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CARD
NW6

Hatch End
to

Two Bridges

Start Hatch End — HA5  4HP

Finish Two Bridges — WD3  5RU

Distance 9.55km

Duration 2 hours 7 minutes

Ascent 115.3m

Access Hatch End station (Overground) 600m distant from start of section. Watford and 
Croxley stations (both Metropolitan Line, Watford branch), each 1.2km distant 
from end of section. Buses at start of section. Buses at end of section. Buses 200m 
distant at Prestwick Road en route.

Facilities Shops and cafés at start of section.

6.1 Uxbridge Road at Wellington Road, Hatch End 0m

6.2 W on Uxbridge Rd; R on Altham Rd and Evelyn Dr; ahead on path to fi eld. 
Follow Capital Ring signs to Pinnerwood Stud; N then W to Nanscot Wood; 
follow Capital Ring signs through Oxhey Woods to Prestwick Rd.

3050m

6.3 Cross Prestwick Rd; paths N and W to cross Oxhey Dr; W then N, then 
WNW to Nairn Green; L on Hayling Rd; R on Ashburnham Dr; L at number 
58; cross fi eld to cross Hampermill Lane near Sandy Lodge Lane.

2310m

6.4 R on Hampermill Lane, L and R to path to Hamper Mill; ahead to railbed 
(Ebury Way), where L; beyond bridge, path R onto and across common; 
cross River Gade and canal; R to Common Moor Lock.

3120m

6.5 Drop to towpath level; ahead on towpath to Rickmansworth Rd. 1110m
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This section starts on Uxbridge Road in Hatch End, 600m 
west of Hatch End station (Overground services between 

Watford and Euston).

Hatch End was once a sett lement as part of Pinner in the manor of 
Harrow, but the coming of the railway in 1844 started the process 
of development as a separate nucleus. The building of the Royal 
Commercial Travellers’ School (now Harrow Arts Centre, on the 
east side of the railway) acted to strengthen Hatch End’s identity. 
Inter-war development of substantial and other upmarket houses 
cemented Hatch End as a place worth inhabiting: this may still 
be seen today in the relative opulence of the shopping area when 
compared to other local nodes. There are substantial populations of 
Jewish and Hindu people: the shopping street has a kosher butcher.

Buses connect this point with Stanmore, Pinner and Harrow.

You should be aware that there is no shop after the start of this section, 
barring the petrol station on Sandy Lane (over 5km ahead), and 

indeed, the next convenient shop 
and pub near the route is 20km 
away at Apsley. Be prepared, and 
make use of the opportunities at 
Hatch End as necessary.

If you are starting out from Hatch 
End station, come out of the 
forecourt and turn right along the 
right-hand pavement to reach the 
start-point of the section at the 
end of the shops, turning right 
into Woodridings Close. If, on the 
other hand, you are continuing 
from the previous section, cross 
Uxbridge road and advance 
ahead into Woodridings Close.

6.1

Inter-war suburbia on 
Grimsdyke Road, Hatch End

Shopping area on
Uxbridge Road, Hatch End
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6.2 Follow the left-hand pavement of Woodridings Close, then 
continue ahead along a narrow path to reach Grimsdyke 

Road. Cross the road, and turn left to take the right-hand pavement. 
Ignore a path on the right which leads to a recreation ground. Bear 
right at the junction with Wessex Drive: do not bear left into the end 
of the cul-de-sac, but carry on ahead on a path which leads out to 
the corner of a fi eld.

From this point to Sandy Lane, 
you will be on the London Loop 
route: its signage should be a help.

Turn left (west) to follow the left 
edge of the fi eld, continuing in a 
second fi eld. Turn right at the end 
of this fi eld to keep the hedge on 
the left. About 50m up this side of 
the fi eld, cross through the hedge 
and continue northwards, now 
with the hedge on your right. 
Turn left at the top of this fi eld, 
and walk out to reach the access 
road for Pinnerwood Stud.

Turn right, then right again to 
reach the stud. The track swings 
left: pass a long building on the 
right, and turn right. Turn left just 
before a green-roofed building, 
and go through a gate. Take the 
path which follows the left-hand 
edge of the fi eld (to the north-
north-west). 

At the top corner, turn left over 
a stile: this is a complex path 
junction. Keep to the westerly 
option, following the Capital Ring 
and with houses to your right. 
Soon, you will enter Nanscot 
Wood, the easternmost section of 
Oxhey Woods.

From Hatch End to Oxhey 
Wood and Pinnerwood Farm

Below — into Nanscot Wood
Bott om — Oxhey Woods:

the fi rst ascent 
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At this point, you leave London and enter 
Hertfordshire.

Oxhey Woods (Oxhey Wood on the Ordnance 
Survey map refers to the south-western part 
of the area) is a local nature reserve: some 
parts of the tree cover date back to the last 
Ice Age. It is ecologically important, and it 
is a walker’s paradise, the broad-leaved trees 
creating an undergrowth full of the sounds 
of birds and scuffl  ing animals, and redolent 
with smells such as mushroom and fox.

About 450m into the woodland, the route 
turns right off  the main path, away from the 
golf course on your left. There is a London 
Loop sign on a stake on the right at the 
junction, but in summer, you should be 
aware that the bracken may grow higher 
than the sign.

Follow this route: there are more houses 
which will come within sight over to your 
right, but do not get too close to their fences. 
Keep following the main path with its 
Capital Ring signs, travelling approximately 

north-north-west. You should come out onto Prestwick Road where 
a traffi  c refuge helps you to cross the road.

