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CARD
NW1

Trafalgar Square
to

Belsize Park

Start Nelson’s Column, Trafalgar Square — WC2N  5DU

Finish Belsize Park station (Northern Line, Edgware branch) — NW3  2AL

Distance 6.31km

Duration 1 hour 25 minutes

Ascent 88.4m

Access Good public transport throughout.

Facilities All facilities available throughout this section.

1.1 Nelson’s Column, Trafalgar Square 0m

1.2 Leave square at NW corner; pass Sainsbury Wing of National Gallery; R into 
Whitcomb St; ahead on Wardour St; cross Oxford St onto Berners St; ahead 
at Mortimer St on path between bldgs; L (Riding House St); R (Candover 
St); L (Foley St); R (Gt Titchfi eld St); L (Greenwell St), R (Bolsover St) to Gt 
Portland St stn.

2460m

1.3 L on Marylebone Rd, cross R at Park Cres; ahead on Park Sq E; cross Outer 
Circle and enter park, taking second path from R; L at end, then R on Broad 
Walk to drinking fountain, where L past Zoo to Outer Circle. Cross Outer 
Circle, canal and Prince Albert Rd; paths on Primrose Hill to summit and 
to N end of park; L on Primrose Hill Rd; ahead on Belsize Pk Gdns; R on 
Belsize Grove; L on Haverstock Hill to Belsize Park stn.

3850m
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The route of the 
walk starts at the 

foot of Nelson’s Column in 
Trafalgar Square, one of the 
most iconic spots in London.

Trafalgar Square was laid 
out from 1830, on land 
which used to be royal mews 
stabling for Whitehall Palace 
(which is down Whitehall 
on the left). Work began 
on the National Gallery in 

1832, and Nelson’s Column was erected in 1843 (the Landseer lions 
only arrived in 1867). The equestrian statue of King Charles I to 
the south of the square is the London zero-point for road distance 
measurement. Rather confusingly, the epicentre of road numbering 

for England and Wales is at St Paul’s Cathedral, next to 
St Martin le Grand, which was the headquarters of the 
General Post Offi  ce. The days of the post coaches may have 
passed, but the atavistic streak maintained the GPO at the 
heart of the road system.

Start off  by walking to the steps on the north side 
of the square, taking the left side of the stairs. Turn 

left in front of the National Gallery, and turn right to pass 
between the main Gallery building and the newer Sainsbury 
wing. Follow St Martin’s Street to Leicester Square.

Looking over the railings to your right, you will see 
two statues: the larger one bears the likeness of William 
Shakespeare, who came to London from the Midlands to 
seek dramatic success. The smaller one celebrates Sir Charles 
Chaplin, who grew up in Walworth (on this route’s south-
eastern companion route) and left to seek dramatic success.

Continue with the square on your right to its north-west 
corner, at Coventry Street. Here, the Swiss glockenspiel 
stands on your left. Go past the glockenspiel and turn right 
into Wardour Street: the oriental gateway ahead indicates 
that you are entering London’s Chinatown.

If you fi nd the tackiness of the pavements in and around 
Leicester Square to be as distasteful as the tackiness of some 
of the local businesses, just walk across the frontage of the 
Sainsbury wing of the National Gallery and turn right on 
Whitcomb Street, following it to Wardour Street.

The area around Gerrard Street only became associated with 
Chinese businesses after the London Blitz  destroyed much of 
the area of Limehouse where these people had congregated 
previously — as in so many other cases, the area near the 
docks had been colonised by immigrants, in part by sailors 

1.1

1.2

Top — National Gallery, 
Trafalgar Square
Below — Leicester Square
Bott om — Wardour Street
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simply not returning to their ships. It is suggested in some quarters 
that the Chinese businesses moved here during the war because 
there were relatively short leases available which other businesses 
were shunning. The bright and tourist-friendly area we know today 
was established in the 1970s.

Continue up Wardour Street and through the Chinatown gate, to 
reach and cross Shaftesbury Avenue. Continue ahead on Wardour 
Street, passing the churchyard of the seventeenth-century church of 
St Anne on your right: you are now in the heart of Soho.

The area which is now occupied by Soho was a royal park in the days 
of King Henry VIII, and the name is said to have been a hunting-cry. 
The fortunes of Soho have risen and fallen over the years, having 
been successively the home of old money, rough money, and new 
money. It is a nexus of media, entertainment, and restaurants.

Continue past the ends of Old Compton Street (on your right), 
then Brewer Street (on your left), you now have a view of the BT 
Tower to draw you on, all the way to Oxford Street. Do not stray 
into Oxford Street, but keep straight on across, into Berners Street. 
Follow Berners Street to its end on Mortimer Street: cross and take 
a footpath between modern buildings. This path turn left and then 
right to come out onto Riding House Street. Turn left along Riding 
House Street, then, at the art gallery which was formerly a plumbing 
company with a splendid business sign, right into Candover Street. 
Turn left onto Foley Street, and right into Great Titchfi eld Street.

On this stretch, Great Titchfi eld Street serves up a mixture of food 
and fashion, with many exponents of the rag trade, and cuisines 
ranging from Iraq to Scandinavia. On the junction with Foley Street, 
there is a subterranean café where public toilets used to be: the 
Victorian green iron canopy has been retained. On the other side of 

Left — former factory of 
TJ Boulting and Sons

Right — Toilets reborn as a 
café, Foley Street
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Foley Street, the Italian 
restaurant has been a 
fi xture for many years, 
and has had a history 
of serving celebrities — 
no doubt the closeness 
to Broadcasting House 
has helped it to build its 
collection of memories.

