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Introduction
It was only when our copy of Hillingdon People came through the door in mid-January 2019 that the 
Polish Air Force Heritage Trail registered with me. I read the referenced leafl et with interest, and 
decided that it could be an interesting walk, linking up the key Polish sites in the borough with 
diff erent types of Hillingdon landscape. Of course there would be streets involved — we are a London 
borough, after all — but Hillingdon boasts a varied landscape. Streets, lanes, parks, rough ground, 
woodland  about the only typical Hillingdon thoroughfare I have missed is the canal system (though 
there is the briefest of brushes with a canal feeder).

I made the fi rst recce on a January day which was made for the Scots word dreich: grey and drizzly. 
There was no incentive to stop and laze about: I just needed to get the route on the ground fi xed in 
my mind. I left Harefi eld on the bus to Uxbridge, arriving in time for a start at 0730. I fi nished at 
Northwood Hills at 1120, and was home by noon.

For normal people, though, this route is not a race against time. With not much ascent involved, the 
19km route can be accomplished in a day by many walkers — if they want to do so. But the route may 
be split into sections, stopped and started. The route description identifi es key bus stops and stations, 
eateries and shops. Indeed, the backdrop to the route demands contemplation, whether by a visit to 
the Batt le of Britain Bunker, silent contemplation at the Memorial or the cemetery, or just following the 
Polish airmen in having a pint in the Orchard.

There will be changes: as St Andrew’s Park arises out of the old RAF Uxbridge, the route between 
Uxbridge and the bunker will sett le down. Other alterations will happen too, whether from external 
change or second thoughts. For the Polish Air Force Heritage Trail’s walking route, we might reprise 
the words of Churchill:

Now this is not the end. It is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning.

I hope that this litt le route may serve to complement the trail as published by the London Borough of 
Hillingdon (www.hillingdon.gov.uk/polishtrail).

Iain Liddell
Harefi eld, 2019
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PAF
1

Uxbridge station
to

Polish War Memorial

Start Uxbridge station— UB8  1JZ

Finish Polish War Memorial — HA4  6QX

Distance 8.14km

Duration 1 hour 43 minutes

Ascent 60.3m

Access Station (Metropolitan and Piccadilly lines) at start of section. Buses at end of 
section, and at Oak Farm, Charville Lane, and West End Road en route.

Facilities All facilities at start of section. Shops at Oak Farm en route.

1.1 Uxbridge stn 0m

1.2 SE on High St to St Andrew’s rbt; come out onto E side of Hillingdon Road; 
L to gate; R through gate; ahead at rd to playgd on R; R through park to 
housing; L across footbridge and rise to gate at Batt le of Britain Bunker.

1520m

1.3 N from bunker; bear R at Hillingdon House, then R on St Andrew’s Rd to 
Vine Lane; L, then R (Sylvana Cl); pass to R of no. 28 to park; cross park to R 
of copse then between playgd and fi tness equipment to exit onto Court Dr; 
L to Long Lane, where L; cross to library.

1520m

1.4 R on Sutt on Court Rd to end; ahead on path bearing L at racetrack to end of 
Petworth Gdns; R on path, then L past fenced area, where R to clubhouse; 
half-R to Gainsborough Rd; cross, and follow Raeburn Rd to Charville Lane.

1640m

1.5 Cross Charville Lane, then L, following road past community centre and 
across the end of Langdale Dr; ahead to second Hillingdon Trail sign (to L), 
where R over Golden Bridge and L, following Sharvel Lane out to West End 
Rd; L along L pvt to refuge at Harvey Rd.

2900m

1.6 Cross West End Rd and turn L along R pvt to rbt; bear R then cross slips on 
E side of rbt; L and cross West End Rd to Polish War Memorial.

660m
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This section of the Polish Air Force 
Heritage Trail starts at Uxbridge 

Underground station, and ends at the Polish 
War Memorial, via the Batt le of Britain 
Bunker.

Uxbridge station is served by trains on the 
Metropolitan and Piccadilly Lines, and is the 
hub of local bus services.

