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CARD
W1

Trafalgar Square
to

Hammersmith

Start Nelson’s Column, Trafalgar Square — WC2N  5DU

Finish Hammersmith — W6  7AB

Distance 9.61km

Duration 2 hours 1 minute

Ascent 54.4m

Access Good Tube and bus access throughout.

Facilities All facilities available throughout this section.

1.1 Nelson’s Column, Trafalgar Square 0m

1.2 To W side of square; keep Canada Ho to R; L pvt of Pall Mall; L on 
Marlborough St; R on Mall; ahead on Constitution Hill; through Wellington 
Arch; cross to gates next to Apsley Ho.

2090m

1.3 Across S Carriage Dr; R, then L on Serpentine Rd past lake; rise to W Carriage 
Dr; L over bridge; R, than L of two paths; at cross-paths; half-right on avenue 
(NW); ahead to perimeter path, where L; exit R; L on Bayswater Rd; ahead 
(L pvt) to Nott ing Hill Gate.

3640m

1.4 Ahead (L pvt); L into Holland Pk (street); enter park L; at Holland statue, 
down to Holland Ho; R past formal garden; L, then L and immediately R to 
exit park; R ont Ilchester Place; L on Abbotsbury Rd; R on Melbury Rd; cross 
Addison Rd; ahead on Napier Rd, Fairfax Pl; R on Russell Rd; L over bridge 
to Kensington Olympia stn.

2290m

1.5 R, then L (Maclise Rd), L (Beaconsfi eld Terrace Rd), R (Blythe Rd); L (Girdlers 
Rd); R along Brook Green to Shepherds Bush Rd; R to Hammersmith stn.

1480m
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The route of the walk 
starts at the foot of 

Nelson’s Column in Trafalgar 
Square, one of the most iconic 
spots in London.

Trafalgar Square was laid out 
from 1830, on land which used 
to be royal mews stabling for 
Whitehall Palace (which is down 
Whitehall on the left). Work 
began on the National Gallery in 

1832, and Nelson’s Column was erected in 1843 (the Landseer lions 
only arrived in 1867). The statue of King Charles I to the south of 
the square is the London zero-point for road distance measurement. 
Rather confusingly, the epicentre of road numbering for England and 
Wales is at St Paul’s Cathedral, next to St Martin le Grand, which 
was the headquarters of the General Post Offi  ce. The days of the 
post coaches may have passed, but the atavistic streak maintained 
the GPO at the heart of the road system.

Begin by walking to the west side of the square and cross 
onto Cockspur Street, keeping Canada House on your 

right. At the far end of the building, by the statue of King George III, 
continue to cross Haymarket, which descends towards you on your 
right. Follow the right-hand pavement of Pall Mall ahead.

At the foot of Regent Street, pass the memorial to the Crimean 
War, with the statue of Florence Nightingale the most recognisable 
element, and continue ahead across the street.

Florence Nightingale is rightly known for her nursing of the 
soldiers of the Crimean War, but she was also one of the fi rst people 
to understand the importance of statistical analysis of health data in 
identifying opportunities for improvements, and she is classifi ed by 

Wikipedia as “statistician” rather 
than “nurse”.

Cross Pall Mall at the traffi  c lights 
to continue along its left-hand 
pavement. At the end of the street, 
turn left down Marlborough 
Road, with St James’s Palace on 
your right.

St James’s Palace was built by 
King Henry VIII, and is still 
an important royal building, 
even if it has been upstaged by 
Buckingham Palace for the past 
250 years or so.

It is still a royal residence, and all 
foreign ambassadors and High 

1.1

1.2

Landseer lion, with Canada 
House, in Trafalgar Square

Memorial to the Crimean 
War, Waterloo Placee
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Commissioners are accredited to the 
Court of St James. On the night before 
his execution, King Charles I stayed in 
St James’s Palace, and the fi rst of the six 
treaties which created the United Nations 
Organisation was signed here.

