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CARD
NW8

Kings Langley
to

Hemel Hempstead

Start Kings Langley station (London and North Western Railway) — WD4  8LL

Finish Hemel Hempstead station (London and North Western Railway) — HP3  9BQ

Distance 6.30km

Duration 1 hour 19 minutes

Ascent 37.7m

Access Kings Langley station at start of section, Hemel Hempstead station at end of 
section, and Apsley station en route (all London Northwestern Railway). Buses at 
start of section, at end of section and at Apsley en route.

Facilities Pub at end of section. Shops and pub at Apsley en route.

8.1 Home Park Mill Link Road, Kings Langley. 0m

8.2 Follow towpath to Apsley marina. 2860m

8.3 Follow towpath to Station Road, Hemel Hempstead; bear L across Boxmoor 
to stn.

2340m

Connecting routes 
at end of walk:

Grand Union Canal, northwards to Birmingham.
Chiltern Way, northwards and southwards.
Also, note that the Hertfordshire Way crosses route at Kings Langley.
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This section starts at Home Park Mill Link Road, on the 
south side of Kings Langley.

Buses, connecting Watford, Hemel Hempstead and Aylesbury, run 
along the main road to the west of the start point; Kings Langley 
station is on the east side.

From the bridge at Home Park Mill Link Road, take the 
towpath past a lock (with the canal on your right). Across 

the canal, modern offi  ces give way to modern houses as you make 
your way northwards. On your left, there is a lake, and then some 
allotment gardens. At the next bridge rise to road level (Water 
Lane), cross the canal, and take a path down to your left to reach 
the towpath again, this time with the canal on your left. You will 
then pass, on your right, the remaining canalside industry of Kings 
Langley. On the right, there now appears an open area, known as 
Primrose Hill.

You could, if in dire need, cross the fi elds to the road, and turn 
right, to fi nd a sandwich shop (serving the industrial units, so only 
open till 3pm, Saturday mornings only, and closed on Sunday). 
But about 30-40 minutes ahead, there are much more convenient 
options.

Beyond Primrose Hill fi elds, there is another batch of industrial 
premises on the right, followed by a lake. The canal then passes 
beneath the West Coast Main Line. At the next road bridge, cross to 
pick up the towpath on the other side of the canal, the water now 
on your right. After about 700m, cross back by a bridge to the north-
eastern bank, and advance to Apsley Marina.

At this modern development, there are restaurants and a 
supermarket: across the canal (and accessible by a bridge) is the 
Paper Mill pub (its name a reminder of the previous industry in the 
Gade valley.

If you pass to the left of the pub, you will emerge onto the main 
road opposite Apsley station. There are buses from here to Watford, 

8.1

8.2

Swans on the canal
at Kings Langley
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Hemel Hempstead, 
and Aylesbury.

On the southern 
side of the canal, 
covering an area 
which encompasses 
today’s pub and the 
huge retail park next 
to it, was Apsley Paper 
Mill. There had been a 
watermill here at the 
time of the Domesday 
Book, and the fi rst 
paper was produced 
here in 1778. By the end of the nineteenth century, the Apsley site 
(now owned by John Dickinson) had concentrated on producing 
stationery from paper made at the company’s other sites. The 
products included envelopes, cards and railway tickets. The mill 
closed in 1990.

A short distance to the north, on the far side of the retail park, a paper 
museum (https://www.thepapertrail.org.uk/) has been established: it 
is open to visitors on Mondays to Fridays and on the fi rst Sunday 
of the month.

Continue on the towpath beyond the marina, with the 
canal still on your left (cross back over if you have visited 

the pub). Pass a lock, then, just before the next lock, pass beneath a 
concrete footbridge.

Beyond the bridge, there are steps leading up to it: this is the most 
convenient link point to the retail park across the canal: there is a 
large supermarket here.

After leaving the lock behind, cross over at the next bridge to pick 
up the towpath on the other side of the canal, the water now on 
your right. Pass beneath Durrants Hill Road, and take the broad left 
bend to reach the next bridge, Two Waters Way.

The centre of Hemel Hempstead is off  to the right here: it is about 
500m to the Magic Roundabout, and the shopping centre, with bus 
station, is beyond the roundabout.

Follow the towpath beyond to the next bridge (Station Road), which 
crosses the canal at an angle. Just beyond the bridge, go through a 
gate on the left, and follow a path across Boxmoor, bisecting the angle 
between road and canal. This path crosses the River Bulbourne by a 
footbridge, and continues to reach the main road at a petrol station.

Turn right along the road, then use the refuge ahead to cross to 
the left-hand pavement. There is a pub on the left, then Hemel 
Hempstead station forecourt, where this walk ends.

8.3

Turnover bridge on the canal
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Hemel Hempstead station has frequent services to and from Euston, 
Watford, Milton Keynes, Northampton, Coventry and Birmingham; 
buses run from outside the station to Aylesbury, Watford and 
Chesham and Amersham (with bus connections for Uxbridge on 
Mondays to Saturdays and Metropolitan Line connections every 
day of the week).

The end of the route is the start of the Chiltern Way, a 271km 
loop route which takes in Holtspur (by Beaconsfi eld), Goring, 
Stokenchurch, Whipsnade, Sharpenhoe Clappers, the east side 
of Luton, and Flamstead. It is promoted by the long-established 
Chiltern Society: full details of the Way may be found on their 
website (https://chilternsociety.org.uk/the-chiltern-way/).


