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CARD
S1

Trafalgar Square
to

Herne Hill

Start Nelson’s Column, Trafalgar Square — WC2N  5DU

Finish Herne Hill Gate, Brockwell Park — SE24  9QG

Distance 8.21km

Duration 1 hour 42 minutes

Ascent 42.9m

Access Good public transport access throughout.

Facilities All facilities available throughout this section.

1.1 Nelson’s Column, Trafalgar Square 0m

1.2 Whitehall (R pvt); Horse Guards Parade; L on Horse Guards Rd; L on Gt 
George St; R and L round Parliament Sq; R on Abingdon St; L into Victoria 
Tower Gdns; L across Lambeth Bridge (R pvt); R on Albert Embkt; L on 
Black Prince Rd; L on Cleaver St to Kennington Park Rd.

3540m

1.3 R on Kennington Park Rd; enter Kennington Park; take W side to exit on 
Brixton Rd;  follow Brixton Rd to Brixton stn.

2850m

1.4 S on Brixton Rd to Windrush Sq; ahead on Eff ra Rd (L pvt); L on Brixton 
Water Lane; R into Brockwell Park; take NE side past lido to Herne Hill Gate.

1820m



1 – 2 Cardinal route – S © 2019-22 IG Liddell

The route of the walk 
starts at the foot of 

Nelson’s Column in Trafalgar 
Square, one of the most iconic 
spots in London.

Trafalgar Square was laid out 
from 1830, on land which used 
to be royal mews stabling for 
Whitehall Palace (which is down 
Whitehall on the left). Work 
began on the National Gallery in 
1832, and Nelson’s Column was 
erected in 1843 (the Landseer 
lions only arrived in 1867). The 

statue of King Charles I to the south of the square is the London 
zero-point for road distance measurement. Rather confusingly, the 
epicentre of road numbering for England and Wales is at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, next to St Martin le Grand, which was the headquarters 
of the General Post Offi  ce. The days of the post coaches may have 
passed, but the atavistic streak maintained the GPO at the heart of 
the road system.

Start off  by walking to the south-eastern corner of the 
Square, and cross via the equestrian statue of King 

Charles I to the top of the right-hand pavement of Whitehall, with 
Admiralty Arch on your right.

Admiralty Arch, completed in 1912, was commissioned by King 
Edward VII to commemorate the death of Queen Victoria. The 
central arch is used for ceremonial purposes, with the outer arches 
carrying pedestrian and vehicular traffi  c.

Keep to the right-hand pavement of Whitehall past the Whitehall 
Theatre and the Admiralty building as far as Horse Guards. Turn 
right through the arch (between the sentry horses if they are on 
duty) and cross the arena of Horse Guards Parade to the Guards 
Memorial on Horse Guards Road.

Turn left at the memorial: 
St James’s Park, with 
its quaint Duck Island 
Cott age and its pelicans, 
is on your right; on your 
left, the Mountbatt en 
statue is followed by the 
Churchill War Rooms.

Duck Island Cott age 
was built for the 
Ornithological Society 
of London as an offi  cial 
acknowledgement of the 
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Admiralty Arch and the 
equestrian statue of King 
Charles I, Trafalgar Square

Duck Island Cott age,
St James’s Park
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Society’s work in maintaining  the waterfowl in St James’s Park 
(amongst other works) on the island which was restored by John 
Nash in the 1820s. Almost inevitably, the sponsor was Prince Albert. 
The cott age now holds the offi  ces of the London Historic Parks and 
Gardens Trust, leased from the Crown at a peppercorn rent.

At the far end of Horse Guards Road, you will come out onto Great 
George Street.

Turn left here, then turn right and left to take the western and 
southern sides of Parliament Square. Turn right 
along the right-hand pavement of Abingdon 
Street, with the Palace of Westminster across the 
road. Pass the east end of Westminster Abbey and 
the statue of King George V on the right. In front 
of the statue, a sundial is laid into the pavement 
of Old Palace Yard: you must provide your own 
gnomon.

Cross Abingdon Street at the pedestrian crossing 
to the Peers’ Entrance of the Palace of Westminster, 
and continue on the left-hand pavement, past the 
Victoria Tower. Turn left to enter Victoria Tower 
Gardens to reach Auguste Rodin’s Burghers of 
Calais. Continue to the riverside, where turn right 
and, passing the Buxton Memorial Fountain, exit 
the gardens onto Lambeth Bridge.

Rodin’s Burghers of Calais bronze was originally 
cast for the town of that name: it references the 
six burghers who off ered, in 1347, to die if the 
besieging English army would spare the lives of its 
citizens. After an intercession by Queen Philippa, 
the six burghers’ lives were also spared, and the 
citizenry were left to get on with their lives. A 
further three casts were made, one of which was 
specifi cally for London. Rodin was invited to 
assist in the choice of location.

Sundial, Old  Palace Yard

Victoria Tower, Palace of 
Westminster, and Rodin’s 

Burghers of Calais
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The Buxton fountain was 
designed by SS Teulon 
(1812-1873) to honour the 
abolitionist MP, Thomas 
Fowell Buxton. It was 
originally placed in the 
corner of Parliament 
Square, and was moved 
to its current location in 
1957. Teulon was known 
for his complex designs 
and the use of polychrome 

brick in a career which spanned diff erent types of structure, but he 
is best known (if at all) for his Church of England work in urban 
and rural locations.

Cross the road to take the right-hand (that is, the upstream) 
pavement while crossing Lambeth Bridge, and then turn right onto 
Albert Embankment.

