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B50
5

Wharncliff e Viaduct
to

Acton campus

Start Wharncliff e Viaduct — 220m NE of UB1  3PS

Finish Acton campus — W3  8JH

Distance 5.87km

Duration 1 hour 12 minutes

Ascent 25.7m

Access Buses at end of section. Ealing Common station (District and Piccadilly Lines) en 
route. Direct buses to Uxbridge campus at West Ealing, Ealing Broadway, and Ealing 
Common en route.

Facilities Shops and cafés in several locations on Uxbridge Road, in West Ealing, and in Ealing en 
route. Pubs in Ealing and east of Ealing Common en route.

5.1 Wharncliff e Viaduct by River Brent 0m

5.2 E parallel to rly past Hanwell stn to Church Road, where R to Uxbridge Road; L to 
West Ealing; R on Melbourne Avenue (path beyond 607 stop) to Leeland Terrace, 
where L; cross road into Dean Gardens; keep to R side of park; R into Northfi elds 
Avenue; L into Matt ock Lane; R onto Churchfi eld Road;; L onto Culmington Road; 
R into park; ahead (NE) to lake, then E (bearing L of college) to Ealing Green.

3330m

5.3 Cross road and take Grove Road opposite: at far end, ahead across Ealing 
Common, over N Circular Road, and bear L to Uxbridge Road at Leopold Road; 
R past Ealing Common stn; along Uxbridge Road to Gunnersbury Road; ahead on 
Uxbruidge Road; R into Woodlands Avenue; half-L into park and out onto Crown 
Street; R, and R onto Mill Hill Road to campus (now West London College).

2540m
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This section starts 
at the Wharncliff e 
Viaduct, just on 

the south side of the bridge.

There is no public transport here, 
but Hanwell station (Elizabeth 
Line) and Hanwell Broadway are 
not far away.

Take the small 
path away from 
the river, keeping 

the green railway boundary fence 
close on your left (two other 
small paths lead off  to the right: 
just ignore them), fi nally bearing 

left at the top where you reach a pocket park with a small pond down 
to your right. Continue parallel to the railway, past the southern portal 
to Hanwell Station, and on to the end of York Terrace where it meets 
Church Road, where turn right. Cross Church Road and turn right along 
the left-hand pavement.

As you approach and cross Netheravon Road, you will see and pass a 
faceless NHS polyclinic, where a sign proclaims the presence of the 
Hanwell Eyecare Centre — it might as well proclaim that the building 
is the Hanwell Eyesore Centre, such is the poverty of aesthetic. The rest 
of the route down Church Road to the Uxbridge Road is a succession 
of three churches: the fi rst of these is the Victorian Methodist Church, 
then the yet higher Victorian St Mellitus’ Church of England (in the 
blunt brick-barn style so familiar across London suburbia), and fi nally, 
seen across the Uxbridge Road junction, the concrete post-war Roman 
Catholic church of Our Lady and St Joseph.

Cross Uxbridge Road at the pedestrian crossing and turn left. There 
now follows about 800m of busy road, with no real alternative option 
available. Still, sweet are the ways of adversity — there are opportunities 
to pick up supplies, and you pass the gates of a couple of the many 
suburban cemeteries which were established by inner-city authorities 
(here, City of Westminster on the right, Royal Borough of Kensington 
and Chelsea on the left) who found that they were running out of 
cemetery space as the nineteenth century progressed with ever more 
people living in the cities. These local (though extra muros) cemeteries 
are not to be confused with the Magnifi cent Seven cemeteries which 
were private enterprises which drew their custom from the whole of 
London, and indeed, from beyond the metropolis.

You will eventually reach the shops on West Ealing Broadway: carry on 
along Broadway until you reach Melbourne Avenue (a pedestrianised 
street) on your right.

There is a 607 bus stop shortly before you reach this point, for 
connections back to Uxbridge.

Turn right into Melbourne Avenue. You will pass the library on your left 
and a supermarket on the right. Note the modern mural panels set high 

5.1

5.2
St Mellitus C of E church, 
Hanwell, with the RC 
church of Our Lady and 
St Joseph in the distance
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up on the supermarket wall. Turn left into Leeman Terrace, with perhaps 
a pause to visit the London Farmers’ Market on your left on Leeman 
Road, if you happen to be walking through on a Saturday morning.

Take Leeman Terrace to Tawny Close on the right. Just a few metres 
down Tawny Close, there is a gate which gives you access to Dean 
Gardens. Follow the path along the right-hand side of the gardens to 
come out onto Northfi eld Avenue. Reach Matt ock Lane, across and 
slightly to the right, using the pedestrian crossing. Go along Matt ock 
Lane to reach a crescent of shops (with a café).

Trend right across the shop frontages to reach Churchfi eld Road. At 
the fork, do not be drawn down Somerset Road, but take the left fork 
to continue on Churchfi eld Road. At Culmington Road, turn sharp 
left, then almost immediately right through a gap (signed towards 
Pitz hanger Manor House) into Walpole Park.