On this section of the walk, you will fi nd all 
types of shops and restaurants in the vicinity 
of Uxbridge station. There are shops at Oak 
Farm, and a café in the exhibition area of the 
Batt le of Britain Bunker.

This section of the route is a mix of streets, 
parkland, lanes and fi eld paths; after a 
sustained period of dry weather, light trainers 

should suffi  ce. However, a good deal of the off -street walking can 
be muddy after rain. In such conditions, a pair of lightweight boots 
may prove a bett er option — at the very least, do not wear brand 
new trainers: they will never be fi t for polite company afterwards.

Set off  along High Street from the station in a south-
easterly direction (that is, turning left if you are coming 

out of the station building). Pass the library on your right, and 
continue to St Andrew’s Roundabout, just beyond the Civic Centre.

Descend to go through the roundabout, and come up at St Andrew’s 
Gate (with the sign for the Batt le of Britain Bunker}. Climb to the top 
of the steps (or use the ramp and double back). Pass across the front 
of the ceremonial St Andrew’s Gate, and turn right through the side 
gate onto a path. This leads to St Andrew’s Road: continue ahead 
past the fl ats on the right, until a gate gives access to Dowding Park.

Enter the park, and follow its right-hand side, passing a sports fi eld 
and then two hollows on your left to reach a path. Turn left on this 
path: where a path comes up from the right, take the smaller (right-
hand) of the two paths ahead, with an old brick building on your 

right (actually the remnants of the 
RAF Uxbridge rifl e range). Cross 
a bridge over the River Pinn, and 
rise to a road at the gateway to the 
Batt le of Britain Bunker.

The bunker is preserved as it was 
during the Batt le of Britain in 1940:
http://battleofbritainbunker.co.uk/
is the web address, and contains 
opening times and details of 
visits (including conducted tours 
of the underground bunker). The 
adjacent exhibition hall (with 

1.1

1.2

Departure from outside 
Uxbridge station

RAF rifl e range
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cafeteria) completes the visitor 
experience.

With your back to the 
bunker’s entry gate, 

walk along the road to reach the 
white-painted Hillingdon House, 
and continue along the road, 
bearing right, to reach Vine Lane: 
be sure to keep to the high ground 
with Jupiter Heights to your left.

Turn left onto Vine Lane and go 
past the American Community 
School, then turn right onto 
Sylvana Drive. At the loop at the 
end of the road, take the narrow 
path between numbers 27 and 28, out onto Hillingdon Court Park.

The school occupies Hillingdon Court, whose site was created in the 
nineteenth century by demolishing two properties on Vine Lane, 
on the instructions of Charles Mills (of Glyn, Mills bank), whose 
son became the fi rst Baron Hillingdon in 1886. The mansion was 
built during the 1850s, and after his ennoblement, Baron Hillingdon 
purchased almost 1300ha of land to use for his shooting pursuits. 
The Court’s adjacent parkland was purchased by the local authority 
in 1928 when the estate was sold following the Baron’s death. The 
mansion suff ered bomb damage during the Second World War.

Bear slightly right to cross the park, aiming just to the right of a big 
clump of trees (imaginatively named Big Clump on the Ordnance 
Survey map), then passing between a children’s playground (to 
your left) and a cluster of fi tness equipment (to your right), and 
bearing right to emerge onto Court Drive. Turn left to follow the 
left-hand pavement of Court Drive to its end on Long Lane.

Hillingdon Court Park

1.3

Batt le of Britain Bunker: 
exhibition hall and fl ags
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Turn left onto Long Lane. At the pedestrian crossing, pass to the 
other side of Long Lane at Oak Farm library.

The bus stops here are served by the U2 service: from the stop 
next to the library, buses run to Hillingdon Hospital and Brunel 
University London; for Hillingdon station and Uxbridge, use the 
stop a bit farther on from the library junction.

