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1 Macclesfi eld stn. 0m

2 R out of stn; beneath rly; Buxton Rd; cross to L pvt at refuge; cross canal; steps 
on L to towpath; L on towpath to Byron’s Lane (steps down); L along rd; L at 
fork; L at fork; follow Langley Rd to jct with Main Rd.

4410m

3 Main Rd; L on Holehouse Lane; L at reservoir to car park; ahead up steep path 
to S end of Tegg’s Nose; R, and contour to lane; R to car park and café.

2570m

4 NE on rd for 140m; half-L into fi eld; ahead through fi elds; descend to rd; L 
then R onto Bull Hill Lane; after 550m, L on path to Kerridge End.

2050m

5 R on rd; after 80m, L then ahead on path; 200m from leaving rd fork L (uphill), 
rising to summit; ahead along ridge to White Nancy.

2080m

6 W from White Nancy; descend through woodland; L on track to reach Kerridge. 590m

7 L on Oak Lane for 170m; R at farm to canal; cross canal to Tinkers Clough. 760m

8 Towpath S via Clarke Lane (crossover br) and Hurdsfi eld Rd to Buxton Rd; 
steps up; R over canal; ahead, crossing to L pvt at refuge; under rly; L to stn.

4770m

Railway days out
Tegg’s Nose and White Nancy

Start Macclesfi eld station (MAC) — SK11  6JP

Finish Macclesfi eld station (MAC) — SK11  6JP

Distance 17.32km

Duration 4 hour 10 minutes

Ascent 419m

Transport 
and ticketing 

Train from Euston; bus to Macclesfi eld at Langley and Kerridge; return ticket 
to Macclesfi eld (book well in advance for major saving)

Facilities Café at Tegg’s Nose Country Park; pubs in Gurnett  and Kerridge; all facilities 
in Macclesfi eld
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The walk begins at Macclesfi eld station, served by hourly direct 
trains between London Euston and Manchester Piccadilly.

Be sure to choose a train from Euston which stops at Macclesfi eld: 
there is no benefi t in changing from one of the other trains towards 
Manchester. This route is one of the prime West Coast services, with 
walk-up prices to match: by booking well in advance, you may be 
able to save more than 75% on your ticket.

Macclesfi eld is known for its history of silk-weaving — indeed, the 
new town centre by-pass is called The Silk Road. The arrival of the 
canal (1826-31) allowed the industry to diversify, with a canalside 
bread-fl our mill prominent. There are fi ne examples of Georgian and 
later architecture in the town, including the large cast-iron-framed 
furniture warehouse of Arighi Bianchi near the station.

Proper walking boots with good ankle support are essential for this 
walk. Some may see it as overkill on the fl at towpaths, but for the 
section between Langley and Kerridge, nothing else will do.

Exit the station, and turn right. Turn right to pass beneath the 
railway, keeping on the right-hand pavement.  On the far side 

of the bridge, continue ahead onto Buxton Road, the A537 for about 
550m, crossing to the left-hand pavement at a suitable refuge. Cross 
the canal, then corkscrew down to the left to reach the towpath.

Turn left and follow the canal towpath for 1.65km to a crossover 
bridge; the Hovis mill near the start of our towpath section (across 
the canal) has been turned into fl ats, and much of the rest of the 
route to Gurnett  has a golf course to the left.

Cross to the right bank of the canal by the crossover bridge and 
follow the towpath for 140m. Just before the aqueduct, take a set of 
steps on the right, down to road level, at Ye Olde King’s Head pub 
in Gurnett .

The pub serves simple meals and beer during normal hours — you 
might take note that the pub in Langley village ahead is closed on 
Mondays, and does not open for lunch except on Saturdays and 
Sundays.

Turn left to pass beneath the canal. At Gurnett  Farm, take the left 
fork at the road junction. Bear left on Langley Road, and follow it to 
the junction with Main Road in Langley, opposite the squat stone 
Methodist church.

There is an hourly bus service between Macclesfi eld and Langley, 
but I have found that it leaves Macclesfi eld station just before the 
hourly train arrives from Euston. This seems to leave two options 
if you want to skip the canal section — fi nd somewhere for some 
refreshment, or take a taxi. If you decide on the latt er course of 
action, my advice (from experience) is to ask for Langley Methodist 
church: there is a bett er chance that the driver will know it (or at 
least, that you are able to spot it ahead: check on Google Streetview 
fi rst to get an idea of what it looks like).
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Skipping the canal section might seem like a good idea to get to the 
meat of the walk (especially if you have left London after the 0820 
train), but if you have the time, it makes for a pleasant walk of about 
an hour, and this will ease your legs gently into the day’s walk, 
before the steep climb ahead.

