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CARD
E(S)8

Southfl eet
to

Gravesend

8.1 Southfl eet, Ship Inn 0m

8.2 E on Warren Rd for 230m; L on path following valley to railway, where R to 
road; L, cross rly, cross rbt on W side, cross A2; cross to R pvt via crossings; 
ahead to rbt; cross  and continue on Springhead Rd. 

2260m

8.3 R on Waterdales; L on Vale Rd; R on Thames Way (L pvt); under Dover Rd; 
cross rbt on W side; under London Rd (NB: temporary diversion in place to 
West St via London Rd and Thames Way); R on Crete Hall Rd; L on path to 
R side of warehouse; R on riverside; L to pass Imperial Bitumen on L; keep 
to riverside (with in-and-out diversion); R to rbt; L on West St to Church St.

3980m

8.4 R on Church St; through gate into churchyard; R then L past church entrance 
to Pocahontas statue; L, then R on Princes St; cross New Rd onto Stone St; 
continue over rly and R to stn.

610m

Start Southfl eet, Ship Inn — DA13  9NS

Finish Gravesend station — DA11  0HP

Distance 6.85km

Duration 1 hour 30 minutes

Ascent 78.0m

Access Occasional bus at start of section. Train at end of section. Bus at end of section

Facilities Pub at start of section. All facilities at end of section.

Connecting routes 
at end of walk:

Saxon Shore Way: Gravesend Pier to Rye
Wealdway: Gravesend Pier to Eastbourne
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The route of this section of the walk 
starts at the Ship Inn in Southfl eet.

The Ship is open all day, serving breakfasts 
in the morning and a wide range of food 
during normal licensing hours.

There is a bus stop nearby, but the service is 
very sporadic. If you have to start here, you 
will probably need a taxi from Gravesend.

Walk eastwards from the inn along 
Warren Road (with the inn on your 

right). At the foot of the hill, take a footpath 
on the left which skirts some trees, keeping 
to the valley fl oor. Keep along the fl oor until 
you reach the railway, then ascend to rail 
level: a fruit farm is on the right. At the end, 
pass out of the fi eld onto New Barn Road.

Turn left and cross the railway on the left-
hand pavement. Next, cross a roundabout 
using the left-hand side (i.e., clockwise). 

Cross the A2 by the left-hand pavement of the bridge, then use the 
two light-controlled pedestrian crossings to reach the right-hand 
pavement, and advance to another roundabout at Pepper Hill. This 
time, walk a litt le way to the right to cross at the crossing, then 
turn left to return to the roundabout, exiting on the right-hand 
pavement of Springhead Road. Walk down Springhead Road as far 
as Waterdales, and turn right.

There is a disused railway line just beyond Waterdales, but there is 
no access (though it would be a very useful facility). There is also 
a path parallel to the cutt ing on the far side, but it is blocked soon 
after leaving Springhead Road. So Waterdales it is.

Walk along the full length of Waterdales to the bott om of 
the hill.

There is a convenience store about half-way down Waterdales: if 
you are aware of that possibility, you will have been able to avoid 
the trek of a lengthy detour across the supermarket car park at the 
Pepper Hill roundabout.

Turn left onto Vale Road, and advance to the junction with Thames 
Way. Cross Vale Road then cross 
Thames Way with lights; turn 
right past the bus stop (with a link 
to Gravesend if you really need it 
so close to the end of the route) 
to follow the left-hand pavement 
of Thames Way. Pass beneath 
the railway, then go through the 
tunnel beneath Dover Road to 

8.1

8.2

8.3

The former railway cutt ing 
does not off er a route to 
Rosherville

Tilbury from Rosherville
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reach yet another roundabout. Cross this on 
its left (clockwise) side, and continue ahead to 
pass through another tunnel, this time beneath 
London Road.

Note: while residential building works are 
being carried out in Rosherville, take the path 
on the right immediately beyond the London 
Road tunnel, follow London Road eastwards 
beyond Pier Road, then descend to pass through 
the retail park and rejoin the main route at West 
Street.

Pass a huge depot on your left, then turn right 
(in front of another vast shed) onto Crete Hall 
Road. At the end of this shed, turn left on a 
footpath which leads to the riverside walkway. 
Turn right to follow the river downstream.

