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CARD
W3

Boston Manor
to

Hayes

Start Boston Manor station — TW8  9LQ

Finish Hayes — UB3  4SG

Distance 7.78km

Duration 1 hour 38 minutes

Ascent 43.5m

Access Boston Manor station (Piccadilly Line, Heathrow branch) at start of section. 
Hayes and Harlington station (Great Western Railway) at end of section. Buses at 
start and end of section. Buses at Hanwell Bridge (700m distant) and at Norwood 
Green en route.

Facilities All facilities at end of section. Shop at Norwood Green en route.

3.1 Boston Manor station 0m

3.2 NW on Boston Rd; L into Wellmeadow Rd and R on Southdown Ave for 
240m; ; L to enter park, keeping trees on L, then ahead in open land; after 
belt of trees on R, take R fork towards Trumpers Way, then L to reach canal; 
R to follow towpath with canal on L to Brent River Path exit on R; continue 
past fi ve locks to Three Bridges.

2810m

3.3 Continue on towpath with canal on L past two locks and on to Norwood 
Green at Norwood Rd.

1650m

3.4 Continue on towpath with canal on L; cross Paddington arm at Bulls Bridge; 
continue to bridge at Station Road, Hayes.

3320m



3 – 2 Cardinal route – W © 2019-22 IG Liddell

This section starts outside Boston Manor 
station.

Boston Manor station is on the Heathrow branch 
of the Piccadilly Line: buses connect with Hanwell 
and Brentford..

There are shops and a cafeteria on Boston Road.

From the station, start off  in a north-
westerly direction along Boston Road. 

Take the fi rst road on the left (Wellmeadow 
Road), then turn right into Southdown Avenue. 
After about 240m, turn left to enter Elthorne Park. 
Follow the crushed stone path ahead, then bend 
with it to the right, to keep the playing fi elds on 
your right, and trees on your left. Keep to the 
main path until, after a thin belt of trees is passed 
on your right, the path splits.

Take the right-hand option, and continue until 
you are approaching a road (Trumpers Road). 
Before you reach the road, though, bear off  left 

to descend to the Grand Union 
Canal.

Turn right on the canal towpath 
(with the water to your left), and 
follow it to the Brent River Path, 
which is signposted to the right.

If you take the Brent River Path, 
it will lead in 700m to Uxbridge 
Road: there is a pub adjacent, and 
buses run between Uxbridge, 
Hayes End, Ealing, Acton and 
White City along this road.

Continue along the towpath, 
ascending past another four 
locks. On the way, you will 
notice a bricked-up arch in the 
wall which borders the towpath 
on the right. Behind the wall was 
the Hanwell County Asylum, 
now incorporated into Ealing 
Hospital, and the archway was 
into a private wharf for the 
asylum.

This crossing point is Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel’s remarkable 

Three Bridges site, a site historically signifi cant enough to have 
been designated as a scheduled monument. Of course, there are 

3.1

3.2

Top — Elthorne Park
Centre — Swans on canal
Bott om — Hanwell locks
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only two bridges, but three levels 
of transport: the miscounted name, 
though has stuck.

The railway line running between 
Southall and Brentford, which you 
crossed at the north end of Glade 
Lane, was Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel’s fi nal railway project 
(1856-59). There were two principal 
obstacles in the way of the railway: 
the Grand Junction — today, the 
Grand Union — Canal (built in 
1794), and Windmill Lane, which 
led from Southall to the bank of the 
Thames at Isleworth. Brunel decided 
to meet both of these obstacles head 
on, and devised a route which would 
create a three-decker bridge: road 
over canal over rail. The railway 
needed to be in a deep cutt ing, so 
that it would not spoil the view from 
Osterley Park. Large metal beams on 
a central brick pier carry the weight 
of the canal (in a trough 2.4m deep, a 
fl ange of which forms the towpath) 
and the road over the railway line.

Access to road level is on the east 
side of the bridge: it is worth going up to look at the 
structure from all of the available angles — though not, 
of course, from the railway.

Continue along the towpath past the top two 
locks of the Hanwell fl ight.

At Toplocks, there is a bus stop with services to Southall, 
and a convenience shop.

Pass beneath the bridge which carries Norwood Road 
at Norwood Green. This section of the canal is arrow 
straight.

There are rather spartan opportunities for refuelling 
just south of the bridge, where there are a few shops.

Buses link this point with Southall.

Press ahead: shortly after a bend to the right, 
North Hyde Lane crosses the canal.

Here, there is a small shop and pub adjacent to the 
towpath, with further spartan refuelling opportunities.

1.5km farther on, you will reach Bulls Bridge, where the Paddington 
arm of the canal branches off .

3.3

Top — Three Bridges
Centre — Lock in use

Bott om — Refl ections, 
Norwood  Green

3.4
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Across the canal at this point, there is a 
large supermarket with its own moorings. 
However, it is hardly worth the eff ort to 
reach it, since you will soon be in Hayes 
Town.

Cross the Paddington arm at Bulls Bridge, 
pass beneath the busy A312, then beneath 
North Hyde Gardens (a rather bucolic 
term for the access to a bus garage).

The next bridge is the Great Western 
Railway, and the development of the 
Elizabeth Line which uses these tracks has 
brought substantial renovation to Hayes, 
and to West Drayton farther ahead. 
Much industrial land has been converted 
to houses and (particularly) fl ats, in 
expectation of increased commuting 
into London, and service companies 
are locating in the area to pick up on 
an incoming workforce. The site of the 

venerable Nestlé factory, which lies across the canal between North 
Hyde Gardens and the railway, is a major project for the developers.

Continue underneath the railway for the last short step to Hayes. 
Take a bridge across the entrance to a small dock on the right. If 
you are leaving the route at Hayes, take the higher path which leads 
out to Station Road via Western View; if you intend to continue 
westwards towards West Drayton and Yiewsley, keep to the 
towpath.

The next bridge, Station Road, marks the end of this section.

From the end of Western View at Station Road, Hayes and 
Harlington station is up to your left. All facilities are available in 
Hayes to your right. There are local bus connections to Uxbridge, 
Harrow, Heathrow and elsewhere.

Paddington arm of the
Grand Union Canal,
seen from Bulls Bridge