At the junction by the library, take Sutt on Court Road: 
this soon leads to a parade of shops (with a bakery and 

convenience shop, amongst other shops of lesser immediate interest 
to a walker). Pass the shops, and cross over at the roundabout to 
continue along Sutt on Court Road, all the way to the end of the 
street.

Take the tarmac path ahead, which bends gradually to the left as it 
passes through Home Covert. Pass a small brick building on the left 
to reach the end of Petworth Gardens.

Turn right to keep the street at your back, and take the left-hand of 
two paths, turning left almost immediately. This path soon follows 
a metal fence on your right: at the end, turn right to follow the fence, 
(and later a hedge) down to a clubhouse. Here, bear half-right to 
reach Gainsborough Road. Cross the road, and follow Raeburn 
Road ahead to its end on Charville Lane.

Up to the right on Charville Lane, you will see a pair of bus stops. 
The stop on the left (buses going uphill) is served by the U7 to 
Hillingdon Hospital, Brunel University London, and Uxbridge. The 
stop on the right has U7 buses to Hayes End, and 195 services to 
Hayes Town, Southall, Hanwell and Brentford.

Cross over Charville Lane and turn left. Follow the right-
hand pavement across the end of Bury Avenue and past 

the community centre. Keep straight ahead where Langdale Drive 
goes off  to the right: here, heralded by the No Through Road sign, 
Charville Lane narrows. Walk along the tarmac lane for about 
450m: just beyond a tall pole with a CCTV camera mounted, you 

will come to your fi rst meeting 
with the Hillingdon Trail, as it 
takes off  to the right, heading for 
Yeading and Cranford.

The Hillingdon Trail crosses the 
borough from its north-western 
extremity (on the towpath of 
the Grand Union Canal between 
Rickmansworth and Harefi eld) 
to Cranford Park in the south: it 
passes through Harefi eld, Ruislip 
Woods, and Ickenham Marsh to 
the north of this point, reaching 
Cranford Park via Yeading and 
southbound on the towpath of 

Golden Bridge across 
Yeading Brook

1.5

1.4
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the Paddington arm of the Grand Union 
Canal. In its 32km, the Hillingdon Trail 
samples all types of landscape to be found 
within the borough, and may be split into 
sections with convenient public transport 
links at Harefi eld, Ruislip Lido, Ickenham, 
North Hillingdon, Yeading and Hayes 
End. Full details of the Hillingdon Trail 
are at https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/walking 
on the borough website— the same page 
has links to other walking routes within 
the borough.

From this point southwards, the Hillingdon 
Trail is coincident with the circuit of the 
Dog Rose Ramble (London Borough of 
Ealing) as far as the canal, where the latt er 
turns to follow the towpath northwards 
as far as Northolt, before returning to this 
point via Islip Manor Park and Sharvel 
Lane.

Continue ahead for about 150m and you 
will come to the end of your short fi rst 
acquaintance with the Hillingdon Trail, 
as it turns off  left towards Ickenham and Harefi eld. At this point, 
turn right to cross an arched concrete bridge, known as the Golden 
Bridge. You are now following the Dog Rose Ramble clockwise.

This is an ancient crossing-point: in the past, it has been called 
Goldings Bridge. A survey of 1504 noted that the bridge was 
then “out of repair”. Charville Lane (whose name is rendered as 
Sharvel east of this point) was the main track between Uxbridge 
and Harrow, originally known as the Riggeway, since it kept to the 
higher ground. The current line of Western Avenue (the A40) to the 
north was not imposed on an existing road network.

Turn left after crossing the bridge, and follow the lane ahead. 
The path underfoot can be very muddy here after heavy rain or 
snowmelt. After a barrier is passed, the surface becomes a bit 
harder, eventually improving further. The lane runs out past the 
West London Shooting Centre onto West End Road.

Here, the Dog Rose Ramble crosses West End Road and continues 
in the same direction.

Do not follow the Dog Rose Ramble, nor cross the road at 
this point, but turn left and follow the left-hand pavement 

of the busy road — the track is shared with cyclists, leaving a rather 
narrow strip for pedestrians, so it has to be single-fi le order. After 
about 200m, you will see a bus stop across the road, then a few 
paces farther on, there is a pedestrian refuge in the road, with a bus 
stop ahead.

