
© 2019-22 IG Liddell Cardinal route – N 6 – 1

CARD
N6

South Mimms
to

Hatfi eld

6.1 White Hart Inn, South Mimms 0m

6.2 Cross road; L, then R on Blackhorse Lane; pass pub and rise through 
woodland to junction; R and through gateposts to rise through woodland; 
continue ahead to North Mymms.

3730m

6.3 Cross road at war meml; L then R on footpath through woodland and across 
a fi eld to A1(M); cross by bridge; L along edge of ploughed land then R to 
Dellsome Lane; R when prominent path goes off  L; R to next path on L; take 
this to path jct at distribution centre; L past school; footway above road level 
to cross South Way by bridge.

2910m

6.4 At ground level, ahead (N) on Travellers’ Way; cross at refuge beyond 
Southdown Rd; R on St Audrey’s Way; L along L edge of fi eld; L into Oxleys; 
Cross Deerswood Ave; diag L across green to bungalows; ahead to L edge of 
wood; path through Howe Dell to regain rly; ahead across house frontages; 
L, then R to French Horn Lane; cross, then take underpasses beneath rly 
and A1000; keep church on L; L onto Broadway; Park St to L of Eight Bells; 
L immediately beyond Horse and Groom; R in car park then L on Arm and 
Sword Lane; cross Great North Rd to bus and rail stns.

3110m

Start South Mimms — EN6  3PJ

Finish Hatfi eld station — AL9  5AB

Distance 9.75km

Duration 2 hours 9 minutes

Ascent 108.6m

Access Occasional buses at start of section. Trains and buses at end of section.

Facilities Pub at start of section. All facilities at end of section.

Connecting routes 
near end of walk

Alban Way, westwards from 500m north of Hatfi eld station.
Hertfordshire Way, eastwards and westwards at South Mimms.
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This section begins in the 
centre of South Mimms, 

in front of the White Hart Inn on 
St Albans Road.

There are some buses from Pott ers 
Bar to South Mimms: most serve the 
stop beyond the roundabout to the 
east of the start of the section.

Set off  by crossing over 
St Albans Road, using the 

pedestrian crossing, and turning 
left to advance to Blackhorse Lane, 
where turn right.

Blackhorse Lane makes its way 
downhill to the northern end of the 

village where stands the Black Horse Inn.

On the way down the hill, notice on the left one building which is 
more imposing than the others, with two pillars on the corner. This 
is named the Old Police Station. A look at the 1868 map of the area 
(thanks for the information from https://maps.nls.uk/) indicates the 
house as Police Station (Horse Patrol). The equine connection was 
only lost to the map in the 1930s.

Past the Black Horse Inn, the lane becomes a single-track road, and 
leads uphill to a sharp left turn. Here, where you may well fi nd 
a few parked cars (usually dog-walkers’ vehicles), leave the lane 
and branch right. Take the track straight ahead now, going through 
between the gateposts with the lodge on your right, and ignoring a 
footpath going off  to the right (which has the lodge on its left).

This is Crossoaks Lane, and it rises gently, curving gradually 
leftwards. Ignore paths going off  to either side, and you will 
eventually reach Oak Lodge, a small disused building which you 
will pass on your left. By the time you reach this point, the lane has 
taken the name of Love Lane.

6.1

6.2

Crossoaks Lane, which leads 
off  Blackhorse Lane towards 
North Mymms

Looking over the Potwells 
dip to Cobs Ash woodland
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Beyond Oak Lodge, paths go off  to left and right, but 
continue ahead across a piece of open country: at the 
point where a path crosses at the bott om, the area is 
known as Potwells.

The path ahead climbs gradually to meet the 
woodland again at the corner of Cangsley Grove 
(on your right). Once again, paths go off  to right 
and left, but simply keep on ahead, your generally 
northbound trajectory shading off  a few degrees to 
the east, then picking up a north-north-easterly line.

The path now descends to the southern edge of 
North Mymms Park, and is followed out to the road 
at the war memorial. However, before you reach the 
road, there is an interesting sight: it is a bridge over 
a dry watercourse (or rather, dry most of the time). 
This is where the River Colne bubbles up in times of 
high water: in dry times, it will appear farther west, 
as far as Colney Heath. You will see the ornate bridge 
over the putative stream within the bounds of North 
Mymms Park.

So, it seems to have been sett led that we refer to South Mimms, but 
North Mymms. Is this some sort of stealthy social stratifi cation, 
like the surnames Smith and Smythe, Patil and Patel, or (in 
pronunciation) Li’ddell and Liddell’? There can be no argument 
that, over time, North Mymms got the gentry and South Mimms the 
almshouses (and, let us not forget, the police horses). Apparently, it 
is all down to a municipal vote. The spellings were interchangeable 
until Hertfordshire decided, during the 1930s, to standardise on 
South Mimms and North Mymms. I suspect that there were no 
councillors from South Mimms at the vote.

