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CARD
E(S)2

Surrey Quays
to

Blackheath

Start Surrey Quays station — SE16  2UE

Finish Blackheath — SE3  0TJ

Distance 7.00km

Duration 1 hour 33 minutes

Ascent 91.6m

Access Good public transport access throughout.

Facilities All facilities available throughout this section.

2.1 Surrey Quays stn. 0m

2.2 Cross Lower Rd at pedestrian crossing; L into car park; cross roadway; R past 
bus stops; ahead alongside supermarket wall; R under road to Greenland 
Dock; L to follow waterside path; R on S Sea St over bridge; L to riverside at 
Greenland Pier.

1380m

2.3 Follow waterside walk (Thames Path) to Pepys Park; R through park, across 
Millard Rd, to Grove St; L into park; R to exit to L of play area; along Sayes 
Court St; L on Prince St; L on Watergate St; R on Borthwick St; L to riverside 
at Deptford Gn; follow riverside to Cutt y Sark.

3360m

2.4 R with ship on R; King William’s Walk to park; take path third from L to 
six-path jct; half-R on The Avenue; pass observatory; SSE on Blackheath Ave; 
pass to R of church to Royal Parade.

2260m
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The route of this 
section of the walk 

starts at Surrey Quays station 
(Overground services), at the 
Lower Road exit.

If you are arriving at this point 
by train, turn right when you 
reach the station concourse from 
platform level.

From Surrey Quays 
station, cross Lower 

Road at the light-controlled 
pedestrian crossing, turn right, 
and immediately bear left to enter 
the Surrey Quays shopping area 
through the metal arch. Cross an 

access road, and then turn right.

Beyond a bus stop, you will reach the corner of the huge supermarket: 
keep ahead past another two bus stops. Do not exit onto Redriff  
Road, but keep to the supermarket wall to descend, turn right, and 
pass beneath the road. The old (red) bridge used to take the road 
over the entrance to the docks where the shopping centre now 
stands: follow the path out to the expanse of Greenland Dock.

Turn left to follow the northern edge of the dock (Brunswick Quay).

On your way along Brunswick Quay, you will pass a memorial 
to James Walker. He was an engineer, originally from Falkirk, 

who worked for the Surrey Commercial 
Dock Company for many years (hence 
the monument), but this was not his sole 
engineering enterprise. He also constructed 
lighthouses, and created Granton Harbour 
as the 1830s extension to Edinburgh’s port. 
He was consulting engineer for what is now 
known as the Elizabeth Tower of the Palace 
of Westminster (containing Big Ben), and 
undertook a survey for the railway between 
Leipzig and Dresden. He designed and 
completed the Caledonian Canal between 
Fort William and Inverness.

Turn right at the Moby Dick pub to keep to 
the water’s edge, round a corner, and cross 
over a side-wharf before reaching a road. 
Turn right onto South Sea Street, and cross 
the main entrance to the dock. Turn left onto 
Princes Court, and then right to regain the 
riverside. The fi rst landmark is Greenland 
Pier.

2.1

2.2

Redriff  Bridge,
Surrey Quays

Greenland Dock
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Greenland Pier has river-bus services across the river to Canary 
Wharf, and up and down the river. River services are not covered 
by Oyster, but there is a discount on standard river-bus services for 
Oyster cardholders with a travelcard, 60+ pass, or Freedom Pass.

Cross the entrance to South Dock via the lock gates, and 
continue downstream, until the way is blocked, just where 

a couple of cannons are placed on the riverside. Here, turn right 
and make your way through Pepys Park, crossing Millard Road on 
the way, to come out onto Grove Street: turn left.

Samuel Pepys was Chief Secretary to the Admiralty, and a goodly 
proportion of this work was carried out at the Royal Dockyard in 
Deptford.

After walking along Grove Street for about 300m, turn left through 
a gate into Sayes Court Park. Cross the park to the far right-hand 
(south-east) corner, and exit along Sayes Court Street to Prince 
Street, adjacent to Evelyn Street.

The litt le park is all that is left of the 
land around Sayes Court, which 
was inhabited by Samuel Pepys 
while he was Chief Secretary to 
the Admiralty, renting it from the 
diarist and gardener (and much, 
much more) John Evelyn. Sayes 
Court had previously been owned 
by Cardinal Wolsey, until his 
falling-out with King Henry VIII: 
it then came by marriage to Evelyn 
via the Duke of Suff olk.

In his novel Kenilworth, Sir Walter 
Scott  sets Sayes Court as the 
location where Queen Elizabeth 
goes to meet the Duke of Sussex 
at his home.

2.3

Pepys Park, Deptford

Twinkle Park, Deptford



2 – 4 Cardinal route – E(S) © 2019-22 IG Liddell

There are bus stops on Evelyn Street to local 
destinations and (on the 188 service) through to 
Greenwich and Russell Square.

Turn left onto Prince Street, following the 
Thames Path signpost. all the way along the 
street to its junction with Watergate Street, just 
beyond the Dog and Bell pub. Turn left into 
Watergate Street, and follow it to the junction 
with Borthwick Street. There is a tiny park on 
the right called Twinkle Park. Turn right onto 
Borthwick Street. Pass some gable-fronted brick 
buildings on your left, and follow the street 
through a right-and-left zigzag. At the end of 
the street, the roadway takes a right turn (and 
the street-name changes to Deptford Green).

Do not turn right, but head straight on along a 
path, turning left to come out onto the riverside. 
Turn right, and follow the riverside to the 
outfl ow of Deptford Creek, and turn right. Here, 
there is a statue of Peter the Great.

