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B50
15

Chertsey, Abbey Green
to Runnymede campus

via Penton Park

Start Chertsey, Abbey Green — KT16  8RF

Finish Runnymede campus — TW20  0JY

Distance 9.93km

Duration 2 hours 7 minutes

Ascent 85.7m

Access Bus near start of section. Bus at end of section. Egham station (South Western Railway) 
en route.  Buses in Egham en route.

Facilities All facilities in Chertsey near start of section. All facilities in Englefi eld Green near end 
of route. All facilities in Egham en route.

15.1 Abbey Green, Chertsey 0m

15.2 N to and across Colonel’s Lane: ahead on Abbey Lane; cross M3; ahead to river; 
L to old ferry slip; L across golf course; ahead into Penton Park (mobile homes); 
ahead on Albert Avenue; ahead at small rbt to reach Staines Road at major rbt.

2550m

15.3 R (N) on Staines Road (r pvt); cross at refuge then L onto Norlands Lane; beyond 
houses, R on path to Green Lane; cross, and continue on path which curves to R 
then crosses Mead lake Ditch; diag L (N) across fi eld; L on Devil’s Lane to Thorpe 
Lea Road.

3230m

15.4 R (ENE) on Thorpe Lea Road to park on L; diag across park to Pooley Green Road, 
where L; R across rly and immediately L on lineside path; 300m after emerging 
from M25 underbridge, R to reach Curch Road; L, then R on path between shops to 
High Street, where L to Literary Institute.

1880m

15.5 W on High Street to Langham Place (just short of by-pass rbt), where R to A30; 
cross to take lane opposite; stay on lane (uphill when there is a fork) to Kingswood 
Hall, where R past Air Forces’ memorial to Runnymede campus gate.

2270m
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This section begins at Abbey Green, on the east side of 
the centre of Chertsey. For those who would rather not 
tangle with the nett les and brambles between St Ann’s 

Hill and Lyne Lane, this is an alternative route to Runnymede campus 
which takes in Penton Park and Egham.

Chertsey is a town of great antiquity. The Abbey was founded in 
the seventh century, and was one of the more important Benedictine 
foundations in England: it was swept away in King Henry VIII’s 
Dissolution of the Monasteries. For centuries, the Abbot of Chertsey 
held the local monopoly on milling, and farmers’ footpaths converge 
on Chertsey from all around. The Monks’ Walk, which comes in from 
Thorpe (alongside the present-day raucous theme-park at Thorpe Park) 
is one such — note how the naming convention favours the Church: it 
was, of course, the farmers who walked to the monks with their grain, 
while the monks just sat there, accepting the peasants’ tribute! There 
are interesting buildings in the town, including the Old Town Hall and 
St Peter’s Church, part of which dates from the twelfth century.

There are shops (including a supermarket) and cafés in the T of streets 
formed by Windsor Street, London Street and Guildford Street.

Chertsey is served by the 442 bus to and from Staines-upon-Thames, 
from which there are links with Heathrow Airport: the most convenient 
stop is the Colonel’s Lane stop on Windsor Street. From the point 
of decision, take a right turn and then a left turn into Colonel’s Lane, 

with the parkland on your right. If you are 
arriving into Chertsey from Staines-upon-
Thames, you will need the second stop 
(where there is parkland on your left) after 
the bus crosses the M3 bridge having left 
Thorpe Park. London-based walkers should 
note that Oyster cards are not valid on this 
service, nor on the direct routes between the 
airport and Staines-upon-Thames.

There is a railway station in Chertsey (trains 
to and from Waterloo, Staines-upon-Thames, 
and Egham), but it is situated at the far end 
of the town centre.

All in all, Chertsey is probably the most 
remote major urban sett lement (practically 
speaking) from the Uxbridge campus along 
the length of the Brunel50 Path route.

From the Chertsey Point of 
Decision at Abbey Green, 
do not go ahead onto 

Church Walk, but turn right to come out, via 
the turning circle, to Colonel’s Lane, with 
the Abbeyfi elds Recreation Ground ahead 
of you. Take the right half of the turning 
circle. and cross over to take the lane which 
runs down the side of the recreation ground. 

15.1

15.2

Chertsey church
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This is Ferry Lane, which you 
will follow for its entire length to 
the bank of the Thames opposite 
Laleham. Soon, you will pass a 
few buildings as the lane swerves 
left, then right, to cross Abbey 
Bridge over the Abbey River.

The barely visible mounds of 
earth off  to the right are all that 
remains of almost nine centuries 
(666-1537) of monastic life.

The lane now rises to a bridge 
over the M3: there is a public 
footpath on the left side, but it is not worthwhile leaving the road. Cross 
the motorway, and continue on ahead, eventually reaching a gate which 
bristles with security cameras. Squeeze through a gap to the left of the 
gate, and continue along the lane, with security fencing on your right 
(enclosing the Thames Water facility). Soon, you will glimpse a golf 
course through the hedge on the left. Eventually, you will emerge onto 
a metalled road and, after passing some buildings on the left, you will 
reach the bank of the River Thames.

This is the site of the former Laleham Ferry, once held by Chertsey 
Abbey. The ferry operated well into the twentieth century — indeed, 
it carried Bob Hope and Bing Crosby to the golf club during breaks in 
fi lming at Shepperton, though there is no record of a fi lm called The Road 
to Chertsey!

Turn left along the bank, then take the public footpath across the golf 
course. The fi ngerpost points the way, passing just to the left of two 
circular ponds, and making for a gap in the copse beyond. Cross the 
next fairway, and go through another gap in a copse. Follow the path 
across a further fairway into another copse: this comes out onto a 
lane. This leads out onto Albert Avenue in Penton Park, a “park home 
community”.

