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CARD
S8

Smallfi eld
to

Gatwick Airport

Start Smallfi eld — RH6  9LY

Finish Gatwick Airport station — RH6  0RD

Distance 5.25km

Duration 1 hour 6 minutes

Ascent 21.5m

Access Bus at start of section. Train, bus and air at end of section.

Facilities All facilities at start of section, and at the end of section (in the airport).

8.1 Smallfi eld at Broadbridge Lane 0m

8.2 W on Weatherhill Rd across M23; at L bend,L on path to M23 spur.. 2440m

8.3 Before bridge, R on path to Balcombe Rd; R, then L beyond fi rst bldg on L; 
path to edge of woodland, then enclosed round R side of pasture to rly; L 
and follow trackside path to airport at bus stn.

2810m

Connecting routes 
near end of walk

At Merstham, the route crosses the North Downs Way (National Trail) 
from Farnham to Dover.
The Tandridge Border Path is coincident or crosses the route in the 
southern sections.
The Sussex Border Path, which runs from Emsworth to Rye, is met 
just before Gatwick Airport.
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This section begins in Smallfi eld, at 
the bus stop close to the junction of 

Weatherhill Road and Broadbridge Lane.

There are bus services here to and from 
Redhill and Crawley.

From the bus stop, start off  
westwards on Weatherhill Road, 

using the left-hand pavement. Cross the 
M23, go straight on at the mini roundabout, 
and pass a chevron warning sign on the 
right-hand side of the road.

On your right, you will see the back of a road 
direction sign: opposite the sign, take a path 
to the left, with a No vehicles sign a few paces 
in. Follow this path (which becomes a lane 
in places) all the way to the junction for the 
M23 Gatwick spur: you will have squeezed 
between the M23 on your left and woodland 
on your right, then passed Peeks Rough 
Farm.

Just before the lane passes under 
the motorway spur ahead, cross 

the entry to a haulage yard on the right, 
then immediately turn right onto a footpath, 
keeping the metal yard fence close on your 

right.

This path is in fact the Sussex Border Path (Surrey ends at the 
motorway spur): it is fair to say that much of that route is decidedly 
more scenic than this link patch.

Follow the path alongside the motorway until it comes out onto 
Balcombe Road (which, to the left, runs underneath the motorway 
spur). Cross the road and turn right along the left-hand pavement. 
Pass a bus stop, then a commercial driveway on the left with a 
bungalow lodge. Immediately beyond the lodge’s lawn, take a 

8.1

8.2

In season, blackberries 
abound along the route

Gatwick Airport station 
from the trackside path

8.3
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path on the left. This leads out onto a fi eld; cross it, and pick up an 
enclosed path to the right.

This path keeps to the edge of a fi eld on the left, separating the 
walkers from the pasture throughout, except for a short gap. The 
path comes to the edge of the railway line.

Here, the westbound Sussex Border Path crosses the tracks by a 
footbridge on the right.

Turn left to follow the trackside path beneath the main road (now 
deprived of motorway status, it is the A23), and continue ahead to 
the road. Advance into the bus station, and follow the directions to 
the terminal and the railway station. The entrance to the railway 
station marks the end of the route.

The railway station has fast and stopping trains to stations between 
Brighton and London, and less frequent services to Guildford and 
Reading. The bus and coach station has many connections. Of 
course, there are also connections to Pisa, Porto, and many other 
destinations from the airport.


