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CARD
W2

Hammersmith
to

Boston Manor

Start Hammersmith — W6  7AB

Finish Boston Manor station — TW8  9LQ

Distance 9.28km

Duration 1 hour 56 minutes

Ascent 45.0m

Access Hammersmith station (Circle, District, Hammersmith and City, and Piccadilly 
Lines) at start of section. Boston Manor station (Piccadilly Line) at end of section. 
Ravenscourt Park, Stamford Brook, and Turnham Green stations (all District 
Line), South Acton station (Overground) and Acton Town station (District and 
Piccadilly Lines) en route. Buses at start and end of section. Buses at Turnham 
Green, and Acton Town en route.

Facilities All facilities at start of section. Shops and café at end of section. Shops and cafés 
at Turnham Green and Gunnersbury Ave en route.

2.1 Hammersmith stn. 0m

2.2 WNW on Beadon Rd; L on Glenthorne Rd; L on Dalling Rd, R alongside 
rly to Ravenscourt Ave; R under rly, then L; ahead in park to Ravenscroft 
Gdns; cross Goldhawk Rd; R on Stamford Brook Ave; L on South Side, R on 
Prebend Gdns; L on Bath Rd to Acton Green at Turnham Green stn.

2490m

2.3 Cross Acton Green; R on Acton Lane; L on Cunnington St to South Acton 
stn; cross rly; ahead on Palmerston Rd; L on Bollo Bridge Rd; R on Bollo 
Lane; L on Gunnersbury Lane to Acton Town stn.

2380m

2.4 SW on Gunnersbury Lane; L on N Circular Rd; R into park; pass pond; R to 
pavilion; L to courts, R (NNW) to perimeter path, where L; at corner, half-R 
to exit park; L on Pope’s Lane; L into cemy; ahead, then R, then L to war 
meml; R; cross path to exit onto S Ealing Rd; L to Murray Rd.

2780m

2.5 Along Murray Rd; R (Windmill Rd); L (The Ride); R (Boston Manor Rd) to 
Boston Manor stn.

1630m
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This section starts on Beadon Road near the 
main junction at Hammersmith Broadway, 

outside the entrance to the Hammersmith and City Line 
station.

As well as trains from the station, and from the main 
Hammersmith station across Broadway, buses from 
Hammersmith bus station (to the left of the station 
complex) contribute to an important transport nexus.

Walk in a west-north-westerly direction 
along Beadon Road, crossing to the left-hand 

pavement at the pedestrian crossing, to its junction 
with Glenthorne Road, where turn left along the left-
hand pavement of the latt er. At the far end, turn left into 
Dalling Road, and pass under the railway. Take a lane 
on the right parallel to the railway, then turn right to 
pass beneath the tracks at Ravenscourt Park station.

Turn left along a lane parallel to the tracks: it leads 
into Ravenscourt Park. Continue ahead, trending right 
to move away from the railway. Pass a pond on your 
left, then exit the park on the left. Cross the road into 
Ravenscourt Gardens opposite. Follow its left-hand 
pavement all the way to Goldhawk Road: cross and go 
to the left of the petrol station.

Stamford Brook station is off  to the left.

Turn right onto Stamford Brook Road, keeping the petrol station 
on your right. Turn left onto South Side, with a park on your right. 
Turn right at the end of the park into Prebend Gardens, and left onto 
Bath Road. Pass the Arts Educational School (formerly occupied 
by Chiswick Polytechnic, which merged into the West London 
Institute of Higher Education, vacating the site before the latt er’s 
merger with Brunel University) on your left. At the end of the road, 

reach Turnham Green Terrace.

Across Bath Road stands the 
church of St Michael and All 
Angels, looking more like a 
cricket pavilion than a traditional 
church. Norman Shaw is said to 
have infl uenced the design.

Turnham Green station is off  to 
the left. There are many shops 
and refuelling opportunities here.

Cross the road, and 
enter Acton Green. 

Keep close to the railway until 
Fisher’s Lane is crossed, then aim 
slightly right on a path which 

2.1

2.2

2.3

Alleyway leading to 
Ravenscourt Park station

St Michael and All Angels,
Turnham Green
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does not abut the church, but exits the park on Acton 
Lane ahead.

Cross Acton Lane and take Cummington Road ahead, 
bending right with the road. Take this street to its far 
end at South Acton station (Overground). Cross the 
bridge, and come out onto Palmerston Road. Follow 
it to its end, and turn left to follow Bollo Bridge Road 
to its end. Turn right onto Bollo Lane.

This whole area is undergoing comprehensive 
development, and for now, Bollo Bridge Road is the 
easiest route to follow.

Take Bollo Lane (the right-hand pavement is the 
only practicable option) to its end. Cross Bollo Lane 
by the pedestrian crossing, and continue ahead onto 
Gunnersbury Lane. The main entrance to Acton 
Town station is on your left.

Acton Town is a busy connection station on the 
Underground, with trains on the District and 
Piccadilly lines serving Uxbridge, Ealing, Heathrow 
Airport, and central London.

From the station, continue along 
Gunnersbury Lane to the junction with 

the North Circular Road, traversing this busy 
thoroughfare at the pedestrian crossing just to the left of the junction.

