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CARD
E(S)1

Trafalgar Square
to

Surrey Quays

Start Nelson’s Column, Trafalgar Square — WC2N  5DU

Finish Surrey Quays station — SE16  2UE

Distance 6.82km

Duration 1 hour 27 minutes

Ascent 56.7m

Access Good public transport access throughout.

Facilities All facilities available throughout this section.

1.1 Nelson’s Column, Trafalgar Square 0m

1.2 Northumberland Ave; Hungerford Bridge; Thames Path to London Bridge 3360m

1.3 Thames Path to Cathay St; R, crossing Jamaica Rd; Southwark Park; lake to 
R; bear L with sports gd to R; R on Lower Rd to stn.

3460m
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The route of the walk 
starts at the foot of 

Nelson’s Column in Trafalgar 
Square, one of the most iconic 
spots in London.

Trafalgar Square was laid out 
from 1830, on land which used 
to be royal mews stabling for 
Whitehall Palace (which is down 
Whitehall on the left). Work began 
on the National Gallery in 1832, 
and Nelson’s Column was erected 
in 1843 (the Landseer lions only 

arrived in 1867). The statue of Charles I to the south of the square 
is the London zero-point for road distance measurement. Rather 
confusingly, the epicentre of road numbering for England and 
Wales is at St Paul’s Cathedral, next to St Martin le Grand, which 
was the headquarters of the General Post Offi  ce. The days of the 
post coaches may have passed, but the atavistic streak maintained 
the GPO at the heart of the road system.

Start off  by walking to the south side of the Square (to 
the east of the column). You will reach the corner of the 

Strand and Northumberland Avenue: cross the road at the traffi  c 
lights to the Grand Building. Turn right after crossing the road and 
walk down the left-hand pavement of Northumberland Avenue to 
the (South) Korean cultural centre.

Another cultural icon (if only vicariously) is on the left — the 
Sherlock Holmes pub. The pub has been around for many years, 
and manages to draw a fair crowd of Baker Street devotees, and was 
(in the author’s experience) the recommendation of choice from the 
police constables on duty at the Palace of Westminster in 1975.

Continue to the foot of Northumberland Avenue to the Embankment. 
Cross the river by the Hungerford Bridge — it is your choice 
whether to take the upstream bridge with views of Parliament and 
the London Eye, or the downstream bridge with views of the City 

and the South Bank and descend 
to the riverside path on the South 
Bank.

Turn downstream, and pass 
across the waterside frontage 
of the Royal Festival Hall and 
the Queen Elizabeth Hall, then 
follow the riverside path beneath 
Waterloo Bridge and past the 
National Theatre. The path 
zigzags round a slight inlet and 
continues downstream.

1.1

1.2

The Shard and its 
foreground acolytes
from the downstream 
Hungerford Bridge

Landseer lion and the aptly 
named Grand Building, on 
the corner of Strand and 
Northumberland Avenue
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The next bridge is Blackfriars — 
in fact, there are two-and-a-half of 
them for you to pass.

The fi rst bridge is the road bridge: 
it was opened in 1869, one hundred 
years after the fi rst bridge on the 
site was opened: the earlier bridge 
had to be demolished for reasons 
of consistent weaknesses. The 
culverted River Fleet fl ows into 
the Thames beneath the bridge on 
the north side.

The next “bridge”, now reduced 
to pillars and abutments, was 
built for the London, Chatham 
and Dover Railway Company to 
carry their line extension over 
the river to the City. It was built 
in 1864, and removed in 1985. 
The southern abutment, which 
bears the insignia of the railway 
company, is a Grade II* listed 
structure.

The third bridge carries the 
modern railway across the 
Thames, and now includes a 
station which spans the river. The 
railway bridge was designed by Henry Marc Brunel, second son of 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel.

Blackfriars station (Thameslink and, in peak hours, Southeastern 
services) has its southern entrance beneath the bridge.

From Blackfriars Bridge, continue along the riverside to the 
Millennium Bridge, with a fi ne view of St Paul’s cathedral beyond 
the far bank. You will then pass Tate Modern (the former Bankside 
power station) and the Globe Theatre, before dipping beneath 
Southwark Bridge. Once under Cannon Street rail bridge, you will 
walk along Clink Street.

