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CARD
NW3

Golders Green
to

Preston Road

Start Golders Green station (Northern Line, High Barnet branch) — NW11  7RN

Finish Preston Road station (Metropolitan Line) — HA3  0PS

Distance 9.09km

Duration 2 hours 2 minutes

Ascent 131.1m

Access Buses and Tube at start of section. Buses and Tube at end of section. Brent Cross 
stn (Northern Line, High Barnet branch) en route. Hendon station (Thameslink) 
400m distant en route. Buses at start of section. Buses at end of section. Buses at 
West Hendon and Kingsbury en route.

Facilities All facilities at start of section. Shops and cafés at end of section. Shops and cafés 
at West Hendon en route.

3.1 Golders Green stn. 0m

3.2 Golders Green Rd; L on Woodstock Ave; R on The Drive; L on Highfi eld 
Ave to jct with Heathfi eld Gdns, adjacent Brent Cross stn. Heathfi eld Ave 
to N Circular Rd; cross by footbridge; under bridge and L on Shirehall Park 
to Shirehall Lane; cross into Hendon Park; L side of park; cross railway by 
bridge on L; R on Cheyne Walk; L on Beaufort Ave; ahead (via subway on 
R) to Park Rd; along Park Rd to W Hendon Bdy; L to jn with Cool Oak Lane.

3980m

3.3 Cool Oak Lane to bridge over reservoir, R on path alongside reservoir to 
small bay; L, then L side of sports fi elds; R past stadium; cross hedge and 
continue past sports fi elds; L onto Townend Lane, where R to Silver Jubilee 
Park.

1630m

3.4 L along Elthorne Way; cross rec gd; ahead on Slough Lane; ahead into Fryent 
Park; at end of stable paddock, R through hedge and diag L to summit; S 
from summit through two hedge-gaps then SW to Fryent Way.

1640m

3.5 Cross road, then through car park; W on path, then S up to Barn Hill pond; 
ahead to road; R down West Hill; R on The Avenue; L on Uxendon Cres; L 
on Preston Rd to stn.

1840m
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This section starts at 
Golders Green Tube and 

bus station, on North End Way.

Golders Green is a major 
transport hub, with bus services 
to many destinations as well as the 
Northern Line. The bus station is 
also served by some long-distance 
(regional and national) routes.

This is also a hub of shops, 
restaurants and cafés, off ering 
a broad range of cuisines from 
Korean to Turkish. It is worth 
noting that many businesses here 
observe the Jewish sabbath, so 
will close early on Fridays and 

remain closed on Saturdays.

Golders Green (the manorial common of a family called Godyer) 
was well established in the thirteenth century. Horse-drawn buses, 
and then the Underground, established it as a growing sett lement. It 
is now an important area for Jewish religion, culture and commerce, 
though there are many other ethnicities represented in the area. 
The Hippodrome Theatre, adjacent to the Underground station, 
was built at the same time as the coming of the Underground: it 
was for many years the home of the BBC Concert Orchestra, and of 
Radio 2’s Friday Night is Music Night.

Cross onto the island which contains the local war 
memorial (it incorporates a clock), and complete your 

crossing of the junction by going ahead into Golders Green Road, 
with bank branches on your right immediately after the junction. 
Press along the left-hand pavement, passing shops. Go under the 
bridge which carries the Tube tracks. Pass a large brick church on 
your left: it is in fact the local cathedral of the Greek Orthodox church. 
Eventually, after you pass the King Solomon Hotel on your left, 

take the next street on 
the left, Woodstock 
Gardens — it is the fi rst 
corner past the church 
to have a pillar box.

Take the second street 
on the right, The 
Drive, off  Woodstock 
Gardens. At the end 
of The Drive, turn 
left into Highfi eld 
Avenue, crossing over 
and following it down 
to the junction with 

3.1

3.2

Greek Orthodox cathedral, 
Golders Green

Golders Green station, and 
decorative catt le trough on 
the War Memorial island
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Heathfi eld Gardens. 
Brent Cross station is 
ahead.