Pass the headquarters of the International Maritime Organisation, 
followed by the London Fire Brigade headquarters, then cross 

Albert Embankment at the pedestrian 
crossing. Turn right alongside the Fire 
Brigade building, then turn left onto Black 
Prince Road. Follow this street all the way 
to Kennington Road. Turn right along 
Kennington Road to Sancroft Street, where 
cross Kennington Road and then Kennington 
Lane by the pedestrian crossings. Continue 
ahead along Cleaver Street, then go through 
Cleaver Square, to emerge through the traffi  c 
barrier onto Kennington Park Road.

Kennington station (Northern Line) lies 
about 170m to your left, along Kennington 
Park Road.

Turn right, and follow the right-
hand pavement of Kennington 

Park Road. Using the crossing beyond the 
junction with Kennington Park Place, cross 
the road to enter Kennington Park by the 
gate on the corner.

Bear right within the park, and follow the 
path parallel to Kennington Park Road. Part-
way along, look for a stone memorial on the 
right.

This memorial commemorates more than 
100 civilians who were killed by a direct hit 
on the air raid shelter in which they were 

1.3

Lambeth Bridge, with 
the IMO headquarters 
prominent on the far side
of the river

Air raid memorial,
Kennington Park
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sheltering during the London Blitz . On the 
face of the stone is carved words by Maya 
Angelou:

History, despite its wrenching pain,
cannot be unlived,

but if faced with courage
need not be lived again.

Continue to the far end of the park, reached 
by where the path curls left (to take the 
corner) and reaches some tennis courts, then 
bears right to exit the park at the bott om of 
Brixton Road.

Oval station (Northern Line) is over to your 
right.

From here, the navigation of the next stretch 
is simple: just follow Brixton Road all the 
way to Brixton station.

At the corner of Mowll Street, the bulk of Christ Church takes the 
eye. It was rebuilt at the turn of the twentieth century to serve the 
growing population, the architecture being a mix of Art Nouveau 
and Byzantine Revival, all executed in London brick (with echoes 
of Westminster Cathedral in its use of red and yellow brick). The 
architect, Arthur Beresford Pike, was the brother-in-law of the vicar, 
William Mowll, whose evangelical churchmanship placed demands 
for diff erent architecture from the prevailing traditional Gothic. 
There had been a chapel on the site since 1820, fi rst independent, 
then absorbed as a chapel of St Mark’s church at the foot of the hill 
(now opposite Oval station). The exterior pulpit, 
again demanded by Mowll for his evangelical 
leanings, destroys the symmetry of the building 
and caused a family rift with the architect. The 
building is Grade II* listed.

On Mowll Street (formerly Chapel Street, until 
the vicar’s name was seen to need perpetuation), 
across the road from the church, there is a blue 
plaque to Max Wall, music-hall entertainer and 
the inspiration for John Cleese’s Ministry of 
Silly Walks in Monty Python’s Flying Circus.

There is a line of shops half-way up (all on the 
right-hand side), and higher up on the opposite 
side of Brixton Road, Max Roach Park (named 
after the American jazz drummer). The park has 
recently been revamped with fake castle ruins as 
part of its children’s play area. Beyond the park, 
the right-hand side of the road is populated 
with more shops: beyond the police station, you 
are in the commercial centre of Brixton.

Christ Church,
Brixton Road

Windrush Square, Brixton
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Pass beneath the rail bridges: Brixton station (Victoria Line) is then 
on your left-hand side.

Brixton rail station (Southeastern services) is signposted along 
Atlantic Road (between the rail bridges).

Continue southwards on Brixton Road —that is, turning 
left if you are exiting the station — until you reach 

Windrush Square on the left, just beyond the library. Keep to the 
left side of the road to take Eff ra Road (A204), rather than Brixton 
Hill.

Over to your right, on the far side of Brixton Hill, is the red-brick 
Edwardian Gothic Lambeth Town Hall, opened in 1908 by the Prince 
and Princess of Wales (later King George V and Queen Mary).  It 
is Grade II listed (a step lower in status than Grade II*, which is 
held by Christ Church, passed on Brixton Road, and St Matt hew’s 
church, which is situated immediately on your right, fi lling the gap 
between Brixton Hill and Eff ra Road as they bifurcate.

Built in 1822-24 to serve the fast-growing local population, 
St Matt hew’s church has a massive Doric frontage as seen when 
ascending Brixton Road. The congregation now inhabits only part 
of the building, other businesses having taken over the rest. John 
and Norma Major were married in this church in 1970.

Continue on Eff ra Road to Brixton Water Lane (there is a large 
supermarket across the road), where turn left (there is no entry for 
wheeled traffi  c). After 130m, you will fi nd on the right your entrance 
into Brockwell Park.

If Brockwell Park is sealed off  for one of its many paid-for events, 
just continue on Brixton Water Lane and turn right along Dulwich 
Road to reach the Herne Hill gate. 

About 120m after entering the park, take the path to the left, which 
contours the hill and leads eventually to Brockwell Lido, an Art 
Deco open-air pool which has survived the threat of closure.

Brockwell Park

1.4
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Brockwell Park surrounds Brockwell House, and was purchased 
for the public good in 1891. It off ers fi ne views across London, and 
boasts two cafés, at the lido and at the hall. There is also, among 
other entertainments, a miniature railway: the track is on the left of 
the path, and looks very vulnerable to damage.

Bear left beyond the lido, and descend towards the park gate. Before 
reaching the gate, though, take a path on the right. This leads past 
the miniature railway to reach the gate at Herne Hill.

For Herne Hill station (Southeastern and Thameslink services), exit 
the park, cross Dulwich Road by the crossing just to the left of the 
gates, and walk along Railton Road (no entry for wheeled traffi  c).