Go up Great Titchfi eld 
Street to its end, where 
turn left into Greenwell 
Street, then right into 
Bolsover Street.

The Royal National Orthopædic Hospital is on your right shoulder 
as you turn into Bolsover Street: the view ahead has the buildings 
framing a former church (by Sir John Soane), which is now a 
commercial centre for venue hire.

At the top of Bolsover Street, cross to reach Great Portland Street 
station, using the light-controlled pedestrian crossings to your right.

Great Portland Street station is on the Circle, the Hammersmith and 
City, and theMetropolitan Lines, and there are many bus services 
in the vicinity. The southern half of the station building houses a 
restaurant: there are many other refuelling options nearby. Note 
that the subterranean public toilets on the south side of the station 
building are now closed: some local maps insist on their continuing 
presence.

From the station, cross Great Portland Street to walk along 
the left-hand pavement of Marylebone Road.

Marylebone Road forms part of the New Road, whose construction 
began in 1756: it was London’s fi rst by-pass, running between 

Edgware Road and 
Angel. A few years 
later, City Road was 
built to extend the by-
pass to the City at Old 
Street. The New Road 
was incorporated into 
the (Inner) Ring Road 
in the County of London 
Plan of 1943.

Pass International 
Students’ House on 
your left, with the 
plinth for the memorial 
to President John F 
Kennedy in a litt le 

1.3

Park Square East, adjoining 
The Regent’s Park

The Griffi  n Tazza, Broad 
Walk, The Regent’s Park
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alcove (the bust is now within the precincts 
of International Students’ House “for its 
own safety”), then cross the eastern end 
of Park Crescent.

75m ahead lies Regent’s Park station, on 
the Bakerloo Line.

Cross Marylebone Road at this point, 
and pass into Park Square East, following 
its left-hand pavement. Cross the Outer 
Circle road of Regent’s Park, and enter 
the park to your left. Do not take the path 
along the right-hand edge of the park, but 
take the next one to the left, which heads 
across the grassy expanse. Turn left at a 
T-junction of paths, then turn right to 
reach the main avenue which crosses the 
east side of the park: the Broad Walk. This 
runs on a straight line to Chester Road, 
which is crossed by a pedestrian crossing.

Just beyond Chester Road, there is a café 
on the left. there is another restaurant 
about 300m ahead.

Keep on ahead, still on the Broad Walk, 
passing a restaurant on your left, to reach 
a Victorian drinking fountain.

This fountain is known as the Ready Money drinking fountain. The 
name may be redolent of some recent sponsorship deal with an 
unsavoury money-lending outfi t, but this is not so. The fountain 
was donated to the park in 1869 by Sir Cowasjee Jehangir, whose 
nickname was Ready Money. He was a Parsee industrialist: 
the donation was in gratitude for the protection of Parsees 
during British rule in India.

Turn left at the fountain, then bear half-right to pick up a 
path which comes to border London Zoo.

It is probably this path which features in the chase at the end 
of The Man who was Thursday, by GK Chesterton.

The path continues, with sports pitches on the left, to reach 
the Outer Circle. Cross, and go ahead on a path which, still 
with the Zoo on your right, leads to Primrose Hill Bridge 
over The Regent’s Canal. Cross the canal, then take the right 
fork to arrive at Prince Albert Road. Turn right, then cross the 
road by the pedestrian crossing.

Go ahead into the parkland of Primrose Hill. Keep to the 
path which runs just inside the park, passing the redbrick 
lodge closely on your left. Go straight ahead (to the north-
north-west) at a six-way path junction with a gate to your 

Ready Money fountain
The Regent’s Park

The Regent’s Canal from 
Primrose Hill Bridge
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left: at the next fork, take the right-hand path (now in a northerly 
direction). 60m ahead, take another right fork: this path curls to the 
right to reach the summit of Primrose Hill.

From the road to the top of the hill, just make sure that you follow 
the street-lighting.

The viewpoint off ers an extensive panorama over London.

From the viewpoint, strike off  with your back to the city centre, 
then immediately take a path to the left (west-north-west): after 
80m, turn right to re-join the northbound path which you left to 
go to admire the view from the summit. The path descends to the 
northernmost extremity of the park: here, turn left into Primrose 
Hill Road and descend to a church on the left.

If you miss the right turn coming off  the hill, and end up at a gate 
with a stub of a street ahead, just go down that street and turn right 

on Elsworthy Road to reach the church.

Beyond a shop on the right, cross the West 
Coast Main Line which runs below. Cross 
Adelaide Road, then Fellows Road, to reach 
a junction with a pub ahead.

The road going off  to the right, England’s 
Lane, has shops and a café, and leads to 
Haverstock Hill, where turn left for Belsize 
Park.

Keep the pub on your right (note the bust 
of George Washington up on the corner of 
the building), and walk up Belsize Park 
Gardens, with its substantial residences. 
This street bends gently to the left: shortly 
thereafter, turn right (at a pillar box) onto 
Belsize Grove. Take the full length of Belsize 
Grove to Haverstock Hill, and turn left to 
reach the shopping area. Reach Belsize Park 
station by the light-controlled pedestrian 
crossing across Haverstock Hill.

This part of Haverstock Hill is well supplied 
with shops and restaurants.

Part of the panorama
across central London
from Primrose Hill

The Washington pub,
Belsize Park


