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CARD
S5

Godstone Road
to

Merstham

Start Godstone Road — CR8  5AT

Finish Merstham station — RH1  3ED

Distance 9.68km

Duration 2 hours 19 minutes

Ascent 233.5m

Access Bus at start of section. Train and bus at end of section. Bus at Coulsdon Road en 
route.

Facilities Shops and café at start of section. Pubs at Kenley and Coulsdon Common en 
route.

5.1 Godstone Road 0m

5.2 Old Barn Lane, over rly, New Barn Lane, ascend to Kenley Common; up R 
side of fi eld; ahead in woods; take smaller path (L fork) to fenceless stile; 
diag across fi eld; R on Golf Rd; cross Hayes Lane; path through woodland 
then L to Old Lodge Lane, where R; L into fi eld and cross to obsy, which 
pass on the left; ahead to jct, then descend R to Caterham Dr; Rydons Lane 
opposite  to top; cross Stiles Hill Rd and ahead to Coulsdon Rd.

3390m

5.3 Ahead on Fox Lane to Happy Valley, descend L with trees on L; ascend, pass 
through belt of trees and across fi eld; through gap and diag across fi eld to 
descend to rd; L on rd and R to church.

1850m

5.4 L at lychgate; path on R of fi eld then diag R to gap in hedge; beyond gap, 
ahead (W), curving L to enter wood; L, then L at path crossing; refuge path 
along fi eld edge; cross rd and take farm access opposite; pass farm and up to 
summit, where L then sharp R at end of fi eld on R; descend diag; enter wood; 
follow path to M23 underpass; L beyond underpass and R to Rockshaw Rd; 
R, then L on path after passing Oakwood; at bott om, keep to L edge of fi elds 
to border M25 and cross by footbridge; zigzag path down almost to street, 
then ahead to corner; path to stn via footbridge.

4440m
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This section starts at 
Old Barn Lane on the 

A22 (Godstone Road), near the 
boundary between Kenley and 
Whyteleafe.

The route is quite hilly in places 
as you continue crossing the 
valleys which splay out south of 
Croydon. It deserves the respect 
of lightweight boots to cope with 
the gradients and the underfoot 
conditions.

Train access (all Southern 
services) to the start is via Kenley or Whyteleafe on the Caterham 
line, or Upper Warlingham on the East Grinstead line. Kenley is a 
litt le farther away than the others: the 407 bus towards Caterham 
serves Kenley station (also Purley), while the same bus service in 
the opposite direction (towards Sutt on) serves a bus stop midway 
between Whyteleafe and Upper Warlingham stations on the 
downhill slope).

From East Croydon station, take a train to Upper Warlingham 
for an earlier arrival, unless it is more than ten minutes behind a 
Caterham train. If you are taking the 407 bus, alight at the Old Barn 
Lane stop.

Peter Cushing was born in Kenley, and Sir Karl Popper lived there. 
Group Captain Douglas Bader was stationed at RAF Kenley.

Take Old Barn Lane off  the A21 (Godstone Road): it is 
signposted with all the tenants of Kenley Trade Park (and 

with London Loop signs). It is a short stubby litt le road which ends 
at a railway footbridge. Cross the railway to reach New Barn Lane 
(street-namers can be so imaginative at times!). Climb New Barn 
Lane, passing a school on the right, keeping on until the road gives 
way to a footpath which climbs with steps to Kenley Common 
(heralded by a Corporation of London signboard).

Management of green space by 
the Corporation of London is 
discussed in section 4 of this route.

Do not venture onto the open 
land, but keep to a footpath 
which continues ahead to its 
right, just inside the trees (still 
with the London Loop signage). 
Go straight over a crossing path 
and plunge on deeper into the 
woodland. In time (a litt le less 
than 400m after passing the 
signboard), the route veers half-

5.1

5.2

Kenley Common: the left 
fork off  the main path

Kenley Common: the gate 
without a role
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left off  the main path at a fork 
to come out at the corner of a 
rectangular fi eld with a fenceless 
kissing-gate.

You should see, beyond the gate, a 
faint trod across the fi eld towards 
a matching fenceless gate on the 
far side of the fi eld. At this farther 
gate, you will see a path — again 
bearing London Loop signage — 
into the woodland.

If you should happen to stray 
too far to the left and reach the 
far corner of the fi eld, there is no 
need to backtrack. Just turn right to regain the route at Golf Road).

Before you dive into the wood, though, look ahead to where Kenley 
Aerodrome sits on the top of the downs. RAF Kenley saw active 
service between 1917 and 1959, and is now a gliding facility of the 
Air Cadets. The fi lm about the exploits of Group Captain Douglas 
Bader, Reach for the Sky, was fi lmed at RAF Kenley, where Bader 
was stationed in 1930.

At the far end of Golf Road, cross Hayes Lane and enter the wood 
opposite. A path soon turns left, then right. It then meanders about: 
by keeping to the most prominent path (not always very prominent) 
and trying to keep to a generally westerly direction, you should 
come out onto a lane, where turn left. This will bring you out onto 
Old Lodge Lane with the Watt enden Arms 
over to your left.

The pub off ers food and drinks during 
normal opening hours (in this instance from 
noon).

