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CARD
SE4

Chislehurst war memorial
to

Farnborough

Start Chislehurst war memorial — BR7  5PG

Finish Farnborough, High Street at Gladstone Road — BR6  7DE

Distance 8.43km

Duration 1 hour 50 minutes

Ascent 78.0m

Access Bus at start and end of section. Pett s Wood station (and buses) nearby en route.

Facilities Shops and pub at start and end of section; shops nearby at Pett s Wood en route.

4.1 Chislehurst war memorial 0m

4.2 SE on Royal Parade; beyond Bull’s Head, take path to L of road; R on 
Scadbury Park Dr; cross St Paul’s Cray Rd; S through Pett s Wood; before rly, 
R then L over rly; ahead over another rly; after 70m reach path on L towards 
Pett s Wood.

3320m

4.3 W from path jct; after 330m, bear L (S) to cross Southborough Lane; ahead 
full length of Oxhawth Cres and Faringdon Ave; L at end; L fork, and follow 
Loop path across Sparrows Wood and on to path beside Kyd Brook, where 
R to Crofton Rd.

3100m

4.4 Cross Crofton Rd; take path ahead to Crofton Ave, where continue ahead; 
beyond La Tourne Gdns, R through woodland; at major crossing, take path 
on L, then L to airdome, where R; half R onto Tubbenden Meadow; from lip, 
continue E of S to bott om, and onto A21; cross, and take path opposite then 
ahead (SW) on Gladstone Rd; turning L at the end to reach High St.

2010m
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This section of the route starts at 
the road junction at Chislehurst 

war memorial.

The turning circle beside the junction is the 
terminus of the 161 bus route from North 
Greenwich via stations at Woolwich Arsenal 
and (probably most usefully) Mott ingham.

Start off  by taking Royal Parade 
from the junction at the turning 

circle, walking away from the junction in a 
south-easterly direction. Take up the left-
hand pavement beyond the Bull’s Head Inn: 
it leads onto a path running parallel to the 
road through the woodland of the common. 
Keep ahead on the main track. You will 
cross driveways to houses on the left before 
you come to a more substantial track which 
crosses, with a gate on the left. This is the 
driveway which leads to Scadbury Hall.

Scadbury has been around as a residence 
for more than seven hundred years — until 
the middle of the seventeenth century, 
the estate was owned by the Walsingham 

family, including (in their times) Sir Francis Walsingham, Queen 
Elizabeth I’s spymaster, and Sir Thomas Walsingham, who was the 

patron of the poet Christopher Marlowe.

Marlowe had been staying at Scadbury 
Manor just before his death (was it political, 
or simply criminal?) in Deptford. Later, the 
manor was owned by Thomas Townshend, 
1st Viscount Sydney (after whom Sydney 
Road, at the end of Footpath 158, is named, 
as is a place in Australia). He was the second 
son of “Turnip Townshend”, who was famed 
for his agricultural innovations.

Turn right along the drive, which leads out 
onto St Paul’s Cray Road. Cross the road 
with care, bearing half-left on the far side 
to enter an area of woodland known as The 
Gorse, the way indicated by a London Loop 
sign.

A few paces into The Gorse, the path splits: 
take the left fork, signposted as the London 
Loop on one of its standard waymarked 
stump-posts. The path is once again broad 
and clear, as it advances boldly southwards 
through the trees of Pett s Wood.

4.1

4.2

Chislehurst war memorial

Path through Pett s Wood



© 2019-22 IG Liddell Cardinal route – SE 4 – 3

At a point where some 
open land appears to the 
right, and just before a 
National Trust sign, a 
path leads off  to the left: 
by taking this detour, 
you may visit the Willett  
Memorial.

William Willett  became 
concerned by the “waste 
of daylight”, and his 1907 
pamphlet of that title 
spurred some, including 
Winston Churchill, to 
advocate what was to 
become known as British 
Summer Time. As so often 
is the case, war was the 
catalyst for innovation, 
and Willett ’s idea was incorporated into the Defence of the Realm 
Act, enacted in 1916 to save on lighting and other resources.

