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CARD
W4

Hayes
to
Iver

Start Hayes — UB3  4SG

Finish Iver — SL0  9PJ

Distance 7.43km

Duration 1 hour 34 minutes

Ascent 42.1m

Access Hayes and Harlington station (Great Western Railway) at start of section. Buses 
at start of section. Buses at end of section. Buses at West Drayton station en route.

Facilities All facilities at start of section. Shops and pub at end of section. All facilities at 
Yiewsley en route.

4.1 Hayes and Harlington station 0m

4.2 Follow canal towpath to Yiewsley High St at West Drayton stn. 3930m

4.3 Follow towpath to Trout Rd; rise to road and cross canal; ahead at crossroads, 
then bend R; half-L on Trout Lane; do not cross bridge L but continue to 
Slough arm, where L; under M25 then take rising path L to Thorney Lane, 
where R; L at Swan Inn and along High Street to jct with Bangors Rd N.

3500m
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This section starts in Hayes Town, on 
the canal towpath at Station Road.

Hayes and Harlington station has services to and 
from Paddington, West Drayton and Maidenhead. 
There are local bus connections to Uxbridge, 
Harrow, Heathrow and elsewhere.

All facilities are available in Hayes.

Follow the towpath west from Station 
Road with the canal on your left. Pass 

under two further road bridges, the second at a 
bend in the canal.

Stockley Park (a modern business park) is now off  
to the right. After another bend, go underneath 
the Stockley by-pass, and a smaller older bridge. 
Two more bridges are met before West Drayton 
station may be seen on the other side of the canal. 
The next bridge carries Yiewsley High Street.

At Yiewsley High Street, there are all facilities in 
Yiewsley, to your right. To the left, West Drayton 
has a smaller selection, though basic needs may be 
met in either zone.

West Drayton station lies off  to the left, with 
services to London, Slough Maidenhead, Reading 

and Didcot. Buses here provide links with Hounslow, Heathrow 
and Uxbridge.

Continue along the canal as far as the next bridge, which 
carries Trout Road. Rise to road level, and cross the canal. 

Continue along Trout Road, carrying straight ahead at a crossroads. 
Turn right with the road, and take Trout Lane, which branches off  
half-left. Ignore a path to the left which crosses a bridge: keep on 
in a generally westerly direction. Soon, there will be a lake over to 
your left. Continue ahead, the path rising slightly towards a bridge.

When you reach the bridge over the Slough arm of the Grand Union 
Canal, do not cross the canal. Drop down to the left and turn left to 
keep the canal on your right.

The Slough arm of the canal, 
which has no locks, was opened 
in 1882 to serve brickworks: 
commercial traffi  c ceased in 1960. 
After the abandonment of plans 
to fi ll the canal in to build an 
access route for a trading estate, 
the canal was re-opened in 1975 
for leisure purposes.

4.1

4.2

4.3

The River Colne fl ows under 
Trout Road

Leisure activity on the Slough 
arm, Grand Union canal
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Our route crosses two aqueducts, one over 
the River Colne and the other over the Colne 
Brook.

You should note also the obelisk (where you 
join the towpath) indicating the boundary of 
the Coal Tax area. Traders importing coal or 
wine into London were subject to taxation 
in order to keep the roads and docks in the 
City of London up to standard. The obelisk 
is the standard marker on canals, with a 
taller version used beside railways. The 
great majority of markers, beside roads and 
tracks, are white metal bollards. The real 
purpose of the markers, which were erected 
in the 1860s, may have been litt le more than 
a publicity plea by the Corporation of the 
City of London, as “London” was expanding 
well beyond the Square Mile.

Follow the towpath over the two aqueducts 
and under the M25.

By reading the Ordnance Survey map, it 
appears that there is a footbridge across the 
canal, with a route beyond which leads into Iver with less road-
walking than as described below. Be assured that there is no such 
bridge, and that the route described below is the only option.

The Slough arm of the canal

The Swan Inn, Iver
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Beyond the M25, take a rising path parallel to the canal but on the 
left of the towpath: this will bring you out onto Thorney Lane. 
Cross the road and turn right, to cross the canal and follow Thorney 
Lane into Iver. Turn left at the Swan Inn, and follow the right-hand 
pavement of High Street to the junction with Bangors Road South, 
the end of this section.

Just beyond the junction are bus stops: on the right for Uxbridge 
and on the left for Slough.