1.6

Sharvel Lane
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The E7 bus service links Ealing and Ruislip here.

Cross West End Road using the refuge, and turn left to continue 
on the right-hand pavement, with an area of grass to your right, 
separating the houses from the road. Do not be tempted to continue 
on the left-hand side of West End Road to the junction ahead: the 
only pedestrian route across the A40 junction takes the east side of 
the roundabout.

At the roundabout, bear right to reach the westbound slip-road 
coming off  the A40 below. Cross with care, then once over the main 
road, cross the eastbound sliproad onto the A40. Bear left to reach 
and cross West End Road by means of the triangular refuge, to reach 
the Polish Air Force Memorial (or, in common parlance and as the 
roundabout is named on the road signs, the Polish War Memorial).

The Memorial was unveiled in 1948, and was refurbished in 1994: the 
wall of memory now contains the names of more than 2000 Polish 
airmen killed between 1940 and 1945 while fl ying for the Allies. 
Details of the Memorial, and of the Polish Air Force contribution 
to the war eff ort, may be found at https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/
polishtrail on the borough’s website: the text is given in Polish and 
in English.

The E7 bus service links Ealing and Ruislip here. Walkers should 
note that there is no appreciable car parking opportunity nearby.

Polish Air Force Memorial: 
wall of memory
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PAF
2

Polish War Memorial
to

Ruislip, Orchard Inn

Start Polish War Memorial — HA4  6QX

Finish Ruislip, Orchard Inn — HA4  7DR

Distance 5.88km

Duration 1 hour 14 minutes

Ascent 42.1m

Access Buses at start and end of section. Tube at Ruislip Gardens and West Ruislip en 
route. Buses at Ruislip Gardens, Ickenham, and West Ruislip en route.

Facilities Pubs at end of section. Shops at West Ruislip en route.

2.1 Polish War Memorial 0m

2.2 L on West End Rd to crossing opposite Ruislip Gdns stn. 1650m

2.3 L on path next to Yeading Brook; continue with brook on L to Hillingdon 
Trail; R (not ahead) with Trail to and along Austin’s Lane; R on Ickenham 
High Rd to West Ruislip stn.

3690m

2.4 Continue on R pvt to Lysander Rd, where cross to L pvt to rbt, where cross 
Sharps Lane to Orchard Inn.

540m
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This section of the Polish Air Force 
Heritage Trail starts at the Polish 

War Memorial on West End Road at the A40, 
and ends at the Orchard Inn, Ruislip.

The E7 bus service, which links Ealing and 
Ruislip, stops at the Polish War Memorial.

On this section of the walk, you will fi nd a 
fi lling station shop on West End Road at the 
south-eastern corner of RAF Northolt, and 
shops at West Ruislip station. The Orchard 
Inn is (of course) at the end of the section, 
with the White Bear across the roundabout.

The fi rst and last parts of this section of the 
route follow town streets, while the middle 
section is on potentially muddy fi eld paths. 
We recommend a pair of lightweight boots, 
though sturdy trainers may suffi  ce in the 
driest of conditions. At the very least, do not 
wear brand new trainers: they will never be 
fi t for polite company afterwards.

From the war memorial, walk away 
from the roundabout on West End 

Road, using its left-hand pavement. You 
will pass Station Approach (for South Ruislip station — Chiltern 
and Central lines) and the main entrance to RAF Northolt before 
descending to the valley of Yeading Brook at the pedestrian crossing 
opposite Ruislip Gardens station.

The E7 bus follows the road between the war memorial and the 
station: it is a three-stop journey. Those contemplating hopping on 
a bus should know that the time to walk this stretch is exactly the 
inter-bus time — so if you can see a bus in front of you at the war 
memorial, you might as well walk.

