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B50
2

Charville Lane
to

North Road, Southall

Start Charville Lane — UB4  8PE

Finish North Road, Southall — UB1  2LN

Distance 5.91km

Duration 1 hour 12 minutes

Ascent 10.6m

Access Direct bus service to Uxbridge campus at start of section. Buses at end of section; direct 
service to Uxbridge campus 600m distant from end of section. Buses at Yeading Lane en 
route.

Facilities Shops at start of section. All facilities in Southall 600m distant from end of section.

2.1 Charville Road, at Raeburn Road bus stop 0m

2.2 E on Charville Lane for 1km; R on Hillingdon Trail; after 800m, L to path junction; 
L, then ahead with football gd on L, then bear R to Kingshill Avenue.

2090m

2.3 L then R to large fi eld with brook on R; To far L corner, then R over footbridge, 
and L to Yeading Lane; L then R to large fi eld with brook on R; to far L corner and 
beneath The Parkway.

1890m

2.4 E across large fi eld to far L corner; path through woodland; bear R at three-way 
Hillingdon Trail fork; cross canal and into Spikes Bridge Park; follow R edge of 
park and R through main gate; L on Carlyle Avenue; ahead on Burns Avenue to 
North Road.

1.930m
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This section begins 
on Charville Lane 
beside the Raeburn 

Road bus stop.

The U7 bus runs between here 
and the Uxbridge campus.

Continue along 
Charville Lane to 
a mini-roundabout 

where Bury Avenue goes off  
to the right. Go straight ahead 
here on the separated footpath a 
litt le to the right of the road, to 
Langdale Drive.

Here, the lane changes to become 
a no-through-road  with tarmac 
but no pavement: it boasts a 

variety of architectural styles in the houses: some standard mid-century 
houses alternate with bungalows and other building styles, including 
agricultural properties and the tucked-away-at-the-edge-of-civilisation 
nature of certain types of business buildings.

Just beyond a tall pole carrying a light, a CCTV 
camera, and a No Tipping sign, you will reach 
a signpost on the right of the path, one of its 
brown fi ngerpost directing you through the 
barrier and along the Hillingdon Trail.

You will have just crossed (but you probably 
did not notice) the tiniest of bridges across a 
ditch; this carries an often-dry feeder which 
runs from the reservoir situated at what is 
now Ruislip Lido. In order to allay the fears of 
the local industrialists (who needed a constant 
supply of water from the River Colne and its 
distributaries, in particular from the Frays 
River, tapped at Denham), the reservoir was 
constructed to store water to replenish the 
Grand Union Canal.

A constant infl ux of water is needed at the 
higher levels in the canal system, since water 
is lost downwards every time the lock system 
is used. The feeder will be on your right for a 
time, while the Yeading Brook, at fi rst on the 
left, will be a companion almost as far as the 
Grand Union Canal, the crossing of which will 
herald your arrival into Southall.

Follow the Hillingdon Trail path across scrub 
and into more tree-enclosed land. Carry straight 
on at a cross-path, after which you will see 
stagnant water on your left. Shortly afterwards, 

2.1

2.2

Hillingdon Trail at 
Charville Lane

Yeading Brook
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where a litt le wooden bridge 
gives access to playing fi elds 
(with houses over to the right), 
bear left instead, and continue 
along the now-enclosed lane to 
reach a path junction at the far 
end of Michael Frost Park.

Here bear well left, away from 
the Young People’s Centre, to 
reach what the sign proclaims 
to be “Farm Park, home of AFC Hayes” (though it is marked as “Brook 
House FC” on the A-Z map). Keep to the right of the football stadium 
fence, at the end of which bear round to the right to come out onto 
Kingshill Avenue. Cross the road and bridge to the other side of Yeading 
Brook, the brook now to your right.

The Hillingdon Trail hugs the bank of the brook, and 
this constitutes a viable alternative at this point, but you 
can avoid the possibility of disturbing nesting birds by 

making a bee-line across the Greenway meadows.

Tread the line between close-mown park grass on your left and the 
comparatively uncut area to your right: aim to the right of three stately 
Lombardy poplars and to the left of a clump of hawthorn. Pass to the 
right of a basketball court, and then aim for the far end of the gore, 
where road and the brook meet at a footbridge.

Bear right to cross the footbridge, then take the Hillingdon Trail along 
the left-hand edge of the fi eld, following the brook on your left, to 
emerge onto Yeading Lane.

Off  to the right, 0.8km away, is a 607 bus stop on Uxbridge Road at The 
Grapes Inn. Local buses connect from here.