As early as 1784, Benjamin Franklin had made a satirical suggestion 
that people should just get up earlier in summer if they did not 
want to waste the hours of daylight, and indeed it is diffi  cult to fault 
that simple notion, adjusting our minds rather than our timepieces. 
The Willett  Memorial is a sundial set to British Summer Time.

Continuing southwards, the path descends gradually, passing 
another memorial (the Edelmann memorial) on the right, this time 
to commemorate the handover of the land to the National Trust.

The path then continues in the same direction through the wood 
until, near the railway line at the bott om, you should take the path 
to the right, following the London Loop signs.

Follow the main path, 
with the railway on your 
left, as it swoops up and 
down and bends left and 
right, until eventually it 
descends to run directly 
adjacent to the railway.

Cross the Kyd Brook, 
and continue as far as 
a railway footbridge. 
Go up and over the 
footbridge, then go up 
and over a second railway 
footbridge. Continue on 
a path between house-

London Loop exit from the 
path through Pett s Wood, 

just north of the railway

Jubilee Country Park
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backs, crossing over a cul-de-sac street, to reach a third railway 
footbridge. Go up and over the footbridge, and continue to a path 
junction at the entrance to Jubilee Country Park.

To the left, a path leads off  to the centre of Pett s Wood: for the 
station, follow the path out to a street, where turn left, then follow 
the street round its bend and continue ahead at the junction: the 
station entrance is on the left, beyond the bus stop.

Continue ahead (or, if you are coming from Pett s Wood 
station, turn left) at the entrance to Jubilee Country Park, 

and follow the path along its left-hand edge. 
After about 400m, the path trends leftwards, 
running in a southerly direction to come out 
onto Southborough Lane. Cross the road to 
take Oxhawth Crescent opposite, keeping to 
its left-hand pavement.

This part of Pett s Wood is characterised by 
the inter-war bungalows which were built 
to fuel the commuter boom. The houses on 
this side of the railway tend to be smaller 
than their counterparts on the other side: 
it is said that there was a distinct gradation 
in the houses built when Pett s Wood urban 
area was developed in the 1920s, with the 
“half-crown” people on the west side of the 
railway, and the “fi ve-bobbers” on the east.

Follow Oxhawth Crescent until it lives up to 
its name and bends to the right: here, continue 
straight ahead on Faringdon Avenue. Here, 
apart from a couple of stray bungalows, the 
housing becomes more substantial.

Just before you reach a small roundabout, 
the housing stock changes again, to a small 
estate of houses built as council properties, 
almost certainly now in private hands. Cross 

4.3

Bungaloid suburbia,
Oxhawth Crescent

Sparrow Wood
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the roundabout and continue to the end of the 
road.

Turn left to follow a path alongside the last house 
o the left: this path continues through Sparrow 
Wood. Keep ahead on the main path for about 
900m until you come to a clear fork. There is a 
London Loop stump here, be sure that the way 
ahead is to take the right-hand fork. Whichever 
path you take, however, you will come to a point 
where the tiny Kyd Brook lies ahead of you, 
running (or rather, dribbling) from right to left. 
Turn to the right to follow the pat, with the brook 
on your left, out to Crofton Road.

Just before the path opens out at Crofton Road, 
you will spot a low metal boundary marker on the 
left beside the brook. Markers like these, mainly 
of the Victorian era, are found all over. Earlier 
ones mark parish boundaries and similar limits, 
and later ones the limits of commons, or of the 
jurisdiction of a landowner or subsequent land 
management committ ee. Railway land is often 
marked in this way, and of course, there are over 
200 Coal Tax posts erected around London in the 1860s to help with 
the levying of a tax on coal (and wine) entering London.

This one, however, is much more curious than the run of the mill, 
bearing as it does the name of the Governors of the Blue School, 
Isleworth (42km away on the far side of London). No information 
was elicited from enquiries to the school, but an e-mail enquiry to 
Bromley Library brought a quick, comprehensive and clear response 
(essentially, “by return of bytes”) from Suzanne North.

