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CARD
SW1

Trafalgar Square
to

Earlsfi eld

Start Nelson’s Column, Trafalgar Square — WC2N  5DU

Finish Earlsfi eld station (South Western Railway) — SW18  4SR

Distance 10.12km

Duration 2 hours 10 minutes

Ascent 68.6m

Access Good Tube and bus access throughout.

Facilities All facilities available throughout this section.

1.1 Nelson’s Column, Trafalgar Square 0m

1.2 Leave square at SW corner; cross Cockspur St; L and then R onto  R pvt of 
The Mall; L to cross opp Waterloo Pl; ahead to lake (café on R) then R along 
lake to bridge; L over bridge; R along lakeside to Birdcage Walk; ahead on 
Buckingham Gate to Victoria stn.

1950m

1.3 Ahead on Buckingham Palace Rd then Ebury Bridge Rd and L onto Chelsea 
Bridge Rd; cross Chelsea Bridge; R into Batt ersea Park; follow E side of park 
to exit at Queen’s Circus; S off  roundabout on Queenstown Rd, which follow, 
continuing on Cedars Rd, to N side of Clapham Common.

4350m

1.4 Cross Common, bearing R to reach arch, where half-R to keep Mount Pond 
over to L; exit Common and take Broomwood Rd ahead to Wandsworth 
Common; half-L across Common to cross rly by bridge; ahead (WSW) to exit 
Common; ahead on Nicosia Rd; R on Trinity Rd; L on Magdalen Rd; R on 
Garratt  Lane to Earlsfi eld stn.

3770m
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The route of the walk starts at the foot of 
Nelson’s Column in Trafalgar Square, one 

of the most iconic spots in London.

Trafalgar Square was laid out from 1830, on land 
which used to be royal mews stabling for Whitehall 
Palace (which is down Whitehall on the left). Work 
began on the National Gallery in 1832, and Nelson’s 
Column was erected in 1843 (the Landseer lions 
only arrived in 1867). The equestrian statue of King 
Charles I to the south of the square is the London 
zero-point for road distance measurement. Rather 
confusingly, the epicentre of road numbering for 
England and Wales is at St Paul’s Cathedral, next to 
St Martin le Grand, which was the headquarters of 
the General Post Offi  ce. The days of the post coaches 
may have passed, but the atavistic streak maintained 
the GPO at the heart of the road system.

Start off  by walking to the south-west 
corner of the square, opposite Canada 

House. Turn left to cross Cockspur Street at the traffi  c 
lights, then turn left to regain the roundabout on the 
south side of the square. Turn right to pass through 
Admiralty Arch onto The Mall.

Admiralty Arch was completed in 1912,  commissioned 
by King Edward VII to commemorate Queen Victoria. The central 
arch is normally used for ceremonial purposes, with the outer 
arches carrying pedestrian and vehicular traffi  c.

Keep to the right-hand pavement of The Mall as far as the steps on 
the right which lead down from Waterloo Place and the Duke of 
York’s Column.

The tall column (38m) at the head of the stairs is surmounted by a 
bronze statue of Frederick William, Duke of York (1763-1827), the 
second son of King George III. The Duke is the most likely contender 
for the source of the Grand Old Duke of York in the nursery rhyme: 

he was praised by the Duke of 
Wellington for his administrative 
reforms of the army as Commander-
in-Chief.

Just beyond the steps, cross The 
Mall at the traffi  c lights and enter 
St James’s Park. Pass to the right 
of the war memorial to the South 
African Royal Artillery, and follow 
the path ahead. Pass to the left of the 
café to reach the lakeside; continue 
with the lake on your left to reach a 
footbridge.

1.1

1.2

Nelson’s Column, the iconic 
centre of Trafalgar Square

St James’s Park, with
two of the resident geese
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Cross the bridge, and then turn right to keep the 
lake on your right. Follow the path until it bears 
left to reach Birdcage Walk. Cross Birdcage Walk 
at the pedestrian crossing towards the forecourt 
of the barracks, and turn right along the left-hand 
pavement onto Buckingham Palace Road.