Bear left on entering the park, then bear right past a mighty oak (beside 
which an interpretive bollard 
tells the history of the tree) to 
cross the park to the end of 
a long pond: there are some 
fountains here which play and 
spout from time to time. At 
the approach to the pond, bear 
slightly to the right and continue 
ahead, crossing a small stream 
by a litt le bridge. Here the path 
turns left to follow the water’s 
edge towards an ornamental 
stone bridge.

Follow the path round to the 
right a litt le before the stone 
bridge: keep the wall on your 
right to pass along the south side 
of the Pitz hanger Manor House, 
now an Ealing Council museum. 

Mural, West Ealing 
supermarket

Folly bridge, Walpole Park
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Make your way across the front 
garden of the Manor House to 
reach the road (Ealing Green) at 
the pedestrian crossing opposite 
The Grove pub.

By turning left here, you will 
reach the main road in 250m: 
the 607 bus stop is on the left, 
opposite the church.

Cross the road and 
continue round the 
pub corner into 

The Grove, which runs parallel 
to Uxbridge Road. An interesting 
variety of architectural styles 

is evident in the street. At the end of The Grove, go ahead onto Ealing 
Common.

Take aim at a red-gabled house on the far side of the common; go 
straight across the Common to reach the ever-busy North Circular 
Road at a pedestrian crossing. Cross over the main road, and take the 
park path ahead (ignoring a path to the half-left which reaches Uxbridge 
Road by a more direct route), towards a low grey building in the far 
(north-east) corner of the Common.

This building used to house a set of subterranean public conveniences, 
which were superseded by a new-fangled corrugated-metal “tardis 
toilet” on the Uxbridge Road side of the structure. However, the tardis 
may have taken off  (since the fi rst traverse of the route for this guide) 
and left no more than a paved pedestal in its wake, so don’t pin your 
hopes too heavily on relief here.

Cross over the end of Leopold Road and carry on along the right-hand 
pavement of Uxbridge Road to Ealing Common Tube station.

Ealing Common Tube station is served by the District Line and by the 
Piccadilly Line (which runs to Uxbridge, with a possible change needed 

at Rayners Lane station). A few 
metres beyond the station, there 
is a 607 bus stop.

From here to Acton, there follows 
another stretch of Uxbridge 
Road, with no viable alternative 
in prospect. On the north side 
of the road, a modicum of relief 
may be aff orded by walking 
through Twyford Crescent 
Gardens, but to take advantage 
of that would involve you in 
two crossings of the busy road, 
formerly the main route from 
London to Oxford and beyond. 
As in West Ealing, it is probably 

View across Ealing Common 
to North Circular Road

5.3
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Uxbridge Road, Acton

bett er to face the music and 
just walk down the southern 
pavement. There are some shops 
selling food (including fresh 
fruit) on this side, and you will 
pass architecturally interesting 
buildings across the road — and 
these are bett er seen from this 
southern side.

Just after crossing Gunnersbury 
Lane at the traffi  c lights, look 
out for a litt le entry on the right, 
with an old borough street-sign 
high up on the wall, announcing 
the street name as Woodlands 
Avenue. Turn right, then bear left 
into a small park, which is tucked 
away behind the backs of the buildings on Acton High Street.

Down to your left in this rather dull, hemmed-in park is a small brown 
brick structure which resembles a rather grubby igloo: this was the 
icehouse, wherein the staff  of the Woodlands estate stored winter ice to 
provide refrigeration during the summer months (it would also have 
been packed around the tubs to freeze custard and sorbets into iced 
desserts).

From the icehouse, bear right to climb to the left edge of the buildings 
and exit the park onto Crown Street.

Make your way past Woodlands Hall, and a civic plaque giving the 
story of Stamford Brook (now fl owing underground hereabouts), 
and bear right into Mill Hill Road. The entry to what is now the Acton 
campus of Ealing, Hammersmith and West London College (which, like 
Brunel, has been no stranger to 
amalgamations) is on the right, 
with the Woodlands building the 
redbrick structure on your right 
as you look in.

This is the 1957 birthplace of 
Brunel College of Technology 
(which grew out of Acton 
Technical College and, having 
been chartered as Brunel 
University in 1966, grew into 
Brunel University London).

The building is now occupied by 
the National Autistic Society and 
their very successful Sibyl Elgar 
School, which provides specialist 
secondary-school education for 
London children who exhibit 
along the autistic spectrum.

Woodlands Avenue, Acton
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To reach the 607 bus stop, return 
along Mill Hill Road, passing 
Crown Street on your left, and 
carrying straight on through 
the traffi  c barrier into Mill Hill 
Terrace, left into Mill Hill Grove, 
and right into Acton High Street 
to reach stop G (Acton Old Town 
Hall).

It is, however, not much farther 
to reach Acton Town station 
(on the District and Piccadilly 

Lines, the latt er with services to Uxbridge): to reach this transport point, 
simply follow the route notes in the next section of this guide.

The college gate marks the end of this section.

Icehouse, Woodlands Park


