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B50
6

Acton campus
to

Osterley campus

Start Acton campus — W3  8JH

Finish Osterley campus — TW7  5DS

Distance 6.94km

Duration 1 hour 27 minutes

Ascent 39.8m

Access Buses at start of section. Osterley station (Piccadilly Line) 1.3km distant from end of 
section. Acton Town station (District and Piccadilly Lines) en route. Syon Lane station 
(South Western Railway) close by en route. Buses at South Ealing and on the A4 en route.

Facilities All facilities at start of section. Shops at Acton Town Tube station en route. Pub in South 
Ealing en route. Basic kiosk at Osterley station.

6.1 Acton campus 0m

6.2 W on Mill Hill Road; L on Gunnersbury Lane past Acton Town stn; cross N 
Circular Road; L, then R into park; bear L to keep museum on R; R across frontage; 
R to café; L with pond to R; R to pavilion; L to courts, R (NNW) to perimeter path, 
where L; at corner, half-R to exit park.

2270m

6.3 Cross Lionel Road North; along Pope’s Lane; L into cemetery, where R at bend, 
L to war meml, R across path and out to South Ealing Road; L then R on Murray 
Road; L on Windmill Road, then R on The Ride; R, then cross Boston Manor Road; 
at pedestrian crossing, where L to reach entrance to Boston Manor House.

1920m

6.4 Through gate, and L across front of mansion; R, L and R to descend; under M4; L 
with river on R, then diag across fi eld to canal bridge; over bridge; L to canal; L 
under bridge, then L up to road; R on A4, crossing to L pvt at bridge; L on Syon 
Lane, then R to cross; ahead on Northumberland Avenue (including L-R zigzag at 
Harewood Road); R on Wood Lane; L on Borough Road to war meml.

2750m
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This section begins on Mill Hill Road in Acton, at the gate 
of West London College, formerly the Acton campus of 
Brunel University.

Acton Technical College divided into two sections in 1957, and the 
section which was charged with training people to be Chartered 
Engineers was given the name of Brunel College of Technology. IKB’s 
Great Western Railway came through Acton Main Line station nearby, 
and to boast a link with such an eminent Victorian engineer’s name was 
seen to be aspirational and historic.

In 1962, the college became the fi nal institution in the country to be 
graced with the title of a College of Advanced Technology, a designation 
which turned out to be short-lived, since all of these institutions were 
to be granted university status in the wake of the Robbins Committ ee’s 
Report on Higher Education in the UK, which was presented to 
Parliament in October of the following year.

The Royal Charter was awarded to the institution in June 1966, which 
duly took the name of Brunel University: a new charter changed the 
offi  cial name to Brunel University London in 2014. The rest of Acton 
Technical College has become part of Ealing, Hammersmith and West 
London College, and is also home to the Sylvia Elgar School, a special 
secondary-education establishment for children with autism.

To reach the campus from the 607 bus stop at Acton Old Town Hall, 
turn back up the hill, crossing to the left-hands pavement at one of the 
two pedestrian light crossings you meet. If you reach the point where 
Acton Market Place opens out on your right, you have gone too far. 
Take Mill Hill Grove (about 350m from Acton Old Town hall bus stop), 

6.1Woodlands Building, Acton
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following the right-hand pavement. Fork right after 40m onto Mill Hill 
Terrace, and follow this street, which becomes Mill Hill Road. Cross 
Crown Street, and after a block of three brick-faced houses on the right, 
you will reach the entrance to the campus, whose buildings are beyond 
the traffi  c barrier on your right.

From the college entrance on Mill Hill Road, proceed 
away from Acton High Street (i.e., with the college on 
your right) the full length of the road, and turn left at the 

end, down Gunnersbury Lane. When you reach the mini-roundabout, 
bear up and slightly right to Acton Town station (still on Gunnersbury 
Lane), using a pedestrian crossing a few metres down Bollo Lane to the 
left of the roundabout.

Acton Town station is a viable option as a staging-post for the Brunel50 
Path. It is a busy junction station on the Underground, with trains on the 
District and Piccadilly lines serving Uxbridge, Ealing, Heathrow Airport, 
and central London.

From the station, continue along Gunnersbury Lane to the junction 
with the North Circular Road, traversing this busy thoroughfare at the 
pedestrian crossing just to the left of the junction.

At the far side of the crossing, turn left and go downhill for a few metres, 
then turn right to enter the tranquillity of Gunnersbury Park. You will 
soon come to the Small Mansion on your left, with a small car park. 
Beyond is the Large Mansion, now a museum. Pass to the left of the 
Large Mansion, with the Small Mansion on your left. A magnifi cent vista 
opens out in front of you, as the parkland falls away in front of you.

