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CARD
S4

Lloyd Park, Croydon
to

Godstone Road

Start Croydon, Lloyd Park — CR0  5RA

Finish Godstone Road — CR8  5AT

Distance 8.10km

Duration 2 hours 2 minutes

Ascent 205.9m

Access Tram at start of section. Bus at end of section. Buses at Croham Road, Upper 
Selsdon Road, and Sanderstead en route.

Facilities Café at start of section. Shops and café at Sanderstead en route.

4.1 Lloyd Park tram stop 0m

4.2 N to pavilion; R across fi eld to path near tram tracks; through trees; R across 
tracks; L, joining Coombe Rd to Conduit Lane, where R; through woods to 
Croham Rd.

2280m

4.3 Cross Croham Rd; take golf club access then path to R of clubhouse; ascend 
to top of Breakneck Hill; L on ridge path; in woodland, descend and bend R; 
descend to Upper Selsdon Rd.

2630m

4.4 L on Upper Selsdon Rd; R on Arkwright Rd and ahead on Church Way; L 
on path beyond 61 Church Way to summit of Sanderstead Plantation; S to 
Addington Rd, where R. Cross at pedestrian crossing, then L at rbt along 
Limpsfi eld Rd past shops.

2360m

4.5 R at far end of rec gd; L at old pavilion to car park; R to pick up footpath to 
Mitchley Hill; cross and take path to R of houses; bear R with main path to 
climb to fi eld level; keep fi eld on L along two sides; R on woodland path and 
L on broad path to school; L along path with school on L to Loop sign; R to 
descend to gate; through gate and L on descending path; over rly and down 
to Godstone Rd; L to Old Barn Lane.

1510m
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This section begins at the Lloyd 
Park tram stop, on Coombe 

Road in Croydon.

Lloyd Park takes its name from Frank 
Lloyd, whose father founded the Sunday 
News and Daily Chronicle newspapers: 
the family home was Coombe House 
(previously the home of the brothers of 
William Harvey, who demonstrated the 
process of blood circulation in the body). 
Before his death in 1927, Frank Lloyd 
had been in discussions with the local 
authority about donating some land for 
playing fi elds; after his death, his daughter 
turned the land over to public ownership. 
The park covers 46ha and has a range of 
landscapes from the managed to the wild.

There is a café in the pavilion, and public 
toilets.

If the tram service is for any reason 
suspended (for example, weekend 
engineering works), the most convenient 
route to the start-point is to walk the 
Vanguard Way from East Croydon station.

Cross the road (and the tram tracks) from 
the station and bear left towards the bus station. Before reaching the 
bus station, bear right onto Altyre Road, following the signs for the 
Courts. Walk all the way down the right-hand pavement of Altyre 
Road to the courts at the far end.

Cross Barclay Road by the light-controlled pedestrian crossing; on 
the other side of the crossing, pass the pillar box to enter Fairfi eld 
Path. Follow its left-hand pavement, which soon becomes an 
enclosed path.

Cross The Avenue, and continue on the path ahead, which merges 
onto Cotelands, passing a school on the right. At the T-junction, turn 
right, then left into St Bernard’s. At the end of this street, take the 
path straight ahead to reach Park Hill Road. Cross at the pedestrian 
crossing, and turn right. Take a path off  to the left (just beyond the 
fi rst lamp-post) to reach Reynolds Way, where turn right. After 
passing the fi rst block of three-storey houses with integral ground-
fl oor garages, turn right on a downhill path.

This path crosses Brownlow Road, then passes beneath the tram 
tracks, crosses Larcombe Close, and emerges onto Lloyd Park 
Avenue opposite a bowling green. Turn left, then right to follow 
the bowling green fence, then bear slightly right (that is, in a south-
easterly direction) to reach the entrance to the car park and the 
pavilion café.

4.1

The path through
Coombe Woods
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The tram stop is at the other end of the car park access road: if 
you are continuing with the route, continue across the front of the 
pavilion buildings.

From the tram stop, walk up the car park access road, 
passing the barrier on your left, to come out onto the 

playing fi elds at the pavilion.

