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B50
8

Twickenham campus
to

White Cross Inn, Richmond

Start Twickenham campus, at Railshead Road — TW7  7BP

Finish White Cross Inn, Richmond — TW9  1TH

Distance 1.29km

Duration 16 minutes

Ascent 5.5m

Access Buses at start of section. Buses and Richmond station (District Line, Overground and 
South Western Railway) near end of section.

Facilities All facilities in Richmond near end of section

8.1 Twickenham campus, at Railshead Road 0m

8.2 Riverside path to Ranelagh Drive; cross river by bridge at Richmond Lock. 550m

8.3 Continue upstream with river on R under Twickenham road and rail bridges to 
White Cross Inn.

740m
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This section starts at the end of Railshead Road on the 
riverside path, at the north end of Twickenham campus.

The Twickenham campus was contained within the estate 
of Gordon House, a Grade II listed Georgian mansion owned by, among 
others, the Marquess of Ailsa, the Earl of Kilmorey, and the Duke of 
Richmond and Gordon (whence the current name of the house, which 
was initially called Railshead House). The Duke’s full and formal title is 
the Duke of Richmond, Lennox, Gordon and Aubigny — his is the only 
family line to hold ducal titles in the peerages of England, Scotland, the 
United Kingdom and France. The current seat of the Duke is Goodwood 
House, in West Sussex.

The Duke and the other owners listed above are all commemorated in 
local street-names. The Marquess of Ailsa is also acknowledged in the 
name of a pub on St Margaret’s Road, while the Earl of Kilmorey’s 
Mausoleum in the Egyptian style (which was moved with the Earl as 
he sought new abodes around the country) returned to St Margaret’s 
and rests there today: the legendary tunnel between the house and the 
mausoleum, along which the Earl is said to have practised his fi nal 
journey, laid in a coffi  n (which was set on a wheeled skateboard-like 
conveyance) and wrapped in a shroud, is no longer accessible. Gordon 
House has interiors by Robert Adam (1728-1792), the important Scots 
architect and designer who studied under Piranesi and led the initial 
phases of the Classical Revival.

8.1Gordon House,
Twickenham campus,
seen from across the river
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In 1946, Maria Grey Teacher Training College moved to Gordon House 
from Fitz roy Square (near today’s BT Tower in central London), where it 
had been located since 1885: it was founded in Bishopsgate (not far from 
Liverpool Street station) in 1878. It was part of the 1976 merger with 
Borough Road College and Chiswick Polytechnic which brought into 
being the West London Institute of Higher Education, and became part 
of Brunel University in 1995. Teaching at this site ended in 2003, and 
almost the entire campus estate was given over to housing. The Rambert 
School of Ballet and Contemporary Dance moved off  the site when 
teaching fi nished, severing its relationship with Brunel University. The 
School subsequently returned to Clifton Lodge (which formerly housed 
the Social Work department) in association with the University of Kent.

Continue along the riverside path (here known offi  cially 
and rather grandly as Isleworth Promenade, and part of 
the north bank route of the Thames Path National Trail) 

from the end of Railshead Road, at fi rst with the remains of the old 
brick estate wall separating you from the former campus, until you pass 
through a traffi  c barrier, out onto the public road at Ranelagh Drive, and 
on to Richmond Footbridge.

Ranelagh Drive is subject to tidal fl ooding, as local warning notices 
proclaim. There are tarmac ‘sleeping policemen’ at strategic points on 
the access roads to the riverside, below which it is not safe to park at the 
highest tides.

Richmond Lock and Footbridge is a Grade II* listed structure, and its 
lock is the farthest downstream of all the Thames locks. Originally 
commissioned by the Thames Conservancy before the lower limit of 
its jurisdiction was set some litt le way upstream at Teddington, the 
lock and weir is now run by the Port of London Authority and is its 
only riverine lock. The weir is half-tidal: for four hours at the top of the 
tidal cycle, the sluice gates are able to be raised into the superstructure 
to allow craft to pass unimpeded, thus avoiding the charge which is 
levied (at £5) for the use of the lock at the lower phases of the tide. The 
whole structure was opened in 1894 by the Duke of York (later King 
George V), and serves to regulate the river level between Richmond and 
Teddington, as well as giving 
craft a step up or down as they 
navigate the River Thames.

The Thames Path National Trail 
has been designated and so is 
signposted as two parallel routes 
between the Greenwich Foot 
Tunnel and Teddington Lock, 
one on each bank of the river, 
(downstream and upstream 
of these points, there is only a 
single route). You may follow the 
north bank to Richmond Bridge 
if you would rather avoid the 
footbridge steps; however, you 
will miss the bett er views from 

8.2

Richmond Footbridge,
above the lock and weir
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the riverside and the more direct access to Richmond town centre and 
station aff orded by the main route.

Cross the Thames by the weir’s high-level footbridge, descending to the 
south bank of the river.

Turn right to follow the path on the southern bank of 
the river upstream, as it borders Old Deer Park. You will 
pass beneath two bridges in quick succession: the fi rst 

is Twickenham road bridge, which carries the A316; that is followed in 
short order by Richmond railway bridge, which accommodates the line 
between the stations at St Margaret’s and Richmond.

The fi rst of the two bridges is the road bridge, built in 1933 as part of 
the Chertsey Arterial Road project (itself an element of the overall 
programme to improve routes in and out of London which also gave us 
the current routes of the A4 and A40). It was the fi rst reinforced-concrete 
bridge to be constructed with permanent hinges built into the structure. 
This feature allows for the adjustment of the angle of the arch as it abuts 
the pier, providing structural resilience against the natural expansion 
or contraction of the metal strengtheners caused by any changes in 
temperature.

Once you have passed beneath the road bridge, the railway bridge is 
next. The fi rst railway bridge to cross the river here was built in 1846 
when the tracks were extended from Richmond towards Windsor; 
the current structure was built using the previous bridge’s piers and 
abutments in 1908. The bridge was substantially renovated in 1984.

Beyond the bridges, you will see a sign pointing up Old Palace Lane to 
the White Swan pub and Richmond Green. It also leads to the large car 
park on the A316, but its principal interest to the Brunel50 Path walker 
is that it provides a designated ‘dry route’ for use at the highest tides, 
when the main riverside path is fl ooded. Continue straight along the 
riverside path, here known as Cholmondeley Walk, to the White Cross 
Inn. This is the staging-post for Richmond.

A short walk up Water Lane will bring you to the heart of Richmond’s 
town centre. The town off ers all manner of commercial facilities and is a 

major transport hub.

Richmond station is 800m away: 
at the top of Water Lane, keep the 
1930s building (which formerly 
housed the Dickins and Jones 
department store to your left, 
and walk along George Street, 
bearing left into The Quadrant, 
and crossing to the station at the 
pedestrian crossing provided.

Richmond station has train 
services to Waterloo and to 
Reading, and also to many places 
in south-west London. There are 
London Overground services 

Twickenham Bridge, with 
hinge, and the rail bridge
in the background

8.3
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The River Thames and 
Twickenham bridges

from the White Cross Inn
in early morning stillness

to Acton Central (for the 607 bus to Uxbridge), Willesden Junction and 
points east. The station is also served by District Line trains on the 
Underground: you will need to change at Turnham Green for Acton 
Town; for services to Uxbridge, it is generally bett er to change to the 
Piccadilly Line at Hammersmith or (for a simpler connection) at Barons 
Court.


