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Walton Bridge
to

Shepperton Ferry North

Start Walton Bridge — KT12  1BH

Finish Shepperton Ferry North — TW17  9LQ

Distance 3.06km

Duration 38 minutes

Ascent 16.1m

Access Walton-upon-Thames station (South Western Railway) near start of section. Shepperton 
station (South Western Railway) north of Russell Road en route.

Facilities All facilities in Walton-on-Thames near start of section. Pub and shop in Shepperton en 
route.

12.1 Walton Bridge, at Reception Centree 0m

12.2 .L to bridge level; cross bridge; ahead on Walton Lane; L on Russell Road; L at rbt 
on Church Road then Chertsey Road to Ferry Lane, where L to ferry slip entrance.

3060m
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This section starts at the south side of Walton Bridge 
on the riverside path, opposite the Reception Centre 
and car park.

Walton-on-Thames is one of the most ancient sett lements in the area, 
and is a likely site for Julius Caesar’s fording of the river. The place-
name indicates that there was in Roman times an existing sett lement 
of pre-Roman inhabitants, coming from the same root as ‘Welsh’. Like 
many communities in this quarter, the railway brought the impetus for 
expansion, and today Walton has many commuters into London. It is 
also a popular location for corporate headquarters.

To reach the north bank of the river at Shepperton, 
climb up to Walton Bridge. Cross the bridge, and go 
left into Walton Lane; follow this round its bends to 

reach a T-junction with a mini-roundabout. Go left here into Russell 
Road. You will be following the Thames Path’s ferry-free alternative 
route: it heads off  left into the Las Palmas estate, to emerge back on the 
road a bit later: carry straight on along Russell Road to a roundabout.

Up High Street to the right lies Shepperton Station.

Go left at the roundabout into Church Road, following the road round 
the bend at Church Square into Chertsey Road, then turn left down 
Ferry Lane, to reach the ferry slip at the Nauticalia shop.

Shepperton is today known for its fi lm studios, and for being the 
suburban home of JG Ballard, the author, until his death in 2009. Its 
historic but still tucked-away location, with a good rail link to central 
London and not too far from Heathrow airport, has made a reasonably 
large number of post-war celebrities (on lists running at least part of the 
way through the alphabet) choose to live here. But the town has a long 
history, as indeed does the ferry, which has plied this stretch of water 
for fi ve centuries. The sett lement is documented at least a hundred years 
before the Norman Conquest, and there are some fi ne Georgian houses a 
litt le bit back from the river.

At the end of the nineteenth century, though, there were reports of 
visitors who came to Shepperton from far, far away. They arrived across 
the meadows from Chertsey: they were the Martian invaders in The War 
of the Worlds, which was writt en by HG Wells (who lived in nearby 
Woking) and published in 1898. One of the invaders, having taken a 
direct hit from an artillery shell, landed, dead, in the water.

The river geography at this point is a jumble of channels, weirs, islands 
and lock: it is the point at which the River Wey enters the Thames. The 
Wey drains much of west Surrey; the northern branch rises at Alton in 
Hampshire, while the southern branch has its source on Gibbet Hill at 
the Devil’s Punch Bowl near Hindhead.
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