Turn right into the Mall, and walk towards 
Buckingham Palace. In front of the Victoria 
Monument, at the pillar honouring South 
Africa, turn right and follow the curve, 
with the balustrade on your left, past the 
Canada Gates and onto Constitution Hill. 
Walk the full length of Constitution Hill, 
past the Commonwealth Memorial Gates, 
to the Hyde Park Corner gyratory system. 
Go ahead and cross at the lights.

Ahead is the Wellington Arch. Pass 
through (or round) the arch. On your left 
is the granite wall of the Australian War 
Memorial. Turn right at the Royal Artillery 
memorial, then take two light-controlled pedestrian crossings to 
reach the gates next to Apsley House.

Hyde Park Corner station is down below, and the network of 
subways which give access to the station form a subterranean 
alternative to jousting with the traffi  c at the street-level crossings.

Apsley House is the London residence of the Dukes of Wellington, 
since it was bought by the fi rst Duke in 1817. The house was built 
by Robert Adam in the 1770s, and some features remain following 
the renovations of 1819 by Benjamin Wyatt  on the 
instructions of the fi rst Duke. Because the house 
was the fi rst dwelling seen by people arriving 
from the west, it was given the facetious address 
of Number One, London.

Go through the gate, and cross South 
Carriage Drive. Turn right, then left 

along the long straight avenue which is Serpentine 
Road. This takes the north side of the Serpentine 
lake. Where the lakeshore bends slightly to the 
right, rise to road level to turn left onto West 
Carriage Drive.

The Serpentine lake was created in 1730 on the 
instructions of Queen Caroline, and was originally 
fed by the River Westbourne. However, that river 
became too polluted, and water was later pumped 
from the Thames to fi ll the lake. Nowadays, the 
water comes from three bore-holes within Hyde 
Park. The Serpentine Swimming Club is very 

1.3

Wellington Arch,
Hyde Park Cornere

The Serpentine lake, looking 
west from the north-shore 

boathouses, Hyde Parke
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active, and has organised a 
Christmas morning race since 
1864. The Serpentine Bridge was 
built by John Rennie in the 1820s, 
when the West Carriage Drive 
became the boundary separating 
Hyde Park from Kensington 
Gardens.

Cross the bridge, then turn right 
into Kensington Gardens. Take 
the path which slightly left of 
straight ahead (a bit south of due 
west), then at the fi rst crossing 
(where fi ve paths meet), head off  
half-right (that is, to the north-
west) along an avenue.

Remain on this avenue for 900m, passing the Physical Energy statue 
(created by George Frederick Watt s, 1817-1904) on the way. When 
you reach the north perimeter path, turn half-left, then, at the end, 
turn right onto the Broad Walk for a few metres, then exit onto 
Bayswater Road.

Pass a coach park on the left, then the Russian Embassy. 
Pass the gates which lead into Kensington Palace 
Gardens, then the grey post-war building which is 
home to the Czech and Slovak embassies. This leads 
you into the commercial centre of Nott ing Hill Gate. 
Keep resolutely to the left-hand pavement, past the 
station entrances.

When the shops have given way to back 
garden gates, the street-name changes to 

Holland Park Avenue, and the road descends towards 
Shepherds Bush Green. Pass Campden Hill Square 
(home to many celebrities in their time, and to some 
heroics in The Napoleon of Nott ing Hill, by GK Chesterton). 
At a bus stop named Holland Park, turn left into the 
street of that name. The fi rst building on the left houses 
the Ukrainian Institute in London, and St Volodymyr 
stands guard at the corner of the street.

Follow the left-hand pavement of Holland Park (the 
street of that name) past some buildings: the right-hand 
bend is taken up on your left by a white wall. At the 
end of the wall, an archway, topped by the arms of the 
defunct London County Council (1889-1965), gives 
access to Holland Park (the park of that name).

Enter the park: the path bends slightly left. Where the 
path bends right, a side-path goes off  half-right: take 
this to reach the statue of Lord Holland.

