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CARD
NW7

Two Bridges
to

Kings Langley

Start Two Bridges — WD3  5RU

Finish Kings Langley station (London and North Western Railway) — WD4  8LL

Distance 6.83km

Duration 1 hour 25 minutes

Ascent 29.8m

Access Watford and Croxley stations (both Metropolitan Line, Watford branch) 
each 1.2km distant from start of section. Kings Langley station (London and 
Northwestern Railway) at end of section. Buses at start of section. Buses 600m 
distant at end of section.

Facilities None on the route: pub and shop nearby at Hunton Bridge en route.

7.1 Two Bridges, on A412. 0m

7.2 Follow towpath on L bank of canal, crossing to R bank at bridge 166. 2850m

7.3 At Grove Mill Lane, follow towpath on R bank of canal, crossing to L bank 
at bridge 163; under M25 spur and A41.

2370m

7.4 From Hunton Bridge, follow towpath on L bank of canal; under M25 to 
bridge carrying Home Park Mill Link Rd

1610m
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This section starts at Two 
Bridges, on the A412 between 

Watford and Rickmansworth.

Local buses connect bus stops nearby 
with Watford and Rickmansworth, as 
does the 724 express service between 
Harlow and Heathrow, via Hertford, 
St Albans and Uxbridge. Londoners 
should note that these services do not 
accept Oystercards or other TfL tickets.

Set off  northwards from the 
A412 on the Grand Union 

Canal towpath, with the canal on your 
right. Pass underneath the Metropolitan 
Line to reach Cassiobridge Lock, in 
Cassiobury Park.

This park is mentioned in the Domesday 
Book as a possession of St Albans 
Abbey, and a mansion was built in 
the sixteenth century. Since the early 
part of the twentieth century, the park 
has been managed by Watford’s local 

government. There are facilities for team sports and for general 
recreation. The park has a miniature railway and a café.

Pass beneath bridge 168 (noting the iron strengtheners at the 
pathside corners of the bridge, added to stop the draught-ropes 
from sawing away at the bricks, and subject to their own slower 
rope-etchings), then enjoy 900m of uninterrupted towpath all the 
way to Iron Bridge Lock beyond.

If you are in need of sustenance, you may decide to take a short 
detour, crossing the canal by the bridge, and then the River Gade by 
another bridge. Ahead are the café, toilets and miniature railway of 
Cassiobury Park. Return by the same route to regain the towpath.

Continue north on the towpath, 
passing two more locks. The 
towpath then rises and crosses 
the canal on bridge 166.

Continue now with the canal 
on your left to bridge 165, 
carrying Grove Mill Lane.

If you curl up to the right 
after passing under Grove 
Mill Lane and turn left (i.e., 
not over the bridge), you will 
reach Hempstead Road about 
250m away, where there are 

7.1

7.2

Metropolitan Line viaduct 
from Two Bridges

Bridge in Cassiobury Park
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buses on the route between Watford and Aylesbury. 
Londoners should note that these services do not 
accept Oystercards or other TfL tickets.

Continue on the towpath, round a bend to 
the left, then a right-hand bend, then under 

bridge 164, an impressive structure which carries the 
eastern access road to The Grove.

The Grove is now a luxury hotel with the obligatory 
golf course att ached (the hotel has hosted G20 and 
Bilderberg summits), but has a long history. Bronze 
Age, Roman and Saxon sett lements have been 
discovered, and the fi rst reference to a mansion is 
found in the late thirteenth century. From then until 
the middle of the eighteenth century, the estate 
passed through several families, each passing it on 
after death without issue. It became the home of 
the Earls of Clarendon, and was sold after the Great 
War. It was requisitioned as a railway headquarters 
building during the Second World War, after which 
it was a management training centre for British Rail. 
It became a hotel at the end of the twentieth century.

Continue round another right-hand bend to bridge 
163, where the towpath crosses over to the other bank of the canal. 
Continue, the canal now on your right, past another lock, and 
underneath the M25 spur.

Originally, the road was built as part of the Watford and 
Rickmansworth by-pass, itself forming part of the North Orbital 
Road linking the A40 and the A41. When the M25 came to fruition, 
it incorporated the North Orbital Road between what became 
junctions 17 and 19 of the motorway. The spur between this point 
and junction 19, and particularly the link road between junction 17 
and Maple Cross, hold the remaining archaeological evidence of the 
road’s pre-motorway 
history.

Beyond the M25 spur, 
the towpath continues, 
passing underneath the 
A41, which originally 
ran between London 
and Birkenhead. Pass 
Hunton Bridge Lock, 
to arrive at bridge 162, 
which carries Bridge 
Road, Hunton Bridge.

If you exit up to bridge 
level and turn left, you 
will reach Watford 

7.3

Spillway to regulate the 
level of the canal, which is 

fed from the River Gade

Grove Hall Bridge
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Road, where buses connect with Watford, Hemel Hempstead, and 
Aylesbury. Londoners should note that these services do not accept 
Oystercards or other TfL tickets. Local shops and hostelries lie on 
the east side of the bridge, on the far side of the canal.

Continue along the towpath, coming close to the railway 
embankment across the canal, then moving away from it. 

Pass beneath the M25’s Gade viaduct to reach a pair of bridges. This 
section ends here.

If you need to make use of the bus services between Watford and 
Aylesbury (Londoners should note that these services do not accept 
Oystercards or other TfL tickets), climb to Home Park Mill Link 
Road and go off  left (west) to the roundabout on the main road, 
where you will fi nd the bus stops. Kings Langley station (London 
and Northwestern Railway) is off  to the right, then right at the 
T-junction. The town centre of Kings Langley is some distance from 
the route.

The Hertfordshire Way crosses the road bridge above. This route 
of around 300km tours the county in a loop: from its nominal start-
point at Royston, it skirts Stevenage, passes through St Albans, 
turns at Tring station, before reaching Kings Langley. Here, it takes 
Home Park Mill Link Road over the canal (using the bigger bridge), 
and turns north on Station Road. It then passes north of Watford to 
Pott ers Bar and Cuffl  ey, before turning north to Hertford, then via 
Thundridge to Bishop’s Stortford and Barkway to regain Royston. 
For details of this route, see the website of the Friends of the 
Hertfordshire Way (https://www.fhw.org.uk/).

7.4