Walk the length of the pavilion buildings (on the playing-fi elds 
side), then bear right, making for a gap in the trees near the tram 
tracks. Go through the gap, then pass to the right of a solitary tree 
where you have a clear view of the tracks on your right. Keep your 
eyes peeled for a litt le path which goes off  to the right: you should 
see the barrier at the tram tracks. Cross the tracks, and turn left on 
a path: it eventually comes out onto Coombe Road. Climb the hill 
on the left-hand pavement, crossing to the right-hand pavement at 
a refuge beyond the entrance to Coombe Lodge (on the right) and 
The Cedars school (on your left).

Turn right onto Conduit Lane: where it ends, go forward past the 
traffi  c barrier on a path through Coombe Woods. Do not bear right 
into the Central Nursery. Follow the path through the woods, which 
descends after a left-hand bend to 
a point where the Vanguard Way 
contours off  to the left. Here, leave 
the Vanguard Way and descend 
to Croham Road.

Take the access road 
for Croham Hurst golf 

club opposite; when you reach 
the main car park, take the path 
which squeezes to the right of a 
chain-link fence. This path climbs 
steadily, fi rst with the golf course 
on the left. Cross a bridleway and 
continue to climb until you reach 
the top of Breakneck Hill, with 

4.2

4.3

View to SE from
Breakneck Hill

Summit of Sanderstead 
Plantation, and of Croydon
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extensive views ahead. At the top of the hill, 
turn left and follow the clear path along the 
ridge, passing the marker for a barrow on 
the left.

The path continues past the open land into 
woodland, and begins to descend. Ignore 
a path off  to the left, but descend steadily, 
trending right: your fi nal descent will be in 
a south-westerly direction. Take the zigzag 
path at the bott om to reach Upper Selsdon 
Road at a bus stop.

Cross the road and turn left, 
passing the bus stop’s natural 

pair, to reach Arkwright Road on the right. 
Turn right on Arkwright Road and follow it, 
using the left-hand pavement. At a junction  
with fl owers planted in the middle, keep to 
the left-hand pavement on Arkwright Road, 
continuing ahead into Church Way. Just 
beyond 61 Church Way, turn left on a narrow 
path signposted to Sanderstead Plantation. 
Beyond the houses, this path makes its way 

through woodland: keep taking the higher option at any branching 
path, until you reach the summit.

This is the highest point in the London Borough of Croydon, 175m 
above sea level.

Set off  from the summit in a southerly direction to reach Addington 
Road. Turn right onto the busy road, taking the right-hand 
pavement down past the church. Cross to the left-hand pavement 
at the pedestrian crossing, then continue over the end of Onslow 
Gardens to the roundabout, turning left into Limpsfi eld Road.

If you do not have a need of shops or other facilities, cross at the 
pedestrian crossing to take 
the right-hand pavement of 
Limpsfi eld Road, otherwise 
go past the shops to a set of 
pedestrian lights at Gresham 
Primary School to continue 
on the right-hand pavement.

The clear statement on the 
school sign that we are fi rmly 
within the London Borough 
of Croydon underlines the 
pathetic fantasy of the sign 
at the top of Limpsfi eld 
Road which tries to pretend 
that Sanderstead is not 

Sanderstead church

Mitchley Hill

4.4
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4.5

within Croydon (and thereby London) but is 
somehow att ached to a completely diff erent 
county.

Continue on Limpsfi eld Road, passing a bus 
stop and a children’s playground.

Just beyond the playground, turn 
right up a lane (between a hedge 

and the playground) which leads to a 
recreation ground at the far end.

Pass a sad brick building left over from the 
days when the tide went out for municipal 
park facilities such as cafés and changing 
rooms (though other areas manage to retain 
some of these facilities). Turn left at the far 
end of the building (a disused bowling green 
is on your right) and drop down to a scrubby 
litt le car park.

Make for the far right-hand corner, where a 
narrow footpath squeezes between a fence 
and a sign warning people not to park on the hatched area, which is 
announced as “part of Footpath 24”. In fact, the hatchments seem to 
have vanished at the same time as the facilities in the brick pavilion.