It is also a way of using up the 58 minutes till the next bus from 
Macclesfi eld station.

From the junction at the church, walk down Main Street 
(keeping the church on your right), passing the St Dunstan’s 

Inn on the left.

Note that the pub is closed on Mondays and also on weekday 
lunchtimes: the next refreshment option ahead is the café on the 
north side of Tegg’s Nose.

Turn left down Holehouse Lane (marked No through road). Turn left 
at a junction to keep the reservoir dam on your right, and follow the 
lane to its end at a small car park.

Curiously, although the rock protuberance above is called “Tegg’s 
Nose”, the reservoir bears the one-word name of “Teggsnose”. The 
word “tegg” is probably Scandinavian in origin, and means a sheep 
in its second year.

This is the point at which the route changes from the approximately 
horizontal to the apparently vertical. There is a 150m change in 
altitude between the car park and the path which rounds Tegg’s 
Nose 680m ahead — that’s an average gradient of 22%, and of 
course, some parts are greater than the average.

It should not need pointing out that this is where proper walking 
boots with good ankle support become essential. In dry weather, 
dust on the surface makes for a slip hazard, just as does frost 
and black ice. After rain, of course, there is mud. Finally, do not 

View over Teggsnose 
reservoir (R) towards 

Macclesfi eld Forest and 
Shutlingsloe
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underestimate the likely change of conditions between the bott om 
and the top of the climb on a wintry day lashed by any assortment 
of  wind, rain and snow. Bilberry bushes’ stout and stable boles 
may be pressed into service as emergency handholds.

Pass through a gate on the right-hand side of the back of the car 
park and make your way up the steep and bouldery path: take 
it carefully, especially if you are starting the walk from Langley. 
Part way up, the path may bend off  to the left before returning to a 
north-easterly direction, and fi nally travelling east to reach the top 
path.

The view is spectacular in all directions: on a clear day, you may be 
lucky enough to pick out both cathedrals in the centre of Liverpool, 
over 60km away in a west-north-westerly direction. The Clwydian 
Hills form the backdrop to the west, and Macclesfi eld Forest to the 
south. From the other end of the summit, Manchester is laid out 
before you, with the Pennines to its east.

Turn right and follow the path which contours below the summit. 
Just beyond a path which zigzags up from your right, there is a 
very welcome bench. Keep going north: do not take a path off  to 
the west. You will soon come to what amounts to a small industrial 
museum.

The rocks of Tegg’s Nose have long been subject to extensive 
quarrying, and the Country Park’s administration have laid out 
some of the machinery used in the quarrying and stonecutt ing. 
There are interpretive boards to aid the visitor’s appreciation of the 
site.

You will see a huge quarry face on your left after leaving the 
equipment display: beyond the face, the path bends round to the 
left, meeting a track. Turn right onto this track, which makes its way 
to the Tegg’s Nose Country Park buildings ahead on the main road. 
On the way, notice a carved milestone on the right of the path: this 
indicates that you are walking on what was once the main coach 
route between Macclesfi eld and London.

The Country Park buildings 
have further displays of 
historical displays on the 
area, and there is also 
abundant information about 
the local area’s birdlife, 
wildlife and the physical 
and natural environment. 
Of more immediate interest 
to the walker, perhaps, is 
the presence of a café and 
toilets.

If the climb has taken it out 
of you, now is the time to 

Stonecutt ing equipment on 
the east side of Tegg’s Nose
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Milestone on the old 
coach road: Country Park 

buildings in the background

assess the rest of the route. There will be nothing 
as brutal as that ascent from the reservoir, but 
the Kerridge ridge ahead is far from fl at. This is 
probably the best place to call for a taxi to take you 
back into Macclesfi eld if you judge it advisable. 
The staff  in the café should be able to help.

From the café, turn right along the main road 
for about 140m to Windyway House. A lane 

comes to meet the road opposite. Cross the road, 
and take a path which splits the angle between the 
lane and the Buxton-bound road. This path rises 
over a slight hill, then descends through fi elds to 
reach a road. This is the Buxton New Road, the 
A537 which we took in Macclesfi eld to reach the 
canal. It is a very busy road — take care!

Cross the road, and turn left. Walk the 60m to 
reach the next road junction, which is with Bull 
Hill Lane.

Since leaving Langley, you have been following 
(more or less) the Gritstone Trail, a long distance 
path maintained by Cheshire East Council: the 
route follows the ridges across the council’s area 
between Disley on the Greater Manchester boundary and Kidsgrove 
on the Staff ordshire boundary. It is now time to leave it for a while: 
it will come back to meet us on Kerridge Hill. 