Over to your right stands Buckingham Palace, 
the London residence of HM the Queen, and the 
administrative headquarters of the Monarchy. 
Many ceremonial events are held in the Palace, 
and thousands of people from all walks of life in 
the United Kingdom receive invitations to a Royal 
Garden Party in the early summer.

However, you should not let the Palace blind you 
to other sights nearby. In front of the palace at the 
end of The Mall stands the national memorial to Queen Victoria, 
who was the fi rst monarch to make the Palace the “home and offi  ce”. 
Also, just beyond the gateway into the barracks, you will notice 
a bronze plaque affi  xed to the railings. It is a memorial to Arthur 
Sullivan — not the composer, but an Australian Gunner, who was 
killed in an accident while taking part on the Coronation of King 
George VI in 1937.

Continue along Buckingham Palace Road, crossing Victoria Street, 
to reach the entrance to the station forecourt at the Shakespeare pub.

Across Buckingham Palace Road to your right, there is a small 
triangular park, named Lower Grosvenor Gardens, which contains 
an equestrian statue of Maréchal Ferdinand Foch, who was Supreme 
Commander of the Allied Forces at the close 
of the Great War in 1918.

His military genius was successful in 
managing to co-ordinate French, British and 
American forces to push back the German 
army to the point of the armistice, signed at 
Compiègne, at which Foch was present.

Rather prophetically, he declared that the 
Treaty of Versailles did not bring peace, 
but was merely a “twenty-year armistice”. 
In the event, hostilities were renewed (in 
what would become the Second World War) 
just sixty-fi ve days after the twenty-year 
anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of 
Versailles.

Victoria station (it is named after the street, 
not the Queen, though her silhouett e 
adorns the Tube station walls) was formed 
as a general terminus for several railway 
companies, the principals being the London, 

Maréchal Foch statue,
Lower Grosvenor Gardens

Arthur Sullivan memorial,
Birdcage Walk
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Chatham and Dover Railway and the London, Brighton 
and South Coast Railway. The polarity of rivalry is still seen 
today in the two halves of the station, the lower-numbered 
platforms being used by Southeastern services, and the 
higher-numbered ones by Southern services.

Victoria is an important transport hub, with a major bus 
station adjacent to the railway station, and a Tube station 
served by the Circle, District and Victoria Lines. The main 
London coach station is ahead on Buckingham Palace Road: 
trails of tourists walk between the two.

Continue ahead along the left-hand pavement of 
Buckingham Palace Road. You will pass (on the 

other side of the street) Victoria Coach station.

This fi ne Art Deco building was constructed in 1932, though 
it suff ered for many years from the “trough of respect” for 
coach travel during the 1970s and 1980s.

Your eye will soon be drawn by the tall clock tower on the 
left-hand side of the road. The building is now occupied 
by the National Audit Offi  ce, but was built just after the 
coach station as the Empire Terminal for Imperial Airways. 
Passengers could check in here for their fl ights, and 
their luggage would be conveyed as they took the train 

from Victoria to Croydon aerodrome for fl ights to Europe, or to 
Southampton docks for fl ying-boat services to Empire destinations 
such as South Africa and Australia.

Continue ahead into Ebury Bridge Road, and follow it all the way to 
its end at Chelsea Bridge Road. Turn left and follow the 
left-hand pavement to Chelsea Bridge. Cross Grosvenor 
Road to reach the bridge, then cross to the bridge’s 
right-hand pavement at the traffi  c lights.

The current Chelsea Bridge, opened in 1937, is the 
second bridge on the site, the fi rst being constructed to 
give access to the new Batt ersea Park in 1858, and was 
opened by Queen Victoria.

Cross the bridge on its right-hand (upstream) side. Just 
beyond the bus stop on the south side of the bridge, turn 
right to pass through the gate into Batt ersea Park. Once 
through the gates, turn left onto a pathway (signed as 
the Thames Path towards Queen’s Circus Gates). 

The area (83ha) now covered by Batt ersea Park was once 
a prime market garden for London: its two principal 
crops were asparagus (is this echoed in the chimneys 
of Batt ersea Power Station?) and, farther away from 
the river, lavender (hence Lavender Hill). The park, 
inaugurated in 1858, hosted the fi rst football match 
played under the auspices of the Football Association, 

Imperial Airways’ Empire 
Terminal, Victoria

1.3

Chelsea Bridge, south side
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and contained the Festival Gardens 
during the 1951 Festival of Britain.

