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2.1 Peckham Rye station 0m

2.2 S on Rye Lane; bear L at park (follow “Nunhead” on sign); cross Nunhead 
Lane; half-R onto park; parallel to road, then half-R to reach café; pass to R 
of café; L then bend R past formal garden to R; L then R to exit park onto 
Colyton Rd; R, then L on Scutari Rd; R at end onto Marmora Rd; L on Forest 
Hill Rd; L into Brenchley Gdns; exit garden onto Brenchley Gdns (street); L 
then immediately R up path to summit of One Oak Hill; descend to road; L 
to Honor Oak Park stn.

3770m

2.3 E on Honor Oak Park to Brockley Rise; L, then R on Gladiator St; L on 
Codrington Hill; R on path to summit of Blythe Hill Fields; L to Montacute 
Rd; L and R, then R on Ravensbourne Park Cres, and R onto Ravensbourne 
Park; L on Westdown Rd; R on Adenmore Rd to Catford Bridge stn.

1820m

2.4 Ahead under road; R across retail park; L on access road nearest rly embkt; 
R on path beneath rly; follow riverside path over two bridges; after 500m, 
L over rly; ahead on Broadmead; R on Firhill Rd; L on Swallands Rd, over 
Bellingham Green and on to Brookehowse Rd; cross Southend Lane; Dunfi eld 
Rd; L to Beckenham Hill stn; station path to bridge on Beckenham Hill Rd.

2940m

CARD
SE2

Peckham Rye
to

Beckenham Hill

Start Peckham Rye station — SE15  4RX

Finish Beckenham Hill station — SE6  3RE

Distance 8.53km

Duration 1 hour 56 minutes

Ascent 126.0m

Access Good public transport access at start and end of section, and at Honor Oak Park 
and Catford en route; bus at Southend Lane en route

Facilities All facilities available at start of section, and at Honor Oak Park and Catford en 
route.
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This section of the route starts on Rye Lane, at the entrance 
to Peckham Rye station.

If you are joining the walk at this point and arrive by train, turn 
right, crossing to the left-hand pavement of Rye Lane at the nearby 
pedestrian crossing. Peckham Rye station is served by Overground, 
Southeastern, Southern and Thameslink routes.

Peckham is an old sett lement, mentioned in the Domesday Book, but 
possibly predating that as far back as a Romano-British sett lement. It 
takes its name from the River Peck (much of it now long gone under 
the built environment). In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 
it was a favoured place to live: with the arrival of the railway, the 
population rose and land was soon eaten up for housing: Peckham 
Rye Common was secured in 1868, and Homestall Farm — the last 
remaining farm in the area — was bought in 1894 to become what is 
now known as Peckham Rye Park (the part to the south of the café).

Start off  by walking southwards on Rye Lane. Follow the 
left-hand pavement all the way to the point where the 

road bifurcates, one route on each side of Peckham Rye Common.

Take the left-hand option, signposted on a road sign towards 
Nunhead, and walk up the road, crossing to the right-hand 
pavement (that is, onto the edge of the common) at a convenient 
point.

Cross East Dulwich Road, and take the diagonal path ahead over 
the grass. About half-way across, at a litt er bin, a muddy track 

crosses. Bear left at this point, but 
to the right of the track. Make for 
a lone tree, as directly as sporting 
activity will allow, then make for 
a litt le rotunda building, which 
houses a café.

Pass to the right of the café, then 
bear left behind the building. 
Cross Straker’s Road, and take a 
path to the right of a toilet block.

2.1

2.2

Peckham Rye Common café

Peckham Rye Common
from the café
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Branch left behind the toilet block (with a few metres of 
the River Peck on your left), and trend right to a major 
crossing path.

Turn right, then immediately left: you are now in the park’s 
Japanese Garden. At the next path-junction, turn left and 
then, opposite a bowling green, turn right to enter a formal 
garden, with wisteria-hung arches. Pass a fountain in the 
middle of this garden: at the far end, turn left to reach a 
broad avenue which crosses at a point where another path 
curves into the junction from the right.

The formal garden is known as the Sexby Garden, after 
Lt Col JJ Sexby, sometime Chief Offi  cer of Parks for London 
County Council.

You should be aware that at times the park is over-run 
(literally) by groups in their hundreds, who generally give 
no quarter to other pedestrians: you may fi nd yourself 
standing for some time, as if at a level crossing as a massive 
Lycra-clad freight train trundles by.

Follow the main avenue to the right to exit the park through a 
gate onto Colyton Road. Cross the road, and turn right, then left 
into Scutari Road. Walk the length of the road, then turn right into 
Marmora Road. At the end of Marmora Road, turn left onto Forest 
Hill Road.

