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North Road, Southall to
Wharncliff e Viaduct
via Dormer’s Wells

Start North Road, Southall — UB1  2LN

Finish Wharncliff e Viaduct — 220m NE of UB1  3PS

Distance 2.36km

Duration 29 minutes

Ascent 12.5m

Access Direct bus service to Uxbridge campus 800m south of start of section.

Facilities All facilities in Southall 800m south of start of section.

3.1 Burns Avenue, Southall, at junction with North Road 0m

3.2 E on Burns Avenue to Dormer’s Wells Lane; cross, and R onto L pvt to path just 
before reaching school; L along path; keep E line to Greenford Road.

1300m

3.3 Cross Greenford Road; through narrow gap in hedge onto path; cross golf course; 
keep River Brent on R to footbridge; cross, and bear R; climb to church; L then R to 
cross fi eld SE; R to pass beneath viaduct.

1060m
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This section starts at the top of North Road, Southall, at its 
junction with Burns Avenue.

The 607 bus from the Uxbridge campus stops at Southall Police Station, 
800m south of the start of this section.

From the junction, walk eastwards: the road which was 
Carlyle Avenue farther west is now called Burns Avenue.

Thomas Carlyle and Robert Burns were two writers with strong 
connections to Dumfries — is this mere coincidence?

Your route now continues along Burns Avenue to its end. Cross over 
Dormer’s Wells Lane and turn right along the pavement. Just opposite 
number 43, turn left down a narrow path with a school on the right.

At the end of the school’s 
property on the right, the path 
opens out at a small triangle of 
grass; the tarmac path veers off  
half-left towards a clutch of 1960s 
tower blocks, the nearest of these 
being Sheringham Tower.

Instead, keep straight ahead 
on the smaller path to pop 
through the bushes at the far 
end and out onto a golf course, 
with a small brook on your left. 
Note the sign warning of fl ying 
golf balls: similar signs will be 
important sighting-points. Aim 
for a wooden marker post and 
then across the fairway to a grey 

metal signboard (you are looking at the back of another of those golf-ball 
signs). This leads to an enclosed path and out onto Greenford Road by a 
few steps.

Cross the road and, a few metres to the right, continue 
through a hole in the ivy hedge down a fl ight of old (and 
beware! — rickety) concrete steps. Cross two fairways, 

following the now familiar “fl ying golf balls” warning signs to meet the 
River Brent (on your right side) fl owing towards you in its litt le dell.

Follow the path until a lea opens out, with a distant view of a white 
building with green doors ahead: this is the pavilion of Brentfi elds 

Cricket Club. When you catch 
sight of this building, do not go 
towards it, but take a path to the 
right to reach a footbridge over 
the River Brent.

Here, in front of the bridge, the 
path which goes off  to the left 
just before you reach the bridge 
carries the Capital Ring walking 
route towards Horsenden Hill 

3.1

3.2

Divergence of the path (left) 
towards Sheringham Tower

3.3
Distant view of the pavilion 
of Brentfi elds Cricket Club
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and Hampstead Heath (and beyond, all its 
merry way via Woolwich and Wimbledon 
back to where you stand).

Cross the footbridge.

At this point, the Capital Ring (bound for 
Brentford) continues by the river bank 
through Brent Lodge Park: this forms an 
alternative low-level route to the Wharncliff e 
Viaduct. It is also useful to note that there are 
public toilets in the middle of the park, away 
from the riverside path on higher ground. 
You may then continue south to pick up the 
Capital Ring eastwards to reach the viaduct 
and re-join the main route.

A quick right-and-left brings you to the foot 
of the stepped path which rises to St Mary’s 
Church, Hanwell.

Though the church is of a much earlier 
foundation, the present building was 
constructed in 1841 to a design by George 
Gilbert Scott  — one of his fi rst Church of 
England commissions.

From the far end of the church, a path leads ahead, diagonally across the 
Churchfi elds recreation ground. Drift rightwards from the path towards 
a rather modest monument surrounded by railings: this is the Hanwell 
Scouts’ War Memorial. A few metres ahead, there is a more enigmatic 
stone which is enclosed in irons: this is the old Hanwell Glebe stone.

The Hanwell Glebe stone indicates that the land was copyhold for the 
benefi t of Rev George Glasse: copyhold was a form of tenure for the 
use of manorial land: in this case, the land was held by the incumbent 
clergyman of St Mary’s. It was called ‘copyhold’ because the tenant held 
a copy of the original deed. Glasse was rector of St Mary’s, succeeding 
his father in that offi  ce in 1785 and continuing until his death in 1809.

Just along Church Road from the 
church, there is a white thatched 
cott age called The Hermitage. 
This was the house built for 
George Glasse, in an att empt to 
raise his social status. The house 
had to be purchased through 
a loan which he had sought 
in London. On arranging and 
collecting the funds, he left the 
money in a cab. In his ruin on 
realising that the money had 
gone, he hanged himself. The 
following day, the money was 
returned to his lodging-house by 
the cab-driver.

Hanwell Glebe Stone

Hanwell Scouts’
War Memorial
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Even though he was a suicide, George 
Glasse was buried in the crypt of St Mary’s 
church — a testament to the power of family 
connections.

Go ahead, dipping at the far end of the 
park to pass underneath one of the arches 
of IKB’s impressive Wharncliff e Viaduct, 
which carries the tracks of his Great Western 
Railway.

Here, a path comes up from the right 
(crossing the river), and a much smaller path 
leads off  to the left, parallel to the railway.

The path coming up from the right is the 
Capital Ring route, here making its way 
from Richmond by the Thames and up the 
River Brent from Brentford. It also carries the 
alternative route to the main Brunel50 Path 
route from North Road, Southall via Southall 
Park, Three Bridges, the Grand Union Canal, 
and the River Brent.

This marks the end of this section of the 
Brunel50 Path.Wharncliff e Viaduct from 

Brent Lodge Park


