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1.1 Nelson’s Column, Trafalgar Square 0m

1.2 Whitehall; L on Horse Guards Ave; R on Victoria Embkt; Westminster 
Bridge; Westminster Bridge Rd; R on Kennington Rd; L on Lambeth Rd; R 
on St George’s Rd; Elephant and Castle.

3120m

1.3 S on Newington Butt s; L across road and into Walworth Rd;  follow Walworth 
Rd, then Camberwell Rd beyond Albany Rd to Burgess Park; L into park, 
across Wells Way and Trafalgar Ave; R on path to Peckham library; R and L 
onto Rye Lane to stn.

4530m

CARD
SE1

Trafalgar Square
to

Peckham Rye

Start Nelson’s Column, Trafalgar Square — WC2N  5DU

Finish Peckham Rye station — SE15  4RX

Distance 7.65km

Duration 1 hour 34 minutes

Ascent 23.9m

Access Good public transport access throughout.

Facilities All facilities available throughout this section.



1 – 2 Cardinal route – SE © 2019-22 IG Liddell

The route of the walk starts at 
the foot of Nelson’s Column in 

Trafalgar Square, one of the most iconic 
spots in London.

Trafalgar Square was laid out from 1830, on 
land which used to be royal mews stabling for 
Whitehall Palace (which is down Whitehall 
on the left). Work began on the National 
Gallery in 1832, and Nelson’s Column was 
erected in 1843 (the Landseer lions only 
arrived in 1867). The statue of King Charles I 
to the south of the square is the London 
zero-point for road distance measurement. 
Rather confusingly, the epicentre of road 
numbering for England and Wales is at 
St Paul’s Cathedral, next to St Martin le 
Grand, which was the headquarters of the 
General Post Offi  ce. The days of the post 
coaches may have passed, but the atavistic 
streak maintained the GPO at the heart of 
the road system.

Start off  by walking to the south 
side of the Square, and cross to the 

left-hand pavement of Whitehall by the roundabout. Admiralty 
Arch, leading onto The Mall, is on your right.

Admiralty Arch, completed in 1912, was commissioned by King 
Edward VII to commemorate the death of Queen Victoria. The 
central arch is normally reserved for ceremonial purposes, with the 
outer arches carrying pedestrian and vehicular traffi  c.

Walk down the left-hand pavement 
of Whitehall as far as Horse Guards. 
Opposite the sentry-boxes, turn left 
into Horse Guards Avenue, passing 
Whitehall Palace on your right. Before 
you reach Victoria Embankment, turn 
right to walk through the garden along 
the frontage of the Ministry of Defence 
building, bearing left to take the path 
closer to the embankment.

The fi rst statue you will see, on your 
right, is of Lord Portal, who joined the 
Royal Flying Corps in 1915 as a dispatch 
rider, and rose to be Chief of the Air 
Staff  during the Second World War. 
Across the road to your left, the golden 
eagle of the RAF Memorial draws the 
eye. The Fleet Air Arm memorial on its 
column is next.

1.1

1.2
Equestrian statue of King 
Charles I silhouett ed in front 
of Admiralty Arch

Korean War memorial,
with the Fleet Air Arm
memorial behind it



© 2019-22 IG Liddell Cardinal route – SE 1 – 3

Next on your right is the Korean War Memorial, followed by a statue 
of Viscount Trenchard, Father of the RAF. He was the fi rst Chief of 
the Air Staff . The next memorial is to the Chindit special forces who 
served under Major General Orde Wingate behind Japanese lines in 
Burma during the 1943-44 campaign. 

Exit the garden onto Victoria Embankment, and cross the road to 
the Batt le of Britain Memorial.

When viewed from Victoria Embankment Gardens, the Batt le of 
Britain Memorial is backed by the London Eye and County Hall.

Turn right, and follow the Victoria Embankment to Westminster 
Bridge, at the bronze of Boudicca and her daughters.

Boudicca was Queen of the Iceni (from 
whose name we derive the Icknield 
Way), who mounted an unsuccessful 
rebellion against the Romans in 
AD60-61. The bronze dates from 1850.

Cross the bridge, passing the South 
Bank Lion on, naturally enough, the 
south bank of the river.

The immense lion was originally 
placed on the parapet of the Lion 
Brewery, which was demolished in 
1949 to make way for the Royal Festival 
Hall: it was subsequently painted red 
and placed near Waterloo station as an 
advertisement for British Railways. The 
red paint was removed and the lion 
relocated to the end of Westminster 
Bridge in 1966.

Batt le of Britain memorial, 
Victoria Embankment

Boudicca and her daughters, 
Westminster Bridge
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Bear to the right to keep the circular hotel on your 
left, then cross Westminster Bridge Road at the traffi  c 
lights. Do not continue on Lambeth Palace Road, but 
bear left to pass beneath the tracks of Waterloo station, 
on Westminster Bridge Road’s right-hand pavement. 
Emerge into the light at the far end, and continue on 
Westminster Bridge Road.

