 
to reach some modest almshouse 
dwellings on the right. A litt le 

beyond the almshouse building, on the left, you will see the bricked-up 
ex-doorway of Warkworth House, and at the bott om of the lane, you 
reach Church Street.Ingram almshouses

7.3

Red Lion Inn, Isleworth
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The London Apprentice,
Old Isleworth

This quiet lane has so much to off er. The almshouse was established in 
1664 by Sir Thomas Ingram, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster: the 
residence backs onto the Duke of Northumberland’s River.

This river was dug by hand (there is a clue is in the placing of the word 
‘River’ at the end of the name, rather than at the beginning, as is normal 
usage for natural rivers such as the Thames, Clyde or Pinn) to boost the 
waterfl ow to mills such as the one here: you can see the spillway at the 
Church Road bridge. The river also provided water to the ornamental 
lakes in Syon Park, the nearby estate of the Duke of Northumberland. 
The local ducal presence also explains the Northumbrian name of 
“Warkworth House”.

Turn right on Church Street, crossing the river by the bridge; 
immediately turn left at a sign proclaiming that you are now walking 
the Thames Path, the National Trail which follows the river from source 
to sea (you are now following it upstream).

Follow the Duke of Northumberland’s River to its outfl ow into the 
Thames: a grey metal crane has been retained as a reminder of the Town 
Wharf’s fi rst purpose, the transhipment of goods between river and land 
transport. Turn right to follow the Thames Path along the wharf. The 
route passes through the property of the Town Wharf pub, separating 
the indoors area from the riverside garden (pausing is not obligatory, 
but nor is it unrecommended) to the far end of the pub terrace.

The wharf is not on the main Thames channel, which fl ows on the far 
side of Isleworth Ait (the tree-clad island directly opposite the wharf — 
‘ait’ is an old word for a riverine island, which is used for many on the 
Thames: a variant spelling is ‘eyot’, used for such islands as Chiswick 
Eyot), and bordering the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew.

This backwater has silted up somewhat as trade has declined, and at 
low tide the water is only a few centimetres deep and a couple of metres 
wide: it is therefore popular with mudlarks — or at least, with modern 
successors of mudlarks with metal-detectors, trying to fi nd a pot of gold 
(or a coin or two).

Looking downstream (that is, 
to your left) from the crane, 
you will see the red brick of the 
London Apprentice pub, which 
was for a long time popular 
with staff  and students from 
Twickenham campus as a retreat 
and watering-hole.

Beyond the pub (and across the 
road) is the isolated tower of 
All Saints’ church; the rest of 
the building was destroyed in 
1940. It was not, however razed 
to the ground, as so many other 
London buildings were at that 
time, by aerial enemy action 
during the Blitz . The destruction 
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of the church was by more local 
hands — it was brought down by 
schoolboy arson.

At the point of writing, there 
is no public riverside access 
at present (although, with 
each individual riverside 
redevelopment, there tends to be 
a municipal aspiration to have 
such access as a condition of the 
granting of planning permission). 
For that reason, the Brunel50 
Path, along with its national 
routefellow, the Thames Path, 
must turn away from the river for 
a road-bound walkaround.

Just beyond the Town Wharf Inn, then, turn right to reach Swan Street. 
At the end of this street, turn left into Church Street, to come out onto 
South Street in the centre of Old Isleworth.

You will fi nd a fair number of shops and a variety of opportunities for 
sit-down food and drink just a few metres away up South Street, if for 
some reason you have not partaken at the Town Wharf pub.

Turn left, then right with the main road, which you should follow to the 
River Crane.

The wall on your left formed, until recently, the boundary of a convent. 
The property is being redeveloped for housing on quite an extensive 
scale. It is expected that this will have signifi cant impact on the 
locality, and there may need to be minor changes made by walkers of 
the Brunel50 Path during construction works, and indeed, after the 
completion of the new development.

At the crossing of the River Crane, you pass into the London Borough 
of Richmond-upon-Thames. You are now in the only London Borough 
which lies on both sides of the Thames (though the City of London does 
have a toehold on the south side where it has sole jurisdiction over some 
bridges).

Beyond the Crane bridge, bear next left into Railshead Road, following 
the Thames Path signs.

The wall on your right used to enclose the estate of Gordon House, 
the centrepiece of the former Twickenham campus of the University: 
nowadays, it hems in the new development of housing which was built 
upon the campus land.

At the end of Railshead Road, make your way out onto the riverside 
path and turn right.

The dark gothic brick roofscape of Gordon House, with its suggestion 
of Transylvanian bats just waiting to swoop down upon you, looms up 
somewhat forbiddingly above your head on your right — though the 

Looking upstream from the 
Town Wharf pub terrace
at high tide



© 2016-20 IG Liddell Brunel50 Path 7 – 7

foreboding is somewhat lessened by the bathetic (and architecturally 
off ensive) placing of satellite dishes on the roof next to the clocktower.

You are now at Twickenham campus, the end of this section.

Public transport between here and Uxbridge is rather contrived: 
however, the H37 bus will take you as far as Hounslow bus station 
for the 222 bus to Uxbridge. The bus station lies a short distance from 
Hounslow East Underground station, where the Tube will take you 
either to Heathrow for the A10 bus to The Greenway, or via Acton Town 
for another Tube train to Uxbridge (and a connection to the campus).

However, it must be said that Richmond is a much bett er proposition 
as a staging-post for the walker on the Brunel50 Path route — not only 
does the town centre host all the standard urban facilities from banks to 
department stores, cafés to pharmacies, but Richmond station is a major 
terminus on the Underground, with single-change links available (via 
Hammersmith) to Uxbridge.

The town centre and the station lie a short distance from the White Cross 
Inn on the riverside, ahead on the next stage of the Brunel50 Path.
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B50
8

Twickenham campus
to

White Cross Inn, Richmond

Start Twickenham campus, at Railshead Road — TW7  7BP

Finish White Cross Inn, Richmond — TW9  1TH

Distance 1.29km

Duration 16 minutes

Ascent 5.5m

Access Buses at start of section. Buses and Richmond station (District Line, Overground and 
South Western Railway) near end of section.

Facilities All facilities in Richmond near end of section

8.1 Twickenham campus, at Railshead Road 0m

8.2 Riverside path to Ranelagh Drive; cross river by bridge at Richmond Lock. 550m

8.3 Continue upstream with river on R under Twickenham road and rail bridges to 
White Cross Inn.

740m



8– 2 Brunel50 Path © 2016-20 IG Liddell

This section starts at the end of Railshead Road on the 
riverside path, at the north end of Twickenham campus.

The Twickenham campus was contained within the estate 
of Gordon House, a Grade II listed Georgian mansion owned by, among 
others, the Marquess of Ailsa, the Earl of Kilmorey, and the Duke of 
Richmond and Gordon (whence the current name of the house, which 
was initially called Railshead House). The Duke’s full and formal title is 
the Duke of Richmond, Lennox, Gordon and Aubigny — his is the only 
family line to hold ducal titles in the peerages of England, Scotland, the 
United Kingdom and France. The current seat of the Duke is Goodwood 
House, in West Sussex.

The Duke and the other owners listed above are all commemorated in 
local street-names. The Marquess of Ailsa is also acknowledged in the 
name of a pub on St Margaret’s Road, while the Earl of Kilmorey’s 
Mausoleum in the Egyptian style (which was moved with the Earl as 
he sought new abodes around the country) returned to St Margaret’s 
and rests there today: the legendary tunnel between the house and the 
mausoleum, along which the Earl is said to have practised his fi nal 
journey, laid in a coffi  n (which was set on a wheeled skateboard-like 
conveyance) and wrapped in a shroud, is no longer accessible. Gordon 
House has interiors by Robert Adam (1728-1792), the important Scots 
architect and designer who studied under Piranesi and led the initial 
phases of the Classical Revival.

8.1Gordon House,
Twickenham campus,
seen from across the river
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In 1946, Maria Grey Teacher Training College moved to Gordon House 
from Fitz roy Square (near today’s BT Tower in central London), where it 
had been located since 1885: it was founded in Bishopsgate (not far from 
Liverpool Street station) in 1878. It was part of the 1976 merger with 
Borough Road College and Chiswick Polytechnic which brought into 
being the West London Institute of Higher Education, and became part 
of Brunel University in 1995. Teaching at this site ended in 2003, and 
almost the entire campus estate was given over to housing. The Rambert 
School of Ballet and Contemporary Dance moved off  the site when 
teaching fi nished, severing its relationship with Brunel University. The 
School subsequently returned to Clifton Lodge (which formerly housed 
the Social Work department) in association with the University of Kent.

Continue along the riverside path (here known offi  cially 
and rather grandly as Isleworth Promenade, and part of 
the north bank route of the Thames Path National Trail) 

from the end of Railshead Road, at fi rst with the remains of the old 
brick estate wall separating you from the former campus, until you pass 
through a traffi  c barrier, out onto the public road at Ranelagh Drive, and 
on to Richmond Footbridge.

Ranelagh Drive is subject to tidal fl ooding, as local warning notices 
proclaim. There are tarmac ‘sleeping policemen’ at strategic points on 
the access roads to the riverside, below which it is not safe to park at the 
highest tides.

Richmond Lock and Footbridge is a Grade II* listed structure, and its 
lock is the farthest downstream of all the Thames locks. Originally 
commissioned by the Thames Conservancy before the lower limit of 
its jurisdiction was set some litt le way upstream at Teddington, the 
lock and weir is now run by the Port of London Authority and is its 
only riverine lock. The weir is half-tidal: for four hours at the top of the 
tidal cycle, the sluice gates are able to be raised into the superstructure 
to allow craft to pass unimpeded, thus avoiding the charge which is 
levied (at £5) for the use of the lock at the lower phases of the tide. The 
whole structure was opened in 1894 by the Duke of York (later King 
George V), and serves to regulate the river level between Richmond and 
Teddington, as well as giving 
craft a step up or down as they 
navigate the River Thames.

The Thames Path National Trail 
has been designated and so is 
signposted as two parallel routes 
between the Greenwich Foot 
Tunnel and Teddington Lock, 
one on each bank of the river, 
(downstream and upstream 
of these points, there is only a 
single route). You may follow the 
north bank to Richmond Bridge 
if you would rather avoid the 
footbridge steps; however, you 
will miss the bett er views from 

8.2

Richmond Footbridge,
above the lock and weir
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the riverside and the more direct access to Richmond town centre and 
station aff orded by the main route.

Cross the Thames by the weir’s high-level footbridge, descending to the 
south bank of the river.

Turn right to follow the path on the southern bank of 
the river upstream, as it borders Old Deer Park. You will 
pass beneath two bridges in quick succession: the fi rst 

is Twickenham road bridge, which carries the A316; that is followed in 
short order by Richmond railway bridge, which accommodates the line 
between the stations at St Margaret’s and Richmond.

The fi rst of the two bridges is the road bridge, built in 1933 as part of 
the Chertsey Arterial Road project (itself an element of the overall 
programme to improve routes in and out of London which also gave us 
the current routes of the A4 and A40). It was the fi rst reinforced-concrete 
bridge to be constructed with permanent hinges built into the structure. 
This feature allows for the adjustment of the angle of the arch as it abuts 
the pier, providing structural resilience against the natural expansion 
or contraction of the metal strengtheners caused by any changes in 
temperature.

Once you have passed beneath the road bridge, the railway bridge is 
next. The fi rst railway bridge to cross the river here was built in 1846 
when the tracks were extended from Richmond towards Windsor; 
the current structure was built using the previous bridge’s piers and 
abutments in 1908. The bridge was substantially renovated in 1984.

Beyond the bridges, you will see a sign pointing up Old Palace Lane to 
the White Swan pub and Richmond Green. It also leads to the large car 
park on the A316, but its principal interest to the Brunel50 Path walker 
is that it provides a designated ‘dry route’ for use at the highest tides, 
when the main riverside path is fl ooded. Continue straight along the 
riverside path, here known as Cholmondeley Walk, to the White Cross 
Inn. This is the staging-post for Richmond.

A short walk up Water Lane will bring you to the heart of Richmond’s 
town centre. The town off ers all manner of commercial facilities and is a 

major transport hub.

Richmond station is 800m away: 
at the top of Water Lane, keep the 
1930s building (which formerly 
housed the Dickins and Jones 
department store to your left, 
and walk along George Street, 
bearing left into The Quadrant, 
and crossing to the station at the 
pedestrian crossing provided.