Peter the Great, Tsar of Russia visited Deptford 
in 1698, staying at Sayes Court (another of John 
Evelyn’s tenants, but via a subtenancy which 
had to seek recompense from King William III 
for the Tsar’s depredations), to learn all he 
could about the Royal Navy — how the ships 
were built, and how the navy was managed. 

Today, this might be described as a form of industrial espionage, 
but who was going to stand up to the might of Russia, embodied in 
its undisputed leader?

Bend to the right alongside the creek: here, we may steal a march 
on the Thames Path by crossing the new footbridge (or divert via 
Creek Road bridge following the National Trail if tidal conditions 

demand), and return to the 
Thames riverside. Follow the 
riverside path to the pepperpot 
terminal of the Greenwich Foot 
Tunnel: ahead lies Greenwich Pier 
and the Cutt y Sark clipper ship.

The Greenwich Foot Tunnel was 
inaugurated in 1902, with the 
principal objective of allowing 
workers to commute to and from 
their work on the Isle of Dogs. 

The Cutt y Sark was built on the 
Clyde and launched in 1869 for 
the tea trade with India: faster 

Greenwich Foot Tunnel, 
south portal

Statue of Peter the Great, 
Deptford Creek
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than all previous ships on that route, the trade 
would be turned around and monopolised by 
similar ships. The opening in the same year 
of the Suez Canal dealt a mortal blow to sail 
on that route, and newer steamships were 
used. The focus of the ship therefore turned 
to the Australian wool trade until that too was 
monopolised by steamships. After a number 
of other uses (including a cadet training 
facility), the ship was placed in permanent 
dry dock at Greenwich. Despite two major 
fi res during the current century, the ship is 
a major att raction, being almost unique of 
its kind. The name Cutt y Sark derives from 
the Scots for ‘short shirt’: its best-known 
appearance is in Burns’ poem Tam o’ Shanter, 
wherein the most comely of the witches 
(wearing a skimpy nightgown) is hailed by 
Tam with a “Weel done, Cutt y Sark!” as she 
danced a particulary pleasurable measure.

Greenwich Pier has river-bus services to 
and from central London, and also occasionally downstream. 
River services are not covered by Oyster, but there is a discount on 
standard river-bus services for Oyster cardholders with a travelcard, 
60+ pass, or Freedom Pass..

Pass between the tunnel portal and the bow of the Cutt y 
Sark, and turn right at the pierhead. Walk past the ship, 

with the Old Naval College on your left. Continue ahead onto King 
William Walk, crossing the main road (Nelson Road): at the end of 
the street, you will reach St Mary’s Gate.

Just to the south of Nelson Road is a prime candidate for the worst 
public toilet in London, if not Europe. You have been warned! At 
the time of review (2022) the “inconveniences” are padlocked shut. 
Fear not, though: there are facilities ahead in Greenwich Park (or 
turn back and buy some food and/or drink at one of the many cafés 

National Maritime 
Museum, backed by the 

fi nancial district centred on 
Canary Wharf: the City of 

London is on the far left.

2.4

Cutt y Sark
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or pubs in the town centre, if the hill daunts 
you in your present state).

Beyond the statue of King William IV on the left, 
you will see the National Maritime Museum.

Go through St Mary’s Gate, and take the path 
nearest to the left-hand side of The Avenue 
(running south of east). Cross over one path, 
then where six paths come together, take the 
fourth path (clockwise from where you stand: 
it rises in a south-south-easterly direction). 

Where it splits, take the left fork to climb 
to the summit of the park, at the Old Royal 
Observatory, and cross to the statue of General 
James Wolfe, of the Québec campaign.

The northward vista from this point is 
exceptional. The fi nancial district on the Isle of Dogs is prominent 
behind the National Maritime Museum, and the City of London 
may be seen to the left. Behind the Docklands skyline, the northern 
horizon is taken up by Epping Forest: Pole Hill in Chingford is the 
visible limit due north of the Observatory.

The Royal Observatory Greenwich was established here (as proposed 
in 1674), and its line of longitude became the prime meridian for 
Britain in 1851: this status was confi rmed by Greenwich’s adoption 
as the world’s Prime Meridian in 1884, at a conference convened 
by Chester Arthur, President of the United States of America, 
Thenceforth, all  mapping and timekeeping was based on the 
meridian, creating the convention of Greenwich Mean Time.

With your back to Wolfe’s back, continue south-south-east on 
Blackheath Avenue, exiting by the park gate at a mini-roundabout. 
Press on ahead on the short stub of Duke Humphrey Road, and 
cross Shooters Hill Road at the light-controlled pedestrian crossing. 
You are now on the open land of Blackheath. Keep straight ahead 
on a path, towards a church spire. 

Blackheath has been the site of much history, from the 1381 Peasants’ 
Revolt to the fi rst international rugby matches between England 
and Scotland, and then between England and Wales.

Ignore a crossing path, and continue ahead, the path easing slightly 
to the right, to reach the corner of Talbot Place. Follow the path 
which branches off  to the left and make straight for the church. Pass 
to the right of the church to reach a crossroads with bus stops on 
your right on Royal Parade. This is the point in Blackheath which 
marks the end of this section.

Bus stops lie off  to the right; for Blackheath station (Southeastern 
and Thameslink services), turn left beyond the stops: the station is 
300m from Royal Parade.

All facilities and refreshment opportunities abound in Blackheath.

Statue of General James 
Wolfe in Greenwich Park