North Mymms Park has had an impressive history 
down the years, from Civil War intransigence to Glaxo. 
There is litt le need to lay out all the information about 
North Mymms here, because the local history society 
has been very assiduous in collecting and publishing 
information about their locality, and their round-up 
of the house’s history may be seen (along with much 
more history) at https://www.northmymmshistory.uk/ 
(look for North Mymms Park — a Short History in the 
left-hand menu for the history of the house).

Cross the road at the war memorial and 
turn to the left. Just before the bus stop on 

this side of the road (don’t wait for a bus: it is only 
a school/commuter service), take a public footpath 
on the right, which makes its way through some 
woodland, before spilling out onto a large fi eld.

Birthplace of the River Colne 
(dependent on waterfl ow)

in North Mymms Park

North Mymms
war memorial

6.3



6 – 4 Cardinal route – N © 2019-22 IG Liddell

You should note that the position of 
the exit onto the public footpath is 
actually some metres westwards of 
the point suggested by the Ordnance 
Survey map.

The route takes you across the fi eld, 
just about straight ahead (perhaps a 
degree or two to the left). At the time 
of writing, the farmer is assiduous in 
mowing out the line of the right of 
way, thus ensuring that walkers do 
not need to guess the route, and thus 
trample more crops than necessary 

to get through. However, if you need some reassurance, you should 
aim for a slight V-dip in the tree horizon to the north-north-west 
(not the more obvious dip to the north).

Once across the fi eld, you will come up against the A1(M): bear left 
along the edge of the fi eld parallel to the road, which you will cross 
by a bridge.

On the east side of the A1(M), a footpath goes off  to the left, on the 
boundary between farmed land (to your right) and less improved 
land (on your left, towards the road). Take this path until it begins 
to curve back towards the road, then look out for a path through the 
crops on your right. This will bring you out onto Dellsome Lane, 
now cut off  by the A1(M).

Turn right along Dellsome Lane.

On the right-hand side of the lane, you will soon see nine impressively 
ivy-clad tree-stumps in the hedge: followers of Wainwright’s Coast 
to Coast Path will be reminded of Nine Standards Rigg on the 

watershed east of Kirkby Stephen, though 
with less exposure to the elements here than 
on top of the Pennines.

Continue along the lane until you come to a 
right-hand bend, just where a path goes off  
to the left.

This path looks enticing, but it only leads to a 
park-and-ride area and a cemetery on South 
Way: neither of these is of any use to us.

The left-hand turn off  Dellsome Lane which 
you need is about 120m ahead, so bear right 
with the lane, and go through another right-
hand bend. The entrance to the track off  to 
the left was, at the time of research, covered 
by a dead bush (is this, perhaps, an act of 
wilful deterrence?), but press on through, 
regardless of possible foul play.

Holloway off  Dellsome Lane

Approach to the A1(M)
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The narrow enclosed track follows 
a holloway between fi elds, but after 
about 100m, look out for a move up onto 
the fi eld on your left — the holloway is 
blocked beyond the point where you 
must scrabble up the bank. Keep ahead 
along the right-hand edge of the fi eld, 
rejoining the holloway at the end of the 
fi eld.

Here, footpaths go off  to the right 
and left: neither is particularly useful, 
though the path to the right leads 
back to Dellsome Lane, where a left 
turn would take you to the centre of 
Welham Green (1km), and a further 
left turn would take you to the station 
(500m farther on).

The path leads downhill, bending left, then coming out at the end 
opposite a vast distribution shed. Turn left here, then bend right and 
left: a school is now up to your left. Do not drop to road level, but 
keep close to the school boundary on a footway: this leads straight 
onto a bridge which crosses a main distributor road, South Way. 
You have now reached the edge of South Hatfi eld.

The path describes a 360° loop as it comes off  the bridge to reach 
ground level: ignore the set of steps which lead onto the roundabout, 
but carry on along the footpath, with Travellers’ Lane over on your 
right. 

Coming off  the bridge over South Way, anyone who has lived in 
one of Britain’s post-war New Towns will recognise the streetscape 
immediately. Hatfi eld was, along with Welwyn, Stevenage and 
Letchworth, designated a New Town in 1948: the 
Hertfordshire group was intended to be seen as a set 
of complementary towns.

Here, the broad green verge of Travellers’ Way, with 
a footpath/cycleway separated from the road by grass 
and trees, is archetypical New Town planning of the 
highest order. Hatfi eld was fortunate in its existing 
geographical boundaries — in particular, the railway 
line and Hatfi eld House to the east — which meant 
that the character of Old Hatfi eld was retained, and 
the fl ow of east-west traffi  c was controlled, avoiding 
the creation of rat-runs.

Hatfi eld New Town has fared bett er than others 
which arose out of the 1946 Act, though the generation 
of housing since the closing decade of the twentieth 
century has, with its trendy alveolar cul-de-sac 
footprint, lessened the harmony of the townscape. 

Travellers’ Way

Oxleys Local
Nature Reserve
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One aspect of the early New Town 
development in Hatfi eld was an 
experiment in co-operative self-
build, aiming to provide housing of 
high quality at low cost: the classic 
example is on The Ryde, at the south-
west corner of that street’s northern 
loop, in the north-east district of the 
town.