Across the river and to the right, you will see 
Tilbury, with its seaport, London’s cruise 
terminal (what a prett y Welcome to London!), 
and its brown-brick river ferry terminal.

Keep to the riverside walkway, rising to meet 
Crete Hall Road joining from the right. Continue 
along the shoreline, past a sad-looking Art Deco building which has 
defi nitely seen bett er days.

Behind the buildings on the right is the site of Rosherville Gardens, 
which was laid out in a former chalk pit: the Gardens are referenced 
by Henry James, PG Wodehouse, and other authors. The gardens 
were laid out with Greek statues, terraces, an archery lawn and a 
bear pit. There was a theatre and a baronial hall. The gardens even 
enticed Charles Blondin (the trapeze artist) and John Philip Sousa 
(the American March King) to perform. The gardens’ opening and 
closing matched exactly the start and end of Queen Victoria’s reign.

As the shore road bends to the right, take a left turn to keep closer to 
the river, with the green-and-white cylinders of Imperial Bitumen 
on your left. The road leads behind a retail park before a path leads 
to the left, back onto the shoreline. Turn right to enjoy another short 
communion with the Thames. There is a curious litt le zigzag which 
takes you away from the river, then turns left for a few paces, and 
returns to the riverside: soon after, you will leave the river by a path 
which leads out to a roundabout.

The temporary alternative route which avoids the blocked paths at 
Rosherville joins the main route here.

Turn left along West Street as far as Church Street.

The Gravesend ferry terminal (for services across the river to 
Tilbury) is ahead and to the left.

Art Deco dilapidation, 
Rosherville.
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The ferry between West Tilbury and 
Gravesend is fi rst mentioned in 1571, 
though other ferries in the area pre-dated 
this one. The service we see today was 
essentially sett led when the London, Tilbury 
and Southend Railway Company began 
operating the ferries from their Tilbury Pier 
station. The ferry now operates every 30 
minutes with joint sponsorship of Thurrock 
Council and Kent County Council.

Gravesend’s etymology has nothing to do 
with death and bodies: it is related to the 
residence of a Grave (as in the German Graf): 
a count. It is an ancient town, mentioned in 
the Domesday Book, but there is evidence of 
much earlier, in fact pre-Roman, sett lement. 
It holds a strategic place on the Thames, 
and there have been fortifi cations down the 
ages, in particular, a fort ordered by King 
Henry VIII.

Turn right to go up Church Street. 
Enter the church gate and go to 

the right, then to the left past the church 
entrance. Ahead, you will see the statue of 
Rebecca Rolfe, bett er known as Princess 
Pocahontas.

Pocahontas was the daughter of a native 
American chief, Powhatan, in Virginia. In 
the line of contact with the British colonists, 
she met and married John Rolfe, taking the 
name Rebecca. They had been in London, 
and were sett ing out to return to Virginia in 
1617 with their young son, when Rebecca 
fell ill. She was taken ashore at Gravesend, 
where she died shortly afterwards. She is 
buried under the chancel in the church. In 
1957, the statue (a copy of one erected in 
Jamestown, Virginia in 1922) was donated to 
Gravesend by an American to mark the 350th 
anniversary of the death of Pocahontas. In 
fact, 1957 was the 340th anniversary of her 
death.

Turn left at the statue and make your way 
out of the churchyard at the gate in its north-
western corner, and turn right into Princes 
Street. Cross New Road and continue to 
Statue of Pocahontas in 
Gravesend churchyard

8.4
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ascend Stone Street. Cross the railway, and turn right to reach 
Gravesend station, the end of the route.

Gravesend station has Southeastern services to London, including 
high-speed services to St Pancras in under half an hour.

The Saxon Shore Way begins in Gravesend, following the Kent 
coastline as it was a thousand years ago.

The Wealdway starts in Gravesend and goes south to reach 
Eastbourne.

The Darent Valley Path is crossed by the route at Sutt on at Hone.

Each of these paths has a subsite of a Kent County Council website 
(https://explorekent.org/activities/) — search for “walking” then 
“long walks” for these and other Kent paths.