Richmond station has train 
services to Waterloo and to 
Reading, and also to many places 
in south-west London. There are 
London Overground services 

Twickenham Bridge, with 
hinge, and the rail bridge
in the background

8.3
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The River Thames and 
Twickenham bridges

from the White Cross Inn
in early morning stillness

to Acton Central (for the 607 bus to Uxbridge), Willesden Junction and 
points east. The station is also served by District Line trains on the 
Underground: you will need to change at Turnham Green for Acton 
Town; for services to Uxbridge, it is generally bett er to change to the 
Piccadilly Line at Hammersmith or (for a simpler connection) at Barons 
Court.
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B50
9

White Cross Inn, Richmond
to

Hampton Court Palace

Start White Cross Inn, Richmond —TW9  1TH

Finish Hampton Court Palace (Lion Gate) — KT8  9DD

Distance 8.24km

Duration 1 hour 42 minutes

Ascent 35.1m

Access Buses and Richmond station (District Line, Overground and South Western Railway) 
near start of section. Buses at end of section. Teddington station (South Western 
Railway) en route. Buses to Heathrow from Broad Street, 600m distant from Teddington 
station en route.

Facilities All facilities in Richmond at start of section. Pubs and shops on both sides of the river 
near end of section (see also next section)

9.1 White Cross Inn, Richmond 0m

9.2 Riverside path to Teddington Lock, cross river; Ferry Road to Kingston Road. 4990m

9.3 Ferry Road and High Street; L on Udney Park Road; R on Cromwell Road; L over 
rly; L then R; cross Clarence Road; ahead on Avenue Road; R on Park Road; L into 
Bushy Park; follow R edge of park; continue past turn for Pheasantry to Longford 
River; bear half-L to Lion Gate.

3240m
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This section starts at the White Cross Inn, at the foot of 
Water Lane, in Richmond.

Richmond station has links with Waterloo and destinations in south-
west London. There are London Overground connections with 
Acton Central (for the 607 bus to Uxbridge), Willesden Junction and 
points east. The station is also served by District Line trains on the 
Underground: you will need to change at Turnham Green from or for 
Acton Town; for Uxbridge connections, it is generally bett er to change at 
Hammersmith.

In the sixteenth century, King Henry VII built a palace at Sheen (which 
had been the site of earlier Royal abodes), and called it Richmond, after 
his earldom and his ancestral home of Richmond in North Yorkshire: the 
sett lement around the palace later became known as Richmond, leaving 
Sheen as a more local name. Richmond Park was att ached to the palace 
as a hunting park, and deer still roam in the Park today.

The coming of the railway to Richmond in the 1840s led to a signifi cant 
expansion of the community as a ‘town of London’. The logic of 
its situation within London was confi rmed in 1965 when it was 
incorporated into the local government of Greater London as one of the 
communities within the London Borough of Richmond-upon-Thames.

The meander of the Thames upon which Richmond stands is well 
endowed with fi ne buildings and green space, and the view upstream 
from Richmond Hill, captured most famously by Sir Joshua Reynolds 
and JMW Turner in oils (and by countless others in photographs) is 
protected by an Act of Parliament of 1902, which forbids any unsightly 
development on the slopes and meadows below. It is indeed a delightful 
prospect, though of course it lies off  the Brunel50 Path.

From the White Cross Inn, look back at the riverscape 
with the railway bridge now in front of the road bridge, 
before making your way past Quinlan Terry’s immense 

(1984-87) neo-Georgian Richmond Riverside development. With the 
many restaurants and bars which form part of the development, and 
having a natural amphitheatre made out of its artifi cial terracing, this is 
often a noisy and bustling place, really only tranquil at an early hour. 
You might therefore opt to encounter this length of the River Thames 
at its best by starting out from Richmond before 0900 on a stage of the 
Brunel50 Path.

The Terry development ends at Richmond Bridge, beyond which the 
riverside path becomes just a litt le calmer. There are still restaurants to 
be passed and eager members of the rowing clubs with whom the path 
must be shared, but the path is here set in parkland. Behind and above 
the green space, the backs of the houses on Petersham Road rear up, and 
there are several paths which lead up to the road, and to the southern 
end of Richmond town centre.

The Poppy Factory is located on the far side of Petersham Road, fairly 
close to Bingham’s Hotel. It was set up to provide employment for the 
many disabled ex-service personnel who make the millions of poppies 
worn in the run-up to 11 November each year in remembrance of those 
who fought and died in the Great War (1914-18), and in later confl icts.

9.1

9.2
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As the buildings on the left 
peter out, the tarmac path takes 
a swing left, slightly away from 
the river towards Petersham 
Road (though shortcutt ers have 
worn a path in the grass closer 
to the river). This gives access to 
the road at a small toilet block 
at Buccleuch Gardens, with 
Petersham Meadows ahead 
through a gate.

The meadows are grazed by catt le, principally black-and-white Belted 
Galloways which are often nicknamed ‘panda cows’.

Do not pass through the gate into the Meadows, but make your way to 
the riverside to walk along the path between meadows and water.

Pass the end of River Lane, which comes down from Petersham: you 
will soon come to Hammerton’s Ferry. The route does not cross the 
river here, but if you need to get over to the Twickenham bank within 
the ferry’s operating hours, just open your lungs and shout for the 
ferryman. A litt le farther on, a lane comes down to a riverside car park at 
Ham House.

Ham House is a Jacobean mansion built in 1610 and the home of many 
generations of the Earls of Dysart (the place-name is in Fife, just east of 
Kirkcaldy). It has the oldest orangery in Britain and is in the care of the 
National Trust.

Beyond Ham House, there is a long stretch of riverside path as the 
Thames takes the bend of Ham Lands. It is often enclosed in trees and, if 
you are not distracted by the many runners and cyclists, it may off er you 
a time of green-fl ecked contemplation. In time, you will reach a facility 
for marine education run by Surrey County Council (though let us be 
absolutely certain, this is still nowhere near Surrey, being still within the 
London Borough of Richmond-upon-Thames).

A litt le way beyond Ham House, 
almost hidden by lichen and 
overgrowth, there is a small 
obelisk on the riverbank.

This marks the downstream limit 
of the jurisdiction of the Thames 
Conservancy (now a section of 
the Environment Agency). About 
300m farther on, you will come 
to Teddington Lock and Weir, 
the highest point on the tidal 
Thames (though the eff ects of the 
highest tides, when they combine 
with very high downstream fl ow 
levels in the river, may be noticed 
as far upstream as Molesey 
Lock).

Belted Galloway catt le graze 
Petersham Meadows

Ham House
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The creation of a weir and lock at Teddington spans all of the nineteenth 
century and creeps into the twentieth: the fi rst proposal comes from a 
litt le before 1800, with the fi rst lock completed in 1811, a rebuild was 
completed in 1858, and the set of three locks (for diff erent sizes of craft) 
we see today was fi nished in 1905. The weir makes use of its angle to the 
river to maximise control of the fl ow. In 1940, the Thames fl otilla of Litt le 
Ships assembled at Teddington Lock before going on to play their part in 
the evacuation of Dunkirk.

Please, though, do not att empt to reprise the famed fi sh-slapping dance 
on the lock (where the original Monty Python TV sketch was fi lmed).

Cross the two footbridges to reach, by way of an island, the north bank 
of the river, then continue up the left pavement of Ferry Road, on the 
way passing two pubs.

Cross over the end of Broom Road, and rise to the 
junction with the major road, where you should go 
straight across Kingston Road at the traffi  c lights to reach 

Teddington High Street.

The enormous edifi ce in front of you is the Landmark Arts Centre, 
formerly the Church of St Alban the Martyr. This pile was constructed 
between 1889 and 1896 in the French Gothic style, directly opposite the 
far more modest church of St Mary (which survives). The intention of 
the congregation was to create a church rivalling a certain cathedral on 
an island in the Seine in Paris, but in the end, this extravagant “Notre 
Dame de Teddington” lasted no more than a single lifetime (between 
1896 and 1967), after which the congregation trooped back across 
Teddington High Street to St Mary’s, leaving St Alban’s in peril. The 
Landmark Arts Centre uses the deconsecrated building for a wide 
variety of artistic and cultural events.

Go up High Street: at the top of the rise, after you cross Langham 
Road, you will enter the eastern part of Teddington’s commercial hub, 
with cafés and restaurants among the other shops. Keep going until, 
opposite the King’s Arms, you turn left down Udney Park Road. Take 

Ingram almshouses

9.3

Teddington Lock
from upstream
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The route over the railway 
in Teddington

the right-hand pavement — the left one comes to an end a 
short distance ahead — and continue to the end of the road. 
Turn right into Cromwell Road, and follow it round the bend, 
crossing over the end of Bolton Gardens. Cross the road to the 
left-hand pavement to walk parallel to the railway. A green 
public footpath sign on a lamp-post leads you leftwards to 
cross the railway by means of a footbridge. On the other side, 
footpaths lead off  to the left and to the right.

For transport options in Teddington, you should take the 
path to the right. Teddington station (for trains to Kingston 
and Waterloo) is a litt le over 100m down the path. Turn left 
at the station into Adelaide Road, then right into Park Road, 
left into The Causeway, and left into Broad Street to reach the 
stop for the X26 express bus to Heathrow Central bus station, 
with connections to Uxbridge. The X26 bus stop is 600m from 
the station side of the footbridge. At this point, you are 7.5km 
from Twickenham campus.

Turn, then, to the left, and next to the right, until the tarmac 
path emerges opposite Avenue Road. Note the helpful old 
sign set into the wall directing visitors to Bushy Park: this is 
your route. At the end of Avenue Road, cross Park Road at the 
pedestrian crossing, and then turn right to reach the entrance 
to Bushy Park at a mini-roundabout.

Cross Chestnut Avenue within the park, then pick up a path 
which leads half-left towards some sports facilities. Turn left to 
walk parallel to the fence (and also parallel to the road, which 
is now fi ve lines of trees over to your left).

About 500m ahead, you will see a wooden signpost directing 
visitors to the Pheasantry, off  to your right. This houses the 
Bushy Park visitor centre (which contains a café and toilets). 
The route of the Brunel50 Path does not visit the Pheasantry 
(though there is no reason not to make the short detour), but rather 
continues straight ahead.

Bushy Park became a Royal Park in 1529 when it was confi scated by 
King Henry VIII from Cardinal Wolsey, along with the Cardinal’s 
Hampton Court Palace.

Later monarchs instructed improvements such as the Chestnut Avenue 
and Diana Fountain (both designed by Sir Christopher Wren), and the 
Longford River, a 19km artifi cial watercourse which was dug to divert 
water from the River Colne to feed the fountains at Hampton Court 
Palace. Bushy Park also contains the National Physical Laboratory on its 
northern perimeter.

Over on the east side of the park, there is a pentagonal plinth memorial 
to General Dwight D Eisenhower, who set up his headquarters at Bushy 
Park prior to the D-Day campaign in 1944. The US Eighth Air Force 
(which softened up targets in France during the run-up to D-Day) was 
stationed in the park until January 1944, when they moved their base to 
High Wycombe.
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About 200m beyond the turn for 
the Pheasantry, the path begins 
to drift rightwards: continue on 
the path until you see a low grey 
stone bridge abutment on your 
right, where the Longford River 
(which is usually fairly stagnant) 
runs into a culvert beneath your 
feet. At this point, be sure not 
to follow the main path, but 
bear off  left in the direction of 
the Diana fountain. Do not go 
quite as far as the fountain, but 
cross the road coming from your 
right just before it reaches the 
park roundabout encircling the 

fountain. You may now make your way by small paths to the Hampton 
Court Gate, which you will see ahead and up to your left. This gate is 
directly opposite the Lion Gate of Hampton Court Palace.

From here, a rather slow bus route will take you to Heathrow, whence 
buses to Uxbridge. Alternatively, take a bus to Wood Street in Kingston 
for the express X26 service to the airport.

This is the end of this section.

Longford River, Bushy Park
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B50
10

Hampton Court Palace
to

Walton Bridge

Start Hampton Court Palace (Lion Gate) — KT8  9DD

Finish Walton Bridge — KT12  1BH

Distance 8.41km

Duration 1 hour 42 minutes

Ascent 21.0m

Access Buses at end of section. Buses at end of section. Walton-on-Thames station (South 
Western Railway) near end of section. Hampton Court station (South Western Railway) 
en route. 

Facilities Pub at start of section. All facilities in Walton-on-Thames near end of section. All 
facilities in East Molesey en route.

10.1 Hampton Court Palace, Lion Gate 0m

10.2 W, then bend L; cross bridge; R on riverbank past Molesey Lock and Sunbury Lock 
to marina; cross marina entrance; pass under Walton Bridge to café.

8410m
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This section of 
the Brunel50 
path begins 

at the entrance to Hampton 
Court Palace by the Lion Gate, 
at the southern end of the main 
carriageway in Bushy Park.

A rather slow bus service on 
the 111 route will take you to 
the Lion Gate from Heathrow 
Airport, with connections from 
Uxbridge. Alternatively, take 
the express X26 service to Wood 
Street in Kingston and change for 
a bus to Hampton Court.

