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CARD
E(N)6

Tilbury
to

Mucking

Start Tilbury Town station — RM18  7BJ

Finish Mucking — SS17  0RN

Distance 13.80km

Duration 2 hours 49 minutes

Ascent 39.3m

Access Trains at start of section. Stanford-le-Hope station 2km distant from end of 
section. East Tilbury station 1km distant from closest point en route.

Facilities Shops at start of section. Pub near Coalhouse Fort en route. Shops in Stanford-
le-Hope.

6.1 Tilbury Town station 0m

6.2 Exit station on dock side; cross road; L along R pvt to cruise terminal; L past 
ferry terminal to pub by entrance to Tilbury Fort.

1960m

6.3 Onto sea wall as far as Coalhouse Point, then path from shore to Coalhouse 
Fort.

5320m

6.4 Beyond car park entrance, path on R to sea wall to impasse; L along path 
with chain-link fence on R through two major R bends to E Tilbury turn 
(signpost).

4180m

6.5 Continue NNW and round goose-neck at nature reserve to reach rly; railside 
path; bear R to reach site road; L out to road.

2340m
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This section starts at 
Tilbury Town station, 

on the London-bound side 
(outside at Platform 1).

Tilbury Town station is served 
by trains from Grays, Upminster, 
Barking and Fenchurch Street 
(and from Pitsea and Southend-
on-Sea in the other direction).

Walkers should note that this is a 
long section with no facilities en 
route except for the Worlds End 
pub near the start. Everything 
must be carried in and out. At 
the end of the section, there is a 
further 2km to reach Stanford-le-

Hope, with its shops and trains. Planning is essential.

From the end of the lay-by outside the station building, 
cross the road and turn left. Follow the right-hand 

pavement in a south-easterly direction. After about 800m, the 
pavement leaves the roadside for a short period, then returns to the 
kerbside. At a roundabout, cross the dock entrance and continue 
ahead; soon (at another roundabout, crossing the cruise terminal 
entrance.

Turn left with the road, past the cruise terminal building, and then 
pass the entrance to the Gravesend ferry at a bus lay-by. Beyond the 
lay-by, follow the path up onto the dike.

The ferry between Tilbury and Gravesend 
operates on Mondays to Saturdays (there is 
no service on Sundays or on Bank Holidays), 
roughly on a half-hourly basis, but with gaps, 
presumably to give the crew their breaks. 
Full details of the ferry fares and timetable 
are at

https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/ferry-services/
tilbury-to-gravesend-ferry-service

on the internet. Services are sometimes 
suspended if a large cruise ship docks with 
no room for the ferry’s manœuvrings at some 
or all states of the tide, and at times of fog.

You will notice round waymarks for the 
evolving Thames Estuary Path: this path 
follows the coast all the way to Leigh-on-Sea: 
it will be our companion (and, with the help 
of its signage, our guiding light) for most of 
the journey there.

6.1

6.2
The Worlds End pub,
Tilbury Fort

Tilbury Fort gatehouse
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Details of that route 
may be found at

http://www.
thamesestuarypath.

co.uk/

on the internet.

Follow the dike 
straight ahead. At its 
fi rst corner, where it 
bends to the right, the 
Worlds End pub is 
ahead of you.

If you should need to make us of the pub, take the sloping path 
which drops to the left just before the corner.

Keep to the sea wall to reach a vantage-point which looks 
down upon the gatehouse of Tilbury Fort.

Tilbury Fort was fi rst constructed on the orders of King Henry VIII 
as part of the defence against the French, and was reinforced as part 
of the plan to repel the Spanish Armada in 1588. 

It was at Tilbury Fort that Queen Elizabeth I gave her famous 
speech to her troops on 9 August in that year: this is the speech 
which includes the following well-known words:

I know I have the body of a weak, feeble woman;
but I have the heart and stomach of a king,

and of a king of England too[.]

During the Anglo-Dutch Wars, the fort was extended in 1670 and 
the star-shaped arrangement that we see today was created: the 
main gate was added during these works.

Thye fort was part of London’s defences during the Napoleonic 
Wars, but the advances in military technology meant that it had 
become obsolete in the form it had been by the latt er part of the 
nineteenth century.

It was used as a transit 
point during the 
twentieth century, and 
guns were mounted 
on the curtain wall in 
1903. By the time of 
the Second World War, 
the fort was all but 
obsolete, and the site 
was handed over to 
the Ministry of Works 
in 1950, and thereafter 
came down the line of 

South-east curtain wall, 
Tilbury Fort

6.3

Coalhouse Point
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governmental conservation bodies to English Heritage, the current 
curators.

Details of the fort’s opening times, prices, etc. may be found on the 
internet at

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/tilbury-fort/

The site is certainly worth a visit, but you may prefer to return on 
another occasion to do so, given the likely need to press on.

Keep to the sea wall, snaking round an inlet and passing between 
Tilbury Power Station and the river. Beyond the power station, you 
will need to take particular care, watching out for lorry traffi  c as 
you cross the access to a wharf from a landfi ll site.

When you reach the approach to Coalhouse Point, with its blocky 
watchtower, the path bears slightly inland. This is the time to take 
a fi nal glance back upstream for the last clear view of Gravesend 
and the North Downs behind. Follow the path northwards to reach 
Coalhouse Fort.

