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B50
14

Chertsey, Abbey Green
to Runnymede campus

via St Ann’s Heath

Start Chertsey, Abbey Green — KT16  8RF

Finish Runnymede campus — TW20  0JY

Distance 9.84km

Duration 2 hours 10 minutes

Ascent 126.7m

Access Bus near start of section. Bus at end of section. Virginia Water station 1km distant from 
Stroude en route.

Facilities All facilities in Chertsey near start of section. All facilities in Englefi eld Green near end 
of section.

14.1 Abbey Green, Chertsey 0m

14.2 L (SW) down path by church: ahead on Guildford Street; beyond rbt but before 
bridge, R on riverside path to playgd; L across bridge, past toilet block and tennis 
courts, to houses; R at T-junction on Cowley Avenue; cross Chilsey Green Road 
onto Pyrcroft Road ahead (W); ahead at rbt on Ruxbury Road to Golden Grove pub.

1710m

14.3 Beyond pub, bear R on St Ann’s Hill Road; follow road round to L at top; ahead to 
Quercus and downhill; at road bend, ahead on path; cross M25; R with trees on R; 
into woodland; descend then rise to Lyne Lane, where R; cross M3; ahead to Green 
Road; cross, then L and immediately half-R across meadow past playgd to L; ahead 
to car park on L; ahead (W) on lane; L then half-R at Meadow View; follow path to 
The Lane and out onto Stroude Road.

4020m

14.4 R (N) on Stroude Road, then fork L onto Whitehall Farm Lane; ahead throgh 
farmyard then bear L under rly; half-R, then half-L (W) up narrow lane to 
Bakenhall Lane; R, then L on Simons Walk; L at far end on Bakenhall Lane to 
Egham Hill.

2550m

14.5 Cross A30; follow St Jude’s Road through Englefi eld Green to Horse Trough; take 
footpath on R through woodland to Runnymede campus gate.

1560m
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This section begins at Abbey Green, on the east side of 
the centre of Chertsey. It takes the more challenging of 
the two routes to Runnymede campus.

Chertsey is a town of great antiquity. The Abbey was founded in 
the seventh century, and was one of the more important Benedictine 
foundations in England: it was swept away in King Henry VIII’s 
Dissolution of the Monasteries. For centuries, the Abbot of Chertsey 
held the local monopoly on milling, and farmers’ footpaths converge 
on Chertsey from all around. The Monks’ Walk, which comes in from 
Thorpe (alongside the present-day raucous theme-park at Thorpe Park) 
is one such — note how the naming convention favours the Church: it 
was, of course, the farmers who walked to the monks with their grain, 
while the monks just sat there, accepting the peasants’ tribute! There 
are interesting buildings in the town, including the Old Town Hall and 
St Peter’s Church, part of which dates from the twelfth century.

There are shops (including a supermarket) and cafés in the T of streets 
formed by Windsor Street, London Street and Guildford Street.

Chertsey is served by the 442 bus to and from Staines-upon-Thames, 
from which there are links with Heathrow Airport: the most convenient 
stop is the Colonel’s Lane stop on Windsor Street. From the point 
of decision, take a right turn and then a left turn into Colonel’s Lane, 
with the parkland on your right. If you are arriving into Chertsey from 
Staines-upon-Thames, you will need the second stop (where there is 

parkland on your left) after the bus crosses 
the M3 bridge having left Thorpe Park. 
London-based walkers should note that 
Oyster cards are not valid on this service, nor 
on the direct routes between the airport and 
Staines-upon-Thames.

There is a railway station in Chertsey (trains 
to and from Waterloo, Staines-upon-Thames, 
and Egham), but it is situated at the far end 
of the town centre.

All in all, Chertsey is probably the most 
remote major urban sett lement (practically 
speaking) from the Uxbridge campus along 
the length of the Brunel50 Path route.

The preferred route out of 
Chertsey goes through the 
centre of the town. From 

the roadway on Abbey Green at the end of 
Willow Walk, continue straight ahead (do 
not go right towards the turning circle), 
making for a large lamp-post-like pole with 
a bulbous CCTV camera housing where the 
street-lamp would be. This is at the corner 
of Church Walk. Go to the left at the CCTV 
pole: soon, the churchyard is reached on the 
left. Church Walk comes out onto the main 

14.1

14.2

Church Walk, Chertsey
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junction at this end of Chertsey town centre, where London 
Street, Guildford Street and Windsor Street meet.

Cross directly over the junction and walk down Guildford 
Street, moving to the right-hand pavement at a convenient 
location. At the end of the shopping street, just past the 
stern red-brick bulk of the Constitutional Hall on your left, 
the main road sweeps in from the left at a mini-roundabout.

