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D1.1 Chislehurst war memorial 0m

D1.2 SE on Royal Parade; beyond Bull’s Head, take path to L of road; cross 
Scadbury Park Dr; after 350m, L to reach open ground; E to car park; R to St 
Paul’s Wood Hill; R, then L down fi eld to woods; through woods and out to 
Leesons Way; round bend to R then L on path into copse; R on path to rec 
gd; L edge of gd to Chipperfi eld Rd; L to Cotmandene Cres, where R; pass 
shops, then ahead on Broomwood Rd to Sevenoaks Way.

3520m

D1.3 Cross Sevenoaks Way; ahead on path across R Cray to Main Rd; path to L of 
church; R on Augustine Rd; L on Chalk Pit Ave; L on St Lawrence Close; path 
to R of end house; L at path jct; R on Chapman’s Lane; ahead to Hockenden 
Lane.

2430m

D1.4 L on Hockenden Lane for 80m; R through gate onto track; follow track past 
scrap site; L with iron fence on R; under A20; L onto Laburnum Ave; R on 
Lynden Way; R  on Cherry Ave; round bend and R out onto St Mary’s Rd; L, 
then third R (Everest Pl) to rly; R into stn.

2410m

CARD
SE.D1

Chislehurst war memorial
to

Swanley station

Start Chislehurst war memorial — BR7  5PG

Finish Swanley station — BR8  8JD

Distance 8.36km

Duration 1 hour 50 minutes

Ascent 105.2m

Access Bus at start of section; train at end of section; bus at Sevenoaks Way en route

Facilities Shops and pub at start of section; kiosk at end of section; shops at St Paul’s Cray 
en route.
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This section of the 
route starts at the 

road junction at Chislehurst war 
memorial.

The turning circle by the junction 
is the terminus of the 161 bus 
route from North Greenwich via 
stations at Woolwich Arsenal and 
Mott ingham.

Start off  by taking 
Royal Parade from 

the junction at the turning circle, walking away from the junction in 
a south-easterly direction. Take up the left-hand pavement beyond 
the Bull’s Head Inn: it leads onto a path running parallel to the road 
through the woodland of the common.

Just after crossing two driveways, take the left fork in the path: this 
leads to a more substantial driveway (in fact, to the left, it leads into 
Scadbury Park), with a gate on your left and a building beyond.

Scadbury has been around for seven hundred years: until the middle 
of the seventeenth century, it was owned by the Walsingham family, 
including Sir Francis Walsingham, Queen Elizabeth I’s spymaster, 
and Sir Thomas Walsingham, who was the patron of Christopher 
Marlowe, the poet.

Marlowe had been staying at Scadbury Manor just before his death 
(was it political, or simply criminal?) in Deptford. Later, the manor 
was owned by Thomas Townshend, 1st Viscount Sydney (after 
whom Sydney Road, at the end of Footpath 158, is named, as is a 
place in Australia). He was the second son of “Turnip Townshend”, 
who was famed for his agricultural innovations. 

If you happen to emerge onto the drive close to St Paul’s Cray Road 
(on your right), turn left on the drive until you reach the gateway 
(before the building), and turn right.

Follow the path for about 200m to a path crossing. Turn left, and after 
50m, turn right to follow a clear 
path, keeping school buildings on 
your left, behind a line of trees. 
Take the left bend of the path to 
keep the trees on your left.

The path now passes a copse on 
the right, and crosses a meadow 
to the corner of a car park. Keep 
the car park on your left, then 
take a path half-left to come out 
onto St Paul’s Wood Hill at a 
refuge, with bus stops to your 
right. Cross the road at the refuge.

D1.1

D1.2
Path parallel to the road on 
Chislehurst Common

Crossing the River Cray
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The bus stop on this far side of the road 
(travelling southbound) has services to stations 
at St Mary Cray and Orpington.

From the refuge, take the path leading half-right 
down into Hoblingwell Wood. This dog-legs 
to the left, dips into a valley, and climbs out to 
reach Leesons Way. Ignore the footpath which 
leads off  left (northbound), but take Leesons 
Way round its right-hand bend, keeping to the 
roadside where a path leads along the front of 
the houses on the right.