At number 121, Westminster Bridge House, you will see 
a broad portal, originally a carriageway. The carriages 
which came this way were, in fact, hearses. This was the 
London terminus of the Necropolis Railway, which ran 
special trains to Brookwood Cemetery, near Woking. 
There had to be two waiting rooms for the bereaved 
(fi rst class and third class), and no less than eight kinds 
of carriage: fi rst class and third class for Anglican 
mourners, ditt o for Nonconformist mourners, and the 
same four divisions for the deceased. At Brookwood, 
the train reversed direction and ran on a private line 
into the cemetery, with separate halts adjoining the 
Nonconformist and Anglican chapels. By a quirk of 
the Act of Parliament which authorised the Necropolis 
Railway, there was no ability for the railway company 
to raise fares, and the Necropolis Railway was soon 
cheaper to use than the usual services from Waterloo. 
Passengers would turn up at the Necropolis Railway 
in mourning att ire, change at Brookwood, and do 
their day’s business in the locality, changing back into 
mourning att ire for the homeward journey. Business 
faded during the 1930s, and after a bomb destroyed 

part of the station during the Second World War, services were 
suspended and never started again.

Opposite Lambeth North station (Bakerloo Line), bear right onto 
Kennington Road. Turn 
left onto Lambeth Road, 
and cross to the right-hand 
pavement. You will pass the 
Imperial War Museum on 
your right, set in Geraldine 
Mary Harmsworth Park. 
Follow Lambeth Road to 
St George’s Road (with the 
Roman Catholic cathedral 
on your left across the 
junction). Turn right onto 
St George’s Road and follow 
it to Elephant and Castle.

The Elephant and Castle is a 
major junction within inner 

Former terminus of the 
London Necropolis Railway

Imperial War Museum
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south London, and in fact has been so for the past two 
millennia. It is the junction of two major Roman Roads, 
Watling Street and Stane Street.

With the building of the bridges across the River Thames, 
the area rose as a genteel Georgian suburb, far enough from 
the river to be upwind of the tanneries and other factories 
nearer the water. Railways, trams and the Underground 
improved the potential for easy access to the City and 
the West End. There were theatres (where a young local, 
Charlie Chaplin, cut his stage teeth) and a large array of 
shops. The equivalent of today’s American megachurches, 
the vast Metropolitan Tabernacle was constructed for 
CP Spurgeon, a well-known sermoniser. However, the 
housing stock descended into slum conditions as the 
population expanded.

The area was hit hard by aerial bombing during the 
Second World War: this gave a blank sheet of paper to 
the planners, who came up with the vast Heygate Estate 
of concrete slab-blocks, and the shopping centre in the 
middle of the roundabout, and it is only now that these 
areas are being regenerated, including the demolition of 
the shopping centre.

The name of the area is not, as is popularly presumed, a 
corruption of Infanta de Castillia (Princess of Castile): the 
elephant with a castle on its back is a popular heraldic 
device (e.g., on the arms of the city of Coventry), and it was 
much used by the Cutlers to indicate the use of ivory in 
the handles of cutlery. There was a tavern with this device 
on its sign, and the name was appropriated for the area.

For the Tube station, turn left, crossing St George’s Road and 
London Road. Rail station access is ahead on Walworth Road.

Turn right, and walk past the University of the Arts. 
Beyond the tabernacle, turn left to cross the main road 

at the traffi  c lights. Continue ahead into Walworth Road, with the 
shopping centre on your left and the Strata tower (also known as the 
Razor because of its resemblance to cordless electric shaving tackle) 
on your right. Keep to the left-hand pavement of Walworth Road as 
you walk underneath the railway.

Access to Elephant and Castle rail 
station is up Elephant Road to the left, 
just after emerging from beneath the 
railway.

The next 1.3km follows the left-hand 
pavement of Walworth Road, which 
later becomes Camberwell Road. The 
immense diversity of London is on 
full display on this street, and there 

Strata Tower — The Razor 

Walworth Clinic

1.3
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are opportunities for 
refreshment of all 
kinds.

There are points of 
historic interest of the 
generally unheralded 
kind: look out for the 
plaque above the door 
of the Walworth Clinic: 
it predates the National 
Health Service. A litt le 
farther on, at the corner 
of Arnside Street, the 

Red Lion Inn’s exterior is litt le changed from when it was built.

Eventually, you will cross Albany Road on your left, and 60m 
farther on, you will come to the west entrance to Burgess Park.

Burgess Park is a relatively recent creation: the 
site was covered by the Grand Surrey Canal 
and (generally poor) housing left over after 
Second World War bombing had razed the rest. 
Landscaping continues to improve the green 
environment along and near the lines of the canal.

Turn left into the park: the route is almost dead 
straight. Just beyond the tennis courts, you will 
see a hillock on your left: perfect training for any 
budding Sean Connery. Behind the hillock (at 
least for the time being: see picture) is Chiltern, 
one of the last remnants of the Aylesbury Estate 
which is, like the very similar Heygate Estate, is 
Top — Burgess Park hillock, with Chiltern block of the 
Aylesbury Estate behind

Left — Surrey Canal Walk

Below left — former canal bridge, Peckham

Below right — Peckham Library
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being regenerated with new housing stock replacing the concrete 
slab blocks.

Pass a limekiln on your left, then cross Wells Way. A footbridge 
(now known as the Bridge to Nowhere, it once linked St George’s 
Road on your right to Neate Street on your left) betrays the park’s 
history, after which you will reach Trafalgar Avenue.

Cross at the pedestrian crossing, then continue eastwards, turning 
right at the back of the building onto the Surrey Canal Path, which 
you follow all the way to Peckham Library (on the site of the 
canal terminus): the route passes beneath Willowbrook Road and 
Commercial Way.

Cross Peckham High Street and continue ahead onto Rye Lane: 
Peckham Rye station is 350m ahead on the right-hand side.

Overground, Southeastern, Southern and Thameslink services call 
at Peckham Rye station.


