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CARD
N3

Manor House
to

Charter Green

3.1 Manor House stn (bus) at Finsbury Park entrance. 0m

3.2 Into park; L on perimeter road; R on smaller path; through formal garden; R of 
playground; L of café; over perimeter road; cross rly footbridge; R onto Parkland 
Walk; continue to end and exit L onto Holmesdale Rd; R, then R on Archway Rd to 
Highgate stn.

3650m

3.3 WNW on Archway Rd; cross Muswell Hill Rd, and R on its L pvt; L into Highgate 
Wood; at open area on L, due N to café; past café, NNE to fi ve-path jn, where L 
(NW); out between houses to Lanchester Rd; R, then cross at rbt into Fordington 
Rd; ahead (not R) on path from corner into park; cross park top emerge onto High 
Rd; cross at lights to East Finchley stn.

2260m

3.4 Through stn concourse; R on path; L, then L onto Edmunds Walk; L (Deansway); 
R (Vivian Way) to A1; cross, and take Norrice Lea ahead (R pvt); after number 16, 
R; R, then L past tennis cts; L then R past playgd; R and L to Kingsley Way; cross 
bridge; L to Northway; L and R to follow brook on L to A1; L past bus stop onto 
Addison Way (R pvt); pass end of Erskine Hill on L, then R on path between houses; 
keep brook on R; then ahead over footbridge to reach Finchley Rd at Charter Green.

3260m

Start Manor House station (Piccadilly Line) — N4  1BZ

Finish Finchley Road at Charter Green — N6  5UA

Distance 9.17km

Duration 2 hours 2 minute

Ascent 110.4m

Access 
Manor House station at start of section. Buses at end of section. Highgate and 
East Finchley stations (Northern Line, High Barnet branch) en route. Buses at 
Highgate and East Finchley en route.

Facilities Shops, toilets and café at start of section. Shops and cafés at Highgate and East 
Finchley en route.
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This section begins at Manor 
House station (Piccadilly 

Line), beside the main entrance to 
Finsbury Park.

The park opened in 1869, one of the fi rst 
of London’s great municipal parks: it 
was almost called Albert Park, after the 
late Prince Consort, but the local name 
stuck. Even before the creation of the 
park, the area (then known as Hornsey 

Wood) was a favourite retreat from London’s smoke and grime, and 
a tea-room was established at what is now the highest point in the 
park, in the middle of the eighteenth century. The park now contains 
the usual mix of neat lawns, children’s play areas, wilder land, and 
sports facilities, including London’s prime public facilities for the 
transatlantic sports of softball, baseball and American football.

Enter Finsbury Park through its big gates. You may reach 
the café from inside the gate on the right. Step forward 

to cross the park’s peripheral road, and then take the smaller path 
half-left. This path bears left to run parallel to the peripheral road 
for a few paces before swinging fi rst to the right, then left.

At this point, the route is joined by section 12 of the Capital 
Ring, running anti-clockwise. The route follows the Capital Ring 
throughout this section, with the exception of a short stretch in 
Highgate: this deviation from the Capital Ring gives the walker 
more opportunity for refreshment in Highgate and at the café in 
Highgate Wood.

Pass some fl ower beds (this is known as the Mackenzie Garden, 
after one of the senior planners of the park, Alexander Mackenzie) 
to reach some children’s play-pools: skirt to the left of these to 
continue westwards (another café is up to your right). Cross the 
peripheral road at the zebra crossing, and make straight for the 
footbridge ahead: this crosses the East Coast Main Line railway. 
Once across the bridge, take the path on the right, with the wedge-
shaped lineside building on your right.

This cinder path is actually the trackbed of an old 
railway. This branch line left the main line at Finsbury 
Park, and ran to a station right next to Alexandra Palace 
(not the current Alexandra Palace station to the east of 
the Palace).

Alexandra Palace (it was renamed from The Palace of 
the People in honour of Princess Alexandra of Denmark, 
who had married Prince Edward in 1863), was the 
North London counterpart to the Crystal Palace south 
of the river, re-using building stock from the Exhibition 
of 1862 which was held in South Kensington.

3.1

3.2

Mackenzie Gardens,
Finsbury Park

On the chord of the
Parkland Walk trackbed
near Finsbury Park
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Alexandra Palace has 
served many purposes 
over the years, including 
a stint as an internment 
camp during the Great 
War and it was chosen to 
be the location of the fi rst 
regular high-defi nition 

television broadcasts in 1936. In 1989, the Sinclair C5 vehicle was 
launched at the Palace. Many diff erent types of entertainment have 
taken place both in the Palace and in its surrounding park.