Just beyond the roundabout at a 20mph sign, but before 
the road crosses a bridge, turn down a riverside path along 
the side of the Clinisys offi  ce building. This path takes 
you into Gogmore Farm Park, and soon you will see a 
trellised structure ahead, with a rather overgrown outdoor 
chessboard at the back. Turn left here, and cross the Bourne 
to reach a small pavilion.

There are public toilets in the pavilion, but they are only 
open between mid-May and mid-September.

Pass the pavilion, then some tennis courts, on your left, to 
come out to a road. Go to the left of the boxy brick building 
in front of you, and follow the road out to the junction at 
its far end. Turn right along Cowley Avenue, keeping to the 
right-hand footpath. When you reach the end of Cowley 
Avenue, walk a few metres to your right to cross the busy 
Chilsey Green Road using the pedestrian crossing provided 
for the purpose: do not continue along Chilsey Green Road, 
but walk straight ahead to take Pyrcroft Road. The footpath 
dances from one side of the road to the other, all the way up to Pyrcroft 
Grange School on your right. Cross St Ann’s Road as it comes in from 
your right, and start to climb the hill ahead (Ruxbury Road).

Beyond the Golden Grove on your right, bear right 
onto a smaller road, St Ann’s Hill Road. There is no 
footpath, so hold to the right-hand side of the road. 

Climb until, at the sharp left bend, you will fi nd an entrance road (it 
is labelled the Old Coach Road on some maps) to a car park and the 
recreation area of St Ann’s Hill Park.

Ignore the Old Coach Road, but swing left at the chevrons to climb to 
the top of the hill. Continue down the western slope, passing on your 
right an open part of the park with some children’s play structures 
some way back from the road. Keep going: where there is a house called 
Quercus on the left, you will see a public footpath sign on the right: do 
not take this path, but continue downhill to a bend which is guarded 
by a street-lamp. Just beyond the lamp, alongside 4 Hill Cott ages, a 
footpath sign points your way towards the M25.

The sign is clear, but the footpath is all but invisible. This is the start 
of the challenging nett les and brambles mentioned in the preamble at 
the Chertsey point of decision. If you have followed this option, this is 
your lot. It seems as if nobody has walked this path since the Martians 
left Chertsey in The War of the Worlds (and, come to think of it, these 
Martians could be quite useful now to fl ame-reduce the nett les and 
brambles). With proper clothing, you have nothing to fear: note that 

Turn-off  from
Guildford Street, Chertsey

14.3
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you may use secateurs to remove 
overhanging brambles with the 
full blessing of the law, as long 
as you are merely making the 
footpath passable. Plunge in, 
watch for those brambles, and 
400m later you will emerge at a 
metal kissing gate (itself almost 
engulfed by stinging, scratchy 
greenery). Ahead and to the 
right, a gate gives access to the 
bridge over the M25.

Over to the left as you cross the 
motorway, you will spot the 

sleek cable-stayed Lyne Railway Bridge (1979) over the motorway: this 
is one of only a few such bridges in the world to carry a full-weight 
railway. On the right, following the traffi  c leading away from you, the 
south-to-west slip road of the M25/M3 junction takes its traffi  c headlong 
towards Basingstoke and beyond.

Immediately after crossing the bridge, look out for another kissing gate 
set back on the right, giving access to a fi eld. Go through the gate and, 
keeping to the right-hand edge of the fi eld, climb over a stile. The nett les 
and brambles have returned. The next 800m is a mix of thick and slightly 
thinner concentrations of these weeds, with occasional steps (mostly in 
a poor state of repair): this is the one place on the Brunel50 path where 
ankle-supporting boots off er a clear advantage. Here, the motorway 

slip road is on your right, and Lyne Sewage 
Works is on your left. At the end of the path, 
you climb towards Lyne Lane, turning back 
on yourself to meet the road near the bridge 
over the M3.

Turn right, and follow the road across the 
bridge and onwards for 500m to a T-junction. 
Cross straight over Green Road, and turn 
left along the grass verge. After just a few 
metres, look out for a gap in the hedge which 
leads out onto a green. Make half-left across 
the green, passing a playground on your left.

Go through the obvious gap in the hedge 
ahead (there is a wooden post pointing the 
way), and pick up an equally obvious path 
ahead, just outside the boundary of a cricket 
fi eld which stretches off  to your left. You 
will pass a square of hardstanding which 
once held two tennis courts (the lines are 
still visible, but the surface is unplayable) 
to reach a point where two footpaths cross. 
Your route is (almost) straight ahead, into 
a small lane hidden in the trees: this lane 
improves gradually, bending to the right, 

M25 looking north,
with M3 slip to west

Nett les conquer the path 
which goes between the M25 
and Lyne sewage works
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until it becomes metalled and 
gains the name of Hurst Lane.