There are a few shops adjoining the station, with more ahead at the 
junction with the North Circular Road.

At the far side of the crossing, turn left and go downhill for a few 
metres, then turn right to enter the tranquillity of Gunnersbury 
Park. You will soon come to the Small Mansion on your left, with 
a small car park. Beyond is the 
Large Mansion, now a museum. 
Pass to the left of the Large 
mansion, with the Small Mansion 
on your left. A magnifi cent vista 
opens out in front of you, as the 
parkland falls away in front of 
you, leading down to a lake called 
Potomac — the connection with 
Washington DC is unclear.

Gunnersbury Park and Mansion 
have been in local authority hands 
since 1929, but a full millennium’s 
history is stored here, starting 
with Gunylda, the niece of King 
Knút (or Canute). This area was 
called “Gunylda’s burh” (or 

The Large Mansion, 
Gunnersbury Park

The new face of Bollo Lane, 
on the approach to

Acton Town station

2.4
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stronghold); the name has come down to us today as 
“Gunnersbury”.

Gunylda’s grim fate was to fi nd herself banished 
out of England and into exile under a charge of 
spowsebrech (spouse-breach, or adultery) in 1044. 
Later, she was able to clear herself of the charge by 
means of a ‘champion’, whereby a knight chosen by 
the royal defendant (who could not be seen to be 
tried in the same manner as a commoner) fought 
against a knight appointed by the court. In the 
contest, Gunylda’s champion slew the court’s knight, 
so Gunylda was acquitt ed. If the court’s knight had 
prevailed, Gunylda would have been considered 
guilty, and would have been executed without trial.

Much later on, the Gunnersbury estate was 
purchased for Princess Amelia (1711-1786), daughter 
of George II; the Princess held a lively political salon 

at the house, and had the park designed in the landscape style as was 
fashionable at the time. In later years, the well-known Rothschild 
banking family held the estate. In the early 1960s, the Orangery was 
allowed to be used by the Brunel Students’ Union (the university 
was then based in Acton) for entertainment and other events. 
Today, Gunnersbury Park accommodates one of the campuses of 
Capel Manor, London’s land-based further education college.

Walk along the garden frontage of the Large Mansion, and then turn 
right to approach an Italian café. Bear left before reaching the café 
(or make onwards after visiting it!) to pass the Round Pond on your 

right (with its Temple on the far side), then left again 
at an interpretive board which describes the park’s 
“eighteenth-century landscape”. This path then curls 
round to the right, hugging the hedge (behind which 
is Capel Manor College’s campus).

Turn right towards a sports pavilion and car park, 
then bear left to reach some fenced courts. Here, turn 
right, with the courts on your left, to reach the path 
which runs along the northern perimeter of the park. 
Turn to the left to follow the perimeter path, with 
house-backs on your right. Where the path turns left 
to  descend the western perimeter of the park, turn 
half right to pass a lodge, and go on out to the corner 
of Pope’s Lane and Lionel Road North. Bear half-left 
to continue along Pope’s Lane, with a row of shops 
on your left, until you reach the gate of South Ealing 
Cemetery.

If the gate is shut, continue along Pope’s Lane, and 
then turn left down South Ealing Road to re-join the 
route at the cemetery’s main entrance.

South Ealing Cemetery
War Memorial

Round Pond and Temple, 
Gunnersbury Park
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Enter the cemetery, and walk down the broad avenue. Your way 
through the cemetery is simple: just follow the signs to the chapel, 
which is at the South Ealing Road entrance. Turn right at the end, 
then left just before the end of the next (transverse) avenue.

Pass the local war memorial on its litt le roundabout with its familiar 
Cross of Sacrifi ce (designed by Sir Edward Lutyens), then turn right 
at the next litt le circle. Cross a narrow public footpath which bisects 
the cemetery and is enclosed by fences separating the two parts 
of the cemetery (but proceed with great care — local cyclists use 
it frequently for their egotistical charade of sprint practice), and 
continue out through the chapel arch onto South Ealing Road, 
where turn left.

Buses here connect with Ealing Broadway and the A4. South Ealing 
station (Piccadilly Line, Heathrow branch) is about 600m away to 
the north.

Turn right into Murray Road; at its far end, turn right 
up Windmill Road. Cross at the pedestrian crossing, and 

continue on a path which leads through to the end of The Ride.

Pass a school on your left, and go to the far end. where you will reach 
Boston Manor Road. Here, turn right uphill to reach a pedestrian 
crossing near the gate of Boston Manor House and Park.

Boston Manor House is a Grade I listed Jacobean manor house 
with links to, among others, the Earls Spencer of Althorp and the 

2.5

Boston Manor House
East frontage
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merchant family of the Clitherows. The house and park have been 
held in public ownership since 1923.

Prior to the building of the Manor House, the estate (previously 
seized from the Duke of Somerset) was given by Queen Elizabeth I 
to the Earl of Leicester, who started a sort of pass-the-hot-potato 
sequence until the Somerset taint was suffi  ciently distant.

Keep to the left-hand pavement of Boston Manor Road to reach 
Boston Manor station, the end of this section.


