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B50
9

White Cross Inn, Richmond
to

Hampton Court Palace

Start White Cross Inn, Richmond —TW9  1TH

Finish Hampton Court Palace (Lion Gate) — KT8  9DD

Distance 8.24km

Duration 1 hour 42 minutes

Ascent 35.1m

Access Buses and Richmond station (District Line, Overground and South Western Railway) 
near start of section. Buses at end of section. Teddington station (South Western 
Railway) en route. Buses to Heathrow from Broad Street, 600m distant from Teddington 
station en route.

Facilities All facilities in Richmond at start of section. Pubs and shops on both sides of the river 
near end of section (see also next section)

9.1 White Cross Inn, Richmond 0m

9.2 Riverside path to Teddington Lock, cross river; Ferry Road to Kingston Road. 4990m

9.3 Ferry Road and High Street; L on Udney Park Road; R on Cromwell Road; L over 
rly; L then R; cross Clarence Road; ahead on Avenue Road; R on Park Road; L into 
Bushy Park; follow R edge of park; continue past turn for Pheasantry to Longford 
River; bear half-L to Lion Gate.

3240m
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This section starts at the White Cross Inn, at the foot of 
Water Lane, in Richmond.

Richmond station has links with Waterloo and destinations in south-
west London. There are London Overground connections with 
Acton Central (for the 607 bus to Uxbridge), Willesden Junction and 
points east. The station is also served by District Line trains on the 
Underground: you will need to change at Turnham Green from or for 
Acton Town; for Uxbridge connections, it is generally bett er to change at 
Hammersmith.

In the sixteenth century, King Henry VII built a palace at Sheen (which 
had been the site of earlier Royal abodes), and called it Richmond, after 
his earldom and his ancestral home of Richmond in North Yorkshire: the 
sett lement around the palace later became known as Richmond, leaving 
Sheen as a more local name. Richmond Park was att ached to the palace 
as a hunting park, and deer still roam in the Park today.

The coming of the railway to Richmond in the 1840s led to a signifi cant 
expansion of the community as a ‘town of London’. The logic of 
its situation within London was confi rmed in 1965 when it was 
incorporated into the local government of Greater London as one of the 
communities within the London Borough of Richmond-upon-Thames.

The meander of the Thames upon which Richmond stands is well 
endowed with fi ne buildings and green space, and the view upstream 
from Richmond Hill, captured most famously by Sir Joshua Reynolds 
and JMW Turner in oils (and by countless others in photographs) is 
protected by an Act of Parliament of 1902, which forbids any unsightly 
development on the slopes and meadows below. It is indeed a delightful 
prospect, though of course it lies off  the Brunel50 Path.

From the White Cross Inn, look back at the riverscape 
with the railway bridge now in front of the road bridge, 
before making your way past Quinlan Terry’s immense 

(1984-87) neo-Georgian Richmond Riverside development. With the 
many restaurants and bars which form part of the development, and 
having a natural amphitheatre made out of its artifi cial terracing, this is 
often a noisy and bustling place, really only tranquil at an early hour. 
You might therefore opt to encounter this length of the River Thames 
at its best by starting out from Richmond before 0900 on a stage of the 
Brunel50 Path.

The Terry development ends at Richmond Bridge, beyond which the 
riverside path becomes just a litt le calmer. There are still restaurants to 
be passed and eager members of the rowing clubs with whom the path 
must be shared, but the path is here set in parkland. Behind and above 
the green space, the backs of the houses on Petersham Road rear up, and 
there are several paths which lead up to the road, and to the southern 
end of Richmond town centre.

The Poppy Factory is located on the far side of Petersham Road, fairly 
close to Bingham’s Hotel. It was set up to provide employment for the 
many disabled ex-service personnel who make the millions of poppies 
worn in the run-up to 11 November each year in remembrance of those 
who fought and died in the Great War (1914-18), and in later confl icts.

9.1

9.2
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As the buildings on the left 
peter out, the tarmac path takes 
a swing left, slightly away from 
the river towards Petersham 
Road (though shortcutt ers have 
worn a path in the grass closer 
to the river). This gives access to 
the road at a small toilet block 
at Buccleuch Gardens, with 
Petersham Meadows ahead 
through a gate.

The meadows are grazed by catt le, principally black-and-white Belted 
Galloways which are often nicknamed ‘panda cows’.

Do not pass through the gate into the Meadows, but make your way to 
the riverside to walk along the path between meadows and water.

Pass the end of River Lane, which comes down from Petersham: you 
will soon come to Hammerton’s Ferry. The route does not cross the 
river here, but if you need to get over to the Twickenham bank within 
the ferry’s operating hours, just open your lungs and shout for the 
ferryman. A litt le farther on, a lane comes down to a riverside car park at 
Ham House.

Ham House is a Jacobean mansion built in 1610 and the home of many 
generations of the Earls of Dysart (the place-name is in Fife, just east of 
Kirkcaldy). It has the oldest orangery in Britain and is in the care of the 
National Trust.

Beyond Ham House, there is a long stretch of riverside path as the 
Thames takes the bend of Ham Lands. It is often enclosed in trees and, if 
you are not distracted by the many runners and cyclists, it may off er you 
a time of green-fl ecked contemplation. In time, you will reach a facility 
for marine education run by Surrey County Council (though let us be 
absolutely certain, this is still nowhere near Surrey, being still within the 
London Borough of Richmond-upon-Thames).

A litt le way beyond Ham House, 
almost hidden by lichen and 
overgrowth, there is a small 
obelisk on the riverbank.

This marks the downstream limit 
of the jurisdiction of the Thames 
Conservancy (now a section of 
the Environment Agency). About 
300m farther on, you will come 
to Teddington Lock and Weir, 
the highest point on the tidal 
Thames (though the eff ects of the 
highest tides, when they combine 
with very high downstream fl ow 
levels in the river, may be noticed 
as far upstream as Molesey 
Lock).

