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NOW
1

Bülker Leuchtturm
to

Schilksee Olympiazentrum

Start Bülker Leuchtt urm

Finish Schilksee Olympiazentrum

Distance 4.44km

Duration 56 minutes

Access Buses 501/502 at Strande Hafen and Schilksee Olympiazentrum (250m distant from end 
of section); car park near Bülker Leuchtt urm — by taxi from Kiel Hbf, approximately €35.

Facilities Café at Bülker Leuchtt urm, several at Strande, several at Schilksee Olympiazentrum;  
WCs at Strande Hafen and at Schilksee Olympiazentrum ferry pier.

1.1 Bülker Leuchtt urm 0m

1.2 Out to headland behind/R of lighthouse, then follow footpath R along shoreline 
to Strande, moving onto L pavement of Strandstraße at ferry pier access; continue 
ahead to bus terminus at Strande Hafen. 

3150m

1.3 Continue on Strandstraße, past Kieler Yacht-Club; L on Strandpromenade; ahead 
with 1970s buildings (Olympiazentrum) on R. At far end of block, bear R to reach 
foot of Starweg.

1290m

The red and blue stripes running down the pages in these documents 
(and separating the text from captions and users’notes) are the heraldic 
colours of the Land of Schleswig-Holstein, through which the route passes.
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The walk starts out 
from the base of the 
Bülker Leuchtt urm 

(in English, the lighthouse at Bülk), 
which stands at the headland where 
the western shore of the Kieler Förde 
makes its defi nitive meeting with 
the Ostsee.

Of course the Kieler Förde is an arm 
of the sea (Förde is really the same 
word as Firth, and I shall use that 
word in English below), and with 
salt water lapping at the steps of 
the Hauptbahnhof in the centre of 
Kiel, there might be an argument for 
starting the route there.

However, it seems something of a 
snub to the sea to minimise contact, so the lighthouse seems the obvious, 
no-nonsense start-point. At the western end, there is a similar walk along 
the shore to the lighthouse in Büsum, so we end up with matching litt oral 
bookends to the walk: a fl at start to tune up the muscles at the start, and 
an equally fl at wind-down at the end.

The nearest point of public transport to the lighthouse is the 501/502 bus 
terminus at Strande Hafen, and there is really no alternative route to reach 
the lighthouse than the coastal path. It folows that, if you use the bus to 
reach the start, it will mean a walk out of an extra 3km or so in order to 
loop round the headland and walk back by the same route. There are car 
parks on the road out to the lighthouse, so if you have a supporting car 
and driver, you may be dropped at a shorter distance from the lighthouse. 
Note that the weather will decide how close vehicles may approach the 
lighthouse.

If you have no such back-up, then it is worth considering taking a taxi 
from the centre of Kiel. This will cost around €35, but after all is said and 
done, that is less than €1 for each hour’s walking on the route. It will gain 
you over an hour on the bus-and-walk alternative, and you will make a 
clean start.

Set off  from the base 
of the lighthouse to 
the north, and turn 

right along the shore path to reach 
the headland. If you need to exit to 
the east, turn left and walk the short 
distance to the headland before 
turning back to start walking towards 
Kiel.

From this point, the Ostsee — the 
Baltic — may be seen stretching 
out to fi ll the horizon beyond the 
opposing headland on the far side 

1.1

1.2
Ice coats everything in the 
path of the blown sea-water: 
the route near the lighthouse 
in mid-March

Bülker Leuchtt urm
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of the fi rth at Heidkate. This is 
indeed the worthy start-point 
for a coast-to-coast journey, 
whatever the offi  cial marks on 
a map and waymarks on trees 
and lamp-posts might say. It is 
also a gathering-ground for the 
weather: if you are walking the 
route outside the summer season, 
and the wind is from the east, it 
will feel up to ten degrees Celsius 
colder than the mercury suggests.

Just south of the headland, 
there is a small slipway which 
runs into the fi rth just east of 
the lighthouse, and in the right 
weather conditions, a short foray down the slipway will give you a view 
of the headland. Be careful, though, because (as hinted above) winds in 
excess of 100kph are commonplace events hereabouts.

Back on course for Kiel, the path slips into a gap between the shoreline 
and a crash-barrier placed to separate the vehicles from the path (and 
from the fi rth). Just short of 1km from your starting point, the shore path 
veers away from the road, from which it becomes separated by a narrow 
bank of trees. Part-way along this section, you may spot a stubby litt le 
marker on the right of the path, marking the 130km point along the Ostsee 
coast of Germany.

When you next return to the side of the road, it is at another car park, 
and the outskirts of Strande are not far away. When you reach the fi rst 
of the houses, the shoreline path takes a left and right zigzag to border 
the properties on the fi rth side, before returning to the roadside at a WC 
block.

Continue along the shore-side until you reach the point where you must 
turn right to reach Strandstraße. Turn left onto the left-hand pavement, 
past the access to the ferry pier.

In the summertime, ferry services connect Strande with Kiel and several 
other locations along both sides 
of the fi rth. There are cafés, bars 
and shops in this part of Strande, 
and parking for a support vehicle.

Continue along Strandstraße, 
past a second WC block. The bus 
terminus is across the street.

Roughly half of the bus journeys 
on the 501/502 route from the 
centre of Kiel have Strande as 
their terminus and start-point: 
the other half only make it as 
far as the Olympiazentrum at 
Schilksee. This becomes a point 

Strande Hafen

Olympiazentrum
seen across Strande Hafen
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particularly worth considering on a Sunday, when services are less 
frequent.

From the bus terminus, continue westwards along the left-
hand pavement of Strandstraße, past the harbour. Though 
many of the craft are fi rmly leisure-based, there is still a 

signifi cant fl eet of local working boats. The road takes a slight bend to the 
left, and passes the Kieler Yacht-Club.

About 300m after leaving the bus terminus, a path mimics the change 
in alignment of the shore, and bears off  half-left, while Strandstraße 
continues straight ahead. Take this path (Strandpromenade), keeping the 
Yacht-Club Strande on your right. The path soon regains the shoreline, 
and continues in almost a straight line, making for a large 1970s building 
in grey concrete, with stepped storeys facing the sea.

This is the Olympiazentrum, where the sailing events for the 1972 Olympic 
Games were held. The complex is now a mix of residential, commercial 
and watersport-related units.

Pass between the concrete complex and some craft drawn up on the 
hardstanding, walking the full length of the complex.

There are cafés and bars along the length of the complex, and shops 
within advertise their presence at the waterfront. Parking for a support 
vehicle is available behind the northern end of the complex, about 200m 
from the route.

When you reach the end of the building, you will see the ferry pier (with 
summer services only) off  to your left, the entrance guarded by a WC 
block. Continue ahead a few metres, to the point where Starweg goes off  
to the right.

This point marks the end of this section of the Nord-Ostsee-Wanderweg.

Take Starweg for about 250m to its end if you need to catch a bus: the 
terminus for the truncated 501/502 services is here, and the buses to and 
from Strande stop here also.

1.3