Coalhouse Fort dates back to the early fi fteenth century, but was 
reinforced, along with Tilbury, on the orders of King Henry VIII. It 
seems to have played no signifi cant part in Armada preparations, 
but was a batt ery during the Napoleonic Wars, and was brought 
back into use during the 1860s as a defence against the French. As 
at Tilbury, guns were mounted at Coalhouse Fort in 1903; modern 

artillery was placed 
here during the Second 
World War, after which 
it was released from 
military service. The 
area is managed by 
Thurrock Council, and 
the fort is maintained 
by volunteers. It is 
only opened on one 
Sunday per month: 

Gravesend and the Thames 
from Coalhouse Point

Bata building, East Tilbury
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full details may be 
found at https://www.
coalhousefort.co.uk/ 
on the internet.

Pass the 
fort on your 

right and continue 
past the car park on 
your left. Just beyond 
a gate barrier, take 
a path on your right 
(waymarked with the 
Thames Estuary Path logo) which rises to the level of the seaboard 
berm.

At the point where the path leaves the road, if you continue for 
300m along the road, you will reach a pub.

Turn left to pass the end of the moat, then bear right to join the path 
which runs along the sea wall. Round the fi rst bend, you will see a 
signpost for East Tilbury, pointing left: ignore this, even if you are 
planning to break the journey at East Tilbury station, and continue 
ahead.

Soon, you will be able to look over to your left to see the former Bata 
shoe factory. Tomáš Baťa was an entrepreneur from Zlín (at the time 
in the Austro-Hungarian Empire, now in Czechia) who founded the 
Bata shoe company. In 1932, he built a factory and an adjoining 
town (which was infl uenced by the Garden City movement) at East 
Tilbury. Like other company towns (such as Bournville and Port 
Sunlight), all social needs were met through the company. The level 
of production declined in the fi nal quarter of the twentieth century, 
and closed in 2005. The modernist factory building is Grade II listed. 
For a time, Jan Tůša, whose son Sir John Tusa became a leading BBC 
journalist and an arts administrator, was managing director of the 
East Tilbury factory. The playwright Sir Tom Stoppard was born in 
Zlín, where his father was a Bata company doctor.

As you walk along the sea wall, the cranes of London Gateway Port 
become visible. Keep to the wall until, somewhat more than 2.6km 
from leaving Coalhouse Fort, a Thames Estuary Path signpost 
points you down to the left. Do not be tempted to continue along 
the sea wall: the path there comes to a dead end.

On the sea wall, you will also see sloping ramps on the side of 
the concrete wall, with the legend Duck ramp on the vertical face. 
This does what it says on the concrete: it allows ducks and other 
waterfowl to cross the sea wall to reach the mating grounds.

Follow the signage to pick up a narrow path with a chain-link fence 
on your right. There is a lake on your right at fi rst, but it is very hard 
to tell. Continue with the fence on your right through various bends 
until you are heading in a north-westerly direction. About 1.4km 

6.4

The sea wall, with London 
Gateway Port in the distance
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after leaving the sea wall, you will come to a signpost, the fi nger to 
the left pointing to East Tilbury station.

It is about 1km to the station: just follow the clear path, soon with 
housing on your left. When you reach the main road, the station is 
up to the right.

From the signpost, continue ahead (now travelling in a 
north-north-westerly direction). The path swings to the 

right, then round to the left at a nature reserve gate, then bends 
right to pass between two lakes. At the railway, the path turns right 
to run parallel to the tracks. It drifts away from the railway at one 
point, but is soon back alongside. After this second section, the path 
turns right to leave the tracks, and comes to a road with a gateway 
to your left. Go out to meet the public road through (or squeezing 
past) the gateway. You are now at the western edge of the tiny 
village of Mucking.

This is the point of decision. You are about half-way between 
Tilbury and Pitsea, which is about 14km away (the onward journey 
is described in section 7 of this guide). There are two pubs, just 
short of 6km and 7km away respectively: that is all. Stanford-le-
Hope station is 2km from this point.

If you have come from Tilbury, then unless you are a fi t and 
dedicated walker, you should make for Stanford-le-Hope. The 
section ahead is slightly more taxing, both mentally and physically, 
than the section from Tilbury.

Your choice.

If you decide to make for Stanford-le-Hope, you should turn left 
along the road, go across the level crossing, and reach a road 
junction. Do not turn onto the major road, but turn right just before 
the junction to take a refuge path along the left edge of the fi eld. This 
brings you out at the corner of a fence which surrounds a school.

Turn right here, and follow the path with the school playing fi elds 
on your left. Cross the railway by a bridge; on the far side of the 
bridge, turn left then right to come out onto St Margaret’s Avenue. 
Turn left and follow St Margaret’s Avenue, taking its right-hand 
bend, to reach Ryde Drive on your left. Here, take the footpath 
ahead which passes the gable end of 2 Ryde Drive: this will bring 
you out onto Fairview Avenue.

Turn left along Fairview Avenue: where Rectory Road goes off  to the 
right, continue ahead on Chantry Crescent. Follow this street round 
a left and a right bend. Do not go through another bend where 35 
Chantry Crescent is on the left, but continue ahead on a footpath. At 
the end of the footpath, you will reach London Road. Turn left for 
the station. Along London Road to the right, you will fi nd the main 
shopping street of Stanford-le-Hope.

6.5