From the Lion Gate, walk with the Palace wall on 
your left to the corner of the road, and turn left to pass 
the west gate. Continue to the river, crossing to the 

upstream (right-hand) pavement before you reach the bridge (but after 
the road junction). Cross the river to the southern bank of the river.

Hampton Court station (with trains to Waterloo) is on your left, and the 
main shopping area of East Molesey is ahead.

East Molesey businesses have long grasped with both eager hands the 
tourist potential of being next to Hampton Court Palace: many shops, 
cafés, and restaurants (emblazoned with local and national brands) 
call for your custom, and at least some of them are above blatant 
exploitation of a captive audience. However, if it is simply a snack and 
a cup of tea (or coffee) which calls you (rather than the rigours of a 
full meal or a shopping expedition), and you do not mind standing or 
sitt ing in a garden while you consume the food and drink which you 
have purchased, you should continue along the river for about 300m to 
Molesey Lock, and to the lock-keeper’s litt le café kiosk.

Turn right at the south end of the bridge, and descend to river level. 
Follow the Thames Path sign off  the road and down to the riverside at 
a hut for hire boats: the path here is called the Barge Walk. Ahead lies 
Molesey Lock.

There is a litt le café kiosk in the lock-keeper’s garden. Arguably just as 
useful to the Brunel50 Path walker is a municipal toilet block, situated 
on the left (obviously, since the river is on the right!) about 100m beyond 
the café.

There now follows a section of the walk which extends, without exits, as 
far as Walton-on-Thames. It is simply put: stride out, keeping the river 
to your right-hand side.

After leaving East Molesey, with its canoe club, the route takes in the 
edge of Hurst Park — fi rst the park, then the post-war housing estate 
of the same name (be sure not to stray into the latt er: keep to the path 
nearest the river). There is a ferry to and from Hampton, but it only runs 
in the summer months and on demand.

10.1

10.2Entrance to the Barge Walk 
downstream from
Moseley Lock
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Gravel pits and waterworks 
past and present lie behind the 
Metropolitan Water Board’s 
wall for almost 2km. At length, 
Sunbury Lock is reached: just 
beyond a bridge access to the 
mid-river island (Sunbury Lock 
Ait), walkers diverge from 
wheeled and hoofed traffi  c to 
take the river edge of a small 
car park. Pass fi rst the Weir pub, 
then by the time you reach the 
Anglers’ Inn, you have arrived 
in the suburban boundaries of 
the ancient town of Walton-on-
Thames.

A bridge leads you over the 
marina entrance: once past the 
marina, Walton Bridge, which 
is surrounded by ultra-modern 
landscaping complementing its 
twenty-fi rst-century span, looms suddenly overhead. Pass under the 
bridge to reach the car park and reception centre beyond the span.

This marks the end of this section.

There is a café at the reception centre.

At Walton-on-Thames, the railway station is some distance away 
from the river, so it is likely that the best option will be the 555 bus to 
Heathrow (Oystercards not valid). Cross the bridge and take the main 
road round to the bus stop unless you need to visit Walton itself. You 
may also catch the 555 bus from one of several stops within the centre of 
the town.

The Angler’s Inn,
Walton-on-Thames

Walton Bridge
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B50
11

Walton Bridge
to

Shepperton Ferry South

Start Walton Bridge — KT12  1BH

Finish Shepperton Ferry South — KT13  8LU

Distance 1.91km

Duration 23 minutes

Ascent 6.8m

Access Walton-upon-Thames station (South Western Railway) near start of section.

Facilities All facilities in Walton-on-Thames near start of section.

11.1 Walton Bridge, opposite Reception Centre 0m

11.2 Follow riverside path to ferry landing. 1910m
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This section starts on the riverside path opposite the 
reception centre on the south side of Walton Bridge.

Walton-on-Thames is one of the most ancient sett lements in the area, 
and is a likely site for Julius Caesar’s fording of the river. The place-
name indicates that there was in Roman times an existing sett lement 
of pre-Roman inhabitants, coming from the same root as ‘Welsh’. Like 
many communities in this quarter, the railway brought the impetus for 
expansion, and today Walton has many commuters into London. It is 
also a popular location for corporate headquarters.

Just beyond the bridge, on the river bank, there is a post with a small 
notice-board, of the sort more usually associated with park by-laws. 
However, this could be of more than legalistic interest to the walker on 
the Brunel50 Path. The notice contains the schedule and other details of 
the Shepperton Ferry which lies ahead.

If it seems that the ferry is not running, or if you have 
a fear of crossing open water in anything smaller than 
a Channel ferry, or if you are simply too tight-fi sted to 

pay the fare to the ferryman, you may simply follow the streets through 
Shepperton village to reach the ferry landing on the far bank — see the 
next section. But even if you have to wait ten minutes for the next ferry, 
it will still be faster and much more pleasant to take the clear path which 
goes straight ahead from the notice-board, hugging the south bank, and 
then to enjoy the short voyage across the river.

A short distance along the way, you will see the river split, with one 
branch wheeling away to your right. That is, in fact, the original course 
of the river. The straight-line course which you are following is the 
Desborough Channel, which was cut during the 1930s to give river craft 
faster progress between Walton and Shepperton, and to mitigate against 
local fl ood damage. You will pass beneath two identical bridges, one at 
each end of the cut: they give road access to Desborough Island. After 
passing under the second of these bridges, you will pass a steeply-
arched footbridge (which is securely barred against unauthorised 

access): this leads to a natural 
eyot in the stream known as 
D’Oyly Carte Island. It was 
bought by Richard D’Oyly Carte, 
the theatre impresario who 
brought Gilbert and Sullivan to 
the Savoy Theatre. He had his 
residence built on the island, 
but after his death, his widow 
sold the property and the island 
passed out of the family. The 
island still bears his name.

The ferry runs every 15 minutes 
as required, on the quarter-hours 
(timed from a north bank start). 
The fi rst crossing is at 0900 on 
Mondays to Fridays, at 1000 
on Saturdays, and at 1100 on 

11.1

11.2

The bell to summon
the Shepperton Ferry
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Sundays. Ring the bell lustily, so as to be heard by the staff  in the depths 
of the Nauticalia shop, but only ring it at the time for the next crossing, 
otherwise you risk incurring the wrath of the ferryman. The adult fare 
(in 2020) is £2.50 for a single journey, a small price to pay for a unique 
aspect of the route.

Shepperton is today known for its fi lm studios, and for being the 
suburban home of JG Ballard, the author, until his death in 2009. Its 
historic but still tucked-away location, with a good rail link to central 
London and not too far from Heathrow airport, has made a reasonably 
large number of post-war celebrities (on lists running at least part of the 
way through the alphabet) choose to live here. But the town has a long 
history, as indeed does the ferry, which has plied this stretch of water 
for fi ve centuries. The sett lement is documented at least a hundred years 
before the Norman Conquest, and there are some fi ne Georgian houses a 
litt le bit back from the river.

At the end of the nineteenth century, though, there were reports of 
visitors who came to Shepperton from far, far away. They arrived across 
the meadows from Chertsey: they were the Martian invaders in The 
War of the Worlds, which was writt en by HG Wells (who lived in nearby 
Woking) and published in 1898. One of the invaders, having taken a 
direct hit from an artillery shell, landed, dead, in the water.

The river geography at this point is a jumble of channels, weirs, islands 
and lock: it is the point at which the River Wey enters the Thames. The 
Wey drains much of west Surrey; the northern branch rises at Alton in 
Hampshire, while the southern branch has its source on Gibbet Hill at 
the Devil’s Punch Bowl near Hindhead.
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B50
12

Walton Bridge
to

Shepperton Ferry North

Start Walton Bridge — KT12  1BH

Finish Shepperton Ferry North — TW17  9LQ

Distance 3.06km

Duration 38 minutes

Ascent 16.1m

Access Walton-upon-Thames station (South Western Railway) near start of section. Shepperton 
station (South Western Railway) north of Russell Road en route.

Facilities All facilities in Walton-on-Thames near start of section. Pub and shop in Shepperton en 
route.

12.1 Walton Bridge, at Reception Centree 0m

12.2 .L to bridge level; cross bridge; ahead on Walton Lane; L on Russell Road; L at rbt 
on Church Road then Chertsey Road to Ferry Lane, where L to ferry slip entrance.

3060m



11– 2 Brunel50 Path © 2016-20 IG Liddell

This section starts at the south side of Walton Bridge 
on the riverside path, opposite the Reception Centre 
and car park.

Walton-on-Thames is one of the most ancient sett lements in the area, 
and is a likely site for Julius Caesar’s fording of the river. The place-
name indicates that there was in Roman times an existing sett lement 
of pre-Roman inhabitants, coming from the same root as ‘Welsh’. Like 
many communities in this quarter, the railway brought the impetus for 
expansion, and today Walton has many commuters into London. It is 
also a popular location for corporate headquarters.

To reach the north bank of the river at Shepperton, 
climb up to Walton Bridge. Cross the bridge, and go 
left into Walton Lane; follow this round its bends to 

reach a T-junction with a mini-roundabout. Go left here into Russell 
Road. You will be following the Thames Path’s ferry-free alternative 
route: it heads off  left into the Las Palmas estate, to emerge back on the 
road a bit later: carry straight on along Russell Road to a roundabout.

Up High Street to the right lies Shepperton Station.

Go left at the roundabout into Church Road, following the road round 
the bend at Church Square into Chertsey Road, then turn left down 
Ferry Lane, to reach the ferry slip at the Nauticalia shop.

Shepperton is today known for its fi lm studios, and for being the 
suburban home of JG Ballard, the author, until his death in 2009. Its 
historic but still tucked-away location, with a good rail link to central 
London and not too far from Heathrow airport, has made a reasonably 
large number of post-war celebrities (on lists running at least part of the 
way through the alphabet) choose to live here. But the town has a long 
history, as indeed does the ferry, which has plied this stretch of water 
for fi ve centuries. The sett lement is documented at least a hundred years 
before the Norman Conquest, and there are some fi ne Georgian houses a 
litt le bit back from the river.

At the end of the nineteenth century, though, there were reports of 
visitors who came to Shepperton from far, far away. They arrived across 
the meadows from Chertsey: they were the Martian invaders in The War 
of the Worlds, which was writt en by HG Wells (who lived in nearby 
Woking) and published in 1898. One of the invaders, having taken a 
direct hit from an artillery shell, landed, dead, in the water.

The river geography at this point is a jumble of channels, weirs, islands 
and lock: it is the point at which the River Wey enters the Thames. The 
Wey drains much of west Surrey; the northern branch rises at Alton in 
Hampshire, while the southern branch has its source on Gibbet Hill at 
the Devil’s Punch Bowl near Hindhead.

12.1

12.2
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B50
13

Shepperton Ferry North
to

Chertsey, Abbey Green

Start Shepperton Ferry North —TW17  9LQ

Finish Chertsey, Abbey Green — KT16  8RF

Distance 4.13km

Duration 50 minutes

Ascent 9.1m

Access Shepperton station (South Western Railway) near start of section. Buses near end of 
section.

Facilities Pub near start of section. All facilities in Chertsey near end of section. Pub at Chertsey 
Bridge en route.

13.1 Shepperton Ferry North 0m

13.2 Ascend to road; L then R past Shepperton Lock; follow riverside path/road, leaving 
road where it swings defi nitively R away from river; keep to riverside path to L 
bend in river near road; ahead across meadow ; R up to bridge.

2790m

13.3 Cross bridge; follow Bridge Road to and round L bend; R on Willow Walk; bend R 
then L to Abbey Green.

1340m
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This section begins on the north side of the river at the 
Shepperton Ferry landing. It is the point of conjunction 
of the two routes from Walton Bridge.

Apart from the ferry, there is no adjacent public transport to this point: 
this is just a staging-post on a day’s walk.

From the northern slipway of the Shepperton Ferry, 
go up past the Nauticalia shop (from which the ferry 
service is managed) and turn left along the road to 

pass Shepperton Lock. Leave the town along the road past the Thames 
Lodge pub: after about 1.2km, the path leaves the road to the left, 
keeping close to the river. It threads its way between houseboats and 
their gates into the orchard at Ryepeck Moorings, then comes close to 
Chertsey Road before the vista opens out onto a broad meadow.

As at Petersham downstream, you will probably see a herd of sturdy 
Belted Galloway catt le which are used to graze and manage the 
meadow.

The Thames Path hugs the bank (and of course is an alternative route for 
those att racted to waterside walks), but you should make a bee-line for 
a small car park ahead, then make your way along the right-hand edge 
of the meadow to reach a three-way footpath signpost at the far end. 
Here, turn right and ascend to reach the roadside at the end of Chertsey 
Bridge.

On the far side of the road to the right of the junction, the Kingfi sher pub 
and restaurant provides food and drink during normal hours for such 
establishments. There are garden tables and, inside, areas of diff ering 
levels of formality.