Gunnersbury Park and Mansion have been in local authority hands 
since 1929, but a full millennium’s history is stored here, starting with 
Gunylda, the niece of King Knút (or Canute). This area was called 
Gunylda’s burh (a burh was a stronghold); the name has come down to us 
today as Gunnersbury.

Gunylda’s grim fate was to fi nd 
herself banished out of England 
and into exile under a charge of 
spowsebrech (i.e., spouse-breach, 
or adultery) in 1044. Later, she 
was able to clear herself of the 
charge by means of a ‘champion’, 
whereby a knight chosen by the 
royal defendant (who could not 
be seen to be tried in the same 
manner as a commoner) fought 
a court-appointed knight. In the 
contest, Gunylda’s champion 
slew the court’s knight, so 
Gunylda was acquitt ed. If the 
court’s knight had prevailed, 
Gunylda would have been 
considered guilty, and would 
have been executed without trial.

6.2

The Large Mansion, 
Gunnersbury Park
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Much later on, the Gunnersbury estate was purchased for Princess 
Amelia (1711-1786), daughter of King George II; the Princess held 
a lively political salon at the house, and had the park designed in the 
landscape style as was fashionable at the time. In later years, the well-
known Rothschild banking family held the estate. In the early 1960s, 
the Orangery was allowed to be used by the Brunel Students’ Union at 
Acton for entertainment and other events. Today, Gunnersbury Park 
accommodates one of the campuses of Capel Manor, London’s land-
based further education college.

Walk along the garden frontage of the Large Mansion, and then right 
to approach an Italian café. Bear left before reaching the café (or make 
onwards after visiting it!) to pass the Round Pond on your right (with 
its Temple on the far side). Turn right towards a sports pavilion and car 
park, then bear left to reach some fenced courts. Here, turn right, with 
the courts on your left, to reach the path which runs along the northern 
perimeter of the park. Turn to the left to follow the perimeter path, with 
house-backs on your right. Where the path turns left to descend the 
western perimeter of the park, turn half right to pass a lodge, and go on 
out to the corner of Pope’s Lane and Lionel Road North.

Bear half-left to continue along Pope’s Lane, with a row of shops on 
your left, until you reach the gate of South Ealing Cemetery on your left-
hand side.

If the gate is shut, continue 
along Pope’s Lane, and then 
turn left down South Ealing 

Road to re-join the route at the cemetery’s 
main entrance.

Enter the cemetery, and walk down the 
broad avenue. Your way through the 
cemetery is simple: just follow the signs to 
the chapel, which is at the South Ealing Road 
entrance. Turn right at the end, then left 
just before the end of the next (transverse) 
avenue.

Pass the local war memorial on its litt le 
roundabout with its familiar Cross of 
Sacrifi ce, then turn right at the next litt le 
circle. Cross a narrow public footpath 
which bisects the cemetery and is enclosed 
by fences separating the two parts of the 
cemetery (but proceed with care — local 
cyclists use it frequently for their egotistical 
charade of sprint practice), and continue out 
through the chapel arch to reach the busy 
South Ealing Road.

Running northwards, buses connect with the 
607 at Ealing Broadway. South Ealing station 
(Piccadilly Line) is about 500m away in the 
same direction, off ering trains to Heathrow 

War memorial in
South Ealing cemetery
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Boston Manor House

or, with a change at Acton Town, 
to Uxbridge.

Turn left, and then go 
immediately right into Murray 
Road.

Down South Ealing Road, at the 
next corner, is the Ealing Park 
Tavern, where refreshments may 
be had during opening hours.

At the far end of Murray Road, 
turn right up Windmill Road. 
Cross at the pedestrian crossing, 
and continue on a path which 
leads through to the end of The 
Ride. Pass a school on your left, and go to the far end. where you will 
reach Boston Manor Road. Again, turn right uphill to reach a pedestrian 
crossing: once across, turn left.

Turn right through the gate of Boston Manor House and Park. Turn to 
the left along the frontage of the House, then to the right along the south 
side of the building.

Boston Manor House is a Grade I listed Jacobean manor 
house with links to, among others, the Earls Spencer of 
Althorp and the merchant family of the Clitherows. The 

house and park have been held in public ownership since 1923. Prior 
to the building of the Manor House, the estate (previously seized from 
the Duke of Somerset) was given by Queen Elizabeth I to the Earl of 
Leicester, who started a sort of pass-the-hot-potato sequence until the 
Somerset taint was suffi  ciently distant.

The parkland sweeps down in front of you to the valley of the River 
Brent. Turn left, then right to reach the foot of the expanse of lawn in 
front of the house. Here, turn left until you are underneath the M4, then 
turn left to follow the path which runs underneath the fl yover towards a 
footbridge. Do not go as far as the bridge, but rather take a small path to 
the left, with the water over on your right. Eventually, you will emerge 
onto a meadow which is backed on the left by the towering modern 
headquarters of GlaxoSmithKline.

