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D3.1 Lullingstone Roman villa 0m

D3.2 S from villa on road past castle, then bear R to pick up path ahead; riverside 
to visitor centre then refuge path past Castle Farm; follow path to Mill Lane, 
where L, R and L over bridge; immediately R to follow river to Shoreham; L 
on road past pub and church to path on R just before golf clubhouse.

4130m

D3.3 R off  road onto path through golf course and across corner of cricket gd; 
ahead at next path jct and on to reach High St at Otford.

2160m

CARD
SE.D3

Lullingstone Roman villa
to

Otford

Start Lullingstone Roman villa — DA4  0JA

Finish Otford — TN14  5PQ

Distance 6.29km

Duration 1 hour 23 minutes

Ascent 74.1m

Access Train 1.2km distant from start of section; train 550m distant from end of section; 
train 350m distant from Darenth Valley golf course en route.

Facilities Kiosk at start of section; shops, tearooms and pub at end of section; farm shop at 
Castle Farm and pub at Shoreham en route.
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This section of the route 
starts at the south side of 

Lullingstone Roman villa, in the Darent 
Valley.

The villa was excavated between 1949 
and 1961, the site having been revealed 
before the Second World War when a 
tree blew over. it is now housed within 
its own shed for protection, and visitors 
may get a very close view of the house’s 
layout. There is a fi ne mosaic fl oor to 
see. The villa is in the care of English 
Heritage.

If you are coming from Eynsford 
station, 1.2km distant, descend to the 
main road, cross, and turn left. Follow 
the right-hand pavement (such as it 
is in places) to the far end of a former 
bend in the road, now a lay-by with a 
recycling centre. Here, turn right at a 
gate and follow the path to the villa. To 
pick up the route, turn left in front of 
the villa.

Start off  southbound on the 
narrow road, and follow it 

past some houses and farm buildings 
to the gatehouse of Lullingstone Castle.

Lullingstone Castle has a fi ne brick 
sixteenth-century gatehouse, with 
a manor house behind which was 
remodelled in the early eighteenth 
century. There has been a manor house 
here since the time of the Domesday 
Book.

Beyond the gatehouse, slip to the 
right of the gateway across the road, 
and advance to pick up a path which 
follows the riverside. In time, you will 
come to the visitor centre and car park 
for the Lullingstone Country Park.

There are toilet facilities at the visitor 
centre.

Beyond the visitor centre lies Castle 
Farm, which produces, amongst other 
crops, lavender: in season, the fi elds 
are purple. There is a farm shop at the 
farm.

D3.1

D3.2

Lullingstone Roman villa — from top, Lullingstone busts found 
on site, view from the back of the bath area, and central mosaic
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The route is steered 
away from the road 
by a refuge route, 
a permissive path, 
This route keeps the 
hedge on the left, and 
descends to the road 
again at the far side 
of the farm buildings. 
Descend to the road 
where it takes a bend, 
but continue southwards on a path which passes between two 
fi elds, and then strikes across the next fi eld. The path continues in 
the same general direction to reach the river once more.

Follow the path next to the river and out onto the end of Mill Lane. 
Turn left along a path, then right, then left over a footbridge. Turn 
right immediately to follow the river, now on your right, all the way 
into Shoreham.

Turn left onto the road through the village, passing Ye Olde George 
Inn on your right.

The road takes a bend to the right, and then to the left. Just past 
the entrance to Shoreham Place, with its hectoring signs, a footpath 
comes in from the left, and 80m farther on, a path goes off  to the 
right.

Beyond this path lies the Darenth Valley Golf Club, and beyond 
that, 350m away, is Shoreham station (Southeastern services).

Turn right onto the path, and follow it between 
fairways of the golf course. You will come out onto the 

edge of a cricket pitch: just keep on in the same direction (or around 
the perimeter, as appropriate).

Shortly after passing the cricket pitch, the path 
descends to a junction: on the left, a stone has been 
inexpertly scratched with a direction “to Otford” 
to the right. Indeed, the Darent Valley Path does 
turn right here, then left after 250m, to reach 
Otford, but there is a perfectly good path ahead 
which leads directly into the centre of the village. 
press ahead, then, to descend towards Otford.

As you approach the village, almost the fi rst thing 
on your right is the village cricket pitch. Just before 
reaching the pitch, though, there is a representation 
of the solar system in a fi eld. Continue to the High 
Street, where this section ends.

To the left, there are tearooms on the way to the 
station, 550m distant. To the right, the Bull Inn.

D3.3

Lavender fi eld, Castle Farm

Shoreham