This is a diffi  cult crossing-point on the road: you are aff orded no line 
of sight to traffi  c coming over the bridge. You are therefore advised to 
move down to your right, opposite the pub, before att empting to cross 
the road if you are visiting the pub. If you are travelling directly into 
Chertsey, you should turn left at the white coal tax post on the end of 
the bridge and use the bridge’s downstream (that is, the left-hand) 
pavement; if you have crossed the road to make use of the pub, then use 
the upstream (right-hand) pavement to cross the bridge.

Continue along Bridge Road 
into Chertsey suburbia, crossing 
to the right-hand pavement if 
necessary via the pedestrian 
refuge in the middle of the road 
beside the petrol station.

There has been a bridge here 
since at least 1530, when a 
document refers to the repair 
of the existing bridge, though it 
appears that the earliest bridge 
was built in either the fourteenth 
or fi fteenth century: it was noted 
that the Royal family was ferried 

13.1

13.2

Chertsey Bridge from its 
downstream left-bank side
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across in 1299. The present bridge dates 
from the latt er part of the eighteenth century 
and has Grade II* listed structure status (as 
indeed has the coal tax post).

Walk along Bridge Road, 
past the traffi  c lights at 
the end of Weir Road. 

Eventually, where the road bends to the left, 
you will reach a sign on the right for Abbey 
Chase Residential Home. Do not take the 
turning there, but continue round the bend. 
Just past the bus stop, turn right into Willow 
Walk. Follow this path to its end, where turn 
right, then left into Abbey Green.

Here, you have reached the end of this 
section. It is also the Chertsey point of 
decision for the next stage to take you to the 
Runnymede campus..

There are two options for your route from 
Chertsey to Runnymede: one takes the low 
level route to the north via Penton Park, 
Egham, and the slopes of Cooper’s Hill, 
while the other takes a more westerly route 
via Lyne Lane, St Ann’s Heath and Englefi eld Green.

This latt er route has, it must be said, more of interest than the low-
level route via Penton Park, but there is fully 1km of footpath (between 
St Ann’s Hill Road and Lyne Lane) which is covered thickly in shoulder-
high nett les and brambles. All in all, this St Ann’s Heath option is the 
preferred, if somewhat challenging, route. If you do choose to walk this 
route, it is essential that you wear appropriate clothing: long sleeves 
and long trousers in sturdy materials which will be as thornproof as 
possible. A hat and sunglasses (or even a pair of goggles) will give head 
and eye protection from the brambles. An antiseptic spray would be a 
useful addition to your travel accoutrements: the chances of scratches, or 
of deeper wounds from hidden branches, makes its inclusion worth the 
extra weight.

The route via Penton Park gives fewer challenges (barring a few fl ying 
golf balls at Laleham), but has a longer urban section through Pooley 
Green and Egham. On the positive side, this route also takes in the Air 
Forces’ Memorial on Cooper’s Hill: in order to visit this memorial as 
part of the St Ann’s Heath route, you will need to add a there-and-back 
detour from the end of the route at Runnymede campus.

Chertsey is served by the 442 bus to and from Staines-upon-Thames, 
from which there are links with Heathrow Airport: the most convenient 
stop is the Colonel’s Lane stop on Windsor Street. From the point 
of decision, take a right turn and then a left turn into Colonel’s Lane, 
with the parkland on your right. If you are arriving into Chertsey from 
Staines-upon-Thames, you will need the second stop (where there is 
parkland on your left) after the bus crosses the M3 bridge having left 

Willow Walk, Chertsey

13.3
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Thorpe Park. London-based walkers should note that Oyster cards are 
not valid on this service, nor on the direct routes between the airport 
and Staines-upon-Thames.

There is a railway station in Chertsey (trains link this station with 
Waterloo, Staines-upon-Thames, and Egham), but it is situated at the far 
end of the town centre.

All in all, Chertsey is probably the most remote major urban sett lement 
(practically speaking) from the Uxbridge campus along the length of the 
Brunel50 Path route.

Chertsey is a town of great antiquity. The Abbey was founded in 
the seventh century, and was one of the more important Benedictine 
foundations in England: it was swept away in Henry VIII’s Dissolution 
of the Monasteries. For centuries, the Abbot of Chertsey held the local 
monopoly on milling, and farmers’ footpaths converge on Chertsey from 
all around. The Monks’ Walk, which comes in from Thorpe (alongside 
the present-day raucous theme-park at Thorpe Park) is one such — note 
how the naming convention favours the Church: it was, of course, the 
farmers who walked to the monks with their grain, while the monks 
just sat there, accepting the peasants’ tribute! There are some interesting 
buildings in the town, including the Old Town Hall and St Peter’s 
Church, part of which dates from the twelfth century.

There are shops (including a supermarket) and cafés in the T of streets 
formed by Windsor Street, London Street and Guildford Street.
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B50
14

Chertsey, Abbey Green
to Runnymede campus

via St Ann’s Heath

Start Chertsey, Abbey Green — KT16  8RF

Finish Runnymede campus — TW20  0JY

Distance 9.84km

Duration 2 hours 10 minutes

Ascent 126.7m

Access Bus near start of section. Bus at end of section. Virginia Water station 1km distant from 
Stroude en route.

Facilities All facilities in Chertsey near start of section. All facilities in Englefi eld Green near end 
of section.

14.1 Abbey Green, Chertsey 0m

14.2 L (SW) down path by church: ahead on Guildford Street; beyond rbt but before 
bridge, R on riverside path to playgd; L across bridge, past toilet block and tennis 
courts, to houses; R at T-junction on Cowley Avenue; cross Chilsey Green Road 
onto Pyrcroft Road ahead (W); ahead at rbt on Ruxbury Road to Golden Grove pub.

1710m

14.3 Beyond pub, bear R on St Ann’s Hill Road; follow road round to L at top; ahead to 
Quercus and downhill; at road bend, ahead on path; cross M25; R with trees on R; 
into woodland; descend then rise to Lyne Lane, where R; cross M3; ahead to Green 
Road; cross, then L and immediately half-R across meadow past playgd to L; ahead 
to car park on L; ahead (W) on lane; L then half-R at Meadow View; follow path to 
The Lane and out onto Stroude Road.

4020m

14.4 R (N) on Stroude Road, then fork L onto Whitehall Farm Lane; ahead throgh 
farmyard then bear L under rly; half-R, then half-L (W) up narrow lane to 
Bakenhall Lane; R, then L on Simons Walk; L at far end on Bakenhall Lane to 
Egham Hill.

2550m

14.5 Cross A30; follow St Jude’s Road through Englefi eld Green to Horse Trough; take 
footpath on R through woodland to Runnymede campus gate.

1560m
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This section begins at Abbey Green, on the east side of 
the centre of Chertsey. It takes the more challenging of 
the two routes to Runnymede campus.

Chertsey is a town of great antiquity. The Abbey was founded in 
the seventh century, and was one of the more important Benedictine 
foundations in England: it was swept away in King Henry VIII’s 
Dissolution of the Monasteries. For centuries, the Abbot of Chertsey 
held the local monopoly on milling, and farmers’ footpaths converge 
on Chertsey from all around. The Monks’ Walk, which comes in from 
Thorpe (alongside the present-day raucous theme-park at Thorpe Park) 
is one such — note how the naming convention favours the Church: it 
was, of course, the farmers who walked to the monks with their grain, 
while the monks just sat there, accepting the peasants’ tribute! There 
are interesting buildings in the town, including the Old Town Hall and 
St Peter’s Church, part of which dates from the twelfth century.

There are shops (including a supermarket) and cafés in the T of streets 
formed by Windsor Street, London Street and Guildford Street.

Chertsey is served by the 442 bus to and from Staines-upon-Thames, 
from which there are links with Heathrow Airport: the most convenient 
stop is the Colonel’s Lane stop on Windsor Street. From the point 
of decision, take a right turn and then a left turn into Colonel’s Lane, 
with the parkland on your right. If you are arriving into Chertsey from 
Staines-upon-Thames, you will need the second stop (where there is 

parkland on your left) after the bus crosses 
the M3 bridge having left Thorpe Park. 
London-based walkers should note that 
Oyster cards are not valid on this service, nor 
on the direct routes between the airport and 
Staines-upon-Thames.

There is a railway station in Chertsey (trains 
to and from Waterloo, Staines-upon-Thames, 
and Egham), but it is situated at the far end 
of the town centre.

All in all, Chertsey is probably the most 
remote major urban sett lement (practically 
speaking) from the Uxbridge campus along 
the length of the Brunel50 Path route.

The preferred route out of 
Chertsey goes through the 
centre of the town. From 

the roadway on Abbey Green at the end of 
Willow Walk, continue straight ahead (do 
not go right towards the turning circle), 
making for a large lamp-post-like pole with 
a bulbous CCTV camera housing where the 
street-lamp would be. This is at the corner 
of Church Walk. Go to the left at the CCTV 
pole: soon, the churchyard is reached on the 
left. Church Walk comes out onto the main 

14.1

14.2

Church Walk, Chertsey
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junction at this end of Chertsey town centre, where London 
Street, Guildford Street and Windsor Street meet.

Cross directly over the junction and walk down Guildford 
Street, moving to the right-hand pavement at a convenient 
location. At the end of the shopping street, just past the 
stern red-brick bulk of the Constitutional Hall on your left, 
the main road sweeps in from the left at a mini-roundabout.

Just beyond the roundabout at a 20mph sign, but before 
the road crosses a bridge, turn down a riverside path along 
the side of the Clinisys offi  ce building. This path takes 
you into Gogmore Farm Park, and soon you will see a 
trellised structure ahead, with a rather overgrown outdoor 
chessboard at the back. Turn left here, and cross the Bourne 
to reach a small pavilion.

There are public toilets in the pavilion, but they are only 
open between mid-May and mid-September.

Pass the pavilion, then some tennis courts, on your left, to 
come out to a road. Go to the left of the boxy brick building 
in front of you, and follow the road out to the junction at 
its far end. Turn right along Cowley Avenue, keeping to the 
right-hand footpath. When you reach the end of Cowley 
Avenue, walk a few metres to your right to cross the busy 
Chilsey Green Road using the pedestrian crossing provided 
for the purpose: do not continue along Chilsey Green Road, 
but walk straight ahead to take Pyrcroft Road. The footpath 
dances from one side of the road to the other, all the way up to Pyrcroft 
Grange School on your right. Cross St Ann’s Road as it comes in from 
your right, and start to climb the hill ahead (Ruxbury Road).

Beyond the Golden Grove on your right, bear right 
onto a smaller road, St Ann’s Hill Road. There is no 
footpath, so hold to the right-hand side of the road. 

Climb until, at the sharp left bend, you will fi nd an entrance road (it 
is labelled the Old Coach Road on some maps) to a car park and the 
recreation area of St Ann’s Hill Park.

Ignore the Old Coach Road, but swing left at the chevrons to climb to 
the top of the hill. Continue down the western slope, passing on your 
right an open part of the park with some children’s play structures 
some way back from the road. Keep going: where there is a house called 
Quercus on the left, you will see a public footpath sign on the right: do 
not take this path, but continue downhill to a bend which is guarded 
by a street-lamp. Just beyond the lamp, alongside 4 Hill Cott ages, a 
footpath sign points your way towards the M25.

The sign is clear, but the footpath is all but invisible. This is the start 
of the challenging nett les and brambles mentioned in the preamble at 
the Chertsey point of decision. If you have followed this option, this is 
your lot. It seems as if nobody has walked this path since the Martians 
left Chertsey in The War of the Worlds (and, come to think of it, these 
Martians could be quite useful now to fl ame-reduce the nett les and 
brambles). With proper clothing, you have nothing to fear: note that 

Turn-off  from
Guildford Street, Chertsey

14.3
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you may use secateurs to remove 
overhanging brambles with the 
full blessing of the law, as long 
as you are merely making the 
footpath passable. Plunge in, 
watch for those brambles, and 
400m later you will emerge at a 
metal kissing gate (itself almost 
engulfed by stinging, scratchy 
greenery). Ahead and to the 
right, a gate gives access to the 
bridge over the M25.

Over to the left as you cross the 
motorway, you will spot the 

sleek cable-stayed Lyne Railway Bridge (1979) over the motorway: this 
is one of only a few such bridges in the world to carry a full-weight 
railway. On the right, following the traffi  c leading away from you, the 
south-to-west slip road of the M25/M3 junction takes its traffi  c headlong 
towards Basingstoke and beyond.

Immediately after crossing the bridge, look out for another kissing gate 
set back on the right, giving access to a fi eld. Go through the gate and, 
keeping to the right-hand edge of the fi eld, climb over a stile. The nett les 
and brambles have returned. The next 800m is a mix of thick and slightly 
thinner concentrations of these weeds, with occasional steps (mostly in 
a poor state of repair): this is the one place on the Brunel50 path where 
ankle-supporting boots off er a clear advantage. Here, the motorway 

slip road is on your right, and Lyne Sewage 
Works is on your left. At the end of the path, 
you climb towards Lyne Lane, turning back 
on yourself to meet the road near the bridge 
over the M3.

