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B50
18

Colnbrook
to

Uxbridge campus

Start Ye Olde George Inn, Colnbrook — SL3  0LX

Finish IKB statue, Uxbridge campus — UB8  3PH

Distance 8.66km

Duration 1 hour 47 minutes

Ascent 40.0m

Access Bus at start of section. Buses at end of section.

Facilities Pubs and shops at start of section. All facilities at end of section. Pubs at Thorney Mill 
Road and Iver Lane en route.

18.1 Ye Olde George Inn, Colnbrook 0m

18.2 From junction, take Mill Street (to L of convenience shop) to end; continue ahead 
to A4 (to R of transport café); cross A4 and follow bridleway opposite to sewage 
works access road; cross, and continue (works on L) to M4; R, over motorway then 
descend R back to motorway embankment; L following embankment round to 
underbridge; beneath M25 and out to track; L to end, then R up lane to Thorney 
Mill Road.

3730m

18.3 L on Thorney Mill Road, then R to golf club; continue past houses to greenkeepers’ 
yard, where L and R onto course; follow R edge of course to rly, then through 
tunnel under rly; cross road and follow path to canal; R on towpath; L over canal 
and follow path (London Loop) to Iver Lane.

3570m

18.4 R on Iver Lane; L on Cowley High Street; R on Station Road; L into Isambard 
Complex; R at Concourse Hall; along spinal boulevard, across Cleveland Road to 
IKB statue.

3360m
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This, the fi nal section of the 
Brunel50 Path route, starts 
at Ye Olde George Inn, in 

the middle of Colnbrook.

The start of the section is served by the 
frequent (and Oyster-valid) 81 bus service 
between Slough and Hounslow, via the 
A4 at Heathrow. The easiest link with the 
Uxbridge campus is to use the 81 and the U3, 
changing at the junction of the A4 and Hatch 
Lane (Pinglestone Close stop on Bath Road 
for the 81 bus, and Skyport Drive stop on 
Hatch Lane for the U3 bus).

Colnbrook was an important coaching stop 
on the Bath Road: indeed, it was the junction 
point for coaches to Windsor. This explains 
the coaching inns which are found along the 
High Street, including the Ostrich which, 
at just over 900 years old, is celebrated as 
“England’s third oldest inn”.

The existence (at some point around the 
fourteenth century) of a trapdoor device 
for murdering rich clients by dropping 
them from the best bedroom directly into 
a cauldron of boiling water in the kitchen 
below has led to the suggestion that the 
Ostrich Inn was the spark of inspiration 
which was developed to become the 

gruesome tale of Sweeney Todd, the demon barber of Fleet Street.

From the bus stop just outside Ye Olde George Inn, 
with the pub on your left, go straight ahead. Do 
not trend right with the main road but, once across 

Vicarage Way, go along Mill Street, to the left of the convenience store. 
The village’s (C of E) church of 
St Thomas lies a short distance 
up Vicarage Way. The outfl ow 
from the old mill-race is on your 
right (you will soon pass the mill 
buildings on your right), and 
houses are on your left. At the 
end of the houses, go straight 
ahead, keeping the water close to 
your right. Pass to the right of the 
ghost of a transport café, crossing 
the empty lorry park to reach the 
busy A4.

Cross the road with care; go 
ahead, still with the Colne Brook 
on your right. Follow the obvious 
track ahead for about 1km, to 

18.1

18.2
Colnbrook Mill

St Thomas, Colnbrook
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reach a gate at a road. The road ends some metres to the 
left, and it crosses a bridge to your right. Do not cross the 
bridge, but go straight ahead onto a litt le lane, passing a 
building on your left. At the end of the lane, you will reach 
a T-junction of paths: turn right, with the motorway now 
roaring on your left. Curl up to the left onto the bridge 
across the M4: descend on the other side of the motorway to 
a traffi  c barrier.

Here, turn right into the fi eld. Follow the right side back 
to the motorway embankment, then turn left, still with the 
fi eld on your left. At the end of this fi rst fi eld, do note go 
through the metal gate ahead into the next fi eld, but take a 
path straight ahead to its right. After about 200m, you will 
see the Colne Brook once again on your right.

From this point, follow the path as it trends round to the 
left, with the brook and the motorway slip road on your 
right. Look out for a path on your right, taking you under a 
bridge, still beside the Colne Brook, and up to a track, with 
a small wooden bollard in front of you which bears the 
words Uxbridge and Rickmansworth: this indicates the Colne 
Valley Trail route. Turn left along the track, which soon 
swings right to come out to a lane at a traffi  c barrier. Walk up the lane to 
a larger road, Thorney Mill Road.