Pass a set of traffi  c lights at the junction with Wood Vale, then go 
through a gate on the left: this leads you into a small park called 
Brenchley Gardens. This path runs parallel to a street, also called 
Brenchley Gardens, and leads out onto the street at a gate near a 
refuge. Cross the road and turn left along its right-hand pavement. 
You will reach a second refuge: almost immediately after this, take 
a path which rises steadily through woodland: with a few zigzags, 
it leads to the summit of a hill. This is One Tree Hill.

At the top, off  to the left, there is a fi ne oak tree: this is the One 
Tree. It was planted in 
1905, when the hill became 
a public open space: it 
replaced a tree under which 
Queen Elizabeth I is said to 
have enjoyed a picnic, and 
this was known as the Oak 
of Honor. There are also 
less substantiated rumours 
that the highwayman Dick 
Turpin used the hill as a 
lookout, and even that it is 
the site of Boudicca’s fi nal 
defeat by the Romans in 
AD61. If you take a few paces 

Brenchley Gardens

Sexby Garden,
Peckham Rye Park
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The Oak of Honor,
One Tree Hill

to the right when you reach 
the summit of the path, you 
may have a view across to the 
City, or to Westminster (the 
London Eye is surprisingly 
prominent in the latt er case).

At the summit, follow 
the sign for Honor Oak 
Park station: the path 
leads steeply downhill, 
crossing the access road for 
St Augustine’s church before 
a further drop takes it to 
the street below: this street 
is named Honor Oak Park. 
Turn left onto the street 

and continue down the hill, Follow the left-hand footpath to reach 
Honor Oak Park station (Overground and Southern services).

Ahead, there is a remarkable variety of shops and cafés with 
replenishments opportunities for all.

Continue down the road past the shops, right to the very 
bott om at Brockley Rise. Turn left, and immediately right 

into Gladiator Road. At the end, turn left onto Codrington Hill, and 
then right onto Brockley View. This is the steepest street ascent met 
thus far on the route: at the top of the houses, turn left into Blythe 
Hill Fields and make for the summit of the park, from which there 
are extensive views over London in several directions.

Continue ahead and descend to leave the park at Montacute Road. 
Turn left, then immediately right, still on Montacute Road. At the 
bott om, turn right onto Ravensbourne Park Crescent, then right onto 
Ravensbourne Park. Almost immediately, turn left onto Westdown 
Road, and follow it under the railway and across a bridge (with 
Catford station above). Here, there is a curtain wall of modern fl ats 
ahead: turn right here and walk along Adenmore Road to Catford 
Bridge station ahead.Blythe Hill Fields, with 

Shooters Hill in the distance

2.3
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Southeastern trains serve Catford Bridge station. For 
Catford station (Thameslink services), continue up 
Adenmore Road to the right. The two stations are no 
more than 60m apart.

After passing the entrance to Catford Bridge 
station, continue ahead to pass underneath 

the South Circular Road, then turn right again into a 
retail park area to regain road level. Turn left onto the 
service road nearest to the railway embankment ahead, 
and follow it until you can take a path to the right, 
underneath the railway.

This path is the Riverview Walk (otherwise known 
as the Waterline Walk), and it follows the Pool River, 
a tributary of the Ravensbourne, upstream. You will 
cross the river twice: about 500m after the second 
crossing (you are now sandwiched between the railway 
on your left and the river on your right), you will reach 
a crossing path.

Turn left here and cross the railway by the footbridge: this will bring 
you to the end of the street named Broadmead. Walk up Broadmead 
and turn right into Firhill Road.

Here, any Partick Thistle supporter should be ready for a 
disappointment: there is an extreme shortage of red-and-yellow 
football kit, despite the street’s name.

Take the fi rst left off  Firhill Road onto Swallands Road to Bellingham 
Green, a hexagonal mini-park. Cross the Green, turning to the left 
at its central roundel, then turning right to pass to the left of a small 
building and a children’s play area. Turn left to pick up Swallands 
Road again (in a south-easterly direction), and follow it to its end. 
Bear right onto Brookehowse Road, and follow it out to its end at 
the traffi  c lights on Southend Lane.

Cross Southend Lane (the crossing is a few metres to the left) and 
continue ahead on Dunfi eld Road. Just past the junction with 
Sedgehill Road on your right, turn left to reach Beckenham Hill 
station. Follow the station 
path up to the bridge on 
Beckenham Hill Road.

The top of the station path 
marks the end of this section 
of the route.

Beckenham Hill station is 
served by Thameslink trains.

Crossing the Pool River

2.4

Bellingham Green