During the 1930s, London Transport evolved a plan to link Moorgate 
with Bushey Heath: this route was intended to pass through existing 
stations at Finsbury Park, Highgate, Mill Hill East and Edgware, 
as a part of the Northern Line complex. The Second World War 
intervened before the plan could be realised, and the tide went out 
for this Northern Heights route. The original railway route between 
Finsbury Park and Alexandra Palace survives as the Parkland Walk 
(with a slight discontinuity at Highgate).

The Walk is used on fi ne weekends by walkers, runners and whole 
families. During late summer, there are many opportunities for 
excursions to pick blackberries from the lineside bushes: these are 
eagerly taken up by foragers, either solo or in small teams organised 
for the task with military precision. It is also much used by walker, 
runners and cyclists: many of the ‘runners’ ascend at speeds barely 
greater than walking pace.

Follow the trackbed uphill (you will fi nd progress easier than did 
the heavy but vastly under-powered steam locomotives), passing 
over and under bridges, and between the platforms of a ghost 
station, until at last you curl left to reach the exit onto Holmesdale 
Road. Turn right, and follow the right-hand pavement up the rather 
steeper hill to the busy Archway Road.

Here, there are all sorts of shops and refreshment opportunities for 
the weary, hungry and/or thirsty walker.

Turn right up Archway Road, and cross Shepherds Hill at the traffi  c 
lights. Highgate station (Northern Line, High Barnet branch) lies at 
the foot of the slip road.

Parkland Walk trackbed

Left: near Crouch Hill

Right: Stanhope Road slip
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Continue up Archway 
Road to the next set of 

traffi  c lights: use these to cross 
Muswell Hill Road, then turn right to 
follow its left-hand pavement. Pass a 
bus stop and a wooden park bench, 
then turn left to enter Highgate 
Wood by its Gypsy Gate.

Highgate Wood is managed by the 
Corporation of the City of London to 
provide recreation for Londoners.

Walk ahead (do not take the path 
branching to the right which 
parallels Muswell Hill Road). Cross 
over another path (which leads out 
on the left to Archway Road), and 
trend gradually to the right.

An open sports fi eld is ahead: do 
not go onto the open land, but turn 
right to follow a path just inside 
the woodland, turning left at the 
far end of the open area to reach an 
information hut and then arrive at 
the park café.

The park café is a most welcome 
sight: in the springtime, the wisteria adds a further layer of rurality. 
As you approach the café building, you will notice the entrance to 
the ladies’ toilet: the gentlemen’s equivalent is located on the far 

side of the café.

Take the path which leads away from the back of 
the café, and continues in a generally north-north-
easterly direction, crossing over path junctions until 
you reach a major junction by a drinking fountain, 
where a broad arrow-straight path crosses, set on a 
north-west/south-east axis.

The drinking fountain (alas, no longer in working 
order) is a red granite obelisk with a plaque which 
states modestly that it was a gift from a few friends 
of the woodland.

Choose the north-west option, off  half-left, which 
leads you over a bridge at (no surprises here) Bridge 
Gate.

The bridge spans the trackbed of the former line from 
Finsbury Park to Alexandra Palace, much of which 
is now the Parkland Walk. Just before you reach the 
bridge, you will see a footpath going off  to the right: 

Highgate Woods:
 from top — woods, café, 
and drinking fountain

3.3
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this path links with the detached 
northern end of the Parkland Walk, 
from Cranley Gardens to the Palace.

Across the bridge, the path leads 
down between houses, bending 
left to reach Lanchester Road. Turn 
right here, and advance to the 
litt le roundabout. Take the second 
exit (running clockwise) from the 
roundabout, and bend left into 
Fordington Road, crossing to its 
right-hand pavement at a suitable 
place.

Walk to the point where Fordington 
Road bends sharply to the left. Here, 
between numbers 45 and 47, two 
paths branch off  to the right. The 
fi rst (and broader) one is Indigo 
Walk, but it is the second, smaller 
path which you need to take. This 
path turns left immediately to pass 
down the side of number 45, and out 
onto Cherry Tree Wood Recreation 
Ground.

There are toilets down to the left 
as you enter the recreation ground, 
though these have been found to be 
closed on some occasions.

Follow the path along the right-hand edge of the recreation ground 
to emerge onto High Road on the north side of the railway bridge. 
Turn to your right, then use the light-controlled pedestrian crossing 
to reach the entrance to East Finchley station (Northern Line).

East Finchley station was completely rebuilt in the 1930s with 
the expectation of incorporating the Northern Heights line (from 
Finsbury Park to Edgware) alongside the existing tracks. The 
Northern Heights project was never completed, but the new station 
was. It is a masterpiece of Art Deco modernism, and was designed 
by Charles Holden (1875-1960) in the long list of his commissions 
from London Underground. Most of his buildings may be seen in 
the 1930s extensions of the Piccadilly Line and the Northern Line.