The Gritstone Trail is an alternative route which  will take you on 
to White Nancy if you really want the extra exercise, re-joining the 
present route just before the col on Kerridge Hill. 

From the junction of Bull Hill Lane with the A537, the northbound 
Gritstone Trail takes off  to the right, dropping into the deep clough 
and rising again, before dropping into Rainow, re-crossing the same 
stream, and climbing onto Kerridge Hill.  The route is marked on 
the Ordnance Survey 1:25000 map with the usual green lozenges.

The route ahead is clear, 
seen from the descent to  

Buxton New Road
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Set off  down Bull Hill 
Lane, passing some 

fi ne farm buildings. After 
500m, take a path off  to 
the left which keeps to the 
left-hand edge of fi elds 
before dropping to Rainow 
Road at the line of houses 
which makes up Kerridge 
End.

Turn right along Rainow 
Road for about 60m, and 
turn left up Lidgett ’s Lane. 
Leave the road where it 
bends sharply left, going 
straight ahead through a 

gate onto a track.

After about 150m, the path ahead forks: the bridleway continues 
ahead, but take the footpath (the left fork) which rises through the 
woodland. Ignore a path which descends right, but keep going until 
you reach the top.

There are quarries below on your left, but stay on the path until 
you reach the trig point, where you are rewarded (atmospheric 
conditions permitt ing) with a splendid view to the west.

Continue ahead; the Gritstone Trail comes up from the right to join 
the ridge walk just before it drops into a slight col. Beyond the col, 
the route rises to return to the level ridge path, the ground now 
falling away steeply on your right.

Keep straight ahead; soon, the unmistakable pepperpot shape of 
White Nancy comes into view.

White Nancy was erected to commemorate the Batt le of Waterloo in 
1815. It was originally in the colour of the natural stone, and there 
was a room inside. The entry has now been stopped up and the 

exterior is painted brilliant 
white. Again, we have 
extensive views to enjoy. 
This, though, is the end of 
our high-level traverse: the 
route drops to the level of 
the plain.

Bear off  to the west 
from White Nancy, 

soon picking up a path 
which descends steeply 
through woodland: there 
are many twists and turns 
on the path’s descent.

Approaching White Nancy 
from the south
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The ridge path to the north 
of the Kerridge trig point
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After 250m, join a path which comes in from the right, continuing to 
descend until it becomes a lane. At the bott om, the lane comes out 
onto a road at a riding school.

Turn right and take the road, using the elevated pavement on its 
right-hand side for part of the way, to descend to the Bull’s Head 
pub in Kerridge.

There is an occasional bus service on Mondays to Fridays (but not 
on Bank Holidays) to Macclesfi eld from here: there are much more 
frequent services from Bollington. To reach Bollington from the 
Bull’s Head, go north on Jackson Lane, then left onto Grimshaw 
Lane. Take the fi rst right (Hurst Lane) and follow it all the way 
to its end — over the canal, then sharp right and sharper left to 
descend to Palmerston Street. The bus stop is just to your right on 
Palmerston Street. The walk from the Bull’s Head to the bus stop 
measures approximately 1.1km.

From the Bull’s Head, turn south on Oak Lane. After about 
160m, at the access to Dawson Farm, turn right onto a path 

(which a sign proclaims as a “private road” — don’t worry, it is a 
public right of way). This path reaches the canal at a point where it 
bends sharply to the right: here, take a path off  to the left to reach 
and cross the canal bridge at Tinkers Clough.

Turn left onto the towpath. After about 1.7km, take the “spiral 
bridge” up to Clarke Lane, across the canal, and down to the 

towpath, now with the water on your right. The towpath remains on 
the same side all the way from Clarke Lane to Buxton Road, passing 
the Hurdsfi eld Industrial Estate (on the far bank of the canal), and 
going underneath Hurdsfi eld Road, before reaching Buxton Road, 
which is accessed via a set of steps on the left.

Turn right on Buxton Road to cross the canal: continue ahead, 
crossing over to the left-hand pavement at a convenient refuge. At 
the major junction, continue ahead to pass beneath the railway, and 
turn left to reach the station.

There is an hourly direct train service to Euston. There are several 
options for refreshment close to the station, and more in the town 
centre up to the west.

Nothing remains, however, of the café at the old bus station across 
from the railway station (where the Health Hub now stands), whose 
atmosphere in the 1980s was like a permanent tropical rainforest 
without trees.


