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CARD
E(S)6

Puddledock
to

Sutton at Hone

6.1 Puddledock, Ship Inn 0m

6.2 NE from Puddledock Lane; path enters wood and continues to Rowhill Rd; 
follow Rowhill Rd until it turns L, where ahead on path to Wilmington.

1930m

6.3 R on Barn End lane, then half-L to Capel Pl turning circle; L on path, then R 
to Shirehall Rd; half-R across fi eld to meet and follow track descending SSE; 
L then R to keep hedge on R to foot of fi eld; L along hedge to gate and out 
onto Clement St; L to M25 bridge.

2140m

6.4 Ahead on road; R on Church Rd; bend L and pass church to school, where 
bend L to main road; R to library at Tallents Close.

1250m

Start Puddledock, Ship Inn — DA2  7QF

Finish Sutt on at Hone, library — DA4  9HW

Distance 5.31km

Duration 1 hour 9 minutes

Ascent 42.5m

Access Bus at end of section. Farningham Road station (Southeastern) 1.3km distant 
from end of section

Facilities Shop at end of section.



6 – 2 Cardinal route – E(S) © 2019-22 IG Liddell

The route of this section of the walk 
starts on Puddledock Lane next to the 

Ship Inn.

Puddledock is no more than a cluster of houses 
between Joydens Wood and Hextable with a 
surviving pub att ached.

Set off  to the north-east from 
Puddledock Lane on a path which 

runs to the left of the Ship Inn. The path soon 
slips to the right to follow the same direction, 
but keeping within woodland. After some time, 
you will reach an outcrop of monstrous houses 
on the left, and the path becomes an access 
track for these residential behemoths. The track 
then joins Rowhill Road as it descends to the 
east (that is, from behind your right shoulder).

Where Rowhill Road turns sharp left (to go 
northbound), continue ahead on a path, initially 
between hedges, but which soon opens out 
into a fi eld. Follow the path eastwards across 
the fi eld, all the way to its far end. Work your 
way through the left-hand corner to come out 

onto Barn End Lane, in the south-western corner of the village of 
Wilmington, next to a matching pair of bus stops.

The bus stop on your left has services to Bluewater via Dartford, 
while the stop opposite serves Orpington via Swanley.

Cross the road, and turn right to reach the end of Capel 
Place. Turn left, but then immediately turn half-right 

to follow the street towards a turning circle. 
Immediately after passing 41 Capel Place, turn 
left to take a footpath along the house-backs. 
At the end of this path, turn right on a crossing 
path which leads you to Shirehall Road, this 
time with house-backs on your right.

Turn left onto Shirehall Road and, after 60m of 
tramping the tarmac, turn half-right to follow a 
footpath diagonally across the fi eld.

Here, the farmer’s re-instatement of footpaths 
across sown fi elds is exemplary.

Follow the footpath almost straight (but with 
a litt le bend to the left, until you reach a path 
running to the south-south-east. Follow this 
path downhill, almost as far as some hedges. 
Take a crossing path to your left, then turn right 
to descend a path on the right-hand side of a 
fi eld.

6.1

6.2

6.3Footpath through crops at 
Shirehall Farm

Poppies spring up beside
the path to Wilmington
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At the foot of the fi eld, turn left alongside a 
hedge: this will lead you to a gate on the right, 
which leads onto a road (Clement Street).

Go through, and turn left along the road: this 
leads you onto a bridge over the M25.

Continue along Clement Street from 
the M25 bridge until you reach the 

fi rst road junction, where Church Road goes off  
to the right.

Here, there is (theoretically, at least) a footpath 
which crosses a fi eld diagonally to reach 
Church Road closer to the church. However, 
the evidence on the ground is consistent with 
wilful deterrence against using the footpath: 
the access has not been maintained, and bags 
of rubbish have been strewn on the path and 
in the roadside ditch. There is no visible path 
across the unkempt fi eld, and there is similar 
evidence consistent with deterrence at the far 
end.

The practicable route, therefore, is to take 
Church Road for its full length. You will bend 
left and continue to the end of the unkempt 
fi eld, then descend past the church to reach the 
school at the foot of the hill. Here, the road takes a turn to the left, 
and exits onto the main road running through Sutt on at Hone — it 
is called Main Road.

Sutt on at Hone church was in existence in 1077, and was rebuilt 
twice. Today, the parish is combined with Hawley to the north.

Turn right onto Main Road and, after 60m, you will come to the 
library on the corner of Tallents Close: this marks the end of this 
section.

Just ahead on the main road, there is a convenience store on the left. 
The pub marked on some maps is no longer, having been converted 
into a residential property.

Farningham Road station (Southeastern services) is 1.3km from this 
point, all the way down Main Road, across the railway, and then to 
the right.

There are buses which link Sutt on at Hone with Dartford.

Sutt on at Hone church

6.4