Holden was born in Bolton, and his early work portfolios had 
commissions from William Hesketh Lever (later ennobled as Lord 
Leverhulme) for his company village of Port Sunlight on the Wirral. 
He has important works in Bristol, but his best-known work is in 
London. Apart from the stations, 55 Broadway was designed by 
Holden as a headquarters block (built on top of St James’s Park 
station) for London Transport, and Senate House (sometimes 

Top: Fordington Road

Above: Cherry Tree Wood  
recreation ground
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known as the London Lubyanka) for the 
federal headquarters and library of the 
University of London in Bloomsbury. Much 
of Holden’s Tube architecture is derived 
from the movement known as de Stijl which 
characterises much of the architecture of the 
early twentieth century in the Netherlands.

The statue of the kneeling archer on the 
exterior is by Eric Aumonier (1899-1974). 
Aumonier was born in Northwood of a 
family of Huguenot immigrants who fl ed 
the reversal of the Edict of Nantes, which 

had tolerated Protestants in France.

The easiest route is by the passageway under the platforms 
within the station building: turn right at the far end to 

pick up a path. An alternative route (signed as the Capital Ring) 
passes under the railway bridge, past the Old White Lion Inn. The 
path starts immediately beyond the inn on the right, and zigzags 
back to the west entrance to the station. From here, the path carries 
on ahead.

The path is known as The Causeway: at its north-western end, it 
becomes a street of the same name. Only 70m beyond the station’s 
west entrance, though, turn left: this will bring you out at a bend 
in Edmunds Walk. Bear left along this street, and turn left at the 
end, into Deansway. Take the fi rst street on the right, Vivian Way. 
This street bends gently right then left to emerge onto the A1 near a 
light-controlled pedestrian crossing.

This area is Hampstead Garden Suburb, which was laid out (by a 
special Act of Parliament in 1906) to a low-density plan: it was based 
on the Garden City ideas of Ebenezer Howard and his followers, but 
unlike, say, Welwyn Garden City, there was no intention that the 
community could be self-suffi  cient: hence it was called a “garden 
suburb”. Architectural standards were high (Edwin Lutyens was 
involved) and the force of the planners and enthusiasts kept up 

Hampstead Garden Suburb

Lytt elton playing fi elds

3.4
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the appearances. For some, though, 
there were stylistic slippages when 
the suburb expanded to fi ll the gap 
between Falloden Way and the 
Northern Line: certainly, some of the 
properties display an over-egging of 
the “ye olde” pastiche, with fake-
Georgian fi re insurance plates and 
artfully distressed window frames 
to give the impression of several 
centuries’ subsidence: this part has 
been renamed Hampstead Disney Suburb by some.

Cross the busy A1 — here, the main link to and from the southern 
end of the M1 — and proceed along Norrice Lea almost opposite, 
crossing to its right-hand pavement. Pass a large synagogue on your 
right, and then pace out past the houses up to number 16. After 
this house, turn right along a path which leads into the Lytt elton 
playing fi elds.

The path turns to the right, then to the left, to pass some tennis 
courts on its right. It then turns left at the nursery school building, 
then turns to the right to pass a children’s playground on your right. 
Of course, if there are no sporting activities and the grass is kind 
under foot, you may set out westwards to pick up the path near the 
playground. The path then bends to the right, then to the left with a 
school on the left, to emerge onto Kingsley Way.

Turn right here, and cross the Mutt on Brook. Pick up the path (you 
are still following the Capital Ring) on the left to fi nd the brook now 
on your left. Cross Northway, then aim half-left to return to the side 
of the brook. Continue between the brook and the house-backs to 
come out onto the A1, Falloden Way.

Turn left to follow the left-hand pavement of the busy road. Pass 
a bus stop to reach an isthmus of pavement between the A1 (on 
your right) and Addison Way (on your left): there is no vehicular 
access between the roads here. Keep to this pavement, and at the 
vehicle access point ahead, continue onto the right-hand pavement 
of Addison Way.

Go past a traffi  c squeeze, then pass the end of Erskine Hill over 
to your left. A few paces ahead, take a path on the right, between 
hedges. This path leads back towards the A1, but bends left to run 
between the house-backs and the brook.

As well as following the Capital Ring, you are now also on the 
Dollis Valley Greenwalk, which you will follow all the way to 
Barnet playing fi elds.

Follow the path, keeping the brook on your right, past an exit path 
on your left which runs out to Addison Way. You will cross the 
brook by a footbridge to come out onto Finchley Road at the Charter 
Green junction (formerly known as Henly’s Corner).

Along the Mutt on Brook
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If you turn left here, and pass the petrol station, you will fi nd a bus 
stop for services to Golders Green and central London. Outbound 
buses to Finchley run from the bus stop on the other side of the 
road, much closer to you.


