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NOW
4

Holtenau ferry
to

Düsternbrook

Start Holtenau ferry: Wik pier

Finish Düsternbrook, Carl Loewe Weg

Distance 4.20km

Duration 55 minutes

Access Bus 11 and ferry at start of section; bus 41/42 at end of section.

Facilities Shops and café in Wik.

4.1 Holtenau ferry: Wik pier 0m

4.2 S on Schleusenstraße; cross main road (Prinz Heinrich Straße); ahead on Holtenauer 
Straße; L on Mercatorstraße; R on Danckwerthstraße; ahead on path to Homannstraße, 
where L; R on Feldstraße to church.

2530m

4.3 L and R behind church; rise with park on L; L parallel with Schlieff enallee; cross road 
beyond pond on L; path descends to Niemannsweg; ahead on path past pond on R; 
R, then by paths to cross valley containing pond; eventually L down to road; R, then 
L on Carl Loewe Weg to shore.

1670m

The red and blue stripes running down the pages in these documents 
(and separating the text from captions and users’ notes) are the heraldic 
colours of the Land of Schleswig-Holstein, through which the route passes.
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This section of the walk starts out from the pier of the 
Holtenau ferry in Wik, on the southern bank of the 
Nord-Ostsee Kanal.

The canal is 98km long, and was completed in 1895, saving shipping 
about 460km of rough water around Jutland, though there had been a 
water route linking the North Sea and the Baltic since the latt er part of 
the eighteenth century, linking to the Baltic by a canal to the navigable 
River Eider, which almost bisects the peninsula.

Since the old canal was less than 30m wide, and had a depth of only 3m, 
the need for a new canal was pressing. The canal now allows ships up to 
235m long, with a draught of 7m, or up to 160m long with a draught of 
9.5m. It is the busiest sea-access inland waterway in the world.

The 11 bus connects this pier with Kiel: the terminal bus stop is ahead 
on Schleusenstraße (on the right for buses to the city). Ferries run to and 
from Holtenau every fi fteen minutes according to the printed timetable, 
but this may be a fl exible rule in order to accommodate any arriving 
passengers. There is no suitable parking nearby for a support vehicle.

If you are coming off  the ferry, come out onto Uferstraße. 
Cross over to reach Schleusenstraße opposite and, unless 
you are intent on taking the 11 bus to Kiel, follow the 

left-hand pavement of Schleusenstraße to the junction with the major 
through route, Prinz Heinrich 
Straße. Cross at the lights, and 
continue ahead into Holtenauer 
Straße.

This street contains a couple of 
bakeries and other shops, and 
is one of the commercial centres 
of Wik. On the left, just before 
you cross Prinz Heinrich Straße, 
there is a large supermarket.

This area is not a suitable location 
to park a support vehicle.

Follow the left-hand pavement of 
Holtenauer Straße to its junction 

4.1

4.2Solid residential and 
commercial buildings in 
Holtenauer Straße, Wik

The modern road bridge 
between Wik and Holtenau, 
seen from mid-canal on the
Holtenau ferry
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with Mercatorstraße, with the 
large Energy Ministry building 
on the left. Cross Mercatorstraße 
at the lights, then turn left along 
its right-hand pavement. Take 
the next street on the right, 
Danckwerthstraße. The pavement 
passes blocks of fl ats before 
passing into a small grassed area. 
Follow the left-hand side of this 
area to reach Homannstraße.

Turn left onto Homannstraße, 
taking its right-hand pavement. 
At the end of the street, cross 
Feldstraße and turn right, uphill 
on its left-hand pavement.

There are a few parking spaces for a support vehicle on Feldstraße, and 
behind the church ahead there is a small car park for only about twenty 
vehicles, but this area cannot be especially recommended for the purpose. 
In particular, parishioners att ending services at the church will fi ll to 
overfl owing any space for a car in the vicinity.

Pass Hebbelschule on your right, to reach a junction with a 
church ahead. This is the Roman Catholic church of Sankt 
Heinrich.

Turn left into Koesterallee, but immediately turn right to keep the back of 
the church close on your right-hand side. Ignore paths going off  left.

Up to your left is a restaurant called Forstbaumschule.

A building on the site which is now a restaurant was constructed in 1810 
to be a keeper’s house for the forestry college of Kiel, which had been 
established in 1785 under the city’s then Danish rule. In 1833, the forestry 
college administration was relocated to Copenhagen.

Following the Second Schleswig War, which ended with the Treaty of 
Prague in 1866, Kiel became part of Prussia, and in 1874, the Prussian 
state sold the tree nursery to the city of Kiel. By 1898, the nursery had 
become abandoned, and the old forester’s house (which had sprouted a 
refreshment bar) was demolished.

The nursery area became a park, and a new building was erected on 
the site of the forester’s house: in 1904, it became the restaurant which 
survives to this day. A bandstand was built in 1926, and a farmer’s garden 
was established in 1990. The park is one of Kiel’s green jewels, and is the 
largest outdoor seating area in the city.

Keep the park on your left, and ascend (passing a children’s playground 
on your right) until a road crosses ahead: this is Schlieff enallee. Turn 
left just before reaching the road to follow a path just inside the park 
boundary: soon, you will see a pond ahead, down to your left within the 
park. Do not descend towards the pond, but once you have passed it at 
your higher level, look out for a crossing path, and turn right to cross 
Schlieff enallee.

Forstbaumschule park
from Schlieff enallee

4.3
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On the far side of the street, a pathway descends ahead and a litt le to the 
left (that is, to the south-east). Take this pathway down to its junction with 
Niemannsweg. Cross the road, and take a path almost exactly opposite on 
the left to enter the woodland of Düsternbrooker Gehölz.

Bear right at the fi rst fork to keep to higher ground, with a lake to the left 
(Dianenspiegel). Soon, a smaller, round pond (Mondspiegel) will be seen 
down to your right. Do not descend to the pond, but after you have left it 
behind, turn right (southwards) on a clear track to cross the declivity in 
with the pond rests. From here, keep to the main track as best you can, 
trendin towards the south-east, until you come up to a bluff  ahead. Here, 
take a path which descends to keep the bluff  on your right. Eventually, 
this path will give out onto Düsternbrooker Weg. Turn right here, and 
climb past university buildings to reach Carl Loewe Weg.

Turn left, and descend this short street to reach Kiellinie, the main 
shoreline street.

This marks the end of this section of the Nord-Ostsee-Wanderweg.

To your right, there is a bus stop on the 41/42 line which connects with the 
centre of Kiel. There are parking facilities for a support vehicle a litt le to 
the south, by a fi sh restaurant.