Follow the pathway along the east 
side of Batt ersea Park to Carriage 
Drive South, where turn left to exit 
the park through the gates at Queen’s 
Circus. Turn right, and cross Prince 
of Wales Drive at the traffi  c lights. 
Continue round the roundabout, 
then turn left onto Queenstown 
Road. Follow Queenstown Road 
under three railway bridges (the 
second one at Queenstown Road 
station — formerly, as you will see, 
Queen’s Road station), to reach 
Wandsworth Road.

Here, you are at the west end of 
Lavender Hill, probably most 
famous as the location of the action 
in The Lavender Hill Mob, with Alec 
Guinness and Stanley Holloway, 
and including cameos by the 
unlikely couple of Audrey Hepburn 
and Valerie Singleton.

Cross Wandsworth Road, and 
continue ahead on Cedars Road, 
passing on the left a garage with the 
history of urban transport ghosted 
on its walls: this will eventually 
lead you out onto the north side of 
Clapham Common.

To reach Clapham Common Tube 
station, turn left along Long Road: 
the station is 750m distant.

Cross the road at the 
traffi  c lights and step onto 

Clapham Common.

The Common has been common 
land for centuries, and is mentioned 
in the Domesday Book of 1086. 
It was purchased in 1877 by the 

1.4

From top:

Batt ersea Park, eastern boundary path

Railway bridges on Queenstown Road

Cedars estate

Clapham Common, west from bandstand
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Metropolitan Board of Works to ensure its 
continuing service to the public good. Today, it is 
managed by the London Borough of Lambeth.

Advance from the road onto Clapham Common, 
bearing slightly right at the fi rst path junction to 
aim for, and reach, the Clapham Common Arch, a 
bandstand in the middle of a circular meeting of 
six paths.

A large part of the grassland of the Common is 
taken over by team sports, especially at weekends, 
while the paths are often commandeered by 
private groups for exercise, devaluing the public 
good.

There is a small café on the left on the approach to 
the Arch.

From the Arch, take the second path on the right 
from your approach (it sets off  approximately in 
a west-south-westerly direction): you will have 

railings on your left-hand side. Ignore a path which trends off  left 
(with the railings) towards Mount Pond, but rather continue ahead 
in the same direction to reach the west side of the Common.

Cross the road at the traffi  c lights, and continue over the western 
fringe of the Common. Plunge into Broomwood Road, remaining 

on its left-hand pavement. Pass the 
imposing brick bulk of Thomas’s 
School on your right, then dip down 
and rise again to reach Bolingbroke 
Grove at the far end of Broomwood 
Road, Cross Bolingbroke Grove at the 
traffi  c lights to reach Wandsworth 
Common.

Take the path leading half-left, 
which leads to a footbridge (known 
as the Cat’s Back Bridge) across 
the railway. Continue ahead (to 
the west-south-west) to leave the 
common along a narrow footpath 
between houses.

Emerge to cross Baskerville Road. 
Take Nicosia Road straight ahead 
(no entry for wheeled traffi  c), and 
walk down its right-hand pavement.

At the end of Nicosia Road, cross 
Trinity Road by the pedestrian 
crossing.

From top:

Broomwood Road

Wandsworth Common

Magdalen Road
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Turn right, then immediately left into Magdalen Road, crossing at 
a suitable location onto its right-hand pavement, to reach the main 
entrance to Wandsworth Cemetery.

This huge cemetery is not one of the “Magnifi cent Seven” Victorian 
cemeteries, but is as large as these. Alongside the thousands of 
locals’ graves, there is a total of 599 military graves, tended by the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. As well as British service 
personnel, combatants from Newfoundland, Australia, New 
Zealand and South Africa are buried here.

There are toilet facilities in the cemetery, close to the entrance.

Follow Magdalen Road for its full length to reach Garratt  Lane. 
Turn right: Earlsfi eld station is on the right.

Earlsfi eld station is served by South Western Railway services to 
and from Waterloo.