Across the bridge beside 
the pedestrian crossing, 

turn off  left onto a path: do not 
go into Bedford Road. Yeading 
Brook will be fl owing directly on 
your left.

Look out for waterfowl on the 
brook, ranging from the common 
mallards to the white fl ash of a 
litt le egret. Overhead, hedgerow 
birds take seeds and insects, and 
small raptors foraging for the 
small mammals which live (and 
sometimes die) on the rough 
ground.

2.1

2.2
Polish Air Force Memorial

2.3
Entry to Ickenham Marsh 
from West End Road
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Paths branch off , but just keep as close to the bank of the brook as 
you can. The path is partly semi-hardened and partly unmade, and 
it can become quite muddy. Over to your left, the various residential 
and operational buildings of RAF Northolt fi ll the view.

Eventually, these buildings peter out: about 1.2km from the point 
where you left West End Road, you will come to an old gate on the 
left, with fallen trees and other entangling vegetation in front of it. 
This used to be an emergency access route onto the base, as you 
might infer from the straight-line path coming in from your right.

Continue ahead here. After you cross a footbridge and go through a 
metal barrier, you will come out onto a meadow at a wooden gate. 
This is where you are most likely to encounter standing water after 
rain. Here, the path veers slightly away from the river bank, but 
rejoins it at another gate, next to a footpath sign.

Go through the gate and turn right to join the Hillingdon Trail — 
details are linked at https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/walking — on its 
way towards Ruislip and Harefi eld.

Do not carry straight on along the Hillingdon Trail in the other 
direction (towards Yeading and Cranford), or else you will fi nd 
yourself back on Charville Lane at the Golden Bridge. 

Note, though, that you could use parts of the Polish Air Force 
Heritage Trail and the Hillingdon Trail to create a circular route 
taking in Gutt eridge Wood, Sharvel Lane, the Polish War Memorial, 
and Ickenham Marsh. The logical start point is probably Hillingdon 
Circus (and Tube station): with the walk in and out, that would lead 
to a 10km “circuit of RAF Northolt”.

The path leads out onto an enclosed track, and on to a road at the 
bend of Austin’s Lane and Glebe Avenue. Press ahead along Austin’s 
Lane to the end of the houses on the left-hand pavement, then cross 
to the right for the section of Austin’s Lane without a footway. On 

Junction with Hillingdon 
Trail on Ickenham Marsh
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the left, as you rise towards the railway bridge, you will see a gate 
which leads into a small park with a children’s playground.

If you need to get to Ickenham station, go through this park and, at 
the far end,  beside the Compass Theatre, take a path left to reach 
Lawrence Drive, where turn right. At the vehicle entrance to the 
Compass Theatre, steps lead up to the road adjacent to the station.

Continue along Austin’s Lane to reach High Road at a pub.

Across the road and to your left, there is a bus stop. If you feel the 
need to avoid the next kilometre of pavement, take the U1 or U10 
for three stops to the Sharps Lane stop … or, if you are on the U1, 
for four stops to the main gate of the Orchard Inn.

Turn to your right along High Road (that is, away from 
Ickenham), and follow its right-hand pavement up onto 

the railway bridge at West Ruislip station.

Continue down off  the bridge, and follow the right-hand pavement 
of Ickenham Road as far as Lysander Road. Use the refuge to cross 
the road, then follow the left-hand pavement up to the roundabout. 
The road on the left is Sharps Lane: cross it and  reach the former 
entrance to the garden of the Orchard Inn, right on the roundabout.

The current entrance to the inn is ahead on Ickenham Road, just 
beyond the bus stop. Buses here link Uxbridge and Ruislip (the 
latt er at the Tube station). Opposite the Orchard, the E7 service 
links back to Ruislip Gardens and the Polish War Memorial on its 
way to Ealing.

The White Bear Inn is also on the roundabout, off ering an alternative 
to the Orchard.