Turn right on Old Lodge Lane; where it 
begins to descend to the right, carry straight 
on for a few paces, then cross a stile on the 
left. Follow the line indicated by the signpost 
(this is part of the London Loop); when 
the Kenley Observatory (of the Croydon 
Astronomical Society) becomes visible, make 
for the path to its left.

Turn right where the path comes up against 
a residential gate, and descend steeply to 
reach Caterham Drive at the bott om. Cross 
Caterham Drive, and take Rydons Lane 
ahead.

You should be aware that the upper part of 
Rydons Lane does not have a footway: be 

Kenley observatory

Path on Coulsdon Common 
approaching Coulsdon Road
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sure to walk in single fi le along 
the right-hand side of this narrow 
road: it is good practice to hold 
something light-coloured (such 
as a map) in your left hand to 
help drivers see you. Listening 
for traffi  c and gauging where 
you can stop to let traffi  c pass is a 
good practice.

At the top of Rydons Lane, cross 
over Stiles Hill Road and take the path opposite. This leads to 
Coulsdon Road at the end of Fox Lane.

Take Fox Lane ahead, with a grazed common on your 
right: you will soon come to the Fox Inn on your left.

The pub off ers food and drinks during normal opening hours (in 
this instance, from 1100).

Continue on Fox Lane beyond the pub, passing a small car park 
on the right, then a larger one on the left. The path takes the right-
hand side of a fi eld, then dips into trees. At the far end of the trees, 
it emerges onto open land: take a path down the slope on the left, 
with trees on your left. Continue up the opposing slope, going 
straight ahead through a belt of trees and across a fi eld. Where the 
trees pinch in on left and right, bear slightly left and follow a clear 
path across the next fi eld; beyond the crest, the path descends to 

reach a narrow road. Turn left onto the road, 
then right to reach the lychgate of Chaldon 
church.

A church is fi rst recorded here in 727; the 
present building was started in the tenth or 
eleventh century (pre-Conquest) and was 
largely completed during the thirteenth 
century. It was Victorianised in 1869.

Beyond the church, bear left and 
take a footpath which begins on the 

right-hand edge of a fi eld, but then trends 
right to cross the fi eld diagonally in a south-
south-westerly direction.

Go through the hedge, and continue ahead, 
now travelling west. This path takes a broad 
bend to the left to enter some woodland.

Take a left branch onto a clear path within 
the woodland, and turn left at a path crossing 
(where you can see a road ahead). This path 
leads into a fi eld and takes a refuge route 
within the fi eld and parallel to the road to 
your right.

Happy Valley

5.3

5.4

Chaldon church
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At the end of the refuge path, turn right and cross the road, taking 
the farm lane opposite. This lane takes you past residential and 
agricultural buildings and climbs to the top of a hill, bending to the 
left at the top. Advance for a few metres to the end of a fi eld on your 
right, but do not continue towards the trig point visible ahead.

At this point, there are fi ne views of the Weald to the south, and back 
to the north, Croydon is clearly visible, with the masts at Crystal 
Palace and even the Docklands buildings visible beyond.

The path which passes the trig point is the North Downs Way.

Here, turn sharply to the right, and try to 
pick out a path in the fi eld. This (the North 
Downs Way) descends diagonally, passing to 
the left of some trees, then a smaller outcrop 
of greenery on the right, and entering 
woodland below, part-way along the bott om 
of the fi eld. Continue to descend gradually 
until you reach the M23, which you will 
cross by an underpass.

Turn left on emerging from the underpass, 
then left onto a track: this brings you out 
onto Rockshaw Road: cross and turn right 
along the road. Just beyond a house named 
Oakwood, take a narrow path to the left 
(there are signs here to deter North Downs 
Way walkers from doing so). This path 
descends to reach open land: keep to the left 
edge of the open land to reach the M25.

Cross the motorway by a footbridge, and 
follow the zigzag path to the left, then right, 
then left, then right. Where the path turns left 
to make for a street, carry on ahead across 
the greensward to the corner of the street, 

View from above Merstham, 
over Redhill to the Weald

M25 footbridge, Merstham
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where there is an interpretation 
board.

Follow the sign ahead towards 
the railway station on a path 
which passes underneath one 
railway (the fast Brighton line) 
and bends left to a second 
railway (the slow Brighton line). 
Cross this second railway by a 
footbridge to reach the end of 
the route at the main entrance to 
Merstham station.

If you need to fi nd the bus 
stop for the 405 (Oyster-valid) 
service between Croydon and 

Redhill, follow the signpost up Station Road: at the top, turn right 
for Croydon-bound buses, crossing at the pedestrian crossing, or 
turn right for Redhill-bound buses.

If you have need of a convenience shop, take the narrow road 
(Station Road South) past the station car park to High Street: the 
bus stops are both to the right past the clock.

There are cafés on Station Road South and by the pedestrian crossing 
on High Street (the latt er closed on Sundays). Beyond the bus stop, 
the Feathers Inn will serve food and drinks during normal hours (in 
this instance from noon).

The North Downs Way touches Merstham at Quality Street, just to 
the north of the Feathers Inn. As noted above, it is coincident with 
this route between Rockshaw Road and the point just west of the 
trig point on the ridge.

The Tandridge Border Path beats the bounds of that council’s area, 
and off ers high-quality walking in the locality.

https://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/north-downs-way

https://www.walkingbooks.co.uk/acatalog/Tandridge_Border_Path.
html

Merstham Bund


