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B50
4

North Road, Southall to
Wharncliff e Viaduct
via Three Bridges

Start North Road, Southall — UB1  2LN

Finish Wharncliff e Viaduct — 220m NE of UB1  3PS

Distance 4.10km

Duration 50 minutes

Ascent 10.4m

Access Direct bus service to and from Uxbridge campus 800m from start of section.

Facilities All facilities in Southall 800m from start of section.

4.1 Burns Avenue, Southall, at junction with North Road 0m

4.2 S on North Road; L on Uxbridge Road; R into Southall Park; SE to path rbt; E past 
playgd to exit park onto Green Drive; ahead over Park Avenue to path; under then 
over rly tracks; ahead on Glade Lane; L into park; pass playgd on L; take path S to 
canal; L on towpath to Three Bridges.

2490m

4.3 E on towpath past fi ve locks; L onto Brent River Path; under Uxbridge Road; along 
riverside to viaduct, where R over footbridge to path junction.

1810m
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This section starts at the top of North Road, Southall, at its 
junction with Burns Avenue.

The 607 bus from the Uxbridge campus stops at Southall Police Station, 
800m south of the start of this section.

Take North Road southwards (that is, turning right off  
Carlyle Avenue if coming from Spikes Bridge Park), 
using the left-hand pavement, past inter-war housing. 

Just beyond a row of shops on the right, the road bears slightly left at a 
triangular green with some trees: do not take the right-hand option.

Cross to the right-hand pavement at the zebra crossing beyond the green 
at some more shops, and continue along North Road.

There is a change in the housing to terraces of the last few years of the 
nineteenth century; just before the road reaches Southall High Street, 
you will reach industrial units on the left, and the dark brick Police 
Station on the right.

Turn right into Southall High Street, across the entrance to the Police 
Station, and cross the busy road at the pedestrian crossing. The bus stop 
for the 607 bus is a few metres to your right, but to continue, turn left off  
the crossing, past the pillar box opposite the end of North Road. Beyond 
the Red Lion Hotel, just where High Street becomes Uxbridge Road (the 
road becoming a dual carriageway with a separated bus lane), a gate 
gives entry into Southall Park.

If, for any reason, the park gate is closed, continue along Uxbridge Road 
and turn right into Green Drive. The exit from the park is about 250m 
ahead.

Step into the park. Do not take either of the two paths on the left, but 
choose the main path (just left of straight ahead). Go round to the right 
of a circular feature (in a way, a pedestrian roundabout) in the centre 
of the park, passing a hedged area of formal planting (with a world 
globe set in its centre) now to your right, then set off  down a path to the 
left of some play equipment; there is a slight valley in the grass to your 
left. Walk past the playground, with its “castle” on a hill to your right, 
carrying on to exit the park through a gate.

Turn right onto Green Drive, and continue to its end at Park Avenue. 
Across the road, behind a lamp-post with a street-name sign, a tarmac 

path (signposted for pedestrians 
and cyclists) leads between the 
houses. This path goes under the 
main railway line, runs between 
industrial units, and crosses over 
a freight branch railway line.

Now called Glade Lane, it 
continues ahead until it emerges 
through a traffi  c barrier at the 
corner of Post Road. The distance 
from Park Avenue to this point is 
600m.

4.1

4.2

Southall Park
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Turn left just beyond the barrier 
to enter a park. Follow the main 
track ahead, bearing to the right 
in front of a playground. Trend 
left to keep the playground fence 
on your left hand side. When 
you come level with a basketball 
court, take the right-hand path: 
it then trends left. Take a broad, 
but less obvious path to the right, 
and go through a gap to the 
right of a gate at the far end of 
this meadow to reach the Grand 
Union Canal towpath.

Turn left along the towpath 
to reach and pass a canal lock 
(number 91). About 300m ahead, you will reach a road bridge over the 
canal. But look over to your left, and you will see the freight railway 
deep beneath. This crossing point is IKB’s remarkable Three Bridges 
site, a site historically signifi cant enough to have been designated as a 
scheduled monument.

The railway line running between Southall and Brentford, which you 
crossed at the north end of Glade Lane, was IKB’s fi nal railway project 
(185659). There were two principal obstacles in the way of the railway: 
the Grand Junction — today, the Grand Union — Canal (built in 1794), 
and Windmill Lane, which led from Southall to the bank of the Thames 
at Isleworth. IKB decided to meet both of these obstacles head on, and 
devised a route which would create a three-decker bridge: road over 
canal over rail. The railway needed to be in a deep cutt ing, so that it 
would not spoil the view from Osterley Park. large metal beams on a 
central brick pier carry the weight of the canal (in a trough 2.4m deep, 
a fl ange of which forms the towpath) and the road over the railway line.

Access to road level is on the east side of the bridge: it is worth going up 
to look at the structure from all of the available angles — though not, of 
course, from the railway.

Continue along 
the towpath, with 
the brick wall of 

the what used to be the Hanwell 
County Asylum and what is 
still Ealing Hospital on your 
left, past fi ve locks. Just before 
the fi fth, notice a bricked-up 
arch in the wall. This used to be 
a canal access into the asylum. 
Ealing Hospital was reborn as a 
1960s concrete block, and more 
recently, houses have been built 
in the more hitoric parts of the 
hospital estate.

Three Bridges

4.3
Morning light on

Hanwell Locks
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Beyond the hospital land, you 
will drop down to the confl uence 
of the canal with the River Brent.

Here, section 8 of the Capital 
Ring, running clockwise, comes 
in from the right.

A Capital Ring fi ngerpost 
indicates the way to the left on 
the footpath adjoining the river 
(though eagle-eyed walkers may 
spot a short-cut down to the 
riverside path just beforehand).

Walk upstream along a quiet 
and winding path, with the 
river on your right, until you 
reach Hanwell Bridge over the 
Uxbridge Road, which was 
formerly the coach road between 

London and Oxford. Here, a path rises to road level, while a low tunnel 
path takes the route underneath the road (except in times of fl ood).

The limited-stop 607 bus service, which operates between Uxbridge and 
White City, has a stop at Ealing Hospital to the left: slower services on 
the 207 and 427 routes cover all stops between them. The Viaduct Inn 
(formerly the Coach and Horses) on the far side of the river, and shops 
and cafés at Hanwell Broadway.

Beyond the road, the forward view is dominated by the brick 
Wharncliff e Viaduct, one of the many wonders of Brunel’s Great 
Western Railway.

Whereas the Three Bridges was Brunel’s fi nal railway project, the 
Wharncliff e Viaduct was part of his fi rst. Ever the innovator, Brunel 
constructed the viaduct with hollow piers — another of his fi rsts. The 
line of the Great Western Railway is carried 20m above the Brent valley 
across eight elegant semi-elliptical arches.

The path hugs the river bank, with a vast hay-meadow off  to the left 
(still managed as such by Ealing Council) until, right up at the viaduct, it 
crosses the river on a small bridge. At the east end of the bridge, you will 

arrive at a junction of paths.

This concludes the alternative 
route: the two options for the 
Brunel50 Path now move on 
together towards Hanwell, Ealing 
and Acton.

Wharncliff e Viaduct from 
the southern hay-meadow

Heron, Hanwell Bridge