Belted Galloway catt le graze 
Petersham Meadows

Ham House
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The creation of a weir and lock at Teddington spans all of the nineteenth 
century and creeps into the twentieth: the fi rst proposal comes from a 
litt le before 1800, with the fi rst lock completed in 1811, a rebuild was 
completed in 1858, and the set of three locks (for diff erent sizes of craft) 
we see today was fi nished in 1905. The weir makes use of its angle to the 
river to maximise control of the fl ow. In 1940, the Thames fl otilla of Litt le 
Ships assembled at Teddington Lock before going on to play their part in 
the evacuation of Dunkirk.

Please, though, do not att empt to reprise the famed fi sh-slapping dance 
on the lock (where the original Monty Python TV sketch was fi lmed).

Cross the two footbridges to reach, by way of an island, the north bank 
of the river, then continue up the left pavement of Ferry Road, on the 
way passing two pubs.

Cross over the end of Broom Road, and rise to the 
junction with the major road, where you should go 
straight across Kingston Road at the traffi  c lights to reach 

Teddington High Street.

The enormous edifi ce in front of you is the Landmark Arts Centre, 
formerly the Church of St Alban the Martyr. This pile was constructed 
between 1889 and 1896 in the French Gothic style, directly opposite the 
far more modest church of St Mary (which survives). The intention of 
the congregation was to create a church rivalling a certain cathedral on 
an island in the Seine in Paris, but in the end, this extravagant “Notre 
Dame de Teddington” lasted no more than a single lifetime (between 
1896 and 1967), after which the congregation trooped back across 
Teddington High Street to St Mary’s, leaving St Alban’s in peril. The 
Landmark Arts Centre uses the deconsecrated building for a wide 
variety of artistic and cultural events.

Go up High Street: at the top of the rise, after you cross Langham 
Road, you will enter the eastern part of Teddington’s commercial hub, 
with cafés and restaurants among the other shops. Keep going until, 
opposite the King’s Arms, you turn left down Udney Park Road. Take 

Ingram almshouses

9.3

Teddington Lock
from upstream
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The route over the railway 
in Teddington

the right-hand pavement — the left one comes to an end a 
short distance ahead — and continue to the end of the road. 
Turn right into Cromwell Road, and follow it round the bend, 
crossing over the end of Bolton Gardens. Cross the road to the 
left-hand pavement to walk parallel to the railway. A green 
public footpath sign on a lamp-post leads you leftwards to 
cross the railway by means of a footbridge. On the other side, 
footpaths lead off  to the left and to the right.

For transport options in Teddington, you should take the 
path to the right. Teddington station (for trains to Kingston 
and Waterloo) is a litt le over 100m down the path. Turn left 
at the station into Adelaide Road, then right into Park Road, 
left into The Causeway, and left into Broad Street to reach the 
stop for the X26 express bus to Heathrow Central bus station, 
with connections to Uxbridge. The X26 bus stop is 600m from 
the station side of the footbridge. At this point, you are 7.5km 
from Twickenham campus.

Turn, then, to the left, and next to the right, until the tarmac 
path emerges opposite Avenue Road. Note the helpful old 
sign set into the wall directing visitors to Bushy Park: this is 
your route. At the end of Avenue Road, cross Park Road at the 
pedestrian crossing, and then turn right to reach the entrance 
to Bushy Park at a mini-roundabout.

Cross Chestnut Avenue within the park, then pick up a path 
which leads half-left towards some sports facilities. Turn left to 
walk parallel to the fence (and also parallel to the road, which 
is now fi ve lines of trees over to your left).

About 500m ahead, you will see a wooden signpost directing 
visitors to the Pheasantry, off  to your right. This houses the 
Bushy Park visitor centre (which contains a café and toilets). 
The route of the Brunel50 Path does not visit the Pheasantry 
(though there is no reason not to make the short detour), but rather 
continues straight ahead.

Bushy Park became a Royal Park in 1529 when it was confi scated by 
King Henry VIII from Cardinal Wolsey, along with the Cardinal’s 
Hampton Court Palace.

Later monarchs instructed improvements such as the Chestnut Avenue 
and Diana Fountain (both designed by Sir Christopher Wren), and the 
Longford River, a 19km artifi cial watercourse which was dug to divert 
water from the River Colne to feed the fountains at Hampton Court 
Palace. Bushy Park also contains the National Physical Laboratory on its 
northern perimeter.

Over on the east side of the park, there is a pentagonal plinth memorial 
to General Dwight D Eisenhower, who set up his headquarters at Bushy 
Park prior to the D-Day campaign in 1944. The US Eighth Air Force 
(which softened up targets in France during the run-up to D-Day) was 
stationed in the park until January 1944, when they moved their base to 
High Wycombe.
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About 200m beyond the turn for 
the Pheasantry, the path begins 
to drift rightwards: continue on 
the path until you see a low grey 
stone bridge abutment on your 
right, where the Longford River 
(which is usually fairly stagnant) 
runs into a culvert beneath your 
feet. At this point, be sure not 
to follow the main path, but 
bear off  left in the direction of 
the Diana fountain. Do not go 
quite as far as the fountain, but 
cross the road coming from your 
right just before it reaches the 
park roundabout encircling the 

fountain. You may now make your way by small paths to the Hampton 
Court Gate, which you will see ahead and up to your left. This gate is 
directly opposite the Lion Gate of Hampton Court Palace.

From here, a rather slow bus route will take you to Heathrow, whence 
buses to Uxbridge. Alternatively, take a bus to Wood Street in Kingston 
for the express X26 service to the airport.

This is the end of this section.

Longford River, Bushy Park