Soon, you will reach a path coming in from the 
houses on your right: cross Leesons Way here 
to a signpost with a saltbox at its foot. Follow 
the path here into a copse, bearing half-right to 
take up a north-easterly direction (rather than 
the northbound path which takes the left fork).

When you reach a more substantial path, turn 
right and follow it out onto open ground. Turn 
left and make for a path which takes a gap 
between houses, but do not go through the gap. 
Turn right, and follow the left edge of the open 
ground all the way to Chipperfi eld Road.

Turn left onto Chipperfi eld Road, and follow its left-hand 
pavement. Beyond Mickleham Road, at the library, use the refuge 
to cross over the road to its right-hand pavement, then turn right 
into Cotmandene Crescent. Bear right to pass 
between two rows of shops with a tree-planted 
central reservation on the street.

This shopping centre contains a supermarket 
and several café/restaurant options.

At the end of the shopping centre, continue 
ahead, now on Broomwood Road, descending 
to its end at Sevenoaks Way on its right-hand 
pavement. Turn right, and use the light-
controlled crossings to cross the main road. 
Turn left to return to the junction.

The bus stops to the south on Sevenoaks Way 
connect to stations at Sidcup (on the same side 
of the road as the ex-pub fast-food restaurant), 
and St Mary Cray (Station Approach) and 
Orpington on the other side.

Turn right and follow Brooks Way. 
This path crosses the River Cray 

(with a lake on your right), then continues out 
onto Main Road.

D1.3

Chapman’s Lane

Path towards A20 by-pass
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The River Cray, which rises in Orpington and 
fl ows into the River Darent very close to its 
outfl ow into the River Thames, used to power 
no fewer than fourteen mills. The St Paul’s Cray 
mill was originally used for corn, and for oiling 
leather: it was later converted for paper milling. 
Conservation groups are trying to clean the 
riverine environment.

There is a convenience shop a short distance 
along the road to the right, beyond the 
pedestrian crossing.

Turn left on Main Road, then take a path to the 
right immediately beyond a church building. 
This path eventually emerges onto Augustine 
Road. The fi eldside path ahead may look 
tempting, but you must take Augustine Road 
and turn left to ascend Chalk Pit Avenue. At the 
top, turn left into the stub end of St Lawrence 
Close.

Aim to the right of the house facing you at the 
end of the street (house number 7 is on your 

right) to pick up a pathway. Beyond the houses, this becomes a 
clear track which trends to the right. Where it bends more sharply 
right, bear left (that is to say, to the north-east, rather than following 
the path in a southerly direction) to take another path out onto 
Chapman’s Lane, where turn right.

Follow Chapman’s Lane past houses on your right: beyond the 
last house, it becomes a track, but continue ahead. After a time, a 
fi eld opens out on your right: continue on the track until you reach 
Hockenden Lane.

Turn left along Hockenden Lane for about 80m, and 
turn right to pass through a barrier (very probably 

literally!). Follow the track ahead, which 
gradually bends to the right. Pass a collection of 
scrap metal on your left, then turn left along a 
narrow enclosed path edged with metal fencing. 
This path leads underneath the A20 Swanley 
by-pass. Do not turn left on exiting the tunnel, 
but continue ahead until, with a fi nal left turn, 
you come out onto Laburnum Avenue: this is 
your entry-point into Swanley. Take the fi rst 
right onto Lynden Way to a crossroads.

Ahead on the right, there is a convenience shop.

Turn right (southbound) on Cherry Avenue. 
This street takes a bend to the left: at a small 
church building, turn right to follow Cherry 
Avenue out to St Mary’s Road. Pass a bus stop 

D1.4

Laburnum Avenue, Swanley

Swanley station
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on the left-hand side of the road, and then a pair of bus stops, one 
on each side of the road. After these stops, at a pillar box on the 
right, turn right into Everest Place. Go to the end of the street, and 
turn right to enter Swanley station.

There is an Oyster validator and ticket machine for those who are 
catching a train from here: Swanley has frequent Southeastern 
services to London. 

The end of the section is above the platforms, at the coff ee stall.