Cross the meadow on the diagonal to a modern footbridge over the 
Grand Union Canal, backed in your view by a multi-storey car park. 
Cross the canal, and turn left away from the A4 bridge when you reach 
the towpath. A ramp on the left (signposted as a Capital Ring link to 
Brentford station) gives access to the prosaically-named Transport 
Avenue, which you follow left out onto the A4, the Great West Road, 
where you will turn right.

Walk up the road, and cross at the footbridge (if it is still there: there are 
plans to remove it, in which case simply continue until there is a safe 
crossing point). Continue forward to the junction with Syon Lane at 
Gillett e Corner. This is a major crossing as the old road between Southall 
and Brentford crosses the Great West Road, and it is dominated by the 

6.4
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Gillett e building, with its massive 
brick central tower, surmounted 
by its copper cap with a clock.

The stretch of the Great West 
Road (A4) which you have just 
walked was one of the fi nest 
arrays of industrial art deco in 
the 1920s and 1930s, built on the 
very edge of the then metropolis. 
Similar features adorn other 
radial routes out of London: the 
white Hoover building with its 
decorative tilework on the A40 at 
Perivale is another local example.

Some of the architectural glory 
of the inter-war era remains — 
the Gillett e building is probably 
the best-known example, but we 

should also salute the survival of the building (visible on the left as you 
cross the footbridge) which is now occupied in punning fashion by JC 
Decaux, the well-known street-furniture company.

However, the boxy PC World shed and its modern ugly neighbours on 
your right as you climb the hill are built on the ruins of the masterpiece 
Firestone tyre factory, which was subjected to a monumentally crass 
piece of cultural vandalism, destroyed by its new owners (Trafalgar 
House) over the August Bank Holiday in 1980, just hours before its 
historic listing was due to come into eff ect.

On the other side of the canal, towards Kew Bridge station, modern 
high-rise buildings have replaced other inter-war and later glories, 
consigning such icons as the original neon ‘moving’ Lucozade 
advertisement (from 1954: the original is in Gunnersbury Park museum, 
and the 2010 replacement is on a diff erent building on the A4) to the 
history of memory.

Syon Lane station is about 200m from Gillett e Corner, down Syon Lane. 
There are rail links with Waterloo, Clapham Juunction, Hounslow and 
Richmond.

Walk down Syon Lane to your left for a few metres, then traverse it 
at the pedestrian crossing (ignore the subway, which will take you 
across the Great West Road to the Gillett e building), to go forward into 
Northumberland Avenue.

This housing estate is linked to the estate (at Syon Park nearby) of 
the Duke of Northumberland through the use of street-names which 
celebrate a selection of Northumbrian towns and landscapes. The 
estate was built up in the early 1930s, long after Lancaster House was 
built (in 1866-67) to accommodate the London International School, and 
subsequently Borough Road College.

Note the distinctive features of the plasterwork on the walls of many of 
the houses on the estate, something of a trademark of the company who 

Gillett e Corner
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built them. This is an important aspect of the 
aesthetic of the years of London expansion, 
bearing comparison with the litt le details of 
mock-Tudor and the arched vestibules which 
have given rise to the tongue-in-cheek name 
of ‘by-pass vernacular’ for that style, which 
started in London but grew nationally — the 
A45 Coventry southern by-pass (well, it was 
a by-pass in those days!) is an outstanding 
provincial example.

Walk along the complete length of 
Northumberland Avenue, taking the litt le 
zigzag to left and right as Harewood Road 
crosses. At the end, turn right into Wood 
Lane, and, shortly before you reach the A4, 
turn left into Borough Road. The bulky form 
of Lancaster House, the lodestone of the 
former Osterley campus, looms up on the 
right, now converted into fl ats.

Opposite the main entrance to Lancaster House, you will reach the 
War Memorial for Borough Road College on a refuge at the junction of 
College Road with Borough Road.

Remembrance services were held here every year on 11 November while 
Osterley was a Brunel campus.

Osterley station (for Heathrow Airport and, 
by changing at Acton Town, for Uxbridge) is 
1.3km away: make your way out to the Great 
West Road and turn to the left. The station is 
some distance up the road on the right-hand 
(northern) side.

Osterley station is another fi ne example of 1930s 
architecture, this time the design is by Charles 
Holden (1875-1960), who did so much work for 
London Transport (and designed Senate House 
for the University of London).

There is a bus service which runs the length 
of the Great West Road, from Hounslow to 
Hammersmith. This is the H91: it may be 
of some use in connecting onto a 222 bus at 
Hounslow bus station for Uxbridge, but this is a 
rather long-winded option.

The war memorial marks the end of this section 
of the Brunel50 Path.

Typical house on the 
Northumberland estate

Borough Road College
war memorial