Walk the full length of arrow-straight Albert Avenue, then go half left at 
a roundabout, taking the exit just to the right of the bus shelter and the 
park offi  ce. Continue down the road (identifi able by its blue “You have 
priority” sign) to the roundabout at the entrance to Thorpe Park. On 
your way out, don’t miss, on your left, the modern sculpture in a tiny 
garden just beyond a small bridge.

Turn right along the right-hand pavement of the busy 
main road, passing the entrance to the sales centre for 
Penton Hook Marina. Just before a road on the left 

(indicated by a brown sign to the historic church in Thorpe), cross the 
road at the refuge. Pass the sign, cross the road (Norlands Lane), and 
turn left along its right-hand pavement. Continue past the houses and, 
just before a bridge, turn right onto a public footpath.

This path soon turns left to cross a bridge, then right. It passes between 
two parts of a landfi ll site: there is only one path, so follow it. It will 

Laleham golf course
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bend to the left, and then to the right, and eventually will come out onto 
a lane by a house called Sestra.

Cross the lane to the path opposite, which begins up a ramped bridge. 
The path wends its way clockwise round an invisible lake (on your 
right): there is really only one point of choice, when a path leads off  to 
the left at a T-junction: do not take it, but continue round to your right. 
The path is quite well endowed with nett les, but not nearly on the scale 
of the main route at Lyne.

At one point, after you have turned south again, there is a left turn, but 
the right-hand bends soon return. Cross a wet area on a plank “long 
bridge”: at a second bridge shortly afterwards, you will come out into 
a large fi eld. Bear left around the edge, cutt ing off  a corner to make for 
a double-pole wooden electricity pylon: from this, keep parallel to the 
power lines to a second such pylon. Here, pass out of the fi eld bearing 
left, and reach an enclosed lane running approximately north-west.

This lane (which is called Devil’s Lane on some maps), originally rose to 
cross a footbridge, but an alternative route (advised by a notice) keeps 
you at the same level to the right of the bridge, which you will soon see 
up to your left. Beyond the bridge, the lane continues, past a footpath on 
the right, to come out onto Oak Avenue. Cross, continue along Devil’s 
Lane, now a rough lane running between house-backs: it eventually 
emerges onto Thorpe Lea Road opposite the Compasses pub.

Turn right, then cross the road at the Robin Hood pub. 
Cross Pond Road, and take a diagonal route across 
the recreation ground, aiming for a red dog-waste bin, 

and turn left onto Pooley Green Road. Continue along the road, crossing 
to the right-hand pavement at a convenient place. You will see Pooley 
Green level crossing ahead.

Take the service road on a bee-line for the 
crossing. Cross the tracks and immediately 
turn left, crossing the road to reach a path 
adjacent to the railway. Follow this until 
you are forced to turn right (at another red 
dog-waste bin): the path leads out to houses. 
Bearing slightly left, pass through the 
housing development until you see the bulk 
of a Waitrose shop ahead. Cross the road at 
the pedestrian crossing to the left, and take 
the lane (with the Travelodge entrance on 
your right) to reach Egham High Street, 
where turn left to reach the Literary Institute.

There are shops and cafés on the 
pedestrianised High Street: if you turn 
right and keep going until the road swings 
in from the right, you will see a bus stop 
ahead: from here, the 71 bus will take you 
to Heathrow Terminal 5; the 441 bus will do 
so too, though by a more roundabout route, 
and will continue to the Central Bus Station 

Egham Literary Institute
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of the airport. To reach Egham 
station and its trains to Waterloo 
via Staines-upon-Thames, do not 
cross the road to Waitrose, but 
carry on along Church Road to 
turn left into Station Road

On sett ing out 
on High Street 
from the front 

of the Literary Institute, continue 
westwards, using the right-hand 
pavement after the road comes 
in from the left. Pass Strode’s 
College; you will eventually see 
a sign for Loch Fyne restaurant: 
just before reaching it, turn right 
down Langham Place.

Take this to its end at the Egham by-pass (A30). Cross the busy road 
with great care, turn right along the roadside, and a few metres ahead, 
turn left into Cooper’s Hill Lane.

Once in Cooper’s Hill Lane, keep straight ahead, ignoring footpaths to 
the meadows to your right. Climb (always taking the higher option at 
any point of divergence) until eventually it takes a decisive left turn. 
Beyond a security-conscious gate on your left, the lane eventually tops 
out at some University residences: these make up Kingswood Hall, part 
of Royal Holloway University of London.

Just beyond the older buildings of the hall (which used to be a convent), 
the road swings to the right (and a footpath goes straight ahead). Take 
the road, and in a short distance you will reach the Air Forces Memorial 
on your right.

The Air Forces’ Memorial is dedicated to over 20000 Air Force personnel 
of the British Empire who, lost during the Second World War, have no 
known grave. It looks out across Runnymede meadows, with panoramic 
views right across London: among the structures visible on a clear day 
are the Wembley Arch, the London Eye, and Canary Wharf — and, of 
course, centre stage, Heathrow Airport. This memorial to air personnel 
of one confl ict may be compared to the Menin Gate in Ieper (Belgium), 
which is dedicated to over 50000 army personnel of the Great War 
(again, of the British Empire) who have no known grave.

From the Air Forces’ Memorial, continue along Cooper’s Hill Lane, 
passing a car park with toilet block adjacent on the left. Keep going 
straight ahead until you see a curved red-brick gateway on your right, 
opposite a footpath which goes into the wood on your left.

This is the entrance to the former Runnymede campus, and marks the 
end of this section of the Brunel50 Path.

Take the footpath opposite: it emerges from the wood near a road 
junction. Turn left, crossing Middle Hill at the roundabout, to reach a 
bus stop, where the 71 bus will take you to Heathrow Terminal 5.

Kingswood Hall
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