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CARD
S2

Herne Hill
to

Penge West

Start Herne Hill Gate, Brockwell Park — SE24  9QG

Finish Penge West station (Overground and Southern) — SE20  8NU

Distance 7.91km

Duration 1 hour 51 minutes

Ascent 152.0m

Access Good public transport access throughout.

Facilities All facilities available throughout this section.

2.1 Herne Hill Gate, Brockwell Park 0m

2.2 Climb central path leading from gate, past hall to clock tower; L, and L, then 
R opp toilets; L on perimeter path and R to exit park; cross Norwood Rd and 
follow Rosendale Rd; L on Hawarden Rd; R on Croxted Rd; L on Turney Rd; 
R on Burbage Rd (R pvt); cross Gallery Rd at rbt; R on path to war meml; L, 
then R on College Rd to park gate.

2660m

2.3 Follow main carriageway E to barrier: continue on L fork past lake on R; R 
round head of lake; L, R and L to pick up main carriageway and exit; L to jct 
with Lordship Lane; R on Cox’s Walk; keep rly cutt ing to L; R onto Crescent 
Wood Rd; R on Sydenham Hill to Wells Park Rd.

2940m

2.4 E on Wells Park Rd; beyond Longton Ave, R into park; parallel to Longton 
Ave; at cross-paths, ahead to descend to and cross lake; rise to cross Longton 
Ave; Ormanton Rd; cross Westwood Hill; Charleville Circus; L on Crystal 
Palace Park Rd; R into park; L past lake on R; descend L through trees, then 
R to sports centre on R; L to gate; ahead beneath one rly to Anerley Park jct.

2280m
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The route of this section 
of the walk starts at the 

Herne Hill gate of Brockwell Park.

Brockwell Park surrounds 
Brockwell House, and was 
purchased for the public good in 
1891. It off ers fi ne views across 
London, and boasts two cafés, 
one at the lido (an Art Deco 
masterpiece) and the other at 
the House. There is also, among 
other entertainments, a miniature 
railway. Brockell Lido is situated 
in the north-east of the park

Start off  by walking away from the gate up the central of 
three paths. At the summit, you will see the hall over to 

your left: continue to the clock tower.

There is a café in the house, with toilets at the far end, near the clock 
tower.

At the clock tower, turn left, and left again, as if to pass the other 
side of the hall. Just past the outdoor tables of the café, though, turn 
right down a path which leads to the park’s perimeter path, where 
turn left. Take a right turn to reach a gate, and exit the park.

Cross Norwood Road by the pedestrian crossing, and continue 
ahead along Rosendale Road, keeping to its left-hand pavement. 
Pass beneath the railway to reach some shops.

There is a café at the corner of Guernsey Grove.

Across on the right-hand side of Rosendale Road, there is a large 
group of red-brick buildings. This is one of the estates of philanthropic 
social housing maintained by the Peabody Estate. George Peabody 
was an American philanthropist and social reformer on a par with 
Lord Shaftesbury, Angela Burdett -Coutt s and Charles Dickens.

Having fi rst pursued the 
concept of aff ordable 
education in the southern 
states of the USA after 
the Civil War, he turned 
to the bett erment of the 
poor in his adopted home 
of London, and built 
estates of sustainable and 
aff ordable housing. His 
work continues today 
in the operation of the 
housing trust which bears 
his name.

2.1

2.2Brockwell House

Rebirth, Brockwell Park
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Cross the end of Guernsey 
Grove, and continue to the end 
of the row of shops on your left. 
Here, turn left into Hawarden 
Road, following it to its far end 
at Croxted Road. Turn right, 
go under the railway, then take 
the fi rst road on the left (this is 
Turney Road), and pass beneath 
another railway. Turn right into 
Burbage Road, and follow it to a 
roundabout, keeping to its right-
hand pavement.

Turn right into Gallery Road at 
the roundabout. Cross the road 
at a pedestrian crossing, and 
take a path ahead, which leads 
to the war memorial. Beyond the 
memorial, turn right onto College 
Road to reach, on the left, the entrance to Dulwich Park.