Clink Street is on the site of the Clink Prison, which began as the 
prison att ached to the bishopric of Winchester in 1144, and lasted 
until it was destroyed in 1780 during the Gordon riots. The only 
ecclesiastical remnant is the ruin of the bishop’s palace, with a fi ne 
rose window. At the end of the street is a late twentieth-century 
replica of Sir Francis Drake’s ship. The (modern) Golden Hinde has 
emulated its predecessor by undertaking a global circumnavigation.

At the far end of Clink Street, bear right at the Golden Hinde to 
reach the west end of Southwark cathedral.

Blackfriars bridges

Top: heraldry on the former 
rail bridge abutment, with the 

current rail bridge behind

Above: the road bridge and 
the pillars of the former rail 

bridge, seen from beneath
the current rail bridge: 

Unilever House and the City 
of London School form the 

backdrop across the river 
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The celebrated Borough Market is just off  to the right here, and 
there are many other options for refreshment as well.

Turn left to pass to the north of the cathedral, passing a Roman 
soldier as you go. Continue along Montague Close, which passes 
underneath London Bridge.

The southern bridgehead of London Bridge, and the 
building on your left, form part of the City of London. 

The same is true of Blackfriars Bridge’s southern bridgehead: the 
City thus straddles the river at these two points. The only other 
London Borough to have land on both sides of the river is upstream 
at Richmond-upon-Thames.

There has been a river crossing here since Roman times: 
theirs was the fi rst of a succession of timber bridges. In 
1209, a stone bridge was built: it lasted until 1831, when 
it was superseded by another stone bridge. The current 
bridge dates from 1973: the nineteenth-century bridge 
was dismantled in 1968, and was rebuilt in Lake Havasu 
City, Arizona. In fact, only the outer 200mm of the bridge 
was re-used as cladding on a locally-built frame. There is 
apparently no truth in the rather persistent rumour that 
the American purchaser thought that he was in fact buying 
Tower Bridge. London Bridge was the sole fi xed crossing 
downstream from Kingston-upon-Thames until 1729, 
when Putney Bridge was built. The current London Bridge 
was opened in 1973.

After you emerge from beneath the bridge, you will pass 
St Olaf House to merge into the main carriageway of Tooley 
Street, which comes down off  the bridgehead.

Left to right —

Winchester Palace;
Golden Hinde;
Roman Soldier, Southwark 
cathedral (with the Shard)

St Olaf House

1.3
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St Olaf House takes its name from the St Olave 
church which formerly occupied the space. There 
had been a succession of churches here, but the 
fi nal one was declared redundant. The modernist 
Art Deco building was erected between 1928 and 
1932 to house the administration of the adjacent 
Hay’s Wharf: it is now part of London Bridge 
Hospital.

London Bridge station (Southern, Southeastern 
and Thameslink services; also Jubilee and 
Northern Lines) is across the road here: this is the 
most convenient entrance for the Underground 
lines.

Just beyond a pedestrian crossing opposite the 
new entrance to London Bridge station (best for 
National Rail), you will turn left into Hays Galleria 
(the retail spawn of Hay’s Wharf): turn left and 
walk through the galleria to regain the riverside 
and advance to meet HMS Belfast, moored on the 
river bank.

There are several restaurants in and around Hays 
Galleria and in the station concourse on the other 
side of Tooley Street.

The light cruiser HMS Belfast was launched in 1938, and was 
retired from active service with the Royal Navy in 1963. Among the 
theatres of service were the Arctic convoys, D-Day, and the Korean 
War: the Belfast is the last of the largest and most powerful cruisers 
of the Second World War era still in existence. The ship now holds 
a museum, part of the Imperial War Museum.

After leaving HMS Belfast behind, the route 
advances along the riverside to pass City Hall 
and approach Tower Bridge.

Tower Bridge is by far the most recognisable of 
London’s bridges, and it is an icon worldwide 
for the city. It is a mixed bascule and suspension 
bridge, and was completed in 1894. Early 
criticism has been extinguished in favour of 
‘national treasure’ status.

River traffi  c still has priority over road traffi  c, 
and the bridge is opened (with 24 hours’ notice 
required) about 1000 times per year.

Tower Bridge station (Circle and District Lines) 
and Tower Gateway station (Docklands Light 
Railway) are at the north end of the bridge.

Pass beneath the bridge to the downstream 
side.

Hays Galleria

Tower Bridge
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On emerging from beneath 
the bridge, the view ahead is 
of a canyon between old brick 
warehouses, now converted to 
shops, offi  ces and fl ats. This is 
Shad Thames (originally St John 
at Thames). Take the fi rst alleyway 
on your left (Maggie Blake’s 
Cause) to reach the riverside.