From the bus stop on 
the same side of the 
road as the station 
entrance ahead, buses 
run to Golders Green, 
Highgate and Finsbury 
Park. In the opposite 
direction, the only 
destination is the bleak 
bunker of the Brent 
Cross shopping centre. 

Follow the left-hand 
pavement of Heathfi eld Gardens along its full distance (passing an 
alternative entrance to Brent Cross station as you go) to reach the 
North Circular Road. Here, turn left to follow its left-hand pavement 
for a mercifully short length.

The North Circular Road was begun in the wake of the Great War: 
many businesses had moved out of central London (particularly the 
East End), and the road connected the now dispersed interdependent 
companies. At the same time, there was an 
employment need for many who were returning 
to civilian life after wartime service. The road 
was developed in the 1920s and 1930s, and was 
given a further boost in the 1960s as part of the 
(subsequently shelved) London Ringways plan. 
Further development in later years was rather 
piecemeal, especially after the adoption of aspects 
of Colin Buchanan’s Traffi  c in Towns report, which 
was published in 1963 but took twenty years to 
gain any traction.

The North Circular Road runs on a dedicated 
route for most of its way, in contrast to its twin, 
the South Circular Road, which is mainly a line of 
urban streets.

Pass a bus stop, and take the footbridge across the 
busy road. On the far side, the descent path passes 
beneath the railway, and coils back round to reach 
street level beneath the bridge.

Emerge onto the North Circular Road, and turn 
left, with the traffi  c on your right. Immediately 
beyond the bridge (and before you reach the bus 
stop), turn left into Shirehall Park, where the road 
exit onto the North Circular Road has been blocked 
off . Cross the River Brent and follow Shirehall 

River Brent from
Shirehall Park

North Circular Road and 
the Northern Line, with the

A41 fl yover beyond
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Park to emerge onto 
Shirehall Lane.

Turn left, and cross 
Shirehall Lane to enter 
Hendon Park, bearing 
right on a path which 
borders the railway on 
your left. After 180m, 
turn left to cross the 
railway again, this 
time on a footbridge. 
Beyond the bridge, the 
path comes out onto 
Cheyne Walk: turn 

right, then second left into Beaufort Gardens. Walk the full length 
of Beaufort Gardens.

Beaufort Gardens and Park Road (beyond Hendon Way) previously 
rejoiced in the name of Gutt ers Hedge Lane, before the farmland 
was obliterated by the development of the suburbia we see today.

At the end, the route lies straight ahead, across Hendon Way: a 
subway on the right will let you cross the main road: at the far end 
of the subway, be sure to turn left up the ramp, rather than right 
up the steps. Turn right at the top of the ramp into Park Road, and 
follow it all the way along its length, fi nally crossing the M1 and 
the Midland Mainline railway, and descending to West Hendon 
Broadway.

This area has shops and cafés, and bus services up and down the 
A5. Hendon station is 400m distant, off  to the right up West Hendon 
Broadway, then to the right on Station Road.

Turn left onto West Hendon Broadway (this is the A5, the Roman 
Watling Street), and take the left-hand pavement to the traffi  c lights. 
Cross the busy road here with care, and go ahead into Cool Oak 

Lane.

Take the right-
hand pavement 

of Cool Oak Lane all the 
way down to the bridge 
across the northern arm 
of the Brent reservoir.

Nowadays, one might be 
tempted to think of the 
reservoir’s more informal 
name (the Welsh Harp) 
as a reference to its shape 
on the map, However, it 
took this name from the 
Old Welsh Harp Tavern 

3.3

The Silk Stream arm of
the Brent Reservoir from
Cool Oak Bridge

Hendon Park
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on Edgware Road beside 
the River Brent, just beyond 
what is now Staples Corner 
on the way out of London. 
A Crimean War veteran 
took over the tavern’s 
licence in 1858 and set about 
att racting custom by using 
the reservoir as a backdrop 
for what we would now 
call the beer garden, and 
organising a colossal variety 
of entertainments beside 
and even on the reservoir. 
The inn was demolished 
during the 1970s.