As you cross Gallery Road, Dulwich Picture Gallery is on your 
right. The Gallery was designed by Sir John Soane, and holds a 
large collection of Old Masters from the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries. It showcases more modern works in a wide-ranging 
programme of exhibitions. There is a café on site.

From the park gates, North Dulwich station (Southern services) is 
900m to the north, via Dulwich Village’s shops, cafés, restaurants, 
and the Crown and Greyhound pub, which has been a magnet for 
poets and poetry readings for many years.

Throughout the park, you will be following the Green Chain Walk: 
the signposts should be of assistance to you in navigation.

Enter the park, and follow the main carriageway until it 
forks at a pair of traffi  c barriers. Take the left fork, but do 

not swing to the north-east. Instead, follow the Lake signpost to 
take a right fork off . This continues 
ahead to reach a small lake on 
your right. At the head of the lake, 
bear right to follow its eastern 
edge. Before the path bends 
to follow the lake’s southern 
edge, turn left, then right at the 
next junction, to reach the main 
southern carriageway. Turn left, 
and follow the carriageway out to 
the Rosebery gate.

Turn left along the busy road (it is, 
in fact, the South Circular Road), 

2.3

Edward Alleyn, founder of 
Dulwich College

Rosebery Lodge,
Dulwich Park
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crossing to the right-hand pavement at a refuge. 
Follow the road past a cricket club until you are 
a few paces from the junction with Lordship 
Lane: here, you will turn right on Cox’s Walk 
(still following the Green Chain Walk signs).

Lordship Lane contains many opportunities for 
refreshment, and there are several bus routes 
which serve the stops in the vicinity.

Ascend Cox’s Walk. Where it bends to the right, 
you will have a former railway cutt ing on your 
left.

You are approximately at the site of Lordship 
Lane station on the line between Nunhead and 
Crystal Palace. This station was made famous 
by its appearance in one of Camille Pissarro’s 
fi nest small paintings of this part of London. 
Pissarro (1830-1903) was born in the Danish 
West Indies (now the US Virgin Islands), and 
was one of the foremost Impressionist painters. 
His Danish nationality forced him to leave 
France at the outbreak of the Franco-Prussian 

War, and he sett led in Norwood. He painted scenes of other parts 
of the metropolis in later years, but his London paintings, and his 
London reputation, are centred around the areas of Sydenham, 
Norwood and Dulwich. The line ran from Nunhead to “Crystal 
Palace High Level and Upper Norwood” station, making the station 
name almost as long as its tenure on the network. It closed in 1954.

After a short time, you will see a signpost which points you down to 
the left, then right onto the trackbed of the old railway. Follow this 

almost as far as the blocked-up tunnel portal, 
where you leave the trackbed by a path to 
the right. This path turns left and ascends 
with zigzags to reach  Crescent Wood Road. 
When you reach the road, turn right, keeping 
to the right-hand pavement, until you reach 
the Wood House pub on your left.

Here, on the right, a path leads down 
to Sydenham Hill station (Southeastern 
services), but this facility cannot be 
recommended to create a break-point on the 
route: the steep climb to start the next day’s 
walking would be just too soul-destroying 
for words.

At the junction by the pub, turn 
right, then immediately left into 

Wells Park Road. Follow its right-hand 
pavement, past the access to another part of 

2.4

Acending Cox’s Walk

Sydenham Wells Park:
the current route keeps
to the right of this view
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the railway walk towards Crystal Palace, as far as Longton Avenue. 
Just beyond Longton Avenue, take the gate on your right to enter 
Sydenham Wells Park.

Bear right within the park to follow a perimeter path parallel to 
Longton Avenue, but bear left before the gate onto Longton Avenue, 
advancing in a descent towards the centre of the park. Once on this 
southerly trajectory, do not swing left towards a play area, but 
descend past a formal garden on your left to reach a lake on your 
left. Bend left with the lakeside, then take a path on your right (if 
you reach a tennis court up on your right, you have gone too far), 
out onto Longton Avenue at the southern end of the park.

Cross Longton Avenue, and walk up Ormanton Road, continuing 
ahead on a path to reach Westwood Hill. Cross, and take Charleville 
Circus ahead, following the central circle round to the right, then 
turning right to come out onto Crystal Palace Park Road. Cross the 
road and turn left down the right-hand pavement. After 100m, turn 
tight to enter Crystal Palace Park.

