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B50
10

Hampton Court Palace
to

Walton Bridge

Start Hampton Court Palace (Lion Gate) — KT8  9DD

Finish Walton Bridge — KT12  1BH

Distance 8.41km

Duration 1 hour 42 minutes

Ascent 21.0m

Access Buses at end of section. Buses at end of section. Walton-on-Thames station (South 
Western Railway) near end of section. Hampton Court station (South Western Railway) 
en route. 

Facilities Pub at start of section. All facilities in Walton-on-Thames near end of section. All 
facilities in East Molesey en route.

10.1 Hampton Court Palace, Lion Gate 0m

10.2 W, then bend L; cross bridge; R on riverbank past Molesey Lock and Sunbury Lock 
to marina; cross marina entrance; pass under Walton Bridge to café.

8410m
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This section of 
the Brunel50 
path begins 

at the entrance to Hampton 
Court Palace by the Lion Gate, 
at the southern end of the main 
carriageway in Bushy Park.

A rather slow bus service on 
the 111 route will take you to 
the Lion Gate from Heathrow 
Airport, with connections from 
Uxbridge. Alternatively, take 
the express X26 service to Wood 
Street in Kingston and change for 
a bus to Hampton Court.

From the Lion Gate, walk with the Palace wall on 
your left to the corner of the road, and turn left to pass 
the west gate. Continue to the river, crossing to the 

upstream (right-hand) pavement before you reach the bridge (but after 
the road junction). Cross the river to the southern bank of the river.

Hampton Court station (with trains to Waterloo) is on your left, and the 
main shopping area of East Molesey is ahead.

East Molesey businesses have long grasped with both eager hands the 
tourist potential of being next to Hampton Court Palace: many shops, 
cafés, and restaurants (emblazoned with local and national brands) 
call for your custom, and at least some of them are above blatant 
exploitation of a captive audience. However, if it is simply a snack and 
a cup of tea (or coffee) which calls you (rather than the rigours of a 
full meal or a shopping expedition), and you do not mind standing or 
sitt ing in a garden while you consume the food and drink which you 
have purchased, you should continue along the river for about 300m to 
Molesey Lock, and to the lock-keeper’s litt le café kiosk.

Turn right at the south end of the bridge, and descend to river level. 
Follow the Thames Path sign off  the road and down to the riverside at 
a hut for hire boats: the path here is called the Barge Walk. Ahead lies 
Molesey Lock.

There is a litt le café kiosk in the lock-keeper’s garden. Arguably just as 
useful to the Brunel50 Path walker is a municipal toilet block, situated 
on the left (obviously, since the river is on the right!) about 100m beyond 
the café.

There now follows a section of the walk which extends, without exits, as 
far as Walton-on-Thames. It is simply put: stride out, keeping the river 
to your right-hand side.

After leaving East Molesey, with its canoe club, the route takes in the 
edge of Hurst Park — fi rst the park, then the post-war housing estate 
of the same name (be sure not to stray into the latt er: keep to the path 
nearest the river). There is a ferry to and from Hampton, but it only runs 
in the summer months and on demand.

10.1

10.2Entrance to the Barge Walk 
downstream from
Moseley Lock
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Gravel pits and waterworks 
past and present lie behind the 
Metropolitan Water Board’s 
wall for almost 2km. At length, 
Sunbury Lock is reached: just 
beyond a bridge access to the 
mid-river island (Sunbury Lock 
Ait), walkers diverge from 
wheeled and hoofed traffi  c to 
take the river edge of a small 
car park. Pass fi rst the Weir pub, 
then by the time you reach the 
Anglers’ Inn, you have arrived 
in the suburban boundaries of 
the ancient town of Walton-on-
Thames.

A bridge leads you over the 
marina entrance: once past the 
marina, Walton Bridge, which 
is surrounded by ultra-modern 
landscaping complementing its 
twenty-fi rst-century span, looms suddenly overhead. Pass under the 
bridge to reach the car park and reception centre beyond the span.

This marks the end of this section.

There is a café at the reception centre.

At Walton-on-Thames, the railway station is some distance away 
from the river, so it is likely that the best option will be the 555 bus to 
Heathrow (Oystercards not valid). Cross the bridge and take the main 
road round to the bus stop unless you need to visit Walton itself. You 
may also catch the 555 bus from one of several stops within the centre of 
the town.

The Angler’s Inn,
Walton-on-Thames

Walton Bridge