There is a pub visible to your right, your only sustenance between 
Colnbrook and (almost) the end of the route.

Off  to the right, at 1.1km distance, are bus stops on the U3 service.

Turn left along Thorney Mill Road, then right up the 
driveway to Thorney Park golf course. Go straight 
ahead beyond the golfers’ car park, passing between 

buildings at Thorney Farm. Just beyond the farm, look out for a Colne 
Valley waymark pointing you to the left (if you cross the Colne Brook by 
a bridge, you have gone too far). 
The brown path keeps you on the 
right-hand edge of the course. 
You will see a small bridge off  to 
the left: pass it, but look out for 
a path leading off  it on the other 
side. Where this path joins the 
path you are on, at a small clump 
of trees, look to your right, where 
two red-painted posts indicate 
the entry to the tunnel under the 
railway.

Go between the posts, and 
through the tunnel, bearing to 
the left of the foot of an electricity 
pylon immediately on the other 
side of the tunnel, reaching 
another litt le road. Cross the 

Colne Valley bollard

Grand Union Canal,
Slough Arm
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road, and plunge into a small path with 
nett les (again, there is nothing to fear, and 
nothing like the nett les at Lyne). Keep the 
Colne Brook close on your right: about 500m 
from the road crossing, you will fi nally cross 
it by a bridge. Follow the other bank up to 
the Slough Arm of the Grand Union Canal.

The canal seems to go off  to infi nity in each 
direction: turn to the right, towards a metal 
footbridge. Before you reach the footbridge, 
you will cross the River Colne fl owing 
underneath the canal.

At your approach to the bridge, you will see 
a pill-box left over from the Second World 
War: some have suggested that it was to 
slow down the progress of the Scharnhorst if 
Slough was att acked from behind!

Almost under the bridge is an obelisk: this is 
another of the Coal Tax posts, of the standard 
canalside design. Climb up to the right of the 
obelisk, then turn left to cross the bridge.

You are now on the London Loop route 
(which we met in Hanwell and Isleworth), 
which you will follow as far as Iver Lane. 
The path winds through the trees until it 
reaches a lane: the roadway disappears into 
the river on your left: it is allegedly a ford.

To the right, the lane leads to a bus stop on 
the 222 route, beside the Paddington Packet Boat pub (currently closed) 
on the main road through Cowley.

Go straight ahead, then bear left (following the London Loop signs) to 
cross the River Colne by a footbridge: do not go to the lakeside path on 
the right. 

This is the area known as Litt le Britain Lakes. It is a haven of peace 
and a magnet for waterfowl. 
The late Steve Pash used to 
conduct lunchtime forays from 
the Uxbridge campus to share 
the wonders of nature on the 
University’s doorstep.

Once you are across the bridge, 
turn right, still following the 
route (and waymarks) of the 
London Loop. Follow the path 
ahead for about 1.3km, ignoring 
two waymarked side paths off  
to the left. You will emerge onto 
Iver Lane.

River Colne from the 
aqueduct on the Slough Arm 
of the Grand Union Canal

Goslings in training on the 
River Colne, Litt le Britain
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Cross to the other side of 
the road and turn right. The 
road leads over the River 

Colne, then over the canal.

Here, the Malt Shovel serves food and drink 
during opening hours: it may be useful if 
you really cannot hold out until you reach 
the campus.

Continue along Iver Lane, over the Frays 
River, until you rise to its end at the traffi  c 
lights on Cowley High Street.

Turn left at the end of Iver Lane, then cross at 
the pedestrian crossing. Turn left, then right 
into Station Road. About 100m down Station 
Road, you return to Brunel territory.

Turn left onto the campus by the pedestrian 
entrance. Keep one block of the Isambard 
fl ats on your left at any time (be sure to keep 
to the left of the launderett e), then bear right 
to a small open area, with the glass-fronted 
Isambard Amenity Building to your right. 

From here, bear left towards Galbraith Hall, 
then turn right onto the campus’s main spinal boulevard. Pass Fleming 
and Mill Halls on your left, and cross Cleveland Road at the pedestrian 
crossing. Pass the postbox on your right at the pond, then continue along 
the boulevard to renew your acquaintance with IKB’s statue.

If you have followed this book from the beginning, you will now have 
completed the circuit of the Brunel50 Path.

Isambard residences
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