Go down the narrow pathway, bearing right to go round a few 
straggly bushes: you are now on the left edge of some land which 
may or may not give the impression of being tilled. This will bring 
you out onto Mitchley Hill opposite the last house.

Take the footpath which lies opposite, up the right-hand side of 
the house: for anyone with Lake District knowledge, the note on 
the sign that the path leads “to Dunmail Drive” (give or take a few 
lett ers which have fallen off ) will foretell a serious climb ahead. The 
path certainly starts rising smartly, but when Mitchley Wood is 
reached, the path bears right to rise at a less challenging gradient. 
At the top of the rise, there is a fi eld to the left, and you will see a 
stile leading into the fi eld.

Yes, there is a path which cuts the 
corner of the fi eld, but crossing it 
requires clambering over a stile 
at each end, and the time-energy 
balance is one for each walker 
to weigh up. To be honest, it’s 
probably easier overall to stay out 
of the fi eld.

The out-of-fi eld path takes a 
left turn to meet up with the 
“hypotenuse” route; here, turn 
right to follow a woodland path 

Dunmail Drive

Descending Riddlesdown
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for a few metres, then turn left at a 
T-junction onto a broad path. This 
is Dunmail Drive, which leads 
out to Riddlesdown College, a 
secondary school.

Take the track going off  to the left 
immediately beyond the college 
perimeter: you will soon pass the 
college’s sports fi elds on your 
left-hand side.

Heralded by a stubby fi ngerpost 
with the familiar waymarks 
on the fi ngers, section 5 of the 
London Loop, running clockwise, 

approaches from ahead.

Turn right to follow the London Loop downhill, ignoring a cross-
path at the lower end of the fi rst meadow. Keep ahead to descend 
steeply to a point where the main path seems to turn left at the 
corner of a fence. Ahead, tucked in the trees, you will see a gate. Go 
through the gate, and turn left.

A clear green track leads off , and soon there is a London Loop 
stump-post guiding you gently downhill. Eventually, you will 
meet the ancient Riddlesdown Road (a trackway). Ahead, the track 
becomes more established, crossing a railway and descending to a 
main road, the A22 Godstone Road.

Just before the main road is reached, you will pass a large black 
sign on the left: look on the other side, and you will learn that 
Riddlesdown is managed by the Corporation of London.

In the latt er part of the nineteenth century, the Corporation of the 
City of London began to purchase tracts of land beyond the City’s 
“Square Mile” boundaries to be preserved as green spaces for the 
recreation and benefi t of Londoners. Other common land was 

vested in the Corporation for safe 
keeping at around the same time.

These green spaces range from 
wild land, through farmed and 
managed landscapes (Hampstead 
Heath is a good example of the 
latt er) to smaller conventional 
“public parks” (such as Queen’s 
Park and West Ham Park). On the 
fringes of London to the south 
of Croydon, several commons 
have come into the remit of the 
Corporation, within which you 
will see information boards in the 
Corporation’s black format with 

Gate on Riddlesdown

City sign, Riddlesdown
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the shield-and-sword emblazonment in the middle and the by-laws 
in small print on the reverse.

The Corporation’s website has a lot of information about the many 
green spaces which they manage beyond the bounds of the City. In 
particular, there are often local footpath maps on the Corporation’s 
website (usually downloadable as PDF fi les) for particular areas, 
and you are advised to make use of these resources.

At the next road on the right, Old Barn Lane, at the end of the 
modern block, you will reach the end of this section.

Ahead, with a walk of about 800m, you may reach Whyteleafe 
station (Southern service: Caterham line): Upper Warlingham 
(Southern service: East Grinstead line) is just as convenient: there 
are shops and eating opportunities in the vicinity of the stations.

Journey times are slightly less from Upper Warlingham, but you 
will need to consult the timetables to check which will give you an 
earlier arrival at East Croydon station.

There is a frequent bus service from the nearby bus stop (i.e., running 
away from Whyteleafe) to Croydon, with stops for Southern rail 
services at Kenley station (turn left at the far end of the parade 
from the bus stop of that name) and Purley station. In the opposite 
direction, the bus will take you to Whyteleafe or Upper Warlingham.


