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CARD
NW2

Belsize Park
to

Golders Green

Start Belsize Park station (Northern Line, Edgware branch) — NW3  2AL

Finish Golders Green station (Northern Line, High Barnet branch) — NW11  7RN

Distance 4.09km

Duration 53 minutes

Ascent 83.0m

Access Belsize Park station at start of section. Golders Green station (Northern Line, 
High Barnet branch) at end of section. Hampstead Heath station (Overground) 
en route. Buses at start of section. Buses at end of section. Buses at Hampstead 
Heath station and Jack Straw’s Castle en route.

Facilities Shops and cafés at start of section. Shops and cafés at end of section. Shops and 
cafés at Hampstead Heath station en route.

2.1 Belsize Park stn. 0m

2.2 Up Haverstock Hill; R through Hampstead Green; R on Pond St; L on South 
End Rd to Hampstead Heath stn. Enter heath; pass ponds to R; NW to top of 
heath; L round lip to Spaniards Rd; L to Jack Straw’s Castle.

2370m

2.3 R on North End Way; L on Heath Grove; R onto main path NW to and 
through Golders Hill Park; R on West Heath Ave; L on North End Way to 
Golders Green stn.

1720m
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This section of 
the route begins 

at Belsize Park station, on 
Haverstock Hill.

This area of Haverstock Hill 
is well stocked with a range 
of shops and restaurants.

Belsize Park station was 
opened in 1907, and is 
decorated in the  ox-blood 
faïence tiling which was so 
typical of the exteriors of the 
stations of the Edwardian 
era which were designed 
by Leslie Green. He was a 
Londoner, born in 1875, and 

was appointed as an architect to the Underground at the age of 
28. His standard design was, as here at Belsize Park, a two-storey 
building on an iron framework with the semi-circular windows on 
the fi rst fl oor. Several of Green’s stations, including Belsize Park, are 
now Grade II listed. Inside, there was more faïence tilework, which 
survives in many stations. The strain of work proved deleterious to 
Green’s health, and he died in 1908 at the age of 33.

Strike out up Haverstock Hill to the north-west (if you 
are exiting the station, turn right), on the right-hand 

pavement. Go past some shops, then a school on the right. Cross 
Rowland Hill Street (an entrance to the Royal Free Hospital), then 
enter Hampstead Green to your right. Follow the path round to the 
right, passing a church and a school on your left, to come out onto 
Pond Street, where turn right. Descend, crossing at the foot of the 
street to join South End Road.

There are shops and cafés all around here.

This is a major bus interchange, with Hampstead Heath station 
(Overground) ahead.

Cross the railway at 
the station, then cross 
the road using the 
pedestrian crossing. 
Turn left and cross 
South Hill Park (the 
street running parallel 
to the railway), then 
take the path onto 
Hampstead Heath.

Much of the area of 
what we know today 
as Hampstead Heath 

2.1

2.2

Belsize Park station

On Hampstead Heath
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was purchased by the 
Corporation of the City 
of London in Victorian 
times, to be conserved 
as, in modern parlance, 
a “green lung” for 
Londoners. Other such 
Corporation property 
includes Epping Forest, 
Burnham Beeches (to the 
north of Slough), and 
various commons in the 
south of London. There 
have been additions since 
then, making up today’s defi nition of “Hampstead Heath”.

You will soon reach a pond: keep it on your right. At the corner of 
the pond, do not take the path which borders the pond round to 
the right, but strike off  ahead across the grass, making for the right-
hand edge of a rough-surfaced car park. Keep the car park on your 
left, and at the far end, continue ahead on an earth path.

The path rises steadily: just keep to the main path (do not bear 
left towards houses), until you reach, on your right, a stockaded 
children’s play area. Beyond the play area, you will join a harder 
path. Pass the Vale of Health pond on your left, then pass a caravan 
enclosure, also on your left.

Many of the caravans belong to itinerant funfair families: the land 
has belonged to showmen for many years.

Beyond the caravans, the path rises more steeply: at the top, turn 
left and follow a clear path out onto Spaniards Road near a bus 
stop. Turn left here, pass the bus stop, and cross Spaniards Road by 
the pedestrian crossing.

Go round the junction to your right onto North End Way, which 
you will cross immediately by the pedestrian crossing to reach Jack 
Straw’s Castle. (formerly an inn, but now just a building).

There are bus services from stops around this junction — to Brent 
Cross, Highgate, and Finsbury Park from Spaniards Road, and to 
Hampstead and Finchley Road from the stop beyond the crossing 
on the right-hand pavement of North End Way.

Turn right at the pedestrian crossing to take the left-hand 
pavement of North End Way, past Heath Brow. Just 

before you reach a building on your left, take a path on the left 
which descends past the entrance to The Hill Garden and Pergola.

Beyond the circular tower, turn to the right (north-north-west) onto 
a broader track; when you can glimpse a wall and house up on the 
right, keep ahead — the path on the right would just lead you back 
up to North End Way again.

2.3

Vale of Health pond
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Ignore a path which goes off  to the right 
towards the wall and house, bending to the 
left with the main path. When you reach a 
fork in the path where the left-hand path 
goes to the left of a wooden bin-housing, 
keep to the higher right-hand path: you 
will now be facing north-west. This path 
bends half-left at another bin-box (on your 
left), where a path goes off  to your right, 
next to another wall. From here, you will 
descend to reach a broad cross-path: go 
ahead, past a gardeners’ collection centre, 
to pass through a gateway into Golders 
Hill Park.

After passing a mid-path fl ower bed 
on your left, continue in a rough north-
westerly direction (do not follow the iron 
fence round to the left), passing to the 
left of a pipework play sculpture. Here, 
the path does a litt le right-and-left jig: 
after this, you will pass a wooden park 

seat to your right. Continue to the north-west, until you reach a 
convergence of paths, with wooden back-garden fencing ahead. 
Turn left here, and descend, with the fencing on your right and 
tennis courts on your left, to exit the park onto West Heath Avenue 
where it bends. Turn right, and walk to the far end, where turn 
left onto North End Road. Keep to the left-hand pavement, past the 
church and then the shops, to reach the war memorial clock tower 
at Golders Green station.

Golders Green station is on the High Barnet branch of the Northern 
Line: the bus station adjacent is an important interchange point. 
Buses serve all neighbouring parts of London, and indeed, some 
long-distance routes serve the bus station.

This is also a hub of shops, restaurants and cafés, with a broad range 
of cuisines represented, from Korean to Turkish. Note that many 
businesses here observe the Jewish sabbath, so will close early on 
Fridays and remain closed on Saturdays.

The rather wilder area
of the West Heath section,
below The Hill Garden