Continue along Travellers’ Lane, crossing two streets 
which lead off  to the left (fi rstly Sandilands, then 

Southdown Road), then cross the road at a refuge (National Cycle 
Network signs will help you navigate hereabouts). 
Almost immediately, turn right into St Audrey’s Close 
(as directed by the Cycleway sign): follow the road, 
bearing right and then left, to walk out onto an are 
of parkland. Turn left, and follow the left edge of the 
parkland round to a point close to the railway line, 
where a path leads into Oxleys Local Nature Reserve.

A feature of this part of the town is an abundance of 
wild green space, as well as the more manicured urban 
vegetation.

The path through the woodland drifts away from the 
railway embankment, and emerges onto Deerswood 
Avenue at Badger Way. Cross Deerswood Avenue, and 
make your way diagonally left acrosss the grass, to 
continue ahead past the end of Hare Lane. Pass some 
bungalows on the left to reach and cross Oxlease Drive. 
Continue ahead, with an elegant curved terrace of 
modest houses on the right-hand side of the green.

The terrace of houses in Foxglove Close, fronting onto the broad 
green, is an outstanding reminder of the care which went into 
some of the planning of New Towns. The gentle curvature of the 
terrace may be a conceit — perhaps an att empt to echo the Georgian 

crescents of Bath, Cheltenham or 
Edinburgh — but it serves to soften 
the architecture, and it follows and 
accentuates the shape of the litt le 
valley which feeds into Howe Dell 
to the north.

These houses deserve architectural 
heritage listing every bit as much 
as the older buildings which, 
surrounded by the New Town, have 
been listed in their relative isolation.

While you make for the woodland 
ahead, ascend to its left edge to reach 

Howe Dell

The Eight Bells Inn,
Old Hatfi eld

Foxglove Close 6.4
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and follow a made path: this leads 
into the wood.

This is the southern end of Howe 
Dell Local Nature Reserve, a fi ne 
companion to Oxleys to the south. 
Almost immediately, there is a 
picture-perfect lesson in physical 
geography.

Follow the path along the western 
edge of the dell, passing a playground 
on the way. Eventually, shortly after 
passing some more school grounds, you will return to the railway 
line at some houses.

Continue ahead along the frontages of the houses, then turn up 
to the left, away from the railway. Take the fi rst turn on the right 
(St Etheldreda’s Drive) to come out onto French Horn Lane.

Cross the busy road with care, and take the steps opposite to reach 
a footpath. Turn right and go underneath the railway: take the next 
underpass (beneath Great North Road) to come out onto Batt erdale 
(which is the name of a street) in front of the modern circular church. 
This is Marychurch, of the Roman Catholic persuasion. 

Bear round the bend, keeping the church on your left — there is 
a glimpse of the top of the tower of St Etheldreda’s church (the 
Anglican parish church) behind the houses ahead — and turn left 
onto the Broadway.

After zigzagging gently right then left, bear left down Park Street, 
with the Eight Bells Inn on your right. Pass the Horse and Groom 
Inn, and immediately turn left down an alleyway to the side of the 
pub — if you fi nd yourself going under a viaduct on Park Street, 
turn back to fi nd the alleyway at the pub.

When you reach Salisbury Square, with its car park, turn right, then 
turn left onto Arm and Sword Lane. Cross Great North Road at the 
lights, next to the Great Northern pub: the bus station is ahead and 
on your left, and Hatfi eld railway station is over to your right.

The village of Old Hatfi eld owes its preservation to being squeezed 
between the East Coast Main Line railway and the park surrounding 
Hatfi eld House: there was no room for eastward expansion, so a 
new town centre was built to the west.

Hatfi eld House has been the home of the Cecil family for centuries, 
and Robert Cecil, third Marquess of Salisbury (who served as Prime 
Minister), is commemorated by a large statue at the gate to Hatfi eld 
Park opposite the railway station. Access to Hatfi eld House from 
the station was secured by building a viaduct over Park Street. 
Queen Elizabeth I is said to have received the news of her accession 
while sitt ing beneath an oak tree in Hatfi eld Park.

Pedestrian entrance to 
Hatfi eld Park, with its

statue of Lord Salisbury
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Hatfi eld station has trains which serve Pott ers Bar, Finsbury Park, 
and Kings Cross: there are also stopping services which divert 
at Finsbury Park to serve Moorgate. Buses are available to local 
destinations, and also on the express service between Harlow and 
Heathrow, via Hertford, St Albans, Watford and Uxbridge.

There are several refreshment options in Old Hatfi eld, including the 
Eight Bells and the Horse and Groom, passed on the way through.

The Hertfordshire Way lies on the far side of Hatfi eld House from 
the end of the route: it is also crossed near the Black Horse Inn at 
South Mimms. The Alban Way follows a dismantled railway line 
from just north of the station in Hatfi eld to St Albans Abbey station 
(where it meets the Hertfordshire Way and the Ver-Colne Valley 
Walk).