Once again, as at Kingshill Avenue, cross the road and bridge together, 
and continue in the same direction as before, following the Hillingdon 
Trail across the next meadow. Keep to the right, close to the brook: do 
not veer off  towards the left in the direction of the fl ats. After passing a 
straggly clump of blackberry bushes, you will see the Parkway bridge 
clearly ahead. Aim leftwards to make towards a cluster of lamp-posts 
below Parkway road-height: this gives access to the subway which runs 
under the road, beyond which the path gives out onto a much larger 
area of grassland.

Here, the Hillingdon Trail hugs the left-hand edge right 
into the far left gore, but instead of clinging to the house-
backs, you should strike out for a quieter option (with less 

chance of accidental breach of privacy) by taking a bearing out into the 
middle, fi xing on a small steeple on the horizon (it actually belongs to 
St George’s church, which lies just off  Uxbridge Road at the west end 
of Southall). About half-way across, you will meet and go over a cross-
path Here, bear slightly left, aiming now for the far left-hand corner of 
scrubland ahead, almost gravitating to the houses which have formed 
the left-hand (northern) edge of the meadow since Yeading Lane (with 
the gap for The Parkway, of course).

Yeading Brook meadow, 
looking north

2.3

2.4
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The land ahead (covered in scrub) seems to be elevated, like an 
ancient, though broad and fl at, burial mound. However, it is a bit of an 
anticlimax to fi nd, at the corner of the mound, a concrete fence-post of 
the kind (of the era running roughly from the 1930s to the 1950s) which 
used to surround POW camps, telephone exchanges, radio transmitt ers 
and other more or less offi  cial structures.

It appears that these were once allotments, but it is clear that they 
have lain fallow for at least a generation, and possibly even since the 
nationwide abandonment of widespread grow-your-own (often out of 
sheer necessity). Following the national recovery from the food rationing 
which outlasted the Second World War and only ceased at the end of 
1954, many people once more embraced the convenience of shopping for 
fruit and vegetables rather than the toil (especially in places with poor 
soil) of trying to win them from the land by their own labour.

The concentration of defence-related facilities which clustered in this 
area for most of the twentieth century makes one suspect (or yearn to 
suspect) ulterior histories, but in this instance, the prosaic description on 
the A-Z map seems to tell the whole story.

From the corner of this burial-ground of — how shall we put it? — the 
hopes of a generation of gardeners, bear off  at an angle to cut over to 
the corner of the gore and meet up with the Hillingdon Trail again as 
it approaches, house-backs still on its left. Though the prospect is at 
fi rst rather unpromising, a path (enclosed) appears miraculously in the 
tangled thicket of vegetation to lead ahead.

At a fork in the path, you will see, up to your left, a rather confusing 
signpost, pointing out the route of the Hillingdon Trail in two directions, 
and to the “Hillingdon Trail Diversion” off  to your left. Ignore the 

diversion, and continue through the trees. 
At a T-junction of paths, take the left-hand 
option to climb up to a footbridge over the 
Grand Union Canal.

This is the northern arm of the Grand 
Union Canal, which splits off  from the 
main Birmingham-to-Brentford route at 
Bull’s Bridge in Hayes, looping round to 
serve areas such as Alperton and Kensal 
Green, and fi nishing up via Litt le Venice at 
Paddington Basin. As well as giving this key 
access to the centre of London (ironically 
so close to the terminus of the railway 
which would seal the fate of the canals), it 
provided links with the Regent’s Canal and 
the Hertford Union, giving access to the 
River Lea and East London. Today, it is used 
almost exclusively for family outings.

Cross the footbridge, and continue straight 
ahead eastwards, away from the canal, 
towards houses. Soon, a fence-gap gives 
left-and-right access to Spikes Bridge Park: 

Hillingdon Trail diversion 
sign, west of the canal
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continue eastwards along the right-hand edge of the park, passing a 
nursery and some old huts (which were built for and used by Civil 
Defence), eventually reaching the park gate near a fi ve-a-side football 
enclosure.

Turn right through the gate, and left at the fi rst junction onto Carlyle 
Avenue. This is another estate built between the wars, which stretched 
Southall to the north of Uxbridge Road. Cross Lady Margaret Road, and 
continue to the junction with North Road.

This is another decision point: by following North Road for 600m, you 
will reach Uxbridge Road: the Southall Police Station bus stop (for the 
607) is nearby. This is the start of an alternative route to the Wharncliff e 
Viaduct. This alternative route adds 2.0km to the distance, but visits the 
important ‘Three Bridges’ site, part of IKB’s last railway project. The 
alternative route is described after the main route below.

At the North Road junction, 
you are 9.4km from the starting 
point at the statue on Uxbridge 
Campus. Here, you have covered 
just over half the distance 
between the Uxbridge and Acton 
campuses.

Entry to Spikes Bridge Park 
near Grand Union Canal

Today, the canal is used 
almost exclusively
for family outings.