Shad Thames has many shops and 
restaurants, and even a brewery.

Glance over to your left at Tower 
Bridge, then turn right and walk 

on downstream: restaurants front the buildings, and there are 
sculptures of chains and anchors on the walkway. After about 230m 
on the riverside walkway, just before a white building (formerly 
the Design Museum, which has now moved to Kensington), an 
alleyway leads off  to the right, away from the river.

This is the point of divergence of an alternative route (see Neckinger 
Diversion below), should the footbridge ahead be closed.

If you can, then, continue along the riverside to St Saviour’s Dock. 
Cross the bridge, and follow the path out onto Mill Street, and turn 
right onto Bermondsey Wall West.

The bridge crosses the outfl ow of the River Neckinger, which is now 
almost entirely subterranean. The river rises behind the Imperial 
War Museum, taking all of 2.5km to reach St Saviour’s Dock. 
The dockhead was frequently the location for hanging pirates: a 
neckinger was an old name for the hangman’s noose, and the river 
gained the name from that.

If the bridge is closed, you will need to cross the River Neckinger 
at Tooley Street. Turn right, away from the riverside, and pass 
between a restaurant and the former Design Museum. Continue 
ahead into Maguire Street, with the Wheat Wharf building on your 
right. Beyond Wheat Wharf, the red-brick building on your right 
is a sewage pumping station. At the end of Maguire Street, turn 
left into Gainsford Street, and then right into Shad Thames. Follow 
the street all the way out to Tooley Street, where turn left. Cross 
the River Neckinger and pass a small supermarket. Take the fi rst 
left: Mill Street. Pass Lloyds Wharf on your left, and continue all 
the way down the street to its end at Reed’s Wharf. Here, the road 
turns right to become Bermondsey Wall West: this concludes the 
Neckinger diversion.

Advance along Bermondsey Wall West as far as East Lane, where 
a Thames Path sign will guide you to turn right. At the end of East 
Lane, turn left onto Chambers Street. Pass the Tideway Project 
works, then turn left into Loftie Street, and right into Bermondsey 
Wall East.

Butler’s Wharf,
Shad Thames
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The Tideway Project is a new 
super-sewer for London: the 
Victorian system (part of which 
is the pumping station passed in 
Maguire Street) is simply unable 
to cope with a city which has 
expanded vastly since Joseph 
Bazalgett e’s day.

Follow Bermondsey Wall East 
(still with the Thames Path), 
taking advantage of the riverside 
walkway where it is available. 
Pass the end of West Lane 
(which is to the east of East Lane, 
naturally!), with the Angel Wharf 
building on your right. The next 
piece of riverside walkway, just 
before the Angel pub, and across from a grassy area with historic 
building ruins) has three bronze statues — a man, a woman and a 
child. Cathay Street goes off  to the right here.

The adults are Alfred and Ada Salter, staunch Liberals who spent 
their time campaigning for bett er living conditions for the poor, 
particularly here in Bermondsey. The ruins are of a fortifi ed and 
moated manor house of King Edward III. On Cathay Street, there is 
a very good example of London County Council housing.

Turn right onto Cathay Street, and follow it to its end. Cross busy 
Jamaica Road to enter Southwark Park opposite. In the park, trend 
slightly left to follow a path to a bandstand. Pass the bandstand, and 
take the path opposite, which goes off  in a vaguely south-easterly 
direction. A path joins from the left, then there is a fork: take the left 
fork to continue to the south-east, with a metal railing on your left. 
Join a park road, and keep to the left-hand pavement. At Southwark 

Alfred and Ada Salter

King Edward III’s moated 
manor house,  Bermondsey
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Park Café, do not continue out to 
the adjacent street, but cross the 
road at the barrier.

Take the path ahead, with a lawn 
and some fl ats on your left, and 
a play area on your right. At the 
Gallery, bear left (eastwards) to 
follow the path out to the park 
gate on Lower Road. Turn right, 
and follow the road to the junction 
with the traffi  c lights. Cross the 

junction to Surrey Quays station.

Surrey Quays has Overground services northwards towards 
Highbury and Islington, with connections to the Jubilee Line at 
Canada Water, and to the District Line and the Hammersmith 
and City Line at Whitechapel. Southbound from Surrey Quays, 
Overground trains serve New Cross, Crystal Palace, West Croydon, 
and Clapham Junction.

Surrey Quays station


