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CARD
NE3

Temple Mills, Stratford
to

Snaresbrook

Start Temple Mills, Stratford — E20  1GW

Finish Snaresbrook Road — E11  1PQ

Distance 5.33km

Duration 1 hour 6 minutes

Ascent 29.9m

Access 

Buses at start and at end of section. Stratford International station (DLR and 
Southeastern) 550m S of start of section. Snaresbrook station (Central Line, 
Epping branch) 550m E of end of section. Haggerston station (Overground) 300m 
N of route at Kingsland Road. Buses at Jubilee Pond and Green Man Interchange 
en route.

Facilities Shops near start of section. Shop at Dames Road en route.

3.1 Temple Mills Lane. 0m

3.2 E on Temple Mills Lane beneath rust bridge; across Leytonstone Rd onto 
Crownfi eld Rd; cross High Rd into Cann Hall Rd; R on Blenheim Rd then 
fi rst L on Ramsay Rd, under rly to Dames Rd; L to jn with Cann Hall Rd.

2270m

3.3 Cross Dames Rd, pass to L of pond than R of car park; ahead between trees; 
L to bend on Lake House Rd; cross road and enter park; immediately R; bear 
L after 550m then R parallel to road; L on Bush Rd (not Browning Rd) past 
bus stops to crossing just before road sign.

1560m

3.4 Cross Bush Rd; ahead under road (twice) and over rly; half-right away from 
road; R at second fork (N); through trees then to L of line of trees ahead; R 
then bear L to keep W of N out to Snaresbrook Rd at car park.

1500m
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This section starts at Temple Mills, at the 
junction of Celebration Avenue (to the south), 

Honour Lea Avenue (to the west), and Temple Mills 
Lane (to the north and east).

This section is on streets as far as Wanstead Flats, 
but thereafter, you may encounter muddy paths. 
Lightweight waterproofed boots are recommended in 
all but the driest conditions.

Stratford International station (DLR and Southeastern 
high-speed services) is about 550m south of this point, 
at the southern end of Celebration Avenue.

The area now known as the Queen Elizabeth Olympic 
Park was created, initially for the 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games, out of a huge brownfi eld site of steel 
mills, marshalling yards, and many other industrial 
premises. About 150 years ago, this industrialisation 
was just beginning: the railway yards were on the east 
side at Temple Mills, and Stratford New Town had 
built over the market gardens to provide housing for 

the incomers. To the south, there were soap works, brushmakers, 
chemical works, printworks, and a host of other factories.

The bulk of the area, though, was just low fi elds by the many branches 
and cuts of the River Lea. There was a grain mill, roughly where the 
main stadium stands today. In the fi elds were the beginnings of 
industry: a spinning mill, a tar and turpentine distillery, and the 
Photogenic Gas Works (which stood roughly where the Waterglades 
wetland area stands today) — “photogenic” coal gas was made by 

a special manufacturing process to optimise its 
use for street-lighting.

Following the departure of the Olympic 
Games, there are new houses, new shops and 
restaurants, and new leisure facilities, but it is 
all a bit sterile (early Milton Keynes, but with 
taller buildings and no red cycleways) and, 
along with the cringeworthy street-names, the 
whole assemblage tends to make the place look 
a bit like a child’s model town. It remains to be 
seen how well it stands the test of time.

Starting from the junction, make 
your way eastbound on Temple Mills 

lane. Pass under the rust bridge which carries 
pupils from Chobham Academy to their sports 
facilities, then cross the Lea Valley railway line. 
Draper Fields is now on your left.

Cross High Road Leyton into Crownfi eld Road, 
and walk its full length to Leytonstone Road 
(which becomes High Road Leytonstone north 

3.1

3.2

Post-Olympic East Village

Ghost advertising,
Cann Hall Road
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of this junction). Go ahead 
into Cann Hall Road, by this 
time using the right-hand 
pavement.

The domestic architecture 
is not particularly special in 
this area.

Take the fi rst road on the 
right, Blenheim Road, at a 
Baptist church, then turn left 
into Ramsay Road. This has 
the advantage over Cann 
Hall Road of being quieter. 
At the next crossroads, there 
is a corrugated iron church, a prefabricated ‘tin tabernacle’.

The need for new churches came with the urbanisation of the later 
part of the Industrial Revolution, as towns and cities expanded 
very quickly. At the same time, there was a drive to inculcate 
continuing church att endance in rural areas among people who had 
no transport, or who would be likely to use the lack of transport as 
an excuse to their employers for non-att endance.

The formation in 1844 of the Free Church of England, separating 
nonconformists from the Church of England, and the increasing 
self-identifi cation of Methodists and other nonconformist 
denominations and sects, brought the need for more church 
buildings (apocryphally explained in Wales as “so that I have a 
chapel I don’t go to”).

At the turn of the nineteenth century, the Church of Scotland had 
identifi ed the need for over forty new churches, and Thomas Telford 
produced a standard design. However, these cheap-and-not-very-
cheerful kirks (this is Scotland, remember) were still too expensive 
and would have taken too long to build in the rush for churches 
and chapels in the second half of the century.