The key att raction of the park is, of course, the site of the Crystal 
Palace (see below), but the vicinity was home to both Marie Stopes 
and Émile Zola (who fl ed here after the fi restorm in France which 
followed publication of his open lett er about the Dreyfus case, 
J’accuse).

The Crystal Palace was rebuilt at the summit of the park in 1854 after 
being dismantled at its fi rst (and deliberately temporary) home in 
Hyde Park as part of the Great Exhibition of 1851. It was 564m long 
and 39m high, made of cast iron and plate glass. It was designed 
by Joseph Paxton, the head gardener of the Duke of Devonshire’s 
home at Chatsworth House, near Bakewell in the Peak District of 
Derbyshire. Amongst its features were the fi rst major incorporation 
of public toilets into such a project, and water towers designed by 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel, to hold reservoirs of water to power 
the fountains below. Curiously, one of several possible redesigns of 

Remains of the Terrace, 
Crystal Palace Park
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the Palace (on its relocation 
from South Kensington) was 
to build it upwards, rather 
like a proto-Shard. The fi rst 
high wind would have soon 
destroyed it in that design, 
given the constraints of 
the technology of the era 
(think, for example, of the 
Tay Bridge Disaster some 25 
years later).

After the Great Exhibition, 
the Crystal Palace was 
redesigned for its new 

home at Penge Place, but using the original materials. The new 
Crystal Palace was used for many and varied exhibitions and 
events, including a Shakespeare tercentenary festival and a series 
of Handel music festivals which included, for the centenary of his 
death, a performance of Messiah for 2765 singers and an orchestra of 
460. There were (separate) receptions for Garibaldi and the Shah of 
Persia, and even Charles Blondin walked and somersaulted on his 
tightrope inside the building, 20m off  the fl oor. It was the site of the 
Festival of Empire in 1911, was requisitioned for Navy use during 
the Great War (and was jocularly called HMS Crystal Palace), and 
after the Great War, it became the fi rst location of the Imperial War 
Museum.

On the night of 30 November 1936, the building was comprehensively 
destroyed by fi re, lighting up a fair proportion of the Home Counties 
in the process. It was underinsured (as were so many buildings of 
its era), and so could not economically be rebuilt. Sporadic pipe-
dreams of rebuilding the Palace have surfaced, but none has ever 
managed to reach a serious drawing-board, let along make a start 
on the reconstruction. All that remains is the building’s footprint, 
with a few of the bases for the columns, and minor (generally 
vandalised) statuary in the immediate surroundings.

Today, Crystal Palace Park is a major green lung for London and for 
Londoners’ recreation: its east-facing slope off ers diff erent views 
from other parks in the area.

Before the building of Wembley Stadium, the FA Cup Final was held 
at a stadium in the park between 1895 and 1914, on the ground now 
covered by the National Sports Centre. The athletics track at the 
Sports Centre was used to fi lm the scene in the original version of 
The Italian Job fi lm, in which Sir Michael Caine utt ered the immortal 
words, “You were only supposed to blow the bloody doors off !”.

Crystal Palace Bowl hosted open-air concerts during the 1970s 
(Pink Floyd, Roxy Music and the Beach Boys were among the artists 
to play the Bowl), but the idea fi zzled out, probably for reasons 
connected with the vagaries of the weather and the increasing safety 

Crystal Palace Bowl
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requirements. At the lower end of the park, dinosaur models from 
1854 still grace the lakeside below the Sports Centre.

Once in the park, turn left along a broad path. After 60m, take a 
smaller path which forks to the left. About 200m ahead, do not go 
towards the park exit on your left; keep to its perimeter path past 
a kindergarten. Continue ahead to the end of the path, where turn 
left and exit the park at the gate. Cross the end of Thicket Road at 
the refuge, and then take the right-hand pavement of High Street 
towards the railway bridge. Go under the bridge, and continue 
towards a second bridge. Just before this bridge, Anerley Park goes 
off  to the right.

This point marks the end of this section.

At the Bridge House pub, Penge West station (Overground and 
Southern services) may be reached by walking up Anerley Park to 
the right.