About 200m from the entry into 
the lane at the crossing, of the 
paths, look out for a yellow ‘H’ 
hydrant sign at ground level on 
the left, but do not go quite as far 
as the sign. Just before you reach 
the sign, a tarmac lane goes off  to 
the left.

At ground level, you will a 
house-name sign for Meadow View, using plastic screw-on lett ering in 
the font which was made (in)famous on the dilapidated sign for Fawlty 
Towers (apparently, nobody has tried to reshuffl  e the lett ers of Meadow 
View: litt le wonder, since Widow Maeve is probably the best of what 
turns out to be rather thin anagrammatical pickings).

Do not go to Meadow View: just to its right, another lane branches off  
half-right (that is, still to the left of the lane with the hydrant sign) on a 
west-north-westerly bearing: it is signposted as a public bridleway.

This becomes a path which zig-zags through three corners, eventually 
coming out onto a metalled road (The Lane). Turn right onto The Lane, 
and right again onto Stroude Road.

As you walk along the path between Hurst Lane and Stroude Road, you 
will catch glimpses of a square Victorian clocktower off  to your left. This 
was part of the Holloway Sanatorium, built between 1873 and 1885 “for 
the insane of the middle classes”: it was assumed that, unlike the insane 
paupers, patients of this establishment were only temporarily deranged, 
to be tended until they could resume their normal working lives, so it 
was run rather like a country house. It was built to resemble the famed 
Lakenhalle (Cloth Hall) in Ieper (Ypres) in Belgium.

For a time, Bill Bryson (author and former Chancellor of the University 
of Durham) worked at the Sanatorium. It was turned over to the 
National Health Service in 1948, and patients were transferred to 
Ashford Hospital in 1980. After some years of vandalism and 
dereliction, the site was developed as a gated housing community — or 
should that be a “re-gated” housing community?

At this point, Virginia Water station is about 1km off  to the left (turning 
right at the crossroads in the village): train services link the station with 
Waterloo and Staines-upon-Thames.

Go northwards on Stroude Road for a litt le over 200m, 
passing on the left the entrance to Stroude Farm 
(Hollow Lane). Where Stroude Road bends to the right, 

Whitehall Farm Lane branches off  to the left.

This is a tricky place to cross the busy road: take care. Overshoot if 
necessary and walk back to take the lane — to repeat the famous words 
of renowned fellwalker Alfred Wainwright, “A postponement is bett er 
than a postmortem”.

Turn-off  from Hurst Lane
at Meadow View

14.4
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Take Whitehall Farm Lane, passing to the right 
of number 1, and to the left of all the other 
houses. After the last house, the lane becomes 
a track. After another 300m, the track gives out 
onto a broad fi eld: two yellow arrows point 
ahead, one slightly to the left, the other to the 
right. Ahead is the derelict shell of Whitehall 
Farm.

Your direct route is the left-hand of the two 
(aiming for the telegraph pole): at the far end of 
this fi eld, it passes between the old farmhouse 
and the outbuildings. However, in all but the 
very driest weather, this fi eld can be saturated 
with surface water. It is therefore much easier to 
take the clearer right-hand path to the corner of 
the outbuildings, turn left, then turn right at the 
farmhouse. Even in dry weather, this dog-leg 
option will avoid a weed-choked kissing gate 
by the telegraph pole.

Pass the front door of the farmhouse, with its 
royal date-stamp, and into a fi eld by a kissing 
gate. Keep to the right-hand edge of the fi eld (or 
as close as the overgrowth will allow) to reach 
the railway embankment.

Turn right, then left to pass underneath the 
railway. At the far end of the underpass, turn 

right to follow a path which starts parallel to the railway, then bears left, 
swinging decidedly left at an oak tree. It then bears right over a plank 
bridge and into a large fi eld.

Take aim for the tower of Royal Holloway University of London ahead, 
and follow a path through the grass. As you cross the fi eld, change 
your target to a CCTV pole in the tended grounds of Bakeham House 
on Prune Hill. After about 250m walking in the fi eld, you will come 
upon a litt le track. Take this to the right to a gate, then turn left, with the 
security fence on your right, for a few metres. Keep your eyes peeled for 
a wooden gateway over to your right. Go through the gate, and into a 
lane which climbs between security fences on either side.