Turn right, and follow the road across the 
bridge and onwards for 500m to a T-junction. 
Cross straight over Green Road, and turn 
left along the grass verge. After just a few 
metres, look out for a gap in the hedge which 
leads out onto a green. Make half-left across 
the green, passing a playground on your left.

Go through the obvious gap in the hedge 
ahead (there is a wooden post pointing the 
way), and pick up an equally obvious path 
ahead, just outside the boundary of a cricket 
fi eld which stretches off  to your left. You 
will pass a square of hardstanding which 
once held two tennis courts (the lines are 
still visible, but the surface is unplayable) 
to reach a point where two footpaths cross. 
Your route is (almost) straight ahead, into 
a small lane hidden in the trees: this lane 
improves gradually, bending to the right, 

M25 looking north,
with M3 slip to west

Nett les conquer the path 
which goes between the M25 
and Lyne sewage works
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until it becomes metalled and 
gains the name of Hurst Lane.

About 200m from the entry into 
the lane at the crossing, of the 
paths, look out for a yellow ‘H’ 
hydrant sign at ground level on 
the left, but do not go quite as far 
as the sign. Just before you reach 
the sign, a tarmac lane goes off  to 
the left.

At ground level, you will a 
house-name sign for Meadow View, using plastic screw-on lett ering in 
the font which was made (in)famous on the dilapidated sign for Fawlty 
Towers (apparently, nobody has tried to reshuffl  e the lett ers of Meadow 
View: litt le wonder, since Widow Maeve is probably the best of what 
turns out to be rather thin anagrammatical pickings).

Do not go to Meadow View: just to its right, another lane branches off  
half-right (that is, still to the left of the lane with the hydrant sign) on a 
west-north-westerly bearing: it is signposted as a public bridleway.

This becomes a path which zig-zags through three corners, eventually 
coming out onto a metalled road (The Lane). Turn right onto The Lane, 
and right again onto Stroude Road.

As you walk along the path between Hurst Lane and Stroude Road, you 
will catch glimpses of a square Victorian clocktower off  to your left. This 
was part of the Holloway Sanatorium, built between 1873 and 1885 “for 
the insane of the middle classes”: it was assumed that, unlike the insane 
paupers, patients of this establishment were only temporarily deranged, 
to be tended until they could resume their normal working lives, so it 
was run rather like a country house. It was built to resemble the famed 
Lakenhalle (Cloth Hall) in Ieper (Ypres) in Belgium.

For a time, Bill Bryson (author and former Chancellor of the University 
of Durham) worked at the Sanatorium. It was turned over to the 
National Health Service in 1948, and patients were transferred to 
Ashford Hospital in 1980. After some years of vandalism and 
dereliction, the site was developed as a gated housing community — or 
should that be a “re-gated” housing community?

At this point, Virginia Water station is about 1km off  to the left (turning 
right at the crossroads in the village): train services link the station with 
Waterloo and Staines-upon-Thames.

Go northwards on Stroude Road for a litt le over 200m, 
passing on the left the entrance to Stroude Farm 
(Hollow Lane). Where Stroude Road bends to the right, 

Whitehall Farm Lane branches off  to the left.

This is a tricky place to cross the busy road: take care. Overshoot if 
necessary and walk back to take the lane — to repeat the famous words 
of renowned fellwalker Alfred Wainwright, “A postponement is bett er 
than a postmortem”.

Turn-off  from Hurst Lane
at Meadow View

14.4
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Take Whitehall Farm Lane, passing to the right 
of number 1, and to the left of all the other 
houses. After the last house, the lane becomes 
a track. After another 300m, the track gives out 
onto a broad fi eld: two yellow arrows point 
ahead, one slightly to the left, the other to the 
right. Ahead is the derelict shell of Whitehall 
Farm.

Your direct route is the left-hand of the two 
(aiming for the telegraph pole): at the far end of 
this fi eld, it passes between the old farmhouse 
and the outbuildings. However, in all but the 
very driest weather, this fi eld can be saturated 
with surface water. It is therefore much easier to 
take the clearer right-hand path to the corner of 
the outbuildings, turn left, then turn right at the 
farmhouse. Even in dry weather, this dog-leg 
option will avoid a weed-choked kissing gate 
by the telegraph pole.

Pass the front door of the farmhouse, with its 
royal date-stamp, and into a fi eld by a kissing 
gate. Keep to the right-hand edge of the fi eld (or 
as close as the overgrowth will allow) to reach 
the railway embankment.

Turn right, then left to pass underneath the 
railway. At the far end of the underpass, turn 

right to follow a path which starts parallel to the railway, then bears left, 
swinging decidedly left at an oak tree. It then bears right over a plank 
bridge and into a large fi eld.

Take aim for the tower of Royal Holloway University of London ahead, 
and follow a path through the grass. As you cross the fi eld, change 
your target to a CCTV pole in the tended grounds of Bakeham House 
on Prune Hill. After about 250m walking in the fi eld, you will come 
upon a litt le track. Take this to the right to a gate, then turn left, with the 
security fence on your right, for a few metres. Keep your eyes peeled for 
a wooden gateway over to your right. Go through the gate, and into a 
lane which climbs between security fences on either side.

Approach to Whitehall Farm 
from the south (top);
detail of Whitehall Farm 
gable (above)
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Climb the lane, near the top of which there 
are old railway sleepers laid to keep you 
above the watercourse which runs down 
the hill here. Note that the sleepers are 
slippery, and the handrail on the right is a bit 
slimy: perhaps a time for disposable gloves 
(though, of course, not to be disposed of 
until you reach the waste-bins of Englefi eld 
Green). The lane comes out onto a tarmac 
drive, which brings you out onto a road 
(Bakeham Lane). Cross the road and turn 
right along it, then left into Simons Walk (no 
apostrophe). Follow Simons Walk to its end, 
then turn left (Bakeham Lane again) to reach 
the A30 at the top of Egham Hill.

There are bus stops off  to the right for the 
services which link Heathrow Airport, 
Egham, Englefi eld Green, Windsor and 
Slough: the same routes serve bus stops 
ahead in Englefi eld Green (see below). These 
services do not accept Oystercards.

Cross the A30 at the traffi  c 
lights and carry straight on 
into St Jude’s Road (with its 

apostrophe in the right place).

This swings slightly right at a small 
roundabout at the entrance to the cemetery, and passes the grey stone 
church of St Jude, with its castellated tower. Keep going along the full 
length of St Jude’s Road through the village, ensuring that you have 
fi nally found yourself on the left-hand pavement before you reach the 
Green by crossing, if necessary, at one of the pedestrian crossings.

Englefi eld Green is served by two bus routes which run to Heathrow. 
The 441 bus will take you to Terminal 5 or on to the Central Bus Station, 
while the 71 bus takes a more 
direct route, but serves only 
Terminal 5. There are several bus 
stops along St Jude’s Road, from 
the A30 to the Horse Trough.

At Barley Mow Road, the Green 
(with the village cricket fi eld) 
will be on your left: it will be no 
surprise to know that the Barley 
Mow pub overlooks the green 
here. This was one of the local 
hostelries which was popular 
with Runnymede staff  and 
students, serving good pub food.

Continue along the road at 
the side of the Green to a 

14.5
St Jude’s church,
Englefi eld Green

Horse Trough,
Englefi eld Green
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roundabout, where Middle Hill comes up from the right. Go across 
Bishopsgate Road, which forms the north side of the Green, to “the 
Horse Trough”.

This is one of the many water troughs and public drinking fountains 
provided in London and elsewhere by the splendidly-titled (and 
obviously High Victorian) Metropolitan Drinking Fountain and Catt le 
Trough Association: it is clear that this one was provided to water the 
horses after their hard slog up from the Thames (either from Windsor, 
up Priest Hill, or from Egham, up Middle Hill). Nearby bus stops nearby 
are named Horse Trough.

Cross St Jude’s Road at the trough, into Cooper’s Hill Lane; once across, 
almost immediately bear slightly left into the woods as directed by 
a public footpath sign. The quiet woodland path parallels Cooper’s 
Hill Lane (off  to the right), and emerges from the wood onto the road 
directly opposite the redbrick entrance to the former Runnymede 
Campus of the University.

This marks the end of the section.

This preferred route from Chertsey to Runnymede omits one feature 
which may be found on the alternative route — the Air Forces’ 
Memorial (which is managed by the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission) farther east on Cooper’s Hill.

This memorial is dedicated to over 20000 Air Force personnel of the 
British Empire (including associated civilian air personnel) who, having 

been lost during the Second World War, 
have no known grave. It looks out over the 
Runnymede meadows, with views right 
across London: among the structures visible 
on a clear day, there are the Wembley Arch, 
the London Eye, and Canary Wharf — and, 
of course, centre stage, Heathrow Airport. It 
is 500m to the east, along Cooper’s Hill Lane: 
part of the way along Cooper’s Hill Lane, 
there is a small car park with toilets adjacent.

The memorial stands next to Kingswood 
Hall of Residence of Royal Holloway 
University of London (the hall was formerly 
a convent), named after the same Holloway 
as the sanatorium glimpsed earlier.

It was mentioned that the sanatorium 
att empted to replicate the architecture of 
the Lakenhalle at Ieper: a coincidental link 
is thus provided between this memorial to 
air personnel of one confl ict to the Menin 
Gate, also in Ieper, which is dedicated to 
over 50000 army personnel of the Great War 
(again, of the British Empire) who, similarly, 
have no known grave.

Air Forces’ memorial, 
Cooper’s Hill, looking 
towards Heathrow
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Unless you are particularly pressed for time, the short detour to the 
memorial and back is recommended. If you are pressed for time, resolve 
to come back again another day.
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B50
15

Chertsey, Abbey Green
to Runnymede campus

via Penton Park

Start Chertsey, Abbey Green — KT16  8RF

Finish Runnymede campus — TW20  0JY

Distance 9.93km

Duration 2 hours 7 minutes

Ascent 85.7m

Access Bus near start of section. Bus at end of section. Egham station (South Western Railway) 
en route.  Buses in Egham en route.

Facilities All facilities in Chertsey near start of section. All facilities in Englefi eld Green near end 
of route. All facilities in Egham en route.

15.1 Abbey Green, Chertsey 0m

15.2 N to and across Colonel’s Lane: ahead on Abbey Lane; cross M3; ahead to river; 
L to old ferry slip; L across golf course; ahead into Penton Park (mobile homes); 
ahead on Albert Avenue; ahead at small rbt to reach Staines Road at major rbt.

2550m

15.3 R (N) on Staines Road (r pvt); cross at refuge then L onto Norlands Lane; beyond 
houses, R on path to Green Lane; cross, and continue on path which curves to R 
then crosses Mead lake Ditch; diag L (N) across fi eld; L on Devil’s Lane to Thorpe 
Lea Road.

3230m

15.4 R (ENE) on Thorpe Lea Road to park on L; diag across park to Pooley Green Road, 
where L; R across rly and immediately L on lineside path; 300m after emerging 
from M25 underbridge, R to reach Curch Road; L, then R on path between shops to 
High Street, where L to Literary Institute.

1880m

15.5 W on High Street to Langham Place (just short of by-pass rbt), where R to A30; 
cross to take lane opposite; stay on lane (uphill when there is a fork) to Kingswood 
Hall, where R past Air Forces’ memorial to Runnymede campus gate.

2270m
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This section begins at Abbey Green, on the east side of 
the centre of Chertsey. For those who would rather not 
tangle with the nett les and brambles between St Ann’s 

Hill and Lyne Lane, this is an alternative route to Runnymede campus 
which takes in Penton Park and Egham.

Chertsey is a town of great antiquity. The Abbey was founded in 
the seventh century, and was one of the more important Benedictine 
foundations in England: it was swept away in King Henry VIII’s 
Dissolution of the Monasteries. For centuries, the Abbot of Chertsey 
held the local monopoly on milling, and farmers’ footpaths converge 
on Chertsey from all around. The Monks’ Walk, which comes in from 
Thorpe (alongside the present-day raucous theme-park at Thorpe Park) 
is one such — note how the naming convention favours the Church: it 
was, of course, the farmers who walked to the monks with their grain, 
while the monks just sat there, accepting the peasants’ tribute! There 
are interesting buildings in the town, including the Old Town Hall and 
St Peter’s Church, part of which dates from the twelfth century.

There are shops (including a supermarket) and cafés in the T of streets 
formed by Windsor Street, London Street and Guildford Street.