1.4

Kensington Gardens, near 
the north-western corner

On the corner of Holland 
Park Avenue, St Volodymyr 
stands guard over the 
Ukrainian Institute
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The third Baron Holland was a minister in the 
Grey and Melbourne governments, having 
had a colourful political career earlier in the 
century. The park was bought for London in 
1952 from the sixth Earl of Ilchester, who was a 
descendant of the fi rst Baron Holland. Holland 
House was largely destroyed during the Second 
World War, with only the east wing surviving: 
this wing was used for some time as a youth 
hostel.

Bear half-left at the statue to take a past to the 
south-south-east to reach Holland House. Turn 
right, to pass the formal gardens on your left. 
Turn left at the end of the formal gardens, then 
left and right to descend to an archway. Pass 
beneath to emerge onto the southern access 
road to the buildings. of the park.

There are public toilets on the right, and a café 
to the left as you descend to leave the park.

The area to the west was developed for housing, 
and is known as the Ilchester estate. This area was originally part 
of the park.

Follow the access road out of the gate, and turn right into Ilchester 
Place. Cross Abbotsbury Road, then turn left, across the frontage 
of a large redbrick block of houses. At the bott om of the street, turn 
right onto Melbury Road. Cross Addison Road, and continue on 
Napier Road, which becomes Fairfax Place 
after you cross Holland Road. Turn right onto 
Russell Road, then left to take the footbridge 
over the railway tracks to Kensington Olympia 
station. Take the left-hand side if you are not 
using the station, otherwise you will need to 
touch in with your Oystercard (or contactless 
bank card)

The station is now served by Overground 
services and Southern services between East 
Croydon and Milton Keynes, and also by 
occasional District Line services, but the station 
used to be much busier. It was for some time 
the London terminus of Motorail, before cars 
became so reliable that a trip to Stirling or 
Perth was no longer a frightening test of vehicle 
components.

The bridge is free to cross nowadays, but it used 
to be considered part of platform access, and 
users were charged 2d for a platform ticket. In 
those days, an architect friend of the author had 

Alcove seating in the formal 
gardens of Holland House

The great gable of Olympia 
towers over Napier Road
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reason to cross the bridge in both 
directions when visiting offi  ces on 
the other side of the tracks, so in jest, 
he asked for a return platform ticket. 
He was surprised to be charged 2d 
for a “platform day return” ticket to 
cover the two crossings. The ticket 
had always been available, but had 
never been advertised. If one knew 
about it (or if a kindly clerk had 
acknowledged its existence), one 
could benefi t. 

Turn right on Olympia 
Way (the roofed car 

park ahead was once the Motorail 
terminal), then immediately left into 
Maclise Street. Take this street out to 

its end, bearing slightly right at a junction with a few small shops, 
and turn left onto Hazlitt  Road.

Turn right onto Blythe Road at the magnifi cent building ahead (it 
forms part of the archive of the Victoria and Albert Museum), then 
left onto Girdlers Road (no apostrophe). At the end of the street, 
you will reach Brook Green. Turn right, and keep to the left-hand 

pavement on the far side of the green. There 
is a path running through the green, but it is 
broken up and is not worth the eff ort.

The Brook Green Suite, by Gustav Holst, was 
writt en in 1933 for the junior orchestra of 
St Paul’s Girls’ School, which at the time was 
located here: Holst was director of music at 
the school for almost thirty years. It was also 
the location of Holst’s wedding in 1901, so 
the title may do double duty. The piece was 
writt en from Holst’s hospital bed: he died 
the following spring.

Some years ago, a teacher was tidying up a 
cupboard in the school, and he discovered 
some old music manuscripts. They were 
piano transcriptions which Holst had made 
of several of his works, and included a 
revelatory four-hands version of what is 
surely the best-known of his works, The 
Planets suite. The work has been performed 
by the teacheers in a husband-and-wife duo 
to great acclaim.

At the far end of Brook Green, turn left into 
Shepherds Bush Road, and follow its right-

The former Motorail 
terminal at
Kensington Olympia

St Paul’s Girls’ School,
Brook Green
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hand pavement all the way to the end, where it meets Hammersmith 
Broadway, the end of this section.

All transport and other facilities are available in the vicinity.