Orchard Inn

2.4
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PAF
3

Ruislip, Orchard Inn
to

Northwood Hills station

Start Ruislip, Orchard Inn — HA4  7DR

Finish Northwood Hills station — HA6  1NZ

Distance 4.98km

Duration 1 hour 7 minutes

Ascent 85.3m

Access Buses at start and end of section. Tube at Ruislip Gardens and West Ruislip en 
route. Buses at Ruislip Gardens, Ickenham, and West Ruislip en route.

Facilities Pubs at end of section. Shops at West Ruislip en route.

3.1 Orchard Inn 0m

3.2 Descend Sharps Lane on R pvt; at foot, ahead on path, branching R to cross 
meadow to Bury St; cross at pedestrian crossing and turn R.

890m

3.3 Take gap in hedge to cross next meadow to bridge; ahead on woodland path 
to end of Sherwood Ave; L along its full length and into Ruislip Woods; 
follow main path to bridleway crossing; over, then R on next path; at major 
path junction, half-L to climb to houses; L then R at communications mast; 
through L of two barriers and ahead to summit of Haste Hill; half-L across 
golf course, crossing a path; L at end and R on lane to cemy gate on R.

3030m

3.4 From cemy gate, Chestnut Ave, then R alongside allotments to Northwood FC; 
pass pavilion on L then cross rec ground to exit into Highland Rd; L, then 
bend R and R again; L on narrow path to Joel St; L to stn.

1060m
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This section of the Polish Air Force Heritage Trail starts 
at the Orchard Inn, Ruislip and ends at Northwood Hills 

station (Metropolitan Line).

The Orchard Inn was the preferred watering-hole for the Polish 
airmen while they were stationed at RAF Northolt.

At the beginning of the section there is the possibility of food and 
drink at (of course) the Orchard Inn; across the roundabout there 
is also the White Bear Inn. There are shops and restaurants at 
Northwood Hills at the end of the section.

From bus stops at the roundabout by the pub, services lead to 
Ruislip (E7 and U1), Ealing via the Polish War Memorial (E7), and 
Uxbridge (U1 and U10).

Much of this section is along the Pinn Meadow and in Ruislip 
Woods. We recommend a pair of lightweight boots, though sturdy 
trainers may suffi  ce in the driest of conditions. At the very least, 
do not wear brand new trainers: they will never be fi t for polite 
company afterwards.

From the roundabout, walk down Sharps Lane (that is, 
with the Orchard Inn on your right). At the bott om of the 

hill, there is a small roundabout: pass to the right of this, crossing 
Manor Road to your right, and then Sharps Lane after it has 
curved round the roundabout, to enter a narrow pathway ahead. 
The footpath passes a school on the left, and then opens out onto 
a meadow. Do not continue ahead across the brook towards the 
houses beyond, but branch right, then bend to the right. You will 
now cross the meadow with the brook over to your left to reach 
Bury Street at a pedestrian crossing. Cross the road and turn right.

3.1

3.2

Orchard Inn
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The bus stop ahead has services to Ruislip; 
in the other direction, buses run to Ruislip 
Lido (H13), and to Northwood, Harefi eld 
and (eventually) Uxbridge (331). It is 
faster to reach Uxbridge by bus to Ruislip 
station, and then to take the Tube.

Turn left through a gap in the 
hedge onto the next meadow.

You are now following the Celandine 
Route: this is a 20km walking route 
(which has been developed by the London 
Borough of Hillingdon) following the 
River Pinn. Details of the Celandine Route 
are to be found on the borough’s website. 
linked at https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/
walking — you will fi nd other local routes 
there too.

Cross the meadow to its far left-hand 
corner at another bridge over the Pinn.

At this point, you leave the Celandine 
Route, which continues with the river on 
its left, running upstream towards Pinner.