The school in Isleworth was founded in 1630 as a charitable 
institution holding to Anglican principles. In 
1671, Ann Oliver, the widow of a noted and adept 
miniaturist who had enjoyed Royal commissions, 
purchased land in Orpington and in Crofton, the 
tenants’ rents from which would provide funding 
for the school. We must remember that Isleworth 
and Orpington could almost be at opposite ends 
of the planet, given the quality of road connections 
in the seventeenth century. During the nineteenth 
century, at a time when common land was being 
enclosed, the governors decided to make their 
claim on the land obvious, and these cast-iron 
boundary markers were placed in the ground. The 
last remnants of school income from tenants here 
had ended by 1930, but some of the boundary 
markers remain.

There is a bus stop along Crofton Road to the left.

Boundary marker, Crofton

Fingerpost, Darrick Wood
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Having turned left into Crofton Road, cross immediately 
to a narrow path which runs to the left of a builders’ yard. 

The route continues along this alley, following the London Loop. It 
passes the top of Highwood Close on your right, to emerge at the 
junction of Crofton Avenue and Lovibonds Avenue.

Continue ahead in the same general direction on the right-hand 
pavement of Crofton Avenue. Ignore a public footpath which 
squeezes between houses on your right, but just a few paces after 
crossing over La Tourne Gardens, you should take a path which 
goes off  diagonally to the right.

This path leads you into the Darrick Wood Local Nature Reserve; 
keep on its main path until you come upon a tall fi ngerpost in 
the midst of a group of paths. Bear left as guided by the signpost 
(assuming that the relevant arm has not been vandalised out of 
existence), making for Tubbenden Meadow. A school with a group 
of tennis courts (which may be covered by a large infl atable air-
dome during the winter) in its grounds is soon seen ahead.

Walk between the school (with all its att endant loud sportive 
exhortations) on your left, and the playing fi eld on your right. At 
the far end of the playing fi eld, bear right to reach a seat by an 
interpretation board at the top of a large expanse of grass: this is 
Tubbenden Meadow (as signposted earlier), and it rolls its way 
down towards Farnborough.

Paths criss-cross the meadow: indeed, no less than four paths diverge 
from the front of the seat. The rightmost of these contours just to the 
left of some trees, the next one on its left heads a sliver west of south 
to the bott om right-hand corner, reaching Farnborough Way at the 
foot of Cherrycott  Hill.

If you end up at the bott om of this path, just turn to your left along 
Farnborough Way.

It is, however, the next path to its left, running east of south, which 
is the best path to take: it fi nally curves to the right near the bott om 
of the fi eld to seek out a gap in the scrubland. This gap allows the 
path to squeeze out to Farnborough Way, the local by-pass road. A 
roundabout is visible a litt le way off  to the left.

Tubbenden Meadow:
make for the keyole gap. 4.4
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If you should emerge onto a playing-fi eld with skateboarding 
fortifi cations, bear to the right of these to fi nd the way out onto 
Farnborough Way.

A brick-laid gap in the central reservation’s rather haphazard 
planting indicates the point to cross the road, after which the familiar 
London Loop sign directs us down a footpath between houses. This 
footpath crosses the end of a street, and continues between houses, 
fi nally popping out opposite the bott om end of Gladstone Road.

Continue up Gladstone Road to the top, bearing left to come out 
onto High Street, in Farnborough. This marks the end of the section

There is a row of shops down to the left (which should provide for 
any necessary sustenance). Off  to your right, a short distance down 
the road, there is a pub, the Change of Horses, where you may fi nd 
food and drink if the pub is open.

There are several bus stops nearby: the most convenient railway 
station destinations are Bromley South (buses run from left to right: 
the nearest stop is to your right) and Orpington (from the bus stop 
near where you stand, or beyond the shops on your left). Here, you 
are at the last point for frequent public transport before Sevenoaks: 
think carefully before becoming commited to too much walking for 
the day.


