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CARD
N4

Charter Green
to

Barnet Hill

4.1 Finchley Road at Charter Green 0m

4.2 W on path S of A1; under N Circular Rd then R to keep Dollis Brook on L for 2km; 
L across brook; R onto Dollis Road; R pvt under bridge to bend in road.

3210m

4.3 L onto Greenwalk; follow close to brook, crossing as required; at Southover (street), 
R, then R on Tillingham Way to bend.

2300m

4.4 L on Greenwalk by brook; R on Tott eridge Lane to top of green, 40m short of stn. 2570m

4.5 N on Greenwalk with brook on L to Western Way; R (but not succeeding L) to R of 
rec gd past school on R; diag ahead across fi eld to pass to R of new building; at top, 
R and L to Barnet Hill; R to pedestrian crossing.

2280m

Start Finchley Road at Charter Green — N6  5UA

Finish Barnet Hill — EN5  2BB

Distance 9.37km

Duration 2 hours 1 minute

Ascent 88.2m

Access 
Buses at start of section. High Barnet station (Northern Line) at end of section. 
Northern Line stations at Woodside Park and at Tott eridge and Whetstone nearby 
en route.

Facilities Shops at start of section. Shops and cafés near end of section.
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This section begins on 
the south side of the 

Charter Green junction of the A1, 
formerly known as Henly’s Corner, 
on Finchley Road. Here, the A1 is 
coincident with the A406, the North 
Circular Road.

The northbound bus stop close 
to the start on Finchley Road has 
services from central London, and 
from stations at Finchley Road 
(Metropolitan and Jubilee Lines) 
and Golders Green (Northern Line, 

Edgware Branch). The southbound stop is served by buses from 
Finchley Central station (Northern Line, High Barnet branch).

Set off  westwards from the traffi  c lights at the junction, 
keeping the roar of the A1 on your right. The path drops 

to brook level, making its way downstream.

At this point, you are walking on the routes of two waymarked 
paths. The major path is the Capital Ring, which encircles London 
roughly at the radius of the North and South Circular Roads (though 
not always quite as closely as at this point).

The Capital Ring guide-book and website describe the route in a 
clockwise direction: here, you are travelling anti-clockwise. You 
are also going against the grain of the Dollis Valley Greenwalk, 
which is described in a downstream direction (for the obvious 
convenience) from Moat Mount via Barnet to this point, and 
onwards to Hampstead Heath. For these reasons, you are more 

likely to see earnest way-walkers coming towards 
you than sharing your westbound steps.

Follow the path alongside Mutt on Brook: up to your 
right, the garish advertising hoardings nail the point 
of divergence of the A1 and the North Circular Road. 
The path continues into a tunnel beneath the North 
Circular Road, and soon after, you will reach another 
divergence.

Here, the Capital Ring goes off  to the left, downstream 
on the joined-up Dollis Brook and Mutt on Brook, 
from here to the Thames called the River Brent. The 
Dollis Valley Greenwalk heads upstream with the 
Dollis Brook.

Turn right to follow the Dollis Valley Greenwalk — in 
fact, you will follow it all the way to Barnet playing 
fi elds, not far from the end of this section.

Head north with the water on your left (as it will be 
for fully 2km).  Soon, you will have house-backs on 

4.1

4.2

Mutt on Brook
and footpath beneath
North Circular Road

At the foot of Mutt on Brook, 
the right-angled turn on the 
Dollis Valley Greenwalk
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your right, and then the path passes 
beneath the A1, which is carried by 
a 1930s bridge. After a bend to the 
left, the path takes a subway under 
Hendon Lane.

Walkers with claustrophobia may 
follow the roadway up to the bridge, 
turning left to cross the brook, the 
road, and back across the brook to 
regain the Greenwalk.

There are bus stops up Hendon Lane 
to the right: these link north-east to 
Finchley Central station and south-
west to Brent Cross.

Beyond Hendon Lane, the path enters 
Windsor Open Space, keeping close to 
the brook.  There is some open space 
off  to the right, but the brookside has trees, and after some time, the 
trees encroach on both sides of the path.

Ignore one footbridge on your left which carries a transverse path: 
this will be about 1.5km from the confl uence of Dollis Brook and 
Mutt on Brook. Carry on until you are carried off  to the left across 
the brook, and out to Dollis Road.

For Mill Hill East station, turn left, continuing on Bitt acy Hill to 
pass beneath the tracks and reach the station.

To continue, keep on the 
right-hand side of the road: 
for much of the way to the 
viaduct, there is no pavement 
on the left as the road 
goes round a blind corner. 
Suddenly, the Dollis Brook 
Viaduct is set before you in 
all its brick-built splendour.