Approach to Whitehall Farm 
from the south (top);
detail of Whitehall Farm 
gable (above)
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Climb the lane, near the top of which there 
are old railway sleepers laid to keep you 
above the watercourse which runs down 
the hill here. Note that the sleepers are 
slippery, and the handrail on the right is a bit 
slimy: perhaps a time for disposable gloves 
(though, of course, not to be disposed of 
until you reach the waste-bins of Englefi eld 
Green). The lane comes out onto a tarmac 
drive, which brings you out onto a road 
(Bakeham Lane). Cross the road and turn 
right along it, then left into Simons Walk (no 
apostrophe). Follow Simons Walk to its end, 
then turn left (Bakeham Lane again) to reach 
the A30 at the top of Egham Hill.

There are bus stops off  to the right for the 
services which link Heathrow Airport, 
Egham, Englefi eld Green, Windsor and 
Slough: the same routes serve bus stops 
ahead in Englefi eld Green (see below). These 
services do not accept Oystercards.

Cross the A30 at the traffi  c 
lights and carry straight on 
into St Jude’s Road (with its 

apostrophe in the right place).

This swings slightly right at a small 
roundabout at the entrance to the cemetery, and passes the grey stone 
church of St Jude, with its castellated tower. Keep going along the full 
length of St Jude’s Road through the village, ensuring that you have 
fi nally found yourself on the left-hand pavement before you reach the 
Green by crossing, if necessary, at one of the pedestrian crossings.

Englefi eld Green is served by two bus routes which run to Heathrow. 
The 441 bus will take you to Terminal 5 or on to the Central Bus Station, 
while the 71 bus takes a more 
direct route, but serves only 
Terminal 5. There are several bus 
stops along St Jude’s Road, from 
the A30 to the Horse Trough.

At Barley Mow Road, the Green 
(with the village cricket fi eld) 
will be on your left: it will be no 
surprise to know that the Barley 
Mow pub overlooks the green 
here. This was one of the local 
hostelries which was popular 
with Runnymede staff  and 
students, serving good pub food.

Continue along the road at 
the side of the Green to a 

14.5
St Jude’s church,
Englefi eld Green

Horse Trough,
Englefi eld Green
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roundabout, where Middle Hill comes up from the right. Go across 
Bishopsgate Road, which forms the north side of the Green, to “the 
Horse Trough”.

This is one of the many water troughs and public drinking fountains 
provided in London and elsewhere by the splendidly-titled (and 
obviously High Victorian) Metropolitan Drinking Fountain and Catt le 
Trough Association: it is clear that this one was provided to water the 
horses after their hard slog up from the Thames (either from Windsor, 
up Priest Hill, or from Egham, up Middle Hill). Nearby bus stops nearby 
are named Horse Trough.

Cross St Jude’s Road at the trough, into Cooper’s Hill Lane; once across, 
almost immediately bear slightly left into the woods as directed by 
a public footpath sign. The quiet woodland path parallels Cooper’s 
Hill Lane (off  to the right), and emerges from the wood onto the road 
directly opposite the redbrick entrance to the former Runnymede 
Campus of the University.

This marks the end of the section.

This preferred route from Chertsey to Runnymede omits one feature 
which may be found on the alternative route — the Air Forces’ 
Memorial (which is managed by the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission) farther east on Cooper’s Hill.

This memorial is dedicated to over 20000 Air Force personnel of the 
British Empire (including associated civilian air personnel) who, having 

been lost during the Second World War, 
have no known grave. It looks out over the 
Runnymede meadows, with views right 
across London: among the structures visible 
on a clear day, there are the Wembley Arch, 
the London Eye, and Canary Wharf — and, 
of course, centre stage, Heathrow Airport. It 
is 500m to the east, along Cooper’s Hill Lane: 
part of the way along Cooper’s Hill Lane, 
there is a small car park with toilets adjacent.

The memorial stands next to Kingswood 
Hall of Residence of Royal Holloway 
University of London (the hall was formerly 
a convent), named after the same Holloway 
as the sanatorium glimpsed earlier.

It was mentioned that the sanatorium 
att empted to replicate the architecture of 
the Lakenhalle at Ieper: a coincidental link 
is thus provided between this memorial to 
air personnel of one confl ict to the Menin 
Gate, also in Ieper, which is dedicated to 
over 50000 army personnel of the Great War 
(again, of the British Empire) who, similarly, 
have no known grave.

Air Forces’ memorial, 
Cooper’s Hill, looking 
towards Heathrow
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Unless you are particularly pressed for time, the short detour to the 
memorial and back is recommended. If you are pressed for time, resolve 
to come back again another day.


