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CARD
NW4

Preston Road
to

Harrow-on-the-Hill

Start Preston Road station (Metropolitan Line) — HA3  0PS

Finish Harrow-on-the-Hill station (Metropolitan Line and Chiltern Railways) — 
HA1  1BB

Distance 4.78km

Duration 1 hour 5 minutes

Ascent 85.0m

Access Preston Road station at start of section. Harrow-on-the-Hill station at end 
of section. South Kenton station (Bakerloo Line and Overground) en route. 
Northwick Park station 700m distant en route. Buses at start of section. Buses at 
end of section. Buses at Watford Road en route.

Facilities Shops and cafés at start of section. Shops and cafés at end of section.

4.1 Preston Rd stn. 0m

4.2 S on Preston Rd; R (Grasmere Ave); L (Longfi eld Ave); R (Glendale Gdns); L (College 
Rd); L into park; cross park; R into Montpelier Rise; L on alleyway to Allonby Gdns; 
R on Windermere Ave; L to reach tunnel at S Kenton stn.

1290m

4.3 R at W end of tunnel into Northwick Park; L on path; R to pass L of pavilion; L on 
lane to Watford Rd; cross, and follow Capital Ring ahead, R, L, and second R (opp 
car park) onto Music Hill; ahead on Football Lane; L on Peterborough Rd; sharp 
second R on Church Hill; L at lychgate to church; ahead, then R to road; R on path 
to Lowlands Rd, where L; R on Station Approach and across bridge within stn to 
College Rd.

3490m
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This section starts at 
the entrance to Preston 

Road station, which is served by 
the Metropolitan Line.

Buses connect to this point 
from Alperton, Sudbury Town, 
Harrow, Edgware and Wembley.

Preston Road’s station building 
was constructed in the inter-
war Metroland cott age style. 
It may not be as rustic as, say, 
Croxley station, but it blends the 
cott agey feel with the commercial 
imperative in the area (not to 
mention the fl ats above the shops).

Set off  southwards on Preston Road (that is, turning right 
if you are exiting the station). Take the fi rst right into 

Grasmere Avenue, then the fi rst left into Longfi eld Avenue. Next, 
take the fi rst right into Glendale Gardens, and follow the right-
hand pavement of this street to the end. Turn right into College 
Road, passing a school on your right. Turn left to enter Preston Park 
by the tarmac entryway, passing to the right of some instruments of 
fi tness-related torture.

Go straight across Preston Park, passing a bowling green on your 
right, before exiting onto Montpelier Rise. Turn right, and 50m 

ahead, just past number 45, turn left along an 
alleyway (with Capital Ring signage). This 
leads out onto Allonby Gardens: at the end of 
the street, turn right onto Windermere Avenue.

The 1930s Windermere pub is almost unchanged 
from its original design (except, of course, for 
the keg-pumps and the giant TV screens): there 
are fi ne Art Deco features inside.

Beyond the pub, turn left towards the railway, 
turn right, then left into the tunnel to reach 
South Kenton station.

There are services on the Bakerloo Line, and 
on the Overground between Watford and 
Euston: on the other lines, trains hurtle by 
between Euston and Glasgow (or Manchester, 
Birmingham, etc.): of course, they do not stop.

Emerge from the tunnel to the west 
of the railway, walk ahead to the road 

junction, and turn right into Nathans Road. This 
street leads out onto the expanse of Northwick 
Park, a multi-sport venue.

4.1

4.2

4.3

Preston Park

Preston Road station



© 2019-22 IG Liddell Cardinal route – NW 4 – 3

Turn left to follow 
the south side of the 
park, then turn right 
on the path which 
passes to the left of the 
sports pavilion. You 
will fi nd a children’s 
playground just north 
of the pavilion: beyond 
this, a path goes off  to 
the left.

Ahead in the distance, 
you will see the railway 
embankment carrying 
the Metropolitan Line: 
the path ahead at this 
point leads straight to Northwick Park station on that line.

Take the turn to the left: you are now on an enclosed lane between 
the hospital site on your right and a golf facility on your left. The 
lane is always muddy, and after any rain becomes very wet and 
slippery. After 600 metres of this mud and fl oundering, when the 
golfers on the left have been left behind and the path has entered 
woodland, it bears off  to the left, away from the ambulance-ramp’s 
overhang, to reach Watford Road.

Bus stops on the right are served by buses to Harrow, Hanwell (via 
North Wembley, Wembley Central, Alperton, Hanger Lane, North 
Ealing, and Ealing Broadway stations), and Brent Cross.

Cross Watford Road at the refuge, and step over the stile into the 
sports grounds of Harrow School, whose buildings form the horizon 
ahead, on top of Harrow Hill.

Harrow School, founded in 1572 (and built on a site which had 
housed a school since 
1243, about 150 years 
after the foundation of 
the nearby St Mary’s 
church), is one of the 
most famous schools 
in Britain, if not the 
world. Prime Ministers 
and Nobel laureates 
(Sir Winston Churchill 
counts on both of these 
criteria), royalty and 
many other famous 
(male) people have had 
a Harrovian education. 
In fi ction, the school has 
been the alma mater of 

Harrow School buildings 
and St Mary’s church

from the lower entrance
to the school sports fi elds

Northwick Park:
the wind in the willows
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such diverse characters as Colonel Pickering 
in Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw and 
Sir Percy Blakeney in The Scarlet Pimpernel, 
by Emma Magdolna Rozália Mária Jozefa 
Borbála Orczy de Orci (probably bett er 
known by her by-line of Baroness Orczy).

In crossing the sports fi elds, follow the 
Capital Ring signage carefully, aided at 
fi rst by ankle-level white arrows, across the 
fi elds: do not disturb any sporting activity as 
you pass through the grounds.

Firstly, keep a hedge on your left as the fi rst 
of the pitches appears on your right. After 
170 metres, the path bends half-left, keeping 
the hedge on the left; 80 metres farther on, 
you should turn sharply to the right (you 
will now be travelling in a north-westerly 
direction), passing behind a goal on your 
right, eventually reaching a fi ngerpost on a 

crossing path.

Turn to the left here, passing car parks on your right and crossing 
the foot of Garlands Lane (signposted as a private road). Take the 
next path to the right, opposite a small car park adjacent to tennis 
courts. This path climbs steeply up Music Hill, which then joins 
Football Lane, with The Knoll on your right. Continue up to the top 
of Football Lane to reach Peterborough Road.

Turn left up Peterborough Road to reach the school chapel on your 
left. Climb the steps on your right to overlook some of the major 
buildings of Harrow School.

Turn right at the top, up Church Hill, to the lychgate of 
St Mary’s church, founded by St Anselm in 1094. Bear 
left at the lychgate to climb to the church entrance on its 
south side.

For over 900 years, the church has been the focus of the 
area recorded in 767 as Gumeninga hergae, and in 1398 as 
Harrowe att e Hille. During his fl ight from Oxford, King 
Charles I watered his horses on the shoulder of Harrow 
Hill, whence he could take one fi nal glimpse of London.

The church may have been founded in the eleventh 
century, but the only part remaining from that era is 
the foot of the tower. Much building was undertaken 
during the thirteenth and fi fteenth centuries, but the 
most extensive remodelling came, not surprisingly, at 
the hands of the Victorian restorers, and hardly less 
surprising for an area steeped in the good and the great 
(even if only in their schooldays), this work was led by 
Giles Gilbert Scott .

Lychgate of St Mary’s 
church, Harrow

The Old Speech Room,
now a gallery
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The churchyard was 
a favourite retreat of 
Lord Byron, and his 
illegitimate daughter 
Allegra (who died 
aged fi ve of typhus or 
malaria) is buried in an 
unmarked grave in the 
churchyard near the 
south porch.

Pass the south porch 
and the tower on 
your right-hand side: 
the westward view stretches across the north-western suburbs of 
London to the hills beyond. As you come off  the summit of the hill, 
having passed the porch on your right, take the right-hand path 
(which is signposted “to Roxborough Road”), to descend steeply 
between scatt ered gravestones to a road.

Just beyond a bollard separating path from road, take a footpath to 
the right. This leads out onto open parkland: bear left to descend 
to Lowlands Road. Cross the road at a refuge, then turn left and 
immediately right onto Station Approach.

The south entrance of Harrow-on-the-Hill station is ahead: climb the 
steps to cross the line and (if necessary) to gain access to the trains. 
Continue out onto the north side to reach College Road. Cross at 
the light-controlled pedestrian crossing and continue along College 
Road to a point opposite the exit from Harrow bus station.

This is a major transport hub: Harrow-on-the-Hill is the pivotal 
station for the northern end of the Metropolitan line, and Harrow 
bus station serves many localities in the west and north of London.

The northern descent
from Harrow Hill