Chertsey is served by the 442 bus to and from Staines-upon-Thames, 
from which there are links with Heathrow Airport: the most convenient 
stop is the Colonel’s Lane stop on Windsor Street. From the point 
of decision, take a right turn and then a left turn into Colonel’s Lane, 

with the parkland on your right. If you are 
arriving into Chertsey from Staines-upon-
Thames, you will need the second stop 
(where there is parkland on your left) after 
the bus crosses the M3 bridge having left 
Thorpe Park. London-based walkers should 
note that Oyster cards are not valid on this 
service, nor on the direct routes between the 
airport and Staines-upon-Thames.

There is a railway station in Chertsey (trains 
to and from Waterloo, Staines-upon-Thames, 
and Egham), but it is situated at the far end 
of the town centre.

All in all, Chertsey is probably the most 
remote major urban sett lement (practically 
speaking) from the Uxbridge campus along 
the length of the Brunel50 Path route.

From the Chertsey Point of 
Decision at Abbey Green, 
do not go ahead onto 

Church Walk, but turn right to come out, via 
the turning circle, to Colonel’s Lane, with 
the Abbeyfi elds Recreation Ground ahead 
of you. Take the right half of the turning 
circle. and cross over to take the lane which 
runs down the side of the recreation ground. 

15.1

15.2

Chertsey church
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This is Ferry Lane, which you 
will follow for its entire length to 
the bank of the Thames opposite 
Laleham. Soon, you will pass a 
few buildings as the lane swerves 
left, then right, to cross Abbey 
Bridge over the Abbey River.

The barely visible mounds of 
earth off  to the right are all that 
remains of almost nine centuries 
(666-1537) of monastic life.

The lane now rises to a bridge 
over the M3: there is a public 
footpath on the left side, but it is not worthwhile leaving the road. Cross 
the motorway, and continue on ahead, eventually reaching a gate which 
bristles with security cameras. Squeeze through a gap to the left of the 
gate, and continue along the lane, with security fencing on your right 
(enclosing the Thames Water facility). Soon, you will glimpse a golf 
course through the hedge on the left. Eventually, you will emerge onto 
a metalled road and, after passing some buildings on the left, you will 
reach the bank of the River Thames.

This is the site of the former Laleham Ferry, once held by Chertsey 
Abbey. The ferry operated well into the twentieth century — indeed, 
it carried Bob Hope and Bing Crosby to the golf club during breaks in 
fi lming at Shepperton, though there is no record of a fi lm called The Road 
to Chertsey!

Turn left along the bank, then take the public footpath across the golf 
course. The fi ngerpost points the way, passing just to the left of two 
circular ponds, and making for a gap in the copse beyond. Cross the 
next fairway, and go through another gap in a copse. Follow the path 
across a further fairway into another copse: this comes out onto a 
lane. This leads out onto Albert Avenue in Penton Park, a “park home 
community”.

Walk the full length of arrow-straight Albert Avenue, then go half left at 
a roundabout, taking the exit just to the right of the bus shelter and the 
park offi  ce. Continue down the road (identifi able by its blue “You have 
priority” sign) to the roundabout at the entrance to Thorpe Park. On 
your way out, don’t miss, on your left, the modern sculpture in a tiny 
garden just beyond a small bridge.

Turn right along the right-hand pavement of the busy 
main road, passing the entrance to the sales centre for 
Penton Hook Marina. Just before a road on the left 

(indicated by a brown sign to the historic church in Thorpe), cross the 
road at the refuge. Pass the sign, cross the road (Norlands Lane), and 
turn left along its right-hand pavement. Continue past the houses and, 
just before a bridge, turn right onto a public footpath.

This path soon turns left to cross a bridge, then right. It passes between 
two parts of a landfi ll site: there is only one path, so follow it. It will 

Laleham golf course

15.3
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bend to the left, and then to the right, and eventually will come out onto 
a lane by a house called Sestra.

Cross the lane to the path opposite, which begins up a ramped bridge. 
The path wends its way clockwise round an invisible lake (on your 
right): there is really only one point of choice, when a path leads off  to 
the left at a T-junction: do not take it, but continue round to your right. 
The path is quite well endowed with nett les, but not nearly on the scale 
of the main route at Lyne.

At one point, after you have turned south again, there is a left turn, but 
the right-hand bends soon return. Cross a wet area on a plank “long 
bridge”: at a second bridge shortly afterwards, you will come out into 
a large fi eld. Bear left around the edge, cutt ing off  a corner to make for 
a double-pole wooden electricity pylon: from this, keep parallel to the 
power lines to a second such pylon. Here, pass out of the fi eld bearing 
left, and reach an enclosed lane running approximately north-west.

This lane (which is called Devil’s Lane on some maps), originally rose to 
cross a footbridge, but an alternative route (advised by a notice) keeps 
you at the same level to the right of the bridge, which you will soon see 
up to your left. Beyond the bridge, the lane continues, past a footpath on 
the right, to come out onto Oak Avenue. Cross, continue along Devil’s 
Lane, now a rough lane running between house-backs: it eventually 
emerges onto Thorpe Lea Road opposite the Compasses pub.

Turn right, then cross the road at the Robin Hood pub. 
Cross Pond Road, and take a diagonal route across 
the recreation ground, aiming for a red dog-waste bin, 

and turn left onto Pooley Green Road. Continue along the road, crossing 
to the right-hand pavement at a convenient place. You will see Pooley 
Green level crossing ahead.

Take the service road on a bee-line for the 
crossing. Cross the tracks and immediately 
turn left, crossing the road to reach a path 
adjacent to the railway. Follow this until 
you are forced to turn right (at another red 
dog-waste bin): the path leads out to houses. 
Bearing slightly left, pass through the 
housing development until you see the bulk 
of a Waitrose shop ahead. Cross the road at 
the pedestrian crossing to the left, and take 
the lane (with the Travelodge entrance on 
your right) to reach Egham High Street, 
where turn left to reach the Literary Institute.

There are shops and cafés on the 
pedestrianised High Street: if you turn 
right and keep going until the road swings 
in from the right, you will see a bus stop 
ahead: from here, the 71 bus will take you 
to Heathrow Terminal 5; the 441 bus will do 
so too, though by a more roundabout route, 
and will continue to the Central Bus Station 

Egham Literary Institute

15.4
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of the airport. To reach Egham 
station and its trains to Waterloo 
via Staines-upon-Thames, do not 
cross the road to Waitrose, but 
carry on along Church Road to 
turn left into Station Road

On sett ing out 
on High Street 
from the front 

of the Literary Institute, continue 
westwards, using the right-hand 
pavement after the road comes 
in from the left. Pass Strode’s 
College; you will eventually see 
a sign for Loch Fyne restaurant: 
just before reaching it, turn right 
down Langham Place.

Take this to its end at the Egham by-pass (A30). Cross the busy road 
with great care, turn right along the roadside, and a few metres ahead, 
turn left into Cooper’s Hill Lane.

Once in Cooper’s Hill Lane, keep straight ahead, ignoring footpaths to 
the meadows to your right. Climb (always taking the higher option at 
any point of divergence) until eventually it takes a decisive left turn. 
Beyond a security-conscious gate on your left, the lane eventually tops 
out at some University residences: these make up Kingswood Hall, part 
of Royal Holloway University of London.

Just beyond the older buildings of the hall (which used to be a convent), 
the road swings to the right (and a footpath goes straight ahead). Take 
the road, and in a short distance you will reach the Air Forces Memorial 
on your right.

The Air Forces’ Memorial is dedicated to over 20000 Air Force personnel 
of the British Empire who, lost during the Second World War, have no 
known grave. It looks out across Runnymede meadows, with panoramic 
views right across London: among the structures visible on a clear day 
are the Wembley Arch, the London Eye, and Canary Wharf — and, of 
course, centre stage, Heathrow Airport. This memorial to air personnel 
of one confl ict may be compared to the Menin Gate in Ieper (Belgium), 
which is dedicated to over 50000 army personnel of the Great War 
(again, of the British Empire) who have no known grave.

From the Air Forces’ Memorial, continue along Cooper’s Hill Lane, 
passing a car park with toilet block adjacent on the left. Keep going 
straight ahead until you see a curved red-brick gateway on your right, 
opposite a footpath which goes into the wood on your left.

This is the entrance to the former Runnymede campus, and marks the 
end of this section of the Brunel50 Path.

Take the footpath opposite: it emerges from the wood near a road 
junction. Turn left, crossing Middle Hill at the roundabout, to reach a 
bus stop, where the 71 bus will take you to Heathrow Terminal 5.

Kingswood Hall

15.5
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B50
16

Runnymede campus
to

Magna Carta Centre

Start Runnymede campus — TW20  0JY

Finish Magna Carta Centre — TW19  5AE

Distance 1.67km

Duration 20 minutes

Ascent 3.2m

Access Bus near start of section. Bus near end of section.

Facilities Café at end of section.

161 Runnymede campus 0m

16.2 W on Cooper’s Hill Lane; L to St Jude’s Road; cross, and take L pvt downhill for 
200m; cross and take footpath E; path curves round to L; pass traffi  c barrier onto 
NT land; descend via JFK memorial to meadows; diag L to gatehouse; cross road to 
reach river at Magna Carta Centre. 

1630m
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This section begins at the western end of Cooper’s Hill 
Lane, Englefi eld Green, at the gateway to the former 
Runnymede campus.

The Runnymede campus became part of the University in 1980, but it 
goes back much earlier into history. The main building was built in the 
1860s for Albert Grant, a wheeler-dealer promoter of companies which 
had a tendency to collapse at the expense of their shareholders: the 
architect was Sir Matt hew Digby Wyatt , who had been IKB’s architect 
for Paddington Station.

The property was bought in 1870 to be the site of the Royal Indian 
Engineering College, a private institution set up to teach civil 
engineering, and later telegraphy, for the India Offi  ce: the college 
lasted until 1906, by which time students had been creamed off  by the 
foundation of engineering departments in established universities 
(Oxford, for instance).

In 1911, Baroness Cheylesmore purchased the property as a family 
home, but personal tragedy marred the use of the house by the family. 
It was subsequently purchased by the London County Council in the 

16.1President’s Hall,
Runnymede campus
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late 1930s, and during the Second World War, it served as an Emergency 
Training College.

In 1951, the site became home to the Shoreditch Training College, a 
teacher training institution that had grown out of an aim to provide 
teachers of handicrafts in London, but which was by then too big for 
its premises in the East End. The College remained on the site until 
its merger with Brunel in 1980. In early 2007, the site was sold by the 
University as part of the rationalisation onto a single campus, and 
teaching moved to Uxbridge.

With the former gateway now on your right, follow 
Cooper’s Hill Lane westwards, then bearing left to 
reach the main road at the summit of Priest Hill. Do 

not follow the “no through road” straight on: it only leads to houses. 
Turn right, then fi nd a suitable place to cross to the other side of Priest 
Hill near (and preferably to the right of) its junction with Castle Hill 
Road and Ridgemead Road. Start off  down the hill. You will pass (the 
backs of) three road signs on your right: a large one, a small one, and 
fi nally, a triangular one. Just beyond, on the right, a public footpath sign 
points the way down a tarmac lane.

Cross the road, and follow this lane all the way downhill. A green metal 
fence accompanies you on the right: keep a lookout on your left for a 
brief glimpse of Windsor Castle in the distance. Ignore a turning off  to 
the right: just descend with the tarmac until you reach some buildings. 
Pass to the left of the buildings where, at a National Trust sign and a 
vehicle barrier post, the metalled path ends. The route is now an 
unmade track, still descending but now through woodland. Once 
again, ignore routes leading off  to your right. You will soon come down 
alongside the President John F Kennedy Memorial stone on your left.

Runnymede’s historic meadows, and the Cooper’s Hill Slopes above 
them, have become a site of memorials: the act of memory is drawn 
to the site where, in 1215, King John sealed the Magna Carta. The Air 
Forces’ Memorial, which is described above, claims the top of the slope; 
the various commemorations of Magna Carta itself appear below; and 
here on the half-slope stands a memorial to an assassinated President: all 
of these draw on fundamental concepts of freedom and human rights.

The Kennedy Memorial occupies 
an acre (about 0.4ha) of land 
given by the United Kingdom to 
the people of the United States of 
America for the specifi c purpose 
of containing the memorial. 
The land remains, however, 
the sovereign territory of the 
United Kingdom, so there is 
no point in your att empting 
any sleight of hand relating to 
sanctuary, tax haven status, 
or any other transnational 
acts of magic. Symbolism 
pervades the site. Adjacent to 

16.2

JFK memorial, Runnymede
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the memorial stone grow two 
planted trees — a hawthorn to 
represent Kennedy’s Roman 
Catholicism, and an American 
Red Oak, whose leaves turn a 
deep red around the date of the 
anniversary (on 22 November) of 
Kennedy’s death. The staircase 
path which rises from the 
meadows is made of no fewer 
than sixty thousand irregular 
stone “sett s of individuality”. 
These are deliberately laid in 
a non-uniform manner so that 
the climb is made more arduous 
than it might be (as a reminder 
that life is not all plain sailing) — 

echoes here of the stolpersteine, or ’stumble-stones’, which are placed on 
the pavements in many cities throughout Europe (and beyond) to recall 
those who were taken from their homes during the Holocaust. Fifty 
steps lead up to the monument from the meadows, each in a diff erent 
conformation, representing the fi fty states in their variety.