On the far side of the road and bridge, 
you will take a narrow (and often muddy) 
woodland path, to the right of the entry 
into Mead Way. This will bring you to the 
lower end of Sherwood Avenue, where 
the road ends in a turning circle. Ruislip Woods

3.3

Long bridge, Ruislip Woods
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Turn left and follow the left-hand pavement of Sherwood Avenue 
over Park Avenue and Broadwood Avenue, and on ahead as a path 
in  Ruislip Woods. About 200m into the wood, ignore a path which 
veers left, but keep to the main path as it bends slightly right. It 
later bends left to run just west of northwards to a broad bridleway 
running at right angles. Cross this bridleway, then (with a glimpse 
of the lake at Ruislip Lido ahead) turn right on a footpath which 
then bears slightly left and begins to climb. This path bends left to 
run northwards, then right to come to another major path junction.

Here, take the path half-left ahead of you, and continue to climb, 
bending to the left. Eventually, you will come to a ridge where the 
ground falls away steeply to your left, and modern houses can be 
seen ahead. Turn left to reach a communications mast, where turn 
right. Follow the fence on your right until you approach Wiltshire 
Lane: you will see two metal barriers ahead. Make for the left-hand 
barrier, and come out onto the lane.

The H13 bus terminus (with services to Ruislip) is off  to the right.

Cross Wiltshire Lane, keeping a gas station (no, not a petrol station, 
which dispenses liquids, not gases: this refers to natural gas) to 
your right. The path now rises gradually to the summit of Haste 
Hill. Ignore the path which goes off  to the right, and the one that 
carries straight on ahead (the latt er hugging the backs of gardens), Northwood cemetery:

war graves of several nations
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but rather bear half-left to descend towards Northwood across 
Haste Hill golf course.

After about 270m, you will come to the cemetery fence, where a 
path crosses. Carry straight on with the fence on your right, bearing 
left at an old building, then bearing right to join a lane. Soon, the 
Northwood Club is on your left, and the lane comes out at the gates 
(on your right) of Northwood cemetery.

The cemetery contains an area of war graves, along with service 
personnel from Britain and elsewhere, Polish airmen lie buried.

From the cemetery gates, walk 50m and turn to the right, 
out of Chestnut Avenue and along a lane. At fi rst, the 

lane passes some allotment gardens, and then continues to a sports 
pavilion: the ground of Northwood FC is on the right.

Pass the pavilion on your left to reach Northwood recreation ground. 
Cross to the exit onto Highland Road, skirting the right-hand edge 
of the playing fi eld if sporting activity is taking place, or if there 
is standing water on the ground. Leave the recreation ground and 
turn left into Highland Road, taking two right-hand bends (the latt er 
taking you into York Road) with the street. Look out for a granite 
slab on the left-hand pavement pointing you down a narrow lane 
towards Joel Street: at the other end, turn left to reach Northwood 
Hills station, and the end of the Polish Air Force Heritage Trail.

The Metropolitan line runs from Northwood Hills station: from 
outside the station, the 282 bus runs to Eastcote (for trains to 
Ruislip and Uxbridge), Northolt (for trains to Ruislip Gardens and 
West Ruislip) and Hanwell. Opposite the station, the 282 runs to 
Northwood and Mount Vernon Hospital.

There is a range of shops and restaurants on Joel Street.

It may be that Northwood station is a more convenient 
end-point for some walkers after leaving Northwood 

Cemetery, the last point of Polish signifi cance on the route: it is only 
about 250m farther than walking to Northwood Hills station. The 
route is all on streets.

Follow Chestnut Avenue all the way to Pinner Road.

From the bus stop on your right, routes 282 and H11 serve 
Northwood and Mount Vernon Hospital. The corresponding stop 
for Northwood Hills and beyond (282), and for Pinner and Harrow 
(H11) is round the corner on the right-hand side of High Street.

Turn left, then right onto High Street and left onto Hallowell Road’s 
left-hand pavement. Pass a church on the left, then just before 
another church, take a footpath down to the left to reach Station 
Approach, where tutn right to Northwood station.

Northwood station is on the Metropolitan line. From the bus stops 
on Station Approach, the 331 bus runs to Ruislip from the lower 
stop, and to Harefi eld and Uxbridge from the upper stop.

3.4

3.4a

Overleaf: Polish graves
and Lutyens Cross, 

Northwood Cemetery
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