Cross the bridge with care, judging your time with the single-
line traffi  c which is controlled by lights. Just beyond the bridge, 
the Capital Ring departs on the left: here, take a path to the right, 
keeping the reservoir on your right. After about 450m, the path 
will bend to the left where there is a small bay. Beyond this point, 
look out for a smaller path which goes westwards away from the 
reservoir: you will come out onto some playing fi elds.

Keep to the left-hand edge of the playing fi elds, turning right at 
their south-western corner: you will then (travelling to the north-
north-west) pass a football stadium on your left, its presence given 
away by the fl oodlights. At a line of trees ahead, go left and right to 
follow the hedge on your right past more sports fi elds on your left: 
at a suitable point which will not interfere with a fi eld of play, cross 
left over to reach Townsend Lane. Turn right to reach the south-
western corner of Silver Jubilee Park, opposite Elthorne Way, just 
before reaching a children’s play area.

Ahead, at the top of the park, buses run along Kingsbury Road.

Cross Townsend Lane into Elthorne Way. At the far end 
of the street, cross directly over Church Lane recreation 

ground to pass to the right of a children’s playground, and out onto 
Church Lane. A quick 
right-and-left will take 
you into Slough Lane.

There are shops up 
to the right, and a 
pedestrian crossing by 
which you may cross 
Church Lane.

Take Slough Lane all 
the way to a T-junction. 
Cross over onto a lane, 

3.4 Harrow Hill from
Gotforde’s Hill

Church Lane recreation 
ground, Kingsbury
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which is guarded a few metres ahead by a traffi  c 
bollard.

This lane gives you access to Fryent Country 
Park. You will pass a disused stable on your left: 
continue to the end of its equally forlorn paddock. 
At the top corner of the paddock, go through a 
gap in the hedge on your right. Turn left and climb 
the fi eld on the diagonal, emerging at the top onto 
the open top of Gotforde’s Hill. Continue ahead 
to reach the summit, which boasts an impressive 
panorama, particularly to the north and west.

From the summit, strike off  due south, passing 
through two hedge-gaps. Immediately after 
passing through the second gap, turn half-right 
to meet up with the right-hand hedge as it curves 
in from your right, and then curves right again to 
accompany on your right-hand side. Follow the 
hedge down to Fryent Way, crossing the road at 
the light-controlled pedestrian crossing.

There are several paths down to Fryent Way: 
if you come out and fi nd that you are not at the 
crossing, just look along the road and head for the 
traffi  c lights.

Turn left after crossing the road, then right into a small car 
park. At the back of the car park, follow the Capital Ring 

signs into the wood, then immediately right on a path. About 250m 
ahead, you will meet a path at right angles, turn left (south) on this 
path to climb to the top of Barn Hill.

The Capital Ring path can become very muddy: there is a slightly 
less muddy (but much less interesting) route along the fi eld at the 
bott om of the woodland, with the trees on your left, turning left at 
the end of the fi eld.

At the top of the hill, pass to the 
left of the pond, and make for 
the fi ngerpost ahead. Pass an 
Ordnance Survey triangulation 
point next to the fi ngerpost, and 
descend ahead and to the right 
over the grassy apron, passing a 
few park benches on the way, to 
reach the street called Barn Hill.

The view ahead is dominated 
by Wembley Stadium. Extra 
visual irritation is provided by 
its illuminated advertising, the 
equivalent of a whiny toddler 
trying to monopolise att ention.

3.5

Pond on top of Barn Hill

Turn left to climb Barn Hill
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Turn right, and descend Barn Hill (soon West Hill) to The Avenue. 
Turn right, passing over the River Brent and under the Jubilee Line. 
Cross The Avenue at a refuge, then turn left into Uxendon Avenue. 
Ascend the full length of Uxendon Avenue’s left-hand pavement 
to reach Preston Road. Turn left, then cross at the light-controlled 
pedestrian crossing, and continue on the right-hand pavement to 
reach Preston Road station.

Buses connect here with Harrow, Sudbury Town and Alperton, and 
with Edgware and Wembley. There is a range of shops and cafés on 
Preston Road.