Descend the stepped path to reach Runnymede meadows — having 
contemplated the late President Kennedy’s life and legacy, you will 
emerge symbolically from darkness into light as you leave the woods 
behind.

Off  to the right lies the American Bar Association’s polite memorial to 
Magna Carta, marking the charter’s 750th anniversary in 1965: it only 
requires a small detour along the meadows to visit the ABA rotunda.

The route of the Brunel50 Path now leads leftwards across the grass on 
a bee-line towards the nearer of the two lodges which mark the western 
edge of the meadows, and which straddle the A308 road which crosses 
the land ahead.

Out in the middle of the meadows, a sculpture of twelve chairs is placed 
around a missing table — this is The Jurors, by Hew Locke. This was 
unveiled at the octocentennial celebrations for Magna Carta in June 
2015: each chair is inscribed with symbols of (perceived?) injustice, both 
past and present: the individuals who sit in the chairs become the jurors 
who weigh the cases.

The lodge nearer the riverside forms the estate offi  ce for the National 
Trust on Runnymede Meadows. The Trust acquired the land in 1929, 
in memory of Urban Broughton, sometime Member of Parliament for 
Preston and a civil engineer. The two lodges (one on either side of the 
A308 Windsor Road), along with the adjacent Broughton memorial 
pier block, were designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, who designed the 
Cenotaph in Whitehall, and part of New Delhi. He also designed the 
refurbishment of Lindisfarne Castle in Northumberland.

The National Trust property encompasses the meadows and slopes 
bounded by the A30, the A308, and Cooper’s Hill, along with a sliver of 

Sett s of individuality to
JFK memorial, Runnymede
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land between the A308 and the river. The meadows are technically two: 
Runnymede is the broader meadow closer to Egham, while the area 
below the Kennedy and ABA memorials is Longmede. The Trust owns 
land on the other side of the River Thames at Ankerwycke, including 
Magna Carta Island. At the Egham end of Runnymede meadows, there 
are two pepperpot kiosks, one on each side of the A308. In similar style 
to the lodges at the west end of the meadows, these kiosks were also 
designed by Lutyens.

As well as an information centre, the National Trust lodge on the 
meadows side (farther from the river) houses a tea shop. There are 
also public toilets on the west side of the lodge, and a car park adjacent 
(access from east of the lodge).

Cross the road just beyond the lodge by way of the pedestrian crossing. 
The building ahead on your left is the Brunel Magna Carta Centre, 
which was formerly the University boathouse.

If you exit the Meadows and turn left at the mini-roundabout (onto 
Priest Hill), you will reach a stop on the left (uphill) for the 71 bus to 
Heathrow Terminal 5: on the downhill side, there is a stop for the 71 bus 
towards Windsor and Slough. These buses do not accept Oystercards.
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B50
17

Magna Carta Centre
to

Colnbrook

Start Magna Carta Centre — TW19  5AE

Finish Ye Olde George Inn, Colnbrook — SL3  0LX

Distance 9.84km

Duration 1 hour 59 minutes

Ascent 14.3m

Access Bus near start of section. Bus at end of section. Wraysbury station (South Western 
Railway) en route.

Facilities Café at start of section. Pubs and shops at end of section. Pub at Horton en route.

17.1 Magna Carta Centre 0m

17.2 Downstream with river on L past QEII statue, then R alongside car park; L to 
regain river; R past Bell Weir and Lock; beyond hotel, R through scrub to road.

2960m

17.3 L up L pvt of M25 slip road; across bridge; descend on path to L of road; L on 
Wraysbury Road; use service road, at far end of which cross main road; L, then R 
on footpath with Wraysbury Lake on R; cross rly; L on lineside path and R to road.

2950m

17.4 R along Coppermill Road to rbt; L on R pvt past Berkyn Manor (Milton plaques); R 
on Foundry Lane; ahead on track to houses (Colnbrook); ahead on Drift Way; pass 
Rayners Close; R on footpath to High Street; R on L pvt to Ye Olde George Inn.

3910m
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This, the penultimate section of the Brunel50 Path 
route, begins at the former University boathouse on the 
Thames at Runnymede Meadows.

The Magna Carta Centre is a Brunel exhibition and event space: it uses 
the rescued Grade II* listed boathouse which was brought into the 
Brunel estate with the acquisition of Shoreditch College (which had 
occupied Runnymede campus since 1951). Following the departure, 
in 2007, of the University from Runnymede campus, the Victorian 
boathouse fell into a state of disrepair. With an eye to the upcoming 
Magna Carta 800 celebrations, the boathouse was renovated. It 
now hosts events and exhibitions for the University and for local 
organisations. The University is in partnership with the National Trust 
and local government in this enterprise. When the Magna Carta Centre 
is not open for an event or exhibition, there is normally no access to the 
building.

Note that no public transport serves the route between here and 
Colnbrook, with the exception of trains and very occasional buses from 
Wraysbury. The opportunities for sustenance are limited to a pub in 
Horton.

To the west of the beginning of the section are bus stops which are 
served by the 71 route between Heathrow Terminal 5 and Slough, via 
Egham, Englefi eld Green and Windsor. Oyster cards are not accepted

17.1Magna Carta Centre
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From the Magna Carta 
Centre, go down the path 
to reach the riverside.

From here, there is a commercial pleasure-
boat concern: it is known as the Runnymede 
Boathouse. Neither the service nor the 
company running it has any link whatsoever 
with the University.

Turn to your right, and follow the path 
between the river and the car park. Keep to 
the main path, and after about 1.3km, you 
should veer (with the river) sharply away 
from the road. Once round the river bend, 
you  should stray to the right slightly to 
reach a statue of HM The Queen.

This 4m tall statue has been erected to 
mark the 800th anniversary of the sealing of 
Magna Carta in 1215 by King John. It was 
unveiled on 14 June 2015 by the Speaker 
of the House of Commons, Rt Hon John 
Bercow MP. The bronze statue, by James 
Butler, is inspired by the portraits of the 
Queen by Pietro Annigoni, and depicts 
her in full robes of the Order of the Garter. 
Plaques bearing an excerpt of Magna Carta 
and depicting the Royal Line of Succession 
are set in the ground by the statue.

The Thames Path national trail keeps to the riverside round the next 
bend, and constitutes an obvious and very pleasant alternative route. 
The Brunel50 Path, with the aim of gett ing as close to the magic 50-mile 
length as possible, makes a more direct crossing of the Runnymede 
Pleasure Ground instead.

Go behind the statue to the low rail which fences off  the overfl ow car 
park: follow it to your left, turning right at the corner of the car park 
to keep the rail on your right. Keep on in a straight line to the far end 
(the main car park and toilets are 
off  to your right), then turn left 
along a cinder path to reach the 
river again by a small car park 
for a boat club.

Turn right to follow the river 
downstream, past a boatyard, 
and on to Bell Weir, where the 
river drops 1.82m through Bell 
Weir Lock.

These are the third such 
structures: the present lock dates 
from 1877 and the weir from 
1904.

17.2

Magna Carta octocentennial 
statue of HM The Queen, 

Runnymede meadows

Thames Water pumping 
station, Runnymede,
from across the river
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The large modern Runnymede-on-Thames Hotel (which was merely 
the Runnymede Hotel until the nearby town of Staines “upgraded” its 
name to Staines-upon-Thames) fronts the river below the lock. Walk past 
the hotel: you will see a footpath going down the side of the hotel at a 
white wooden bollard. This path will take you out onto the meadows 
near the Lutyens pepperpot kiosks, but the Brunel50 Path carries on past 
the bollard for about 10m to take another path to the right, smaller and 
rather more sinuous than the hotel-side one. This trends away from the 
hotel and climbs to its exit onto a tarmac pavement by a road. 

Down to the right, you will see Egham Roundabout, where the roads 
from Staines-upon-Thames, Windsor and Bagshot converge under the 
shoulder of the M25 (whose Junction 13 is here, so there are motorway 
slip roads onto and off  the roundabout).

If you do decide to take a look at the kiosks, with Cooper’s Hill behind, 
simply take the path along the side of the hotel. You may then walk back 
along the A308 to the roundabout, and follow the pavement to the left. 
Do not cross any of the roundabout roads.

You are now walking on what appears to motorists as 
the slip-road onto the M25 — indeed, concerned but 
uninformed passengers may try to dissuade you from 

your route, fearing that you are about to walk onto the motorway. But 
fear not, the footway is soon segregated safely behind a crash barrier.

You will reach the bridge over the Thames. From the centre of the 
bridge’s span, you have a fi ne view over the river, with Bell Weir centre 
stage. On the far side of the bridge, rise to the level of the motorway exit 
slip-road: at the summit, the footway veers slightly left and less slightly 
downwards to reach Wraysbury Road beneath the motorway.

Turn left along Wraysbury Road, taking advantage of the service road at 
Colne Way to avoid meeting the roundabout. At the blocked-off  far end 
of the service road, cross to the other side of the main road, and continue 
along the footway. Opposite the garage, just before you reach a bridge Bell Weir and Lock from the 

bridge over the Thames

17.3
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over the Colne Brook, a signpost indicates a public footpath which 
descends into a green and watery landscape — Wraysbury Lakes Site of 
Special Scientifi c Interest.

For the next 1.2km, there is simply no alternative route: you walk 
through the trees on a narrow sliver of land with the brook on your left 
and the lake on your right. Birds abound on the lake, including the Great 
Crested Grebe (which, we are told in Scoop, by Evelyn Waugh, “does not 
hibernate”) and many diff erent ducks.

Look out for a hybrid and entirely redundant footpath sign on your 
left; the path eventually reaches the end of the lake and bends right in a 
scrap of open ground to meet the railway.

Cross the railway tracks by a pedestrian level crossing. Stop, look 
both ways, and listen for the sound of a train coming, and if you hear 
anything or see any train lights, wait behind the gate, then repeat the 
process after the train has passed. Another train may be coming in the 
opposite direction.

Once across the tracks and through the far gate, turn to the left to walk 
parallel to the railway. Here, you will meet much punier cousins of the 
nett les of Lyne: these are really nothing to worry you. In season, you 
may become an honorary member of the Newton family as apples fall 
onto your head from the trees above your head. After about 400m, the 
path veers half-right to follow the bank of the Colne Brook once more. 
Climb up to road level at the side of a bridge, and turn right.

If you cross the bridge on your left, you will reach Wraysbury station on 
the line between Windsor and Waterloo — trains every half hour (but 
only hourly on Sundays). The string of bus stops on Coppermill Road 
are served by occasional buses towards Staines-upon-Thames.

The next 2km is possibly the dullest section of the entire route: a mere 
ribbon of undiff erentiable inter-war houses along a fl at road (most of 
it all too visible stretching out before you), without horizon, without 
shops, but with the constant overfl ying of Heathrow air traffi  c. There is a 

Wraysbury Lake



17– 6 Brunel50 Path © 2016-20 IG Liddell

litt le interest generated by having to cross and re-cross Coppermill Road 
to follow the footway, but that’s about it. See the fi nal section below to 
fi nd out how someone else from Brunel managed this section (albeit in 
the reverse direction).

Switch into neutral, let your mind loose on other things. Patrick Leigh 
Fermor would declaim poetry aloud in English, Latin or Greek in 
such situations as this while he crossed Europe (see A Time of Gifts 
and its sequels), while John Hillaby (in Walking Through Britain) writes 
of switching on his “skull cinema” to feed his need for entertainment 
on dull stretches of his walk from Land’s End to John o’Groats. Here, 
quiet contemplation, the conjugation of Latvian verbs, or calculating 
whether or not a large number is prime may be a bett er bet: such silent 
meditations will not disturb the residents unduly — not nearly as 
much as great chunks of Euripides, Livy or Shakespeare would, when 
delivered at 70dB with arms fl ailing theatrically. Mind you, 70dB would 
probably be drowned here by the din from overfl ying aircraft.

Set out, therefore, away from the bridge, to the signs 
which divide Horton from Wraysbury (if you clamour 
for interest, there’s always the joint parish council 

notice-board to read). The road takes a bend to the left, and seems to 
vanish northwards to infi nity. Eventually, though, the house numbers 
dribble down towards single fi gures, and at last, the junction with 
Stanwell Road is reached. Turn left here, and make your way along the 
road (using the right-hand pavement), crossing the Colne Brook.