Dollis Valley Greenwalk 
beneath the A1 bridge

Left: Dollis Valley 
Greenwalk in Windsor Open 

Space

Below: Dollis Brook Viaduct
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The viaduct was built between 1855 
and 1861 to carry the Edgware, 
Highgate and London railway: it 
has thirteen arches and carries the 
line 18m above ground level (the 
highest bridge on the Underground). 
However, with the extension of the 
Northern Line, it became a minor 
branch, with the stub of the Northern 
Line between Finchley Central and 
Mill Hill East the only passenger 

service to survive the Second World War. Freight services lasted 
until 1964, when the line west of Mill Hill East was abandoned — 
the trackbed is now buried under roads and housing (including the 
M1) for some of its way.

Pass beneath the viaduct, still on the right-hand 
pavement, and advance to the bend in the road. 
Here, take good care when crossing the road, 
going far enough round the bend that you may 
gain the best vantage-point for traffi  c in each 
direction.

Once across the road, follow the 
Dollis Valley Greenwalk away from 

the road, and back to the brook. Cross the 
brook by a bridge (the fi rst of many: you will be 
playing hopscotch with the brook all the way to 
Tott eridge Lane).

The path wends its way upstream, mainly in 
woodland. Houses abutt ing on the left arrive 
just before the route crosses Fursby Avenue. 
There are sports and play facilities on your left 
in Riverside Park beyond Fursby Avenue, up to 
Argyle Road.

There are shops and eating establishments 
up to the left here, and the 221 bus service, 
connecting Edgware with Turnpike Lane (via 
Mill Hill Broadway, Mill Hill East, North 
Finchley, New Southgate and Bounds Green) 

plies Argyle Road.

Beyond Argyle Road, the path runs 
between house-backs (on the left) 
and the brook to reach Southover 
(it’s a street-name). Here, turn right 
and follow the right-hand pavement 
for about 250m to Tillingham Way, 
where turn right. Cross the twin 
crescents of Twineham Green to a 
bend in the road.

Above: Riverside Park

Below: Dollis Brook south of 
Whetstone Stray

Bott om: Whetstone Stray

4.3
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Continue on Tillingham Way to 
its end, and then execute a right-
and-left to reach Woodside Park 
station (Northern Line, High Barnet 

branch).

Follow the Dollis Valley 
Greenwalk to the left, now with the 
brook on your right. Cross a bridge 
before coming up to Laurel Way, 
where cross the bridge and continue 
with the brook on your right. Soon, cross the brook again and 
continue onto an area known as Whetstone Stray.

In Yorkshire, a stray is an area of open grassland: the term has 
extended in a few cases to other parts of the country (for instance, 
the Brookstray in the west of Coventry), and Whetstone Stray does 
not deviate from the defi nition.

The path runs out onto Tott eridge Lane: rise to the road at a row of 
shops, and turn right to reach the top of the grassy area on the left.

Tott eridge and Whetstone station is ahead (with its massively 
understated entrance): there are bus services to and from Edgware, 
High Barnet, Arnos Grove, and Brent Cross.

From Tott eridge Lane, turn to the north (that is, to the 
left if you are continuing your walk, or to the right if you 

are arriving from Tott eridge and Whetstone station) to follow the 
Dollis Valley Greenwalk across Brook Farm Open Space. There are 
two parallel paths: the higher (and rougher) one is supposed to be 
for pedestrians, while the cyclists are encouraged to take the low 
road.

Keep to the upper path for about 1.5km until, with the houses of 
Western Way ahead and on your right, there is an opportunity to 
merge left onto the other path. Pass the end of the street on your 
right, and go through a gap in a steel fence.

Here, the Dollis Valley Greenwalk turns left to continue upstream 
to Moat Mount.

Carry on ahead, with houses and the early twentieth-century 
Grasvenor Avenue Infant School 
on your right, behind the hedge. 
At a crossing of paths, a right turn 
will take you out onto Grasvenor 
Avenue, where you may turn left 
(with the London Loop) along 
Grasvenor Avenue, continuing 
ahead onto Fairfi eld Way to Barnet 
Hill at a London Loop signboard. 
However, if there is no construction 
work aff ecting the route, you may 

4.4

4.5

Dollis Valley Greenwalk 
north of Tott eridge Lane

Grasvenor Avenue
School from

Dollis Valley Greenwalk 
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cross the long fi eld diagonally ahead, making for a new building 
(white on its upper fl oors). Continue ahead up a lane with the new 
building on your left and a St John Ambulance vehicle yard on your 
right. At the top, turn right, then left into Fairfi eld Way just before 
it reaches Barnet Hill.

To reach High Barnet station, turn left, and follow the pedestrian 
signage to cross Barnet Hill and gain Station Approach.

Cross Fairfi eld Way to reach the light-controlled pedestrian crossing.