Several companies based in London, Liverpool, Glasgow and 
elsewhere built prefabricated churches in corrugated iron, off ering 
them by mail order via catalogues. Some companies segmented the 
market and concentrated on serving one type of purchaser (gentry, 
railway companies, and so on).

Some of these churches are still in ecclesiastical use, others have 
changed use (there are scout halls and discotheques), while others 
exist as no more than barns or iron shells in hedges. Yet others have, 
of course, returned to dust — or possibly to the great scrapyard of 
Time.

Take Ramsay Road all the way to its end. Just before reaching the 
railway, the road takes a traffi  c-calming jog to the right: the left-
hand pavement just carries on regardless. Once under the railway 

Tin tabernacle,
Ramsay Road
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(the Overground between 
Gospel Oak and Barking), 
it is a short step to the end 
of Ramsay Road: here, turn 
left into Dames Road, and 
advance to the junction with 
Cann Hall Road.

From the bus stops here, 
you may reach stations at 
Forest Gate (Elizabeth Line) 
and Upton Park (District 
Line and Hammersmith and 
City Line) from left to right, 
and Leyton (Central Line) 
and Wanstead (Central Line, 

Hainault Loop) from right to left.

Turn to the right to cross Dames Road: go forward to reach 
Jubilee Pond, a recent addition to this corner of Wanstead 

Flats.

It is at this point that you enter the area of Epping Forest which is 
maintained by the Corporation of the City of London. In Victorian 
times, the Corporation purchased, from City revenues, tracts of land 

to provide areas for the recreation of the expanding 
population of London — open land such as Hampstead 
Heath and Burnham Beeches, commons in the southern 
extremity of London, and parks such as Queen’s Park 
and West Ham Park. You will be walking on Corporation 
land until you drift into Epping suburbia at the end of 
the walk.

It has not taken long for a variety of wildlife to claim 
Jubilee Pond as home, and the accessible stations for 
both wheelchair-bound fi shing and pram-bound 
watching are well used by the locals.

Pass to the left of the pond, then to the right of a rough 
car park, crossing a track from the car park at right 
angles. Ahead, pass between trees and continue until 
you reach a cross-track. If the track from the pond starts 
to bend right, you have overshot. Turn left onto the 
cross-track, which will lead you out onto Lake House 
Road. Cross the road , passing to the left of a utility box 
and some trees.

Immediately beyond the trees, turn right on a clear 
path through the trees, with sports fi elds on the left. 
Continue ahead with houses on the right: eventually 
these will drift away from the line of the path. Carry on 
ahead (northwards) through the trees, until you arrive 
at a fi ve-way path junction. Here, take the path to the 

Jubilee Pond,
Wanstead Flats

3.3
Path alongside sports fi elds, 
Wanstead Flats
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left (with the street-lamps), but swing right just before reaching 
the road to resume a northward direction, again through the trees. 
Continue to reach an enclosed area ahead: it is, in fact, a cemetery. 
Bear left here to reach a road. Turn right along the road to reach 
Browning Road at the end.

Cross Browning Road (going over a triangle as you do so) and turn 
left onto Bush Road, passing two bus stops. You will soon reach a 
pedestrian crossing. This is the south end of the sprawl of the Green 
Man Interchange.

Ahead, on High Road Leytonstone, there are frequent bus services 
to a variety of destinations, including Leytonstone station (Central 
Line), a couple of stops down to the left.

Cross Bush Road by the crossing, and plunge ahead. 
Your direct route will take you under the roundabout’s 

roadway twice (ignore the crossing path in the middle), then over 
the Central Line. Do not bear left to the road (unless you need a 
Stratford-bound bus) but push ahead, in a few paces taking the 
path option to the north-north-west, rather than the north-westerly 
one which leads back towards the road.

About 40m ahead, a path wheels off  to the right, with trees on the 
right: do not take this. Continue ahead, just west of north, passing 
three individual trees on your left before passing through a small 
copse. 

In the open land beyond, make for the left-hand edge of a row of 
trees ahead: turn to the right here, then bend round to the left to 
pick up your west-of-north direction. From here, the path leads 
out to Snaresbrook Road at a small car park: this is the end of this 
section.

If you should stray too far to the left, you will reach a couple of 
ponds: pass between them, then aim north-north-east to the car 

3.4

Epping Forest heathland, 
north of Whipps Cross Road
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park. If you stray to the right, you will come out onto Snaresbrook 
Road at Eagle Pond: turn left along the road to reach the car park.

Buses on Snaresbrook Road will take you to a station for onward 
connections, but not by a direct route. Snaresbrook station (Central 
Line, Epping branch) is about 550m off  to the right — pass the pond 
and turn right (opposite a carvery pub): at the next set of lights, 
cross left to the right-hand pavement of High Street, then take 
Station Approach. There are all facilities on High Street beyond the 
railway bridge.


