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Shepperton Ferry North
to

Chertsey, Abbey Green

Start Shepperton Ferry North —TW17  9LQ

Finish Chertsey, Abbey Green — KT16  8RF

Distance 4.13km

Duration 50 minutes

Ascent 9.1m

Access Shepperton station (South Western Railway) near start of section. Buses near end of 
section.

Facilities Pub near start of section. All facilities in Chertsey near end of section. Pub at Chertsey 
Bridge en route.

13.1 Shepperton Ferry North 0m

13.2 Ascend to road; L then R past Shepperton Lock; follow riverside path/road, leaving 
road where it swings defi nitively R away from river; keep to riverside path to L 
bend in river near road; ahead across meadow ; R up to bridge.

2790m

13.3 Cross bridge; follow Bridge Road to and round L bend; R on Willow Walk; bend R 
then L to Abbey Green.

1340m
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This section begins on the north side of the river at the 
Shepperton Ferry landing. It is the point of conjunction 
of the two routes from Walton Bridge.

Apart from the ferry, there is no adjacent public transport to this point: 
this is just a staging-post on a day’s walk.

From the northern slipway of the Shepperton Ferry, 
go up past the Nauticalia shop (from which the ferry 
service is managed) and turn left along the road to 

pass Shepperton Lock. Leave the town along the road past the Thames 
Lodge pub: after about 1.2km, the path leaves the road to the left, 
keeping close to the river. It threads its way between houseboats and 
their gates into the orchard at Ryepeck Moorings, then comes close to 
Chertsey Road before the vista opens out onto a broad meadow.

As at Petersham downstream, you will probably see a herd of sturdy 
Belted Galloway catt le which are used to graze and manage the 
meadow.

The Thames Path hugs the bank (and of course is an alternative route for 
those att racted to waterside walks), but you should make a bee-line for 
a small car park ahead, then make your way along the right-hand edge 
of the meadow to reach a three-way footpath signpost at the far end. 
Here, turn right and ascend to reach the roadside at the end of Chertsey 
Bridge.

On the far side of the road to the right of the junction, the Kingfi sher pub 
and restaurant provides food and drink during normal hours for such 
establishments. There are garden tables and, inside, areas of diff ering 
levels of formality.

This is a diffi  cult crossing-point on the road: you are aff orded no line 
of sight to traffi  c coming over the bridge. You are therefore advised to 
move down to your right, opposite the pub, before att empting to cross 
the road if you are visiting the pub. If you are travelling directly into 
Chertsey, you should turn left at the white coal tax post on the end of 
the bridge and use the bridge’s downstream (that is, the left-hand) 
pavement; if you have crossed the road to make use of the pub, then use 
the upstream (right-hand) pavement to cross the bridge.

Continue along Bridge Road 
into Chertsey suburbia, crossing 
to the right-hand pavement if 
necessary via the pedestrian 
refuge in the middle of the road 
beside the petrol station.

There has been a bridge here 
since at least 1530, when a 
document refers to the repair 
of the existing bridge, though it 
appears that the earliest bridge 
was built in either the fourteenth 
or fi fteenth century: it was noted 
that the Royal family was ferried 

13.1

13.2

Chertsey Bridge from its 
downstream left-bank side
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across in 1299. The present bridge dates 
from the latt er part of the eighteenth century 
and has Grade II* listed structure status (as 
indeed has the coal tax post).

Walk along Bridge Road, 
past the traffi  c lights at 
the end of Weir Road. 

Eventually, where the road bends to the left, 
you will reach a sign on the right for Abbey 
Chase Residential Home. Do not take the 
turning there, but continue round the bend. 
Just past the bus stop, turn right into Willow 
Walk. Follow this path to its end, where turn 
right, then left into Abbey Green.

Here, you have reached the end of this 
section. It is also the Chertsey point of 
decision for the next stage to take you to the 
Runnymede campus..

There are two options for your route from 
Chertsey to Runnymede: one takes the low 
level route to the north via Penton Park, 
Egham, and the slopes of Cooper’s Hill, 
while the other takes a more westerly route 
via Lyne Lane, St Ann’s Heath and Englefi eld Green.

This latt er route has, it must be said, more of interest than the low-
level route via Penton Park, but there is fully 1km of footpath (between 
St Ann’s Hill Road and Lyne Lane) which is covered thickly in shoulder-
high nett les and brambles. All in all, this St Ann’s Heath option is the 
preferred, if somewhat challenging, route. If you do choose to walk this 
route, it is essential that you wear appropriate clothing: long sleeves 
and long trousers in sturdy materials which will be as thornproof as 
possible. A hat and sunglasses (or even a pair of goggles) will give head 
and eye protection from the brambles. An antiseptic spray would be a 
useful addition to your travel accoutrements: the chances of scratches, or 
of deeper wounds from hidden branches, makes its inclusion worth the 
extra weight.

The route via Penton Park gives fewer challenges (barring a few fl ying 
golf balls at Laleham), but has a longer urban section through Pooley 
Green and Egham. On the positive side, this route also takes in the Air 
Forces’ Memorial on Cooper’s Hill: in order to visit this memorial as 
part of the St Ann’s Heath route, you will need to add a there-and-back 
detour from the end of the route at Runnymede campus.

Chertsey is served by the 442 bus to and from Staines-upon-Thames, 
from which there are links with Heathrow Airport: the most convenient 
stop is the Colonel’s Lane stop on Windsor Street. From the point 
of decision, take a right turn and then a left turn into Colonel’s Lane, 
with the parkland on your right. If you are arriving into Chertsey from 
Staines-upon-Thames, you will need the second stop (where there is 
parkland on your left) after the bus crosses the M3 bridge having left 

Willow Walk, Chertsey

13.3
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Thorpe Park. London-based walkers should note that Oyster cards are 
not valid on this service, nor on the direct routes between the airport 
and Staines-upon-Thames.

There is a railway station in Chertsey (trains link this station with 
Waterloo, Staines-upon-Thames, and Egham), but it is situated at the far 
end of the town centre.

All in all, Chertsey is probably the most remote major urban sett lement 
(practically speaking) from the Uxbridge campus along the length of the 
Brunel50 Path route.

Chertsey is a town of great antiquity. The Abbey was founded in 
the seventh century, and was one of the more important Benedictine 
foundations in England: it was swept away in Henry VIII’s Dissolution 
of the Monasteries. For centuries, the Abbot of Chertsey held the local 
monopoly on milling, and farmers’ footpaths converge on Chertsey from 
all around. The Monks’ Walk, which comes in from Thorpe (alongside 
the present-day raucous theme-park at Thorpe Park) is one such — note 
how the naming convention favours the Church: it was, of course, the 
farmers who walked to the monks with their grain, while the monks 
just sat there, accepting the peasants’ tribute! There are some interesting 
buildings in the town, including the Old Town Hall and St Peter’s 
Church, part of which dates from the twelfth century.

There are shops (including a supermarket) and cafés in the T of streets 
formed by Windsor Street, London Street and Guildford Street.