Suddenly, there is an outbreak of blue plaques on a wall to the right, 
opposite a Dutch-style lodge building. This indicates that John Milton 
lived here, at Berkyn Manor Farm. A few metres on, Foundry Lane goes 
off  to the right.

At this point (ignoring the Runnymede-on-Thames Hotel, as most 
walkers will have done), you have your fi rst point of refreshment since 
the café in the National Trust lodge at Runnymede: just ahead is the 
Horton Inn. This hostelry seems to have resisted the march of tapas and 
Thai food, but serves simple fare and a decent range of beer.

Take Foundry Lane, and be prepared for mud. The land around Berkyn 
Manor Farm (which is now completely dilapidated — “Milton, thou 
shouldst be living at this hour!”) houses a waste company, and the lane 
is reduced to Caramac-toned sludge. Beyond the entrance to this sad 
shadow of a noble home, Foundry Lane becomes a fi eldside path, which 
you will follow, always beneath the roar of Heathrow air traffi  c, to the 
outskirts of Colnbrook, at the bend in Drift Way.

Follow this road until Rayners Way comes in from the right at a bend, 
then look out on the right for one of the shortest public footpaths in the 
country: a 40m short-cut to Colnbrook High Street. Turn right along the 
High Street, past the Ostrich Inn, to the mini-roundabout by a bus stop.

This bus stop, named Ye Olde George, is served by the 81 bus which 
runs frequently between Slough and Hounslow. Take it to Pinglestone 
Close for the U3 (on Hatch Lane, just back a bit and round the corner) to 
Uxbridge. There are pubs and shops in Colnbrook for the replenishment 
of supplies.

17.4
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Colnbrook was an important 
coaching stop on the Bath Road: 
indeed, it was the junction point 
for coaches to Windsor. This 
explains the coaching inns which 
are found along the High Street, 
including the Ostrich which, 
at just over 900 years old, is 
celebrated as “England’s third 
oldest inn”.

The existence (at one time) of a 
trapdoor device for murdering 
rich clients by dropping them 
from the best bedroom directly 
into a cauldron of boiling water 
in the kitchen below has led to 
the suggestion that the Ostrich 
Inn was the spark of inspiration which was developed to become the 
gruesome tale of Sweeney Todd, the demon barber of Fleet Street.

Ostrich Inn, Colnbrook
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B50
18

Colnbrook
to

Uxbridge campus

Start Ye Olde George Inn, Colnbrook — SL3  0LX

Finish IKB statue, Uxbridge campus — UB8  3PH

Distance 8.66km

Duration 1 hour 47 minutes

Ascent 40.0m

Access Bus at start of section. Buses at end of section.

Facilities Pubs and shops at start of section. All facilities at end of section. Pubs at Thorney Mill 
Road and Iver Lane en route.

18.1 Ye Olde George Inn, Colnbrook 0m

18.2 From junction, take Mill Street (to L of convenience shop) to end; continue ahead 
to A4 (to R of transport café); cross A4 and follow bridleway opposite to sewage 
works access road; cross, and continue (works on L) to M4; R, over motorway then 
descend R back to motorway embankment; L following embankment round to 
underbridge; beneath M25 and out to track; L to end, then R up lane to Thorney 
Mill Road.

3730m

18.3 L on Thorney Mill Road, then R to golf club; continue past houses to greenkeepers’ 
yard, where L and R onto course; follow R edge of course to rly, then through 
tunnel under rly; cross road and follow path to canal; R on towpath; L over canal 
and follow path (London Loop) to Iver Lane.

3570m

18.4 R on Iver Lane; L on Cowley High Street; R on Station Road; L into Isambard 
Complex; R at Concourse Hall; along spinal boulevard, across Cleveland Road to 
IKB statue.

3360m
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This, the fi nal section of the 
Brunel50 Path route, starts 
at Ye Olde George Inn, in 

the middle of Colnbrook.

The start of the section is served by the 
frequent (and Oyster-valid) 81 bus service 
between Slough and Hounslow, via the 
A4 at Heathrow. The easiest link with the 
Uxbridge campus is to use the 81 and the U3, 
changing at the junction of the A4 and Hatch 
Lane (Pinglestone Close stop on Bath Road 
for the 81 bus, and Skyport Drive stop on 
Hatch Lane for the U3 bus).

Colnbrook was an important coaching stop 
on the Bath Road: indeed, it was the junction 
point for coaches to Windsor. This explains 
the coaching inns which are found along the 
High Street, including the Ostrich which, 
at just over 900 years old, is celebrated as 
“England’s third oldest inn”.

The existence (at some point around the 
fourteenth century) of a trapdoor device 
for murdering rich clients by dropping 
them from the best bedroom directly into 
a cauldron of boiling water in the kitchen 
below has led to the suggestion that the 
Ostrich Inn was the spark of inspiration 
which was developed to become the 

gruesome tale of Sweeney Todd, the demon barber of Fleet Street.

From the bus stop just outside Ye Olde George Inn, 
with the pub on your left, go straight ahead. Do 
not trend right with the main road but, once across 

Vicarage Way, go along Mill Street, to the left of the convenience store. 
The village’s (C of E) church of 
St Thomas lies a short distance 
up Vicarage Way. The outfl ow 
from the old mill-race is on your 
right (you will soon pass the mill 
buildings on your right), and 
houses are on your left. At the 
end of the houses, go straight 
ahead, keeping the water close to 
your right. Pass to the right of the 
ghost of a transport café, crossing 
the empty lorry park to reach the 
busy A4.

Cross the road with care; go 
ahead, still with the Colne Brook 
on your right. Follow the obvious 
track ahead for about 1km, to 

18.1

18.2
Colnbrook Mill

St Thomas, Colnbrook
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reach a gate at a road. The road ends some metres to the 
left, and it crosses a bridge to your right. Do not cross the 
bridge, but go straight ahead onto a litt le lane, passing a 
building on your left. At the end of the lane, you will reach 
a T-junction of paths: turn right, with the motorway now 
roaring on your left. Curl up to the left onto the bridge 
across the M4: descend on the other side of the motorway to 
a traffi  c barrier.

Here, turn right into the fi eld. Follow the right side back 
to the motorway embankment, then turn left, still with the 
fi eld on your left. At the end of this fi rst fi eld, do note go 
through the metal gate ahead into the next fi eld, but take a 
path straight ahead to its right. After about 200m, you will 
see the Colne Brook once again on your right.

From this point, follow the path as it trends round to the 
left, with the brook and the motorway slip road on your 
right. Look out for a path on your right, taking you under a 
bridge, still beside the Colne Brook, and up to a track, with 
a small wooden bollard in front of you which bears the 
words Uxbridge and Rickmansworth: this indicates the Colne 
Valley Trail route. Turn left along the track, which soon 
swings right to come out to a lane at a traffi  c barrier. Walk up the lane to 
a larger road, Thorney Mill Road.

There is a pub visible to your right, your only sustenance between 
Colnbrook and (almost) the end of the route.

Off  to the right, at 1.1km distance, are bus stops on the U3 service.

Turn left along Thorney Mill Road, then right up the 
driveway to Thorney Park golf course. Go straight 
ahead beyond the golfers’ car park, passing between 

buildings at Thorney Farm. Just beyond the farm, look out for a Colne 
Valley waymark pointing you to the left (if you cross the Colne Brook by 
a bridge, you have gone too far). 
The brown path keeps you on the 
right-hand edge of the course. 
You will see a small bridge off  to 
the left: pass it, but look out for 
a path leading off  it on the other 
side. Where this path joins the 
path you are on, at a small clump 
of trees, look to your right, where 
two red-painted posts indicate 
the entry to the tunnel under the 
railway.

Go between the posts, and 
through the tunnel, bearing to 
the left of the foot of an electricity 
pylon immediately on the other 
side of the tunnel, reaching 
another litt le road. Cross the 

Colne Valley bollard

Grand Union Canal,
Slough Arm

18.3
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road, and plunge into a small path with 
nett les (again, there is nothing to fear, and 
nothing like the nett les at Lyne). Keep the 
Colne Brook close on your right: about 500m 
from the road crossing, you will fi nally cross 
it by a bridge. Follow the other bank up to 
the Slough Arm of the Grand Union Canal.

The canal seems to go off  to infi nity in each 
direction: turn to the right, towards a metal 
footbridge. Before you reach the footbridge, 
you will cross the River Colne fl owing 
underneath the canal.

At your approach to the bridge, you will see 
a pill-box left over from the Second World 
War: some have suggested that it was to 
slow down the progress of the Scharnhorst if 
Slough was att acked from behind!

Almost under the bridge is an obelisk: this is 
another of the Coal Tax posts, of the standard 
canalside design. Climb up to the right of the 
obelisk, then turn left to cross the bridge.

You are now on the London Loop route 
(which we met in Hanwell and Isleworth), 
which you will follow as far as Iver Lane. 
The path winds through the trees until it 
reaches a lane: the roadway disappears into 
the river on your left: it is allegedly a ford.

To the right, the lane leads to a bus stop on 
the 222 route, beside the Paddington Packet Boat pub (currently closed) 
on the main road through Cowley.

Go straight ahead, then bear left (following the London Loop signs) to 
cross the River Colne by a footbridge: do not go to the lakeside path on 
the right. 

This is the area known as Litt le Britain Lakes. It is a haven of peace 
and a magnet for waterfowl. 
The late Steve Pash used to 
conduct lunchtime forays from 
the Uxbridge campus to share 
the wonders of nature on the 
University’s doorstep.

Once you are across the bridge, 
turn right, still following the 
route (and waymarks) of the 
London Loop. Follow the path 
ahead for about 1.3km, ignoring 
two waymarked side paths off  
to the left. You will emerge onto 
Iver Lane.

River Colne from the 
aqueduct on the Slough Arm 
of the Grand Union Canal

Goslings in training on the 
River Colne, Litt le Britain
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Cross to the other side of 
the road and turn right. The 
road leads over the River 

Colne, then over the canal.

Here, the Malt Shovel serves food and drink 
during opening hours: it may be useful if 
you really cannot hold out until you reach 
the campus.

Continue along Iver Lane, over the Frays 
River, until you rise to its end at the traffi  c 
lights on Cowley High Street.

Turn left at the end of Iver Lane, then cross at 
the pedestrian crossing. Turn left, then right 
into Station Road. About 100m down Station 
Road, you return to Brunel territory.

Turn left onto the campus by the pedestrian 
entrance. Keep one block of the Isambard 
fl ats on your left at any time (be sure to keep 
to the left of the launderett e), then bear right 
to a small open area, with the glass-fronted 
Isambard Amenity Building to your right. 

From here, bear left towards Galbraith Hall, 
then turn right onto the campus’s main spinal boulevard. Pass Fleming 
and Mill Halls on your left, and cross Cleveland Road at the pedestrian 
crossing. Pass the postbox on your right at the pond, then continue along 
the boulevard to renew your acquaintance with IKB’s statue.

If you have followed this book from the beginning, you will now have 
completed the circuit of the Brunel50 Path.

Isambard residences

18.4
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After completing the route, a memory kept circling in the author’s 
head. There was a previous att empt to set up a pedestrian link between 
Uxbridge and Runnymede campuses. There was an article about it. After 
some assiduous work, the University’s Archives staff  tracked down the 
article, which had been published in the then staff  newslett er, Reporter.

In 1980, Nick Childs (the then University Librarian) had set up a new 
internal Inter-Library Loan system which operated between the 
library at Uxbridge and that on Brunel’s newly-acquired campus at 
Runnymede. Mindful of the need for business continuity and good 
customer service, he realised that, while the normal practice would be 
to use the inter-campus transport, he needed to have a Plan B, to move 
books and papers between the campuses in the absence of the porters’ 
van. Bus services in those days were even more sketchy than today, so 
he decided to research a walking route.

Perhaps less astonishingly than it fi rst seemed (given the paucity of 
routes and the serious barriers of railways, motorways and rivers), the 
Childs route turned out to be almost identical to the route described 
here: he used the main Grand Union Canal and its Slough Arm between 
Iver Lane and the aqueduct over the River Colne (in those days, it was a 
much more practicable route than the Colneside path, which has since 
been much improved by Groundwork and others), and he preferred a 
more westerly route between Horton and Wraysbury. Finally, he did not 
feel the need to detour to the boathouse, but took a more direct line from 
the Egham roundabout to the Runnymede library.

After all, people were waiting for their books and papers.

B50
19

Uxbridge campus to
Runnymede campus:

linking the libraries in 1980

Start Uxbridge campus — UB8  3PH

Finish Runnymede campus — TW20  0JY

Distance 21.30km

Duration 4 hours 27 minutes

Ascent 120.9m

Access Buses at start of section. Buses at end of section.

Facilities All facilities at start of section. All facilities near end of section. Pubs at Iver Lane, 
Thorney Mill Lane and Horton en route.
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Back cover — on the riverside path near Ham
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