If you come out at a car park, turn right and follow Prestwick Road 
east for 250m to reach the refuge.

There are bus stops 200m to the east of the crossing-point, and others 
to the west of the car park (should you arrive there in distress), 
giving connections with Northwood (to the left) and Watford (to 
the right). Londoners should note that Oystercards and other TfL 
tickets are not valid on these services.

Enter the woods on the north side of Prestwick Road. 
Keep in the same direction for about 250m, where the path 6.3

A downed tree in Oxhey 
Woods becomes sculptural

Ashburnham Park
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swings left (west). Go over a path crossing to 
make your way out to Oxhey Drive. Cross the 
road, and take the path opposite, to the right of 
a gated drive. The path bends gently to the left 
and then, about 150m in, there is a path to the 
right, which descends just west of northwards. 
If you miss this path, there is another about 50m 
on: these northbound paths converge. If you 
fi nd yourself out on Sandy Lane, retrace your 
steps for a few metres to fi nd the northbound 
path on your left. After descending for about 
550m, the path bends left, then turns to the 
right to exit the woodland at the head of Nairn 
Green.

Walk down the short street, and turn left onto 
Hayling Road, then right on Ashburnham 
Drive.

Do not become excited by the presence of bus 
stops: these are only for school buses.

Follow the left-hand pavement of Ashburnham 
Drive, keeping close to the houses where car 
parking spaces have been placed on the left 
side of the road. Between numbers 58 and 56, go to the left into a 
fi eld. This is Ashburnham Park.

Bear half-left, passing to the right of the leftmost single tree, then 
to the right of a small clump of trees. At the far 
side of the grassed area, take a path out through 
woodland to reach the main road between 
Northwood and Watford, near its point of 
name-change between Sandy Lane (up to your 
left) and Hampermill Lane (to your right).

On the opposite side of the road, just uphill, 
there is a petrol station which has the usual 
mini-supermarket, giving options for human 
refuelling. If you are coming the other way, 
look for a stump-post opposite the lamp-post 
by the road-sign.

If you take Sandy Lodge Lane, you will arrive 
(in 1.2km) at Moor Park station, on the Watford, 
Amersham and Chesham branches of the 
Metropolitan Line.

Cross Hampermill Lane, and follow 
its left-hand pavement. After two 

chevron signs, and before the third, turn left 
off  the road. Do not take the footpath ahead, 
but turn right on the path signed to Ebury Way. 

6.4

Hamper Mill

Ebury Way
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This path leads, beneath road level, to the 
access road to Hamper Mill.

Continue north on the footpath across the 
River Colne and the mill-race, then past 
Hampermill Lake on your left. Ascend 
past Brightwells Farm, crossing beneath 
the high-voltage power lines which have 
been your companion on the left since you 
emerged onto Hampermill Lane, to reach a 
railbed which is now a footpath and (caveat 
ambulator) a cycle track. This is the Ebury 
Way.

The Ebury Way is a local trail which uses the 
trackbed of the Watford and Rickmansworth 
Railway to link these two towns. The railway 
was never a success and closed in 1952.

Turn left and descend to trackbed level; 
continue ahead along the trackbed, passing 
the King George V playing fi elds on the right. 
About 750m after you join the Ebury Way, a 
clear path goes off  to the right, signposted 
Cassiobury Park.

This path runs due north, and will take you (via Ascot Road) to a large 
budget hotel and inn (and buses for Watford and Rickmansworth). 
From here, go over to the larger roundabout and follow signs for 
Rickmansworth to reach the end of this section by a short cut.

For the full experience, though, continue on the Ebury Way, under 
a road bridge. The path will soon come up against the edge of a 
road on the left. As the route drifts away from the buildings on the 
right, take a path on the right. There is a white building on your left: 
the path entrance is opposite its narrower middle section.

This path leads you onto the open expanse of Croxley Common 
Moor. It starts off  beside the hedge on the right, but after 150m, bears 
left of a seat (taking a west-north-westerly line) to pass through a 

gap in the trees ahead. 
It then makes out 
north-west to reach a 
bridge over the River 
Gade and the Grand 
Union Canal. Once 
over the canal, turn 
right to pass Common 
Moor Lock.

Just beyond the lock, 
its access road turns 
to the left, away from 
the canal. If you take 

Croxley Common Moor

Former railway bridge over 
the canal near Croxley Green 
station (as was the terminus)
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6.5

this path for 300m, you will reach the road at Croxley station 
(Metropolitan Line, Watford branch) with its att endant shops, cafés, 
and buses serving Rickmansworth and Watford.

Continue ahead, dropping to towpath level. Follow 
the towpath with the canal on your right, round a left-

hand bend. You will pass beneath an old railway bridge, then go 
underneath Rickmansworth Road, to reach the end of this section.

The railway bridge carried a branch off  the Watford and 
Rickmansworth Railway, which struggled on until 1996 linking 
Croxley Green station (here) with Watford, when the dualling of 
Ascot Road, and the need to demolish the bridge over the road, 
performed the coup de grace for the line.

If you rise to the left here to road level, you will fi nd a bus stop: 
this has services to Watford. Across the street, and beyond the 
roundabout on your right, the bus stop serves Rickmansworth. 
Note that the 724 service between Heathrow and Harlow also stops 
at these bus stops, giving direct links to Uxbridge and St Albans 
(and points farther east). Londoners should note that Oystercards 
and other TfL tickets are not valid on